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Thousands rally in Los Angeles for Armenia’s PM

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan urged Diaspora Armenians to invest in Armenia, regularly visit their ancestral homeland and become 
its citizens as he addressed thousands of them at a rally held in Los Angeles on September 22.

Pashinyan spoke before the crowd that gathered in the city’s Grand Park after holding meetings with Armenian American organizations.
He began his hour-long speech by thanking Armenia’s worldwide Diaspora for its “invaluable” assistance provided to the country since 

independence. He also thanked those California Armenians, many of them born and raised in Armenia, who supported last year’s “Vel-
vet Revolution” that brought him to power.

“We hope that the Diaspora will stand by the economic revolution taking place in Armenia just like it stood by the political revolution 
in Armenia,” said Pashinyan. “And I want to invite all Diaspora entrepreneurs to Armenia because in today’s Armenia you won’t come 
across the obstacles that have existed before. In Armenia, systemic corruption has been rooted out and the rule of monopolies and oli-
garchy eliminated.”

Pashinyan then renewed his calls for a “great repatriation” of ethnic Armenians from the United States and other parts of the world. 
“Great repatriation means, for example, physically staying and living in Armenia for one or two months 
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U.S. -- Armenian Americans attend a rally held by Armenian  
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in Los Angeles, September 22, 2019.



NextPrevious

2 

23 September #33 (1254) 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan and spouse Anna Hako-
byan were hosted at the Los Angeles 
city hall during their working visit to 
the United States, the PM’s Office told 
Noyan Tapan

The official reception at the city hall 
was followed by the private meeting of 
the Armenian PM and Mayor of Los 
Angeles Eric Garcetti.

The LA mayor welcomed the Arme-
nian PM, his delegation members and 
highlighted the PM’s visit to the US 
and Los Angeles. “We are delighted to host 
you, Mr. Pashinyan, at the Los Angeles city 
hall. The Armenian community of LA is 
very successful and is actively engaged in 
our city’s public-political life. Los Angeles 
and Yerevan are sister cities, we are coop-
erating effectively and attach importance to 
the cooperation with Armenia in general”, 
the LA Mayor said.

The Armenian PM thanked the LA Mayor 
for the warm welcome and the assistance 
provided for organizing a meeting at the 

Grand Park. Pashinyan said half of the 
agenda of his visit to the US is dedicated 
to the cooperation with California and Los 
Angeles. “Following the radical politi-
cal changes we are moving on the path of 
implementing major economic changes, 
recording an economic progress, and the 
cooperation with our partners in this pro-
cess plays a key role. As of today we have 
a good dynamics in economic growth, we 
are recording good results in eliminating 
the systematic corruption and monopolies, 
ensuring technological progress and im-
proving the business climate. The constant 

cooperation with our American part-
ners, including the state of California 
and the city of Los Angeles, as well 
as the exchange of experience will 
contribute to the success of these pro-
cesses. I also want to express gratitude 
to the Los Angeles city authorities for 
the attitude shown to the Armenian 
people”, PM Pashinyan said.

The sides also discussed the cooper-
ation development prospects in tour-
ism, IT spheres. Both highlighted the 
importance of establishing a direct air 

communication. An agreement was reached 
to boost the contacts to develop concrete 
mutually beneficial cooperation programs 
and record practical results.

At the end of the meeting the Armenian 
PM and the Los Angeles Mayor exchanged 
symbolic souvenirs.

After the meeting the officials departed to 
the Grand Park in central Los Angeles to 
participate in the meeting. The LA Mayor 
delivered opening remarks at the meeting.

POLITICS

Minister of education, science, culture and 
sport Arayik Harutyunyan received Ambas-
sador of India to Armenia Mr. Kishan Dan 
Dewal, the ministry told Noyan Tapan.

The Armenian minister congratulated the 
Ambassador on appointment, wishing pro-
ductive activity in Armenia.

Minister Harutyunyan said despite the 
centuries-old friendship between the Ar-

menian and Indian peoples, as well as the 
great development potential of the bilateral 
ties in science, education and culture, the 
two states still do not sufficiently utilize the 
cooperation opportunities.

In his turn the Ambassador said he is start-
ing the series of meetings with the Cabinet 
members from the meeting with minister 
Harutyunyan. He informed that the Indian 

Prime Minister is also in the United States 
these days and is expected to meet with the 
Armenian PM who is also there on a work-
ing visit.

