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Armenian Parliament approves penalties for breach of state of 
emergency rules

The Armenian National Assembly voted unanimously on March 23 to adopt amendments to the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Armenia and the Code of Administrative Abuses at second reading.

The changes to the Code of Administrative Abuses envisage fines ranging from 100 to 200 times the minimum wage in the event of 
breach of the requirements of isolation (self-isolation) or other limitations of the freedom of movement.

The changes also envisage fines 100 to 300 times the minimum wage for the breach of limitations on the publication of certain in-
formation banned under the state of emergency regime. Failure to remove the publication within 24 hours will lead to additional fines 
amounting to 500 to 1,000 times the minimum wage.

Under new changes to the Criminal Code, penalties will be applied for infecting others with the new type of coronavirus (COVID-19).
Infecting a person with a new coronavirus (2019n-CoV) infection will thus be punished with a fine ranging from 400 to 800 times the 

minimum wage, detention for up to a month or imprisonment for up to one year.
Infecting two or more persons, a minor or a pregnant woman will lead to a fine ranging from 800 to 1,000 times 
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President Armen Sarkis-
sian had a telephone conver-
sation with the President of 
the State of Israel Reuven 
Rivlin.

The Presidents exchanged 
information on the current 
state of the new coronavirus 
spread in their countries, the 
steps taken to prevent and 
overcome the infection.

Given that Israel has the 
world’s best medicine and 
healthcare system based on 
advanced, state-of-the-art 
scientific innovation, President Sarkissian 
noted that Israel’s support in the form of 
professional consulting, as well as equip-
ment and supplies would be a significant 

assistance to Armenia in overcoming the 
infection.

According to the agreement reached 
between Armen Sarkissian and Reuven 
Rivlin, for the purpose of more subjective 
and professional discussion of the issue, the 

health authorities of the two 
parties will have a telephone 
conversation today or tomor-
row. If necessary, specialists 
will hold an extended discus-
sion to assess the needs.

During the conversation, 
the interlocutors referred to 
President Sarkissian’s visit 
to the State of Israel to attend 
the 5th Holocaust Interna-
tional Conference.

During meetings with the 
President of Israel and the 
Knesset Speaker, Armen 

Sarkissian raised the issue of the recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide. The Ar-
menian President also delivered lectures at 
two of Israel’s top universities.

Presidents of Armenia, Israel discuss anti-coronavirus measures

Armenian PM congratulates Iran’s Supreme Leader, 
President on Nowruz

Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan sent congratulatory 
messages on Nowruz to 
has congratulated Supreme 
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Seyed Ali Khamenei 
and President of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Hassan 
Rouhani on Nowruz.

The message to the Su-
preme Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, in particular, 
reads:

“Your Highness,
I cordially congratulate you 

and the friendly people of Iran on Nowruz 
– the Iranian New Year.

May the coming year be a year of achieve-
ments, peace and prosperity for Iran in all 
areas.

I am convinced that the bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation between our countries 

will be further strengthened for the benefit 
of our peoples’ progress and regional sta-
bility and peace.

I also wish the friendly people of Iran 
good health and patience to withstand the 
epidemic that has afflicted us all with the 
help of God and to quickly recover from the 
damage it has caused.”

Prime Minister Pashinyan’s message to 

the Iranian President says:
“Your Excellency,
I cordially congratulate you 

and the friendly people of 
Iran on the beautiful spring 
holiday of Nowruz.

May this ancient holiday 
bring peace and prosperity to 
friendly Iran.

I am confident that through 
joint efforts we will be able 
to implement the agreements 
reached during my visit to 
Iran for the benefit of our two 
peoples.

In these days of calamity, I wish to ex-
press the support of the Armenian people 
to the friendly people of Iran and wish ev-
eryone good health. I am sorry that due to 
the current situation Armenia was not able 
to host our friendly Iranians during the days 
of Nowruz. But I am hopeful that next year 
our doors will be open to all Iranian citizens 
again.”

https://en.armradio.am/2020/01/26/president-sarkissian-challenges-israel-to-recognize-the-armenian-genocide/
https://en.armradio.am/2020/01/26/president-sarkissian-challenges-israel-to-recognize-the-armenian-genocide/
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Shopping centers, bars, night clubs and 
a number of other entertainment facilities 
were shut in Armenia on March 22 as the 
number of novel coronavirus cases reached 
194.

The Armenian authorities say the limita-
tions will remain in place for the rest of the 
one-month national emergency declared 
over the pandemic on March 16.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan, 
who is the coordinator of the state of emer-
gency, said late on Saturday that the ban 
will apply to several types of economic ac-
tivities and will remain in force until April 
14.

These include: shopping centers, except 
those for retail trade in food, beverages, 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco products; 
bars, night clubs, dance floors; screening of 
movies; casinos; bookmakers and gambling 
offices.

Two of the largest shopping centers in 
Yerevan – Yerevan Mall and Dalma Gar-
den Mall – have already been closed since 
March 16 following their own decisions to 
reduce the risk of the further spread of the 

highly contagious and potentially deadly 
virus.

Armenian Health Minister Arsen To-
rosyan reported on March 21 that a second 
patient has recovered from the novel coro-
navirus infection in Armenia.

In a Facebook post the minister wrote that 
the patient would be discharged from hos-
pital after testing negative for COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the novel coronavi-
rus.

“His mother, who has spent 21 days in 
the same room with him, has not got in-
fected, or got the infection, but quickly re-
covered. At least she has tested negative for 
the coronavirus,” wrote Torosian, wishing 
health to all other patients.

“I urge the rest of our citizens to observe 
all individual protection measures, as well 
as the rules of the state of emergency,” the 
minister added.