Talking about the cultural cooperation 
and exchange programs, the Ambassador 
raised the issue of the possibility to shoot 
Indian films in Armenia. He also came up 
with offers, inviting the Armenian artists to 
participate in festivals of national song and 
dance in India.

Minister Harutyunyan considered pos-
sible the programs of joint filmmaking, 
proposing to hold culture days in the two 
countries in coming years. The Armenian 
minister informed that last year the number 
of Indian students studying in Armenia sur-
passed 1200, and this year nearly 600 ap-
plications have been submitted, and in this 
regard, he highlighted the issue of cooper-
ating with one of the Indian universities.

The officials also discussed the coopera-
tion opportunities in science, preservation 
of historical-cultural heritage and archaeo-
logical spheres.

RA PM, LA Mayor discuss cooperation prospects

Armenia, India to try to use existing great potential 
 in science, education and culture
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Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab 
Mnatsakanyan and Azerbaijani Foreign 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov held a 
meeting in New York mediated by the the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Igor Popov 
(Russia), Stefan Visconti (France), Andrew 
Shoffer (US). Andrzej Kasprzyk, Personal 
Representative of the OSCE Chair-
man-in-Office, also participated in the 
meeting.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range 
of issues related to the peaceful settlement 
of the Karabakh conflict and assessed the 
current situation.

The Armenian Foreign Minister hailed the 
activity of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-

Chairs and the Personal Representative of 
the OSCE Chairman-in-Office.

The Armenian side attached importance to 
taking steps to reinforce the ceasefire and 
reduce tension, including through imple-
mentation and application of corresponding 
mechanisms.

The need for consistent steps to build an 
atmosphere of confidence was also empha-
sized, including through the implementa-

tion of previously achieved arrangements.
Concerning the Armenian citizens de-

tained on the territory of Azerbaijan, the 
Armenian side emphasized the necessity of 
ensuring their repatriation.

From the point of view of promoting the 
peace process, Minister Mnatsakanyan at-
tached importance to ensuring proportion-
ality of the commitments undertaken by the 
parties in the settlement process, reaffirm-
ing Armenia’s principled position and ap-
proaches in the process.

The parties outlined further steps in this 
direction, including the visit of the co-
chairs to the region and a regular meeting 
of foreign ministers in the near future.

every year,” he explained.
“Real estate prices in Armenia and Yerevan are substantially ris-

ing now,” he said. “Buying a home in Yerevan, in Armenia means 
making a very good and reliable investment … Every Armenian 
must have a home  in Armenia.”

“Repatriation also means owning a business in Armenia and, 
more importantly, having citizenship of the Republic of Armenia. 
Every [Diaspora] Armenian must have Armenian citizenship,” de-
clared Pashinyan.

Pashinyan proceeded on Monday to New York where he is due to 
give a speech at a session of the UN General Assembly. 

On Saturday, U.S. President Donald Trump congratulated the 

Armenian leader on the 28th anniversary of 
Armenia’s declaration of independence from 
the Soviet Union.

“The United States welcomes the close co-
operation between our  nations and your gov-
ernment’s commitment to democratic and 
economic reform,” Trump wrote in a letter 
publicized by Pashinyan’s press office. “We 
strongly support the desire of the Armenian 
people, as expressed during last year’s peace-
ful events throughout Armenia, to live in a 
democratic country that respects the rule of 
law and is free from corruption.”

“I look forward to building on the partner-
ship between our two countries in the years 
ahead,” added Trump.

POLITICS

Armenian, Azerbaijani FMs discuss Karabakh peace process

page 1 
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POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Artur Vanetsyan, the former 
head of Armenia’s National Security Service (NSS) forced to re-
sign last week, have traded fresh and more bitter recriminations.

Vanetsyan hit out at Pashinyan when he announced his resigna-
tion in a statement issued on September 16. He said that the latter’s 
“impulsive” leadership style is not good for Armenia and runs 
counter to the NSS “officer’s honor.”

Pashinyan swiftly rounded on Vanetsyan through his press secre-
tary. His chief of staff said afterwards the former NSS chief was 
sacked because the prime minister was dissatisfied with his work.

Visiting the United States on Sunday, Pashinyan accused Vanet-
syan of showing “disrespect for the officer’s honor” by making the 
“statement against his commander-in-chief.” “Would an officer do 
such a thing?” he told a news conference held in Los Angeles. “Do 
you know what that means? That means throwing your shoulder 
straps into a trash bin.”

“That is disrespectful towards Armenia’s armed forces,” he said, 
likening Vanetsyan to Soviet generals who staged a failed coup 
d’état in August 1991.

Vanetsyan hit back at Pashinyan in equally strong terms on Mon-
day, saying that the premier is misleading Armenians and “again 
not thinking about consequences of his words.” “Imagine what will 
happen if I suddenly start speaking up without thinking about con-
sequences,” he warned in written comments to the “Hraparak” 
daily.

Vanetsyan claimed that following his resignation Pashinyan has 
been “sending people to me to ask me to keep silent for a while so 
that the situation calms down.” “But I can see now that he is once 

again breaching understandings and making incomprehensible 
and, in essence, shallow populist statements,” he said.

“I insist with certitude: time will tell who or what will end up in 
a trash bin,” added the 39-year-old career officer of Armenia’s 
most powerful security service.

Pashinyan appointed Vanetsyan as NSS director two days after 
the Armenian parliament elected him prime minister in May 2018. 
Vanetsyan quickly became one of the most influential members of 
his entourage, overseeing a number of high-profile corruption in-
vestigations.

Pashinyan has not yet publicly explained why he decided to the 
replace the NSS chief. His spokesman, Vladimir Karapetyan, sug-
gested last week that Vanetsyan might have secret ties to Armenia’s 
former leadership. Vanetsyan strongly denied that.

A former chief of the Armenian police, 
Hayk Harutyunyan, has been found shot to 
death in his home, law-enforcement author-
ities said on September 24.

Armenia’s Investigative Committee said 
Harutyunyan had a gunshot wound to his 
head when police officers discovered his 
body in his country house in Bjni, a village 
45 kilometers north of Yerevan, on Monday 
night. They also found a pistol and a spent 
cartridge lying next to him, read a state-
ment released by the committee.

The statement added that the law-enforce-
ment agency is conducting an investigation 
into a suicide resulting from threats, humil-
iation or negligence. Investigators have al-
ready questioned “witnesses” and 

established that Harutyunyan “consumed a 
considerable amount of alcohol” prior to 
his death, it said.

Harutyunyan ran the Armenian police 
from 1999-2008, during former President 
Robert Kocharyan’s rule. He headed two 
other security agencies after Kocharyan 
was succeeded by Serzh Sarkisian in April 
2008. The 63-year-old had held no state po-
sitions since being dismissed in 2014 as 
chief of a Justice Ministry division manag-
ing Armenia’s prisons.

Harutyunyan was a key witness in an on-
going investigation into the March 2008 
post-election violence in Yerevan, which 
left eight opposition protesters and two po-
lice servicemen dead. Unlike Kocharyan 
and several other former senior officials, he 
was not arrested or indicted following last 
year’s “Velvet Revolution” which toppled 
Sarkisian.

Citing anonymous sources, two Armenian 
news websites alleged that moments before 
his death Harutyunyan complained to an-
other person that he is being pressured by 
the authorities to give false incriminating 
testimony against Kocharyan and a retired 
senior police officer.

A spokeswoman for the Investigative 
Committee, Naira Harutyunyan, dismissed 
those claims as untrue. She said at the same 
time that investigators have interrogated an 
unnamed person who “was with [Harutyun-
yan] at the site of the incident.” The latter 
assured them that the former police chief 
did not allege any pressure exerted on him 
in connection with the 2008 unrest probe or 
any other issue, Harutyunyan wrote on 
Facebook.

In a separate post, Harutyunyan an-
nounced that the Investigative Committee 
has moved to question the authors of the 
two news reports about “circumstances of 
the case subject to clarification.”

Meanwhile, residents of Bjni who knew 
Harutyunyan personally expressed shock at 
the news of his death. The mayor of the vil-
lage where Harutyunyan is understood to 
have spent most of his time in recent years 
said he would never expect the police gen-
eral to commit suicide.

“I can’t imagine him doing that,” he told 
RFE/RL’s Armenian service. “He was not a 
weak guy; he was a very tough guy.”