The first coronavirus patient declared re-
covered in Armenia was discharged from 
hospital earlier this week. The authorities 
said it was a 29-year-old man hospitalized 
on March 1 after being evacuated from 
Iran.

On Saturday, Minister Torosyan said that 
Armenia had 11 coronavirus patients di-
agnosed with pneumonia. He said three 
patients required intensive care, but added 
that none of the patients were in critical 
danger.

Armenia has recorded no coronavirus fa-
talities yet.

Hundreds of people remain in quarantines 
or self-quarantines.

Analysis shows that the situation with the 
new coronavirus could last longer than ini-
tially expected, Prime Minister Nikol Pash-

inyan said at 
a meeting of 
the commis-
sion coor-
dinating the 
anti-corona-
virus mea-
sures.

“In this re-
spect,  we 
need to de-
velop some 
vision of how 
we are going 
to organize 

life in our republic,” he said.
“One thing is clear that there are huge un-

POLITICS

the minimum wage, deten-
tion for one or two months, 

or imprisonment for one to three years.
Violation of the rules of isolation or 

self-isolation or other restrictions on the 
right to freedom of movement during the 
state of emergency, which has negligently 
caused a person to be infected, shall be 
punished with a fine of up to 300 times 
the minimum wage, with or without depri-
vation of the right to hold certain posts or 
engage in certain activities for up to three 
years or.

The same act that has negligently caused 
serious harm to human health or caused 
two or more people to be infected shall be 
punished with a fine ranging from 500 to 
700 times the minimum wage, detention for 
up to three months, or imprisonment for up 
to two years with or without deprivation of 
the right to hold certain posts or engage in 
certain activities for up to three years.

The same act that has negligently caused 
the death of one person shall be caused is 
punished with imprisonment for the term 
of two to four years, with or without depri-
vation of the right to hold certain posts or 
engage in certain activities, for up to three 
years.

Shopping Centers, bars closed 
in Armenia over Coronavirus

Situation with COVID-19 could last longer 
than initially expected – PM

page 1 

certainties around coronavirus around the 
world, that is, there is no country today that 
could say it is in control of the situation. We 
are receiving the most unexpected informa-
tion. For example, I read yesterday that in 
one of the most developed countries in the 
world, I don’t want to name it, they have 
officially confessed that they have shortage 
of tests, they can’t test the required number 
of citizens, etc. Therefore, we work in such 
conditions and we must continue with the 
same logic,” Nikol Pashinyan added.

The Prime Minister emphasized that the 
activities of the government should be di-
vided into two parts. The first should be the 
work of the Commandant’s Office, which 
should handle the operational issues and 
the second should be the development of 
anti-crisis and strategic steps so that we do 
not face collapse in this situation.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan 
emphasized that the situation with the pre-
vention of coronavirus in the republic is 
now under control and all the attention is 
focused on preventive measures.

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan added 
that among 194 people infected with coro-
navirus, no one is in serious or extremely 
serious condition.



NextPrevious

4 

23 March #11(1278) 2020 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

POLITICS

Aurora Humanitarian Initiative will 
provide ten lung ventilation devices 
for Armenian Hospitals using the 
funds raised via  #AraratChallenge 
campaign.

“On behalf of the partners and sup-
porters of the Aurora Humanitarian 
Initiative, we would like to confirm 
that during the outbreak of COVID-
19 we fully intend to continue our 
global efforts to help the most vulnerable 
while supporting local health professionals 
on the front lines,” Aurora co-founders and 
chairman said in a statement.

“At the core of Aurora’s mission is the 
drive to offer life and hope to those in ur-
gent need of basic humanitarian aid any-
where in the world. It couldn’t be more 
relevant after COVID-19 was declared a 
pandemic by the World Health Organiza-

tion on March 11,2020. Today, we are more 
committed than ever to lending a helping 
hand to those who might otherwise be over-
looked or forsaken entirely,” the statement 
reads.

“This global outbreak has shifted the 
global agenda. While the world is focusing 
on manufacturing the vaccine and minimiz-
ing the damage, refugees and other vulner-
able communities inalterably supported by 
Aurora continue to suffer and face addi-

tional pressures in light of COVID-
19. It is important for us not to lose 
sight of their hardship,” the co-chairs 
added.

Aurora will continue giving a sec-
ond chance to those who have already 
been through so much. At the same 
time, the Initiative will contribute to 
fighting the pandemic and support-
ing the medical staff by providing 

ten lung ventilation devices for Armenian 
Hospitals using the funds raised via #Ara-
ratChallenge campaign.

“As a universal movement, we take the 
safety and health of our global community 
extremely seriously. In these trying and un-
certain times, one thing is very clear: every 
day, more and more people in the world 
will need assistance, and it is our duty and 
responsibility to provide it,” Aurora said.

Noting the current suspension of moni-
toring exercises by the Personal Represen-
tative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office 
due to the exceptional situation created 
by the spread of COVID-19, the OSCE 

Minsk Group Co-Chairs (Igor Popov of the 
Russian Federation, Stéphane Visconti of 
France, and Andrew Schofer of the United 
States of America) appealed to the sides 
to reaffirm their commitment to observe 

the ceasefire strictly and refrain from any 
provocative action that could further raise 
tensions during this period.

“Recognizing that the region’s medical 
resources should be dedicated exclusively 
to combating the spread of the virus and 
treating those affected, we urge the sides 
to exercise the greatest possible restraint to 
lessen the risk of escalation including by 
making maximum use of the existing direct 
communication links,” the Co-Chairs said 
in a statement.

Despite the heavy restrictions on interna-
tional travel, the Co-Chairs will continue 
their mediation efforts without interruption, 
remaining in close contact with each other 
and with the sides.

Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk, Personal 
Representative of the OSCE Chairper-
son-in-Office, announced earlier today that 
the mission was suspending the monitoring 
exercises.

Aurora to provide ten lung ventilation devices to Armenian hospitals

Minsk Group Co-Chairs call on parties 
to observe the ceasefire strictly

https://araratchallenge.com/en
https://araratchallenge.com/en
https://araratchallenge.com/en
https://araratchallenge.com/en
https://en.armradio.am/2020/03/19/osce-mission-suspending-monitoring-exercises-due-to-restrictions-caused-by-covid-19/
https://en.armradio.am/2020/03/19/osce-mission-suspending-monitoring-exercises-due-to-restrictions-caused-by-covid-19/
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Deputy foreign minister Avet 
Adonts on March 23 had a 
video discussion with Chinese 
Ambassador to Armenia Tian 
Erlong during which they dis-
cussed the situation in Armenia 
and China caused by the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), ex-
changed information about 
the actions taken by the two 
governments on this path, the 
government of Armenia told 
Armenpress.

Both sides praised the close 
cooperation between Armenia and China 
in fighting against the novel coronavirus. 
The deputy FM thanked the Ambassador 
for the 1008 test kits provided to Armenia 
from China with the support of the Chinese 
Embassy.

They also discussed extending the current 

deadline on temporarily suspending the 
visa-free agreement between Armenia and 
China and agreed to stay in touch on the 
matter.

The Armenian deputy FM highly valued 
the fact that China constantly shares its 
best experience in fighting COVID-19. He 
attached importance to the creation of the 

Knowledge Center for China’s 
Experiences in Response to 
COVID-19 by China.

The Armenian and Chinese 
sides also discussed issues re-
lating to the supplies of face 
masks, lung ventilation devices, 
etc. Deputy FM Adonts asked 
the Chinese side to continue 
providing support on this path. 
The Ambassador said China is 
ready to provide additional aid 
to Armenia, by providing med-
ical uniform and lung ventila-

tion devices worth 110,000 USD.
The Ambassador highlighted the read-

iness of the Chinese side to continue the 
close cooperation with the Armenian side 
on solving various problems connected 
with the COVID-19 fight.

In cooperation with the Consulate Gen-
eral of the Republic of Armenia and the 
Syrian Aid Cross in Aleppo, the Human-
itarian Mission of the Republic of Arme-
nia has transferred medical supplies to the 
Armenian Nursing Home in Aleppo, the 
Darmanatoun Social Medical Center and a 
number of other medical facilities.

Members of the Syrian Aid Cross and the 
Darmanatoun Community Medical Center 
leadership expressed gratitude to Armenian 
doctors for the medical care provided at a 
number of medical facilities.

The head of the Aleppo military hospital, 
General Fayez al-Ayoubi, praised the joint 
efforts of Armenian and Syrian doctors, 
their dedicated work, high professional 
qualities, not only in providing medical as-
sistance to those affected by the war, but 
also for their readiness to fight any threat.

“Our Armenian partners are committed 

to the noble principles of humanity and 
help the Syrian people with a professional 
approach every day. The Syrian people ap-
preciate that Armenians are with us in this 
difficult situation,” said the general.

The Director of the Hospital thanked 
the Armenian Humanitarian Group, the 
Consulate of the Republic of Armenia in 
Aleppo and the authorities for their contin-
uous support.

Armenian deputy FM, Chinese Ambassador discuss cooperation 
around COVID-19 fight

Armenian Humanitarian Mission hands over medical 
supplies to Syrian medical facilities
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Inflation in Armenia to remain at low level 
in coming months – CBA Board member`

(RFE/RL- Yerevan) - The fall in world oil 
prices that has led to a sharp depreciation 
of the Russian ruble has not had any seri-
ous impact on Armenia’s financial system, 
according to a Central Bank representative.

Andranik Grigoryan, head of the Cen-
tral Bank’s Financial System Stability and 
Development Department, said the Arme-
nian financial system enjoys a “fairly high 
liquidity”. “There is no need for panic,” 
Grigoryan said on March 11. “Our banks 
are well capitalized and have sufficient 
liquidity in any currency. Investors in our 
financial system can rest assured both in 
terms of their deposits and in terms of ser-
vicing loans. Our exchange rate is a free 
floating one, and I don’t see anything ex-
traordinary here.”

As for the possible depreciation or appre-
ciation of the Armenian national currency, 
the dram, against other currencies, Grigo-
ryan said that the Central Bank has been 
conducting various analyses to understand 
the potential impact of both trends. “In both 
cases we can say that our system is quite 
liquid,” he added.

The Central Bank official said the closed 
border with Iran due to the new coronavi-

rus infection has not yet had any impact on 
Armenia’s financial system, but cautioned 
that certain risks are always present when 
borders are closed – “be it in Armenia, Ger-
many or the United States.”

“For the time being we do not see any 
problems here. Our financial system does 
not have that level of related assets for the 
closed border with Iran to lead to problems 
in it,” Grigoryan added.

The Ministry of Economy declined to 
comment on the possible impact of the 
closed border with Iran on the Armenian 
economy in general.

Economist Vahagn Khachatryan believes, 
however, that a closed border with the 
neighboring country cannot but have a neg-
ative effect on Armenia’s economy. “We all 

understand that a closed border means that 
there will be problems. It is clear that there 
will be some impact and that impact will 
be negative. Here we just need to be able 
to assess how solvable the problem will be 
over time,” he said.

The economist said that no business in 
Armenia could possibly guess in January 
how the situation would unfold in order to 
take long-term measures like storing sup-
plies in warehouses for several months. But 
according to Khachatryan, it is important 
not to panic now and even more important 
for the government to take proper action 
through its relevant agencies.