Pashinyan, former Security Chief step up war of words

Former Police chief Hayk Harutyunyan found dead
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Governor of Armenia’s Vayots Dzor 
Province Trdat Sargsyan issued a statement 
announcing his resignation.

“Dear residents of Vayots Dzor Province,
Dear citizens and friends,
Taking into account the recent painful in-

cident in Yeghegnadzor town, I consider it 
necessary to present the following clarifi-
cations:

As I said previously, I was at home during 
that incident: I have presented proofs for 
this fact to the investigation body. I am con-

fident that an objective investigation will 
be carried out and those found guilty will 
be punished.

Nevertheless, once again denying my con-
nection to this incident, in addition attach-
ing more importance to the establishment 
of a political ethic and a political respon-
sibility in new Armenia, I announce that I 
made a decision to step down as Governor 
of Vayots Dzor Province after the comple-
tion of the large-scale strategic military ex-
ercises which launch today.

It was a great honor for me to serve in 
such a unique province like Vayots Dzor, 
communicate and work with the residents 
of the province every day who are proud, 
diligent people full of love towards life and 
belief towards the future.

I would like to thank the Armenian Prime 
Minister and my political team for the trust 
given to me at this responsible period”, the 

Governor said in the statement.
He also thanked the staff of the governor-

ate for joint work.
“I am confident that the works will con-

tinue in Vayots Dzor province and the life 
of its residents will gradually improve”, he 
said, adding that he prays for the recovery 
of Ara Mkhitaryan.

On September 17 a brawl occurred in 
Yeghegnadzor town, involving Lieutenant 
Colonel Ara Mkhitaryan and Harutyun 
Grigoryan, assistant to the governor of 
Vayots Dzor Province. According to some 
reports, Governor of Vayots Dzor Province 
Trdat Sargsyan also was involved in the in-
cident. Lieutenant Colonel Ara Mkhitaryan 
has been hospitalized and is in critical 
condition. Harutyun Grigoryan has been 
charged and is arrested.

Minister of Defense 
Davit Tonoyan says he is 
happy with the process of 
the ongoing mobilization 
which has been declared 
as part of the Armed 
Forces Engagement, 
Countering Adversary Ag-
gression strategic military 
exercises.

“This kind of exercises, 
when we are involving 
thousands of people in 
mobilization drills, have 
never happened before. 
And I am very thankful to everybody, be-
cause only after 6 hours thousands of peo-
ple subject to service reported to military 
commissariats and stations. I am satisfied 
with the results, even for me this was unex-
pected,” Tonoyan said.

He reminded that during the 2016 April 
War the military didn’t declare mobiliza-
tion, however the number of volunteers 
was high.

“During the April operations we didn’t 
declare mobilization. During the April op-
erations the Yerkrapah and other popular 
public organizations simply voluntarily 

expressed their desire to be involved in de-
fending our fatherland, defending Artsakh,” 
the minister said.

A simulated martial law has been declared 
as part of the ongoing military exercises in 
Armenia, Colonel Samvel Asatryan – the 
head of the Information Department of the 
Armenian Armed Forces General Staff ’s 
Administrative Apparatus told a news con-
ference on September 24.

“In accordance to the 2019 readiness 
plan of the Armenian Armed Forces the 
Armed Forces Engagement, Countering 
Adversary Aggression large-scale strate-
gic military exercise has commenced on 

September 24 in Armenia, 
including state and lo-
cal-self-governing bodies. 
At 06:00 the government’s 
decision on declaring a 
simulated martial law has 
been received. The com-
mand bodies and troops 
of armed forces have been 
ordered to complete com-
bat readiness level,” Asa-
tryan said.

The purpose of the ex-
ercises is the practical 
testing of military engage-

ment and combat utilization plans, training 
of involved forces and resources, conveying 
practical experience to governmental and 
local self-governing bodies, military com-
mand circles and mobilization resources in 
the direction of implementing mobilization 
objectives, studying and clarifying the pos-
sibilities of the involved forces, resources, 
mobilization bodies and harmonizing the 
actions of command staffs.

The drills will involve live fire exercises in 
different attack scenarios.

The drills will take place until October 5.

Governor of Vayots Dzor Province announces decision to resign

Defense Minister praises results of mobilization drills
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Pashinyan discusses development of cooperation with Synopsys executives

Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan continues his 
working visit in the United 
States, the PM’s Office told 
Noyan Tapan.

In the Silicon Valley the PM 
visited the Synopsys headquar-
ters where he was hosted by 
company President Chi-Foon 
Chan. Synopsys has a branch in 
Armenia – the Synopsys Arme-
nia, which operates since 2004 
with over 700 employees.

Chi-Foon Chan welcomed the 
Armenian PM’s visit to the 
company, stating that they at-
tach importance to the coopera-
tion with Armenia and its 
constant development. He in-

troduced the company’s activity 
directions, projects and stated 
that Synopsys has 120 offices 
in different countries of the 
world and the total number of 
its employees is nearly 13.000. 
According to him, Synopsys is 
constantly increasing its activ-
ity volumes and also plans to 
expand its operation framework 
in Armenia. Synopsys Armenia 
President Yervand Zoryan, who 
also attended the meeting, said 
Synopsys Armenia is one of the 
steadily developing and effec-
tive branches of the company 
both in program and personnel 
terms and plans to increase the 
number of its employees by 100 

annually.
PM Pashinyan thanked for the 

reception and stated that Syn-
opsys is a valuable partner for 
Armenia. “The Armenian gov-
ernment has declared the tech-
nology sector a priority, and we 
attach importance to the coop-
eration with the Synopsys. We 
are interested in attracting in-
vestments in the field of high 
technologies, creating jobs, pre-
paring specialists and are ready 
to boost this process with the 
tools of the government”, the 
Armenian PM said.

Pashinyan introduced the gov-
ernment’s programs and initia-
tives in IT sector aimed at 
creating a favorable ecosystem 
for technological startups and 
investments.

The sides reaffirmed the read-
iness to develop the coopera-
tion and exchanged 
views on the future 
joint actions. The 
Synopsys President 
said this year Synop-
sys Armenia is cele-
brating the 15th 
anniversary of foun-
dation and invited the 
PM to take part in the 

event which will take place in 
November.

***
Thereafter, the Armenian PM 

met with the ethnic Armenian 
representatives of several high 
technological companies oper-
ating in the Silicon Valley. Pa-
shinyan said this meeting is 
important and is a good oppor-
tunity to jointly discuss the co-
operation opportunities. He 
said the technological sector is 
one of the priorities of the Ar-
menian government, with the 
goal to make Armenia an intel-
lectual country.

The IT sector representatives 
welcomed the Armenian PM’s 
visit to the Silicon Valley and 
stated that they are interested in 
the opportunities to make in-
vestments and operate in Arme-
nia in the technological sector.

Armenia is the country, which best matches for doing business 
with California, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in 
an address to California’s business community. 

“We see tremendous opportunities for tapping into California’s 
huge trade and investment potential,” the Prime Minister added.

He said “wine-making, information technologies, tourism and 
agriculture are among the most developed sectors of Armenia’s 
economy.”

At the same time, these are the areas where California keeps 
global leadership for many years, Nikol Pashinyan added. 

“There is a fertile ground for joint business initiatives. The exist-
ence of the vigorous Armenian community, which is bounding our 
countries, is yet another compelling argument proving that we 
should be working together to strengthen trade and involvement 
relations between Armenia and California,” Pashinyan said.

“Armenia is known for its rich cultural heritage, vibrant history, 
hospitality and amazing landscape. But this is not enough to make 
the image of our country complete. Today we change the way we 
manage our country and our economy,” the Prime Minister stated.

At the same time, he said, we have to ensure that the Armenian 
economy is dynamic and responsive to the changes that are taking 
place around the world.

“Last year the Armenian people opted for change. We chose free-
dom and democracy over autocracy and demonstrated that nothing 
is stronger than will, belief and action of the people. However, 
political change is only the first step. We shall translate the will and 
aspiration of our people into economic and social development, 
Pashinyan stated.

Armenia best matched for doing business with California – PM
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Head of Russian Federal Tax Service Mikhail Mishustin announced as 
a Keynote Speaker at WCIT 2019

Mikhail Mishustin, Head of the Federal 
Tax Service of Russia, will be joining the 
23rd World Congress on Information Tech-
nology (WCIT 2019) as a Keynote Speaker 
in Yerevan, Armenia. He will be speaking 
on the Law & Regulation of ICT Panel 
during the congress from October 6 to 9.