“Entrepreneurs should be kept updated on 
the situation, as many are asking questions 
now, wondering when the border can be re-
opened. But no one can make any forecasts 
in this matter even by following the inter-
national news. On the one hand you hear 
more positive news from China [on coro-
navirus], but news coming from European 
countries, especially from Italy, are more 
negative,” Khachatryan said.

The closed border regime with Iran is ex-
pected to be in place at least until March 
24.

Over AMD 100 million has been 
transferred to the special treasury ac-
count set up to support the efforts to 
fight the coronavirus infection. A total 
of 650 payments have been made, the 
Ministry of Finance reports.

The Ministry of Finance has created 
the treasury account for supporting 
the measures aimed at preventing the 
spread of the novel coronavirus in the 
Republic of Armenia.

In line with numerous inquiries from 
citizens and organizations, we are expand-
ing the scope of target areas and include

Healthcare needs such as:

✅Bonuses for medical staff
✅Medical supplies and equipment 

✅Improvement of conditions of medical 
facilities

Social safety net such as:
✅Food, means of individual protection, 
and other essentials for socially vulnerable 
and risk groups, including those with dis-

abilities 
✅Supplies required for the operation 
of volunteer support groups 
✅Transportation

To ensure public accountability and 
transparency, the public will be reg-
ularly informed about the amount of 
funds received and the areas covered.

While making a transaction, please, 
indicate the purpose as follows: “Sup-
port for the fight against coronavirus 
disease.” The preferable area may also 

be indicated.

Recipient: Central Treasury of the Re-
public of Armenia 
Treasury Account Number: 
900005001947

Over AMD 100 million raised in support of 
anti-coronavirus measures in Armenia
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A research group involving analysts, infor-

mation technology and artificial intelligence 

specialists, and other experts has been set up 

to collect, analyze data on the spread of coro-

navirus (COVID-19) and compare it with that 

of international partners.

Armenia’s Minister of High-Tech Industry 

Hakob Arshakyan met with specialists of 

group to discuss upcoming steps and oppor-

tunities.

The group is expected to use the modern 

technologies to map the hearths of the disease, 

combine the data on people’s movement, the 

spreading zones and other information to 

model the possible spread of the coronavirus, 

which could be a major support to the work 

of health infrastructure.

Hakob Arshakyan expressed confidence 

that the activities of the research group would 

allow to receive accurate information on the 

situation, which would, in turn, contribute to 

better coordination and management of the 

disease prevention activities.

The Minister emphasized the importance of 

individual efforts of each specialist in the re-

alization of this joint project.

The project is implemented by the initia-

tive of the RA Ministry of High Technology 

Industry in cooperation with the Ministry of 

Health.

The list of exceptions for freight traf-
fic between the Republic of Armenia and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has been ex-
panded, the Armenian Ministry of Econ-
omy informs.

The Armenian government’s decision of 
24 February 2020 has been amended to 
allow the transportation of goods of eco-
nomic importance between the two coun-
tries.

At the same time, the transportation of 
some goods shall be authorized by the State 
Revenue Committee on the basis of the 
written consent of the Ministry of Health 
of the Republic of Armenia.

Transportation of other goods is autho-
rized by the State Revenue Committee of 
the Republic of Armenia, taking into ac-
count the capacity of the Meghri crossing 
point and the quantities and specifications 

of the goods transported.
Goods subject to transloading will be 

transloaded either on the territory of the 
Meghri Crossing Point or the Agarak Ter-
minal LLC Customs Control Area.

The movement of goods not subject to 
transloading, their unloading and the re-

turn of the vehicle to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran will be coordinated and controlled 
by RA Police, taking into consideration the 
instructions and recommendations of the 
Ministry of Health.

ECONOMY

Armenian IT specialists to model the possible spread of COVID-19

Armenia, Iran to allow more goods to be transported
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The World Bank’s Board of Executive 
Directors approved today a EUR 17.9 
million ($20 million equivalent) loan for 
Additional Financing (AF) of the  Social 
Investment and Local Development (SILD) 
Project  in Armenia. This project will fur-
ther assist the Government of Armenia in 
improving the quality, access to, and use of 
community and intercommunity infrastruc-
ture and services.

In support of strengthening intercommu-
nity dialogue, the Additional Financing 
would finance publicly owned infrastruc-
ture and services through sub-projects to 
further improve the socioeconomic and 
human capital development of regions or 
groups of communities.

The project will allow local populations 
throughout Armenia to benefit from reno-
vated and rehabilitated social infrastructure 
in kindergartens, schools, water supply sys-
tems, sanitation systems, community cen-
ters, health care facilities, minor irrigation 
systems, and other local infrastructure fa-
cilities, through microprojects. These will 
be selected based on both a ranking of com-
munity vulnerability and an assessment of 
the potential socio-economic impact of the 
submitted subproject applications. Priority 
needs will be identified by the communi-
ties.

“The new project will directly benefit 
about 55 communities, of which 35 are in 
newly consolidated communities, mostly 

rural, enabling them to identify their own 
investment needs,” said Sylvie Bossoutrot, 
World Bank Country Manager for Arme-
nia.  “I am particularly pleased that this 
project will also seek to support income 
generating activities at the community level 
that could help open economic opportuni-
ties.”

The project has three components. The 
first component  supports socio-economic 
development and capacity building at 
the local level. The Additional Financing 
would continue financing microprojects 
that target 20 vulnerable communities to 
address priority basic community infra-
structure needs.

The second component –  inter-commu-
nity social and economic development ini-
tiatives – will finance 35 initiatives with 
the potential for longer-term development 
impact, by bringing together two or more 
communities. This new collaborative de-
velopment approach will provide additional 
incentives for communities to explore de-
velopment synergies and opportunities in 

line with the concept of the territorial re-
form.

The third component will support the in-
stitutional strengthening of the Armenian 
Territorial Development Fund (ATDF). In 
line with the territorial reform, the ATDF is 
gradually transitioning from implementing 
mostly social infrastructure microprojects 
to increasingly focusing on sustainable ter-
ritorial development projects by the consol-
idated communities.

“Operational regulations and procedures 
will be enhanced to strengthen commu-
nity outreach and participation,” says Ivan 
Drabek, World Bank Task Team Leader of 
the Project. “Furthermore, the citizen en-
gagement framework will be strengthened 
by using tools for better capturing and 
measuring feedback from beneficiaries. Fi-
nally, gender gaps will be identified and ad-
dressed to ensure stronger participation by 
women in the decision-making processes at 
the local level.”

The EUR 17.9 million (equivalent to $20 
million) is an IBRD loan of variable-spread, 
with a 14.5-year grace period and a total 
repayment term of 25.5 years. The Govern-
ment of Armenia and beneficiary commu-
nities will provide total co-financing in the 
amount of EUR 7.52 million.

Since joining the World Bank in 1992 
and IDA in 1993, commitments to Arme-
nia have totaled approximately $2,434,734 
million.

President Armen Sarkissian has signed 
decrees appointing the Director of the Na-
tional Service and the Police Chief.

Arman Sargsyan has been appointed 
Chief of Police of the Republic of Armenia.

Eduard Martirosyan has been appointed 
Director of the National Security Service.

The appointments have been made taking 
into consideration the Prime Minister’s rec-
ommendation.

World Bank approves $20 million loan to support 
social investments across Armenia

Armenian President appoints Chiefs of Police 
and National Security Service
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By Harut Sassounian

Last week, I reported that President Er-
dogan’s office sent a letter to the heads of 
religious minorities in Turkey demanding 
that they sign it and send it back to the Pres-
ident. In that letter, Erdogan falsely claimed 
that Turkey was alone on the forefront of 
the fight against international terrorism.

Contrary to Erdogan’s claims, there have 
been dozens of reports in the international 
media proving that Turkey was in fact on 
the forefront of those assisting ISIS terror-
ists in Syria and Iraq.

Ahmet S. Yayla is someone who has 
first-hand knowledge of the Turkish gov-
ernment’s support for ISIS as he was the 
Chief of Counterterrorism and Operations 
in Turkey from 2010 to 2013, and Chief of 
Public Order and Criminal Investigations in 
Sanliurfa, Turkey, from 2013 to 2014. San-
liurfa was the endpoint of the ISIS “jihadi 
highway.” Yayla wrote an in-depth article 
on March 6, in The Investigative Journal, 
exposing Erdogan’s complicity in terror-
ism. The article was titled “Try Erdogan 
at the International Criminal Court for En-
abling ISIS.”

Yayla wrote that he had to leave his job in 
2014 and retire “in order not to be involved 
with Erdogan’s atrocities, which rise to the 
level of crimes against humanity.”

According to Yayla, “ISIS would not have 
swelled to power or killed so many if the 
Erdogan regime had not decided to support 
it directly or indirectly from its emergence 
in 2014. The fact is, when ISIS set up shop 
in Raqqa [Syria] in 2014, the Turkish In-
telligence Agency (MIT) was guarding its 
front door and putting out an elaborate wel-
come mat for jihadist volunteers on their 
way to martyrdom. Turkey was a central 
hub for the travel of over 50,000 ISIS for-

eign fighters, and the main source of ISIS 
logistical materials, including the major-
ity of ISIS IEDs, making Turkey and ISIS 
practically allies.”

Yayla also quoted an October 2019 U.S. 
Department of State publication, which re-
ported that “Turkey remains a transit point 
for foreign fighters looking to join the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and Syria, which could 
help the terrorist group to reorganize and 
regain influence.” The U.S. Government 
further warned that “foreign fighters tran-
siting through Turkey could help Islamic 
State to regenerate.” ISIS was able to re-
locate many of its high-profile and senior 
members to Turkey, where they ran the ter-
rorist organization’s day-to-day operations.

Yayla reported that, “on December 3, 
2019, terrorist kingpin Hamid Shakir 
Saba’ al-Badri – cousin of deceased Abu 
Bakir al-Baghdadi – was captured south 
of Kirkuk, Iraq, having returned from his 
safe haven in Turkey. A Turkish ISIS pris-
oner in Syrian Democratic Forces custody 
told journalist Lindsey Snell about a giant 
safe house ISIS maintained in Gaziantep, 
Turkey. The prisoner said, ‘There were so 
many foreigners there; so many different 
languages. They (Turkey) knew what we 
were there for.’”

Since Turkish leaders assisted ISIS, there 
was widespread support for ISIS among 
the Turkish public. Reuters reported that, 
according to “Turkey’s Social Trends Sur-
vey,” conducted by an Ankara think tank, 
9.3 percent of the respondents stated that 
ISIS was not a terrorist organization, with 
5.4 percent supporting its actions.

According to PEW research, 8 percent 
of the Turkish population had a favorable 
view of ISIS. As a result, according to a 
recent Combating Terrorism Center report, 
Turks contributed the highest number of 
fighters to ISIS. There were up to 9,476 
Turkish ISIS terrorists, whereas there were 
more than 900 Azerbaijanis in the ranks of 
ISIS.