Mr. Mishustin will discuss the digital 
transformation of the economy and society 
and how these changes impact tax admin-
istration. The Law & Regulation of ICT 
Panel will explore how analog law and reg-
ulation can keep pace with the ever-chang-
ing realities of a tech world that moves at a 
digital speed.

“We are very proud to have a well-known 
dignitary such as Mr. Mishustin on this 
panel to give an important perspective on 
such a crucial matter in the modern world 
of technology” said the president of the 
Union of Advanced Technology Enterprises 
(UATE, Armenia), Alexander Yesayan.

Mr. Mishustin has been Head of the Fed-
eral Tax Service since 6 April 2010. He 
was appointed Deputy Head of the Russian 

Federal Tax Service in 1998, and went on 
to serve as Deputy Minister of the Russian 
Federation on Taxes and Levies from 1999 
to 2004. In 2008 he became President of the 
UFG (UFG Asset Management) group of 
companies – one of the largest companies 
working in Russia in the field of asset man-
agement, private equity, and, together with 
Deutsche Bank, domestic mutual funds.

Joining the discussion on Law & Regula-
tion of ICT alongside Mikhail Mishustin, 
will be Olga Mack, Vice-President of Strat-
egy at Quantstamp; Francesca Lagerberg, 
Head of Global Network Capability Team 
at Grant Thorton International, and Axel 

Pawlik, Managing Director of the RIPE 
Network Coordination Centre.

The World Congress on Information Tech-
nology (WCIT 2019), one of the oldest and 
most influential ICT events in the world, 
will be held in Yerevan this year from Octo-
ber 6-9. The three-day congress will gather 
over 2500 participants from around 70 
countries: information and communication 
technology leaders, CEOs and investors, 
policy makers and government officials, 
academics, and technologists. This year’s 
theme is The Power of Decentralization: 
Promise and Peril.

***
WCIT 2019 will be held in Yerevan on 

October 6-9, 2019. The Congress is hosted 
by Armenia with the support and under 
the high patronage of the Government of 
the Republic of Armenia. The World Con-
gress on Information Technology (WCIT) 
was established by the World Information 
Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA). 
Its main organizing body is the Union of 
Advanced Technology Enterprises (UATE).

EU and EBRD-supported investment fund to invest 70 million EUR in 
Armenian economy

The European Union (EU) and the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment (EBRD) provided up to EUR 16 
million to support the launch of the Amber 
Capital EU-Armenia SME Fund (the Fund), 
a private equity fund seeking to raise a total 
of EUR 70 million for investment in small 
and medium-sized enterprises in Armenia, 
ARMENPRESS was informed from EBRD 
office in Armenia.

The Fund will be managed by Amber 
Capital, an international investment firm 
with an established office and team of 
professionals in Armenia, and will seek 
to build a diversified investment portfolio 
across sectors including renewable energy, 
agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, infor-
mation technology and logistics.

Through its equity investments, the Fund 
will seek to enhance the competitiveness 
of beneficiary SMEs including through im-
proving corporate governance and transpar-
ency and helping them to internationalize. 
The facility also includes capacity-building 
consultancy offered to local enterprises, 
through the EU-supported EBRD Advice 
for Small Businesses programme, to en-
hance the investment readiness and pro-
mote competitiveness of the SMEs.

“The EU is a key partner for economic 
development and prosperity in Armenia”, 
said Katarina Mathernova, Deputy Direc-
tor-General for Neighborhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations at the European 
Commission. “The EU is proud to be add-
ing a new innovative tool to unleash the po-
tential for SME development in Armenia, 
creating jobs and providing concrete bene-
fits to the people. We are confident that the 
EU-Armenia SME Equity Fund will sup-
port the growth and competitiveness of the 
Armenian economy, attract foreign direct 
investment and help further develop inno-
vation based on the talents of Armenians”.

Armenian government has started build-
ing an innovative and inclusive economy, 
where small and medium-sized enterprises 

will play an important role. In this period 
of fundamental changes, the newly estab-
lished EU-Armenia SME Equity Fund will 
contribute significantly to the economic 
advancement of the country and will create 
new opportunities for entrepreneurs”, said 
Tigran Avinyan, Deputy Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Armenia.

“Armenia has strong history of entrepre-
neurship and a huge entrepreneurial poten-
tial. We are excited to support the launch 
of this private equity fund that will help to 
diversify the financing opportunities avail-
able to SMEs. This project will also help to 
improve the investment climate and over-
all diversification of the economy. We are 
grateful to our long-standing partner, the 
EU for the strong support of this project”, 
said Matteo Patrone, EBRD Managing Di-
rector of Eastern Europe & Caucasus.

“We are very excited to be a part of this 
initiative, pioneering the concept of insti-
tutional private equity in Armenia. The 
Fund will bring together the best of the 
two worlds: the highest quality investor 
base and strategically important corporate 
clients to create strong and long-lasting 

 page 8



NextPrevious

8 

23 September #33 (1254) 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

POLITICS

Kocharyan again denied bail

(RFE/RL – Yerevan)- Three days after de-
ciding not to recognize Robert Kocharyan’s 
arrest and prosecution as unconstitutional, 
a court in Yerevan also refused on Friday to 
release the former Armenian president from 
prison on bail.

Anna Danibekyan, the judge presiding 
over the trial of Kocharyan and three other 
former senior officials, thus dismissed 
defense lawyers’ assertions that he never 
attempted to hide from justice or obstruct 
the criminal investigation into the 2008 
post-election violence in Yerevan.

The lawyers requested bail for their client 
on Tuesday immediately after Danibekyan 
rejected their interpretation of a recent rul-
ing handed down by Armenia’s Constitu-
tional Court. The trial prosecutors objected 
to the bail request. One of them spoke of a 
“very high risk” of Kocharyan going into 
hiding and/or exerting “illegal influence” 
on witnesses in the event of his release.

The Constitutional Court ruled on Sep-
tember 4 that an article of the Armenian 
Code of Procedural Justice used against 
Kocharyan is unconstitutional because it 
does not take account of current and former 
senior Armenian officials’ legal immunity 
from prosecution. According to the ex-pres-
ident’s attorneys, this means that he must 
be set free and cleared of coup charges.

The lawyers said on Tuesday that Dan-
ibekyan bowed to what they called strong 
pressure exerted on her by Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan and his political allies. 
One of them, Hayk Alumyian, condemned 
the judge in even stronger terms after she 
refused to grant Kocharyan bail.

“The court has thus become a tool for 
Mr. Kocharyan’s political persecution,” 
Alumyan charged in the courtroom. The 
court is now acting like a government tool.”

Alumyan went on to demand that Dan-

ibekyan recuse herself from the case. “You 
are unable to administer justice in this case 
because you are under the influence of the 
force persecuting Mr. Kocharyan for polit-
ical purposes,” the lawyer told her.

The 41-year-old judge said she will re-
spond to the demand at the next court hear-
ing which she scheduled for October 7.

The high-profile case was assigned to 
Danibekyan less than a month ago. Ko-
charyan’s trial was previously presided 
over by another judge, Davit Grigoryan. 
The latter ordered Kocharyan freed from 
custody on May 18. He also suspended the 
trial, questioning the legality of the coup 
charges leveled against the man who ruled 
Armenia from 1998-2008.

Grigoryan was suspended by judicial au-
thorities in July after a law-enforcement 
agency charged him with forgery. The 
judge denies the accusation.

The Constitutional Court ruling on the 
case also angered the authorities. Pashin-
yan denounced it as “illegal,” while the 
pro-government majority in the Arme-
nian parliament decided to appeal to the 
high court to replace its chairman, Hrayr 
Tovmasyan. Majority leaders accused 
Tovmasyan of serious procedural violations 
and conflict of interest.

Kocharyan, his former chief of staff 
Armen Gevorgyan and retired army Gener-
als Seyran Ohanian and Yuri Khachaturov 
stand accused of overthrowing the constitu-
tional order in the wake of a disputed presi-
dential election held in February 2008. The 
prosecution says that they illegally used 
the Armenian military against opposition 
protesters that demanded the rerun of the 
ballot.

All four defendants deny the accusa-
tions. Kocharyan, who was also charged 
with bribery early this year, has repeatedly 

accused Pashinyan of waging a “political 
vendetta” against him. The authorities deny 
political any motives behind the case.

Kocharyan declared a state of emergency 
and ordered army units into Yerevan late 
on March 1, 2008 amid violent clashes be-
tween protesters and security forces which 
left ten people dead. He handed over power 
to Serzh Sarkisian, his preferred successor 
and official election winner, in April 2008.

partnerships. We aim to become a catalyst 
for change with the introduction of best 
corporate governance standards, technol-
ogy transfer and development of capital 
markets”, said Anush Simonyan, CEO of 
Amber Capital Armenia.