Turkey was also the source of continued 
supply of various materials for ISIS, includ-
ing boots, uniforms, vests, food, and most 
importantly explosives. Quoting from Con-
flict Armament Research, Yayla reported 
that ISIS had “first, a major acquisition 
network operating in Turkey and, second, 
a clear supply route from Turkey, through 
Syria, to Iraq.” CAR also revealed that 
“Turkey is the most important chokepoint 
for components used in the manufacture of 
IEDs” by the Islamic State. In fact, CAR 

documented that ISIS fighters “source most 
of the products used in the manufacture of 
weapons and ammunition from the Turkish 
domestic market.”

A Turkish journalist, Tolga Tanis, was 
fired and slapped with a libel investigation 
filed by Pres. Erdogan, when Tanis revealed 
how Turkish companies were exporting ex-
plosive materials to ISIS.

Yayla also reported that, “on November 
18, 2019, the U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 
designated two Turkish brothers, Ahmet 
and Ismail Bayaltun, as Turkey-based ‘ISIS 
procurement agents’ in addition to four 
ISIS-linked companies operating in Syria 
and Turkey. Bayaltun brothers were known 
for their role in supplying ISIS, specifically 
shipping 48 tons of aluminum paste to be 
used in ISIS IEDs. More importantly, the 
Bayaltun brothers had a close relationship 
with AKP chairman Mustafa Bayaltun in 
Sanliurfa, where their office is located.”

The role of the Turkish National Intelli-
gence in supporting terrorism was revealed 
when the Turkish police stopped three 
trucks operated by MIT on January 19, 
2014 and found military-grade weapons 
hidden underneath medicine boxes being 
transported to Syria.

Beyond supporting terrorism, Erdogan 
also purchased ISIS oil through a Turkish 
front company named Powertrans con-
trolled by his son-in-law Berat Albayrak, 
according to Yayla. “Albayrak paid up to 
$3 million a day at the height of ISIS oil 
production. In fact, Erdogan passed a bill to 
grant the rights to transfer oil by tanker and 
contracted Powertrans without a public bid 
as the sole authorized company. In addition 
to purchasing the ISIS oil, Erdogan tasked 
his son, Bilal Erdogan, through his Maltese 
shipping company, the BMZ Group, to sell 
ISIS oil on the world market.” In addition, 
Turkish money transfer centers passed hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars a day to ISIS.

“In the end, ISIS would not have killed, 
wounded, enslaved, and raped thousands of 
innocent people without the vast support it 
enjoyed through Turkey. Erdogan and his 
co-conspirators must be tried at the Inter-
national Criminal Court in The Hague for 
their crimes against humanity…. Turkish 
President Erdogan and his co-conspirators 
have blood on their hands. Based on the 
well- documented, incontestable, and unde-
niable evidence [that] exists, it is clear that 
Erdogan has been directly and indirectly 
supporting ISIS,” Yayla concluded.

Erdogan Should be Tried by International 
Criminal Court for Supporting Terrorism
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Armenian sports legend 
Shavarsh Karapetyan has 
been appointed Adviser to 
the Head of the Republic of 
Bashkortosta Radiy Khabi-
rov, Bashinform reports.

Karapetyan will work on 
voluntary basis and will 
advise Radiy Khabirov 
on issues of development 
of physical education and 
sports in the region.

Born in Armenia’s third 
largest city of Kirovakan 
(now Vanadzor), Shavarsh Karapetyan 
moved to Yerevan with the family in 1964. 
He started swimming at a young age, and 
later switched to finswimming.

Karapetyan is a Merited Master of Sports 
of the USSR  and a ten-time World Re-
cord-breaker in finswimming.

He became well known across Armenia 
and the former Soviet Union after rescuing 
20 people from drowning in 1976, which 
cost the world champion in his health and 
further achievements in a brilliant athletic 
career.

As a trolleybus entered a bridge in central 
Yerevan, the trolleybus veered off course 
and rolled downhill into a water reservoir, 
known as Yerevan Lake. The noise of the 
crash drew the attention of athletes prac-
ticing nearby, 23-year-old finswimming 
champion Shavarash Karapetyan among 
them. 

Without giving it much thought, Shavarsh 
jumped into the water, ordering his brother 
Kamo, another swimming champion, to 
help him from the shore. 

Savarsh pulled 37 people out of the lake, 
and nine others escaped on their own 

through the broken window. 
The rescue operation was set 
up in a matter of minutes. 
Doctors who arrived from a 
nearby hospital treated the 
victims right on the shore. 
Unfortunately, only 20 of 
those Shavarsh rescued could 
be saved. 

 Karapetyan was hospital-
ized along with victims of 
the accident. Septic fever, 
double-sided pneumonia and 
nervous prostration had doc-

tors fighting for his life for over a month. 
When he was finally discharged, Shavarsh 
went right back to practice, but swimming 
underwater echoed painfully in his lungs. 
Yet the athlete refused to retire without one 
more medal.  

During the next championship he swam 
in a haze as his brother Kamo ran along 
the pool, ready to jump in should Shavarsh 
suddenly lose consciousness. But Shavarsh 
came in first and set another world record, 
without realizing it at the time.

President Armen Sarkissian had a 
telephone conversation with Noubar 
Afeyan, a well-known American-Ar-
menian entrepreneur and philanthro-
pist, Aurora Humanitarian Initiative 
co-founder.

The American Moderna Thera-
peutics biotechnology company, 
co-founded and chaired by Noubar 
Afeyan, has developed a vaccine 
against coronavirus that has been undergo-
ing clinical trials since March 17 at the Kai-
ser Permanente Health Research Institute in 
Seattle, washington.

During the telephone conversation, Nou-
bar Afeyan touched upon the development 
and testing of the vaccine against corona-
virus.

The interlocutors discussed the situ-
ation in the world, including the situ-
ation caused by the spread of the new 
coronavirus infection in Armenia, as 
well as the measures taken to prevent 
and overcome the infection and their 
effectiveness.

Speaking about the steps to prevent 
and overcome the spread of the coro-
navirus infection in Armenia, Presi-

dent Sarkissian attached importance to the 
joint efforts and cooperation with interna-
tional partners.

page 9  Armenian sports legend Shavarsh Karapetyan appointed Adviser to 
the Head of the Republic of Bashkortostan

Moderna’s Noubar Afeyan briefs Armenian President on the testing 
of COVID-19 vaccine

http://www.bashinform.ru/news/1428047-shavarsh-karapetyan-naznachen-sovetnikom-glavy-bashkortostana/?sphrase_id=11257913
https://en.armradio.am/2020/03/16/first-human-trial-for-covid-19-vaccine-developed-by-noubar-afeyans-company-starts-in-the-us/
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Considering that the new type of coro-
navirus is dangerous especially for the 
elderly, Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Tigran Avinyan has called on all grocery 
stores and supermarkets to serve only pen-
sioners from 10 am to midday.

He also asks citizens in other age groups 
not to go to the store during these hours and 

thus reduce contact and maintain the health 
of the senior citizens.

Tigran Avinyan has shared photos of se-
niors holding up posters reading “We are 
safe, when you are at home,” “Our health is 
in your hands,” “Your self-isolation saves 
lives,” “Keep social distance,” “Wash your 
hands frequently.”

World Health Organization Director 
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
has given some advises on how to stay 
healthy and stress-free while staying at 
home during the global novel coronavirus 
(COVID19) pandemic.

“Life is changing dramatically for many 
of us, but it’s important to continue looking 
after your physical and mental health”, the 
WHO chief said on Twitter.

Ghebreyesus advises to:
1.	 Eat a healthy & nutritious diet, 
which helps your immune system to 
function properly.
2.	 Limit your alcohol consumption 
& avoid sugary drinks.
3.	 Don’t smoke. Smoking can in-

crease your risk of developing severe 
disease if you become infected with 
#COVID19
4.	 Exercise WHO recommends 30 
minutes of physical activity for adults, 
and 1h/day for children.
5.	 Look after your mental health. It’s 
normal to feel stressed, confused and 
scared”

“If your local or national guidelines allow 
it, go outside for a walk, a run or a ride, 
and keep a safe distance from others. If you 
can’t leave the house, find an exercise video 
online, dance to music, do some yoga, 
or walk up and down the stairs. If you’re 
working at home during #COVID19, make 
sure you don’t sit in the same position for 
long periods. Get up and take a 3-minute 
break every 30 minutes. #HealthyAtH-
ome,” the WHO director added, advising 
also to listen to music, read books or play-
ing gamed. “Try not to read or watch too 
much news if it makes you anxious. Get 
your #COVID19 information from reliable 
sources once or twice a day.”

Supermarkets in Armenia asked to set aside time for seniors to shop

WHO Director General gives healthy lifestyle advises for stay-at-
home period amid COVID19 pandemic
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Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator: Wellbeing of Subscribers and 
Society is Always the Priority

COVID-2019: effective 
March 17 our service 

centers get temporarily 
closed

“Viva-MTS informs that with the 
situation in the country and with the 
wellbeing of our subscribers and our 
society in mind effective March 17, 
2020 the Company’s service centers 
will be temporarily closed.

To get information about our services 
and products please visit the Com-
pany’s official website at  www.mts.
am, or our Facebook page; the infor-
mation about your phone number, tar-
iff plan and other matters is available 
through our mobile application  “My 
Viva-MTS”, which can be downloaded 
from  “Google Play”  or  “App Store”. 
Information is also available through 
USSD menu by dialing *130#.

The questions, including questions 
related to SIM cards, can be addressed 
by a private message on Facebook 
messenger, through an electronic mes-
sage on our website, or by a call to Vi-
va-MTS Hot Line.

The Hot Line of the Company is avail-

able 24/7, as always. The Hot Line is 
available for Viva-MTS phone numbers 
at 111. When in roaming please call the 
Hot Line at +374 93 297 111 (free for 
Viva-MTS subscribers). For fixed and 
cloud services call at 060 61 00 00.

Payments can be made through “Mo-
biDram” app.”

And, importantly, Armenia’s lead-
ing telecom operator company was 
the first one who stated the following 
immediately after State of Emergency 
was announced:

“Please also be informed that with the 
current situation in mind, the deadlines 
of payments for postpaid services will 
be extended till April 16.

Stay healthy!”

Viva-MTS has launched 
specially equipped deliv-
ery mobile service center 

in Yerevan. Delivery is 
free-of-charge

Viva-MTS has launched specially 
equipped delivery mobile service center 
in Yerevan. Delivery is free-of-charge.

The service center will be traveling in 
Yerevan to deliver the orders made via 
Viva-MTS online shop (https://shop.
mts.am). Mobile phones, Wi-Fi routers, 
mobile accessories and also SIM cards, 
will be delivered. Delivery will start on 
Monday. 

To order devices with delivery one 
needs to visit the Viva-MTS online shop 
(https://shop.mts.am), choose the prod-
uct, and fill in the simplified electronic 
application, or call at the phone number 
093298700, mentioned on the webpage 
of the e-shop. Our agents will contact the 
customer shortly and will direct to the lo-
cation where the mobile service center is 
expected to arrive to deliver the device, 
as well as the SIM-card, if requested.

Transactions will be made both in cash 
and cashless. Sales on installment are not 
available. 

The services will be presented and ren-
dered contactless through a specially des-
ignated window opening.

The mobile service centers have been 
organized in “Ford Transit” vehicles spe-
cially equipped for this purpose and bear-
ing the Viva-MTS logo.

Delivery mobile service centers will 
be working from 11:00-16:00, Monday 
through Saturday.

Viva-MTS delivers in the shortest pos-
sible time taken the current load into ac-
count.

Attention: In case of possible 
queues the customers are strongly 
recommended to keep a 2-meter 
distance from each other and to 
wear masks.

http://www.mts.am/
http://www.mts.am/
https://www.facebook.com/MTSArmenia/
http://onelink.to/myvmts
http://onelink.to/myvmts
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.internet_assistant
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/internet-assistant/id932795438?ls=1
tel: *130%23
tel: 111
tel: +37493297111
tel: 060610000
http://onelink.to/mobidram
http://onelink.to/mobidram
https://shop.mts.am
https://shop.mts.am
https://shop.mts.am
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Opera and Ballet Theatre: #StayHome #Itcouldsavelives and 
#ArtVsVirus Enjoy the House Best Performances Online…

By Gourgen James Khazhakian
Chief Correspondent
In the evening of 16 March, just after the State of Emergency was declared in Armenia, General and Artistic Manager of the Al. 

Spendiaryan National Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre Constantine Orbelian appealed to “His Majesty the Spectator”))) with the 
following:

“Dear friends,
You are aware that all theaters and concert halls of Armenia are closed during this period. During this time, I want you to have the 

opportunity to view our opera, ballet performances, concerts through our official Facebook page, to get acquainted with the biogra-
phy of our great artists. We are thinking about you and hope to meet you soon in our theater.” 

#StayHome #Itcouldsavelives:

So, declaring #ArtVsVirus, the Opera House offered to its Spectator enjoy its best numbers in the online way. Below you could find 
some pieces of “virtual” repertoire:

#Stayhome and enjoy the wonderfull performances of our soloists.

Arshak’s arioso from T. Tchoukhajian’s “Arshak II” opera. 
Performed by soloist of Armenian Opera and Ballet Theatre Hayk Tigranyan 
Conductor: Honored Artist of RF Constantine Orbelian 
Symphony orchestra of Armenian Opera and Ballet Theatre

On March 24 at 7 pm     

#StayHome and watch A. I. Khachatourian’s “Gayane” ballet that was recorded in 2018 during First Yerevan Ballet Festival named 
after Aram Khachatourian. 
#StayHome and enjoy the wonderful performances of our soloists. 
#ArtVsVirus

Aria from G. Puccini’s “Manon Lesqaut” opera  
“Sola, perduta, abbandonata” 
Soloist: Lilit Soghomonyan 
Conductor: Harutyun Arzumanyan

#StayHome and enjoy the wonderful concert of the world famous opera star Asmik (Hasmik) Grigoryan, daughter of legendary 
tenor, People’s Artist of Armenia and Lithuania, Artistic Director of the Opera and Ballet Theatre Gegham Grigoryan of the blessed 
memory.

Conductor: Constantine Orbelian
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The Office of spouse of 
the Armenian prime minis-
ter Anna Hakobyan released 
details from the March 4 
meeting of Mrs. Hakobyan 
with US First Lady Melania 
Trump in Washington D.C.

Mrs. Hakobyan’s spokes-
person Hasmik Harutyu-
nyan told Armenpress that 
the meeting was held before 
the International Women of 
Courage Award.

“Before the award Anna 
Hakobyan and Melania 
Trump held a brief meeting. 
First Lady Melania Trump 
welcomed Anna Hakobyan’s visit to the 
United States and highlighted her par-

ticipation to the Award. In her turn Anna 
Hakobyan introduced the activities of the 
two foundations chaired by her. Both sides 

talked about their role and 
mission, and in this context 
emphasized the importance 
of the role of women. Anna 
Hakobyan and Melania 
Trump also discussed the 
holding of the Award and 
stated that such events are 
very important and serve as 
a great example, as well as 
inspire the other women”, 
Hasmik Harutyunyan said.

On March 4 Armenian 
PM’s wife Anna Hakobyan 
participated in the annual 
International Women of 
Courage Award in Washing-

ton D.C. at the invitation of the US Depart-
ment of State.

Britons have been advised against all 
non-essential travel overseas for a period 
of 30 days, meaning its time to give up 
thinking about travelling abroad at all for 
a while.

However, that doesn’t mean there isn’t 
time to plan the perfect trip you’ve always 

dreamed of, T.D. Isacke writes in an article 
for The Daily Mail.

“These days of self-isolation and social 
distancing could turn out to be ideal for 
masterminding a big adventure. So why 

not put your feet up, start dreaming — and 
planning too,” the author writes

First, the article recommends planning a 
trip to Georgia and Armenia.  

“Georgia is hidden away in the high 
mountains of the Caucasus with remote 
villages, monasteries, ancient churches 
and the lively capital of Tbilisi. The tour 
continues to Yerevan, Armenia’s intrigu-
ing capital, moving onwards into rugged 
countryside with medieval castles before 
stopping at Gori, the birthplace of Joseph 
Stalin,” the author notes.

Other options worth thinking about in-
clude a trip from Peru’s capital Lima to La 
Paz, a journey around Albania, Montene-
gro and Serbia, wildlife cruise along the 
northern coastlines of Norwegian island 
Spitsbergen, self-isolation on the Fanjove 
Private Island off the coast of Tanzania, a 
trip around the Dodecanese beginning in 
Bodrum and ending in Marmaris, a four-
night stay in Jamaica, hiking in Ethiopia’s 
Simien Mountains and a visit to Victoria 
Falls.

Office of Armenian PM’s spouse releases details 
from recent meeting with Melania Trump

Start dreaming of and planning a trip 
to Armenia and Georgia – The Daily Mail

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-8137439/When-coronavirus-crisis-theres-going-stampede-bookings-early.html
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To -
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 

or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 

such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti -
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
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President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.
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