The EU is the biggest provider of finan-
cial support and a key reform partner in Ar-
menia that provides on average 1 million 
euro per week to contribute to a stronger 
governance, stronger economy, stronger 
connectivity and people to people contacts. 
With annual allocations of €40 million in 
grants, its current substantial portfolio fo-
cuses on supporting the reform agenda of 
the government, private sector develop-
ment, education and regional development. 
In addition, since 2014 more than €1 billion 
in the form of blended loans and grants has 
been invested in the energy, agriculture and 
transport sectors. The EBRD is the leading 
institutional investor in Armenia, active in 
all sectors of the economy. Since the start 
of its operations in Armenia in 1992, the 
EBRD has invested €1.36 billion in 178 
projects in the country’s financial, corpo-
rate, infrastructure and energy sectors, with 
90 per cent of investments in the private 
sector.

Amber Capital EU-Armenia SME Fund 
is created to promote the development of 
SMEs in Armenia through the first Arme-
nia only equity fund.

EU provided a commitment of 11 million 
EUR through a partial guarantee scheme 
that has allowed to attract private investors 
to the fund, and 4 million EUR for the pro-
vision of expertise to Armenian SMEs.

EBRD provided commitments of up to 
EUR 5 million • Amber Capital provided 
commitment of up to EUR 5 million.

The fund will provide financing to 
strengthen the competitiveness of Arme-
nian SMEs and support their access to in-
ternational market, in particular EU.

page 7 
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By Harut Sassounian
 

Part II
This is the continuation of the letter writ-

ten by Armin T. Wegner to Franz Werfel in 
1932, which is being published for the first 
time:

“Already in 1915 I became friends with 
Johannes Lepsius. As I traveled by train, 
from Constantinople through Asia Minor 
to Baghdad, I witnessed the entire depor-
tation. I repeatedly sent material to Lepsius 
for his collection. I have lived in close rela-
tionship with Armenians and Turks for sev-
eral years, and have spoken their language, 
albeit very imperfectly. Hiding under my 
stomach bandage, I smuggled the pictures 
that I had taken of the horror scenes in 
the desert. I transported them, at the risk 
of death, across the border along with the 
refugees’ letters to the American embassies. 
In 1919, in a public event in Urania [a sci-
entific society in Berlin], with the help of 
Johannes Lepsius, I showed the pictures in 
a sensational lecture. As a result, almost a 
pogrom broke out between the immigrant 
Armenians and Turks. Soon afterwards I 
published my book, ‘The Road of No Re-
turn’ (‘Der Weg Ohne Heimkehr’), reveal-
ing personal experiences from that time. I 
related most of the experiences from the 
days of the deportation, for my Armenian 
novel.

At short intervals, two more books were 
published — ‘In the House of Happiness,’ 
(‘Im Hause der Glückselligkeit’) and my 
‘Turkish Novels,’ (‘Türkische Novellen’) 
which also include two stories from the 
persecution of Armenians. At about the 
same time, in 1921, my novella ‘The Storm 
on the Women’s Bath’ (‘Der Sturm auf das 
Frauenbad’) – the description of an Arme-
nian massacre – appeared in the Berliner 
Tageblatt. In the same year I published the 
stenographic report ‘The Court Case of Ta-
laat Pasha’ (‘Der Prozess Talaat Pascha’), 
to which I was invited, along with Johannes 
Lepsius and others, as a witness.

In 1925, I began to write my Armenian 
novel, which I had already planned during 
the war. The first announcements of the 
work can be found around the same time 
in the Kirschner, and in Albert Sörgel’s 
history of literature, where the book had 

been announced with the title ‘The Expul-
sion’ (‘Die Austreibung’). But, as I set out 
to portray the vast epic of deportation and 
extermination of an entire race of people, I 
soon realized that my work would be piece-
meal if I confined myself to describing only 
the end of this tragedy.

So the work grew under my hand, more 
and more, beyond what I originally had 
planned. The entire fate of the people, and 
the struggles of the peoples of the Middle 
East, should be presented in it. The an-
tagonism of races, religions and classes 
were laid bare. It was not my will, but the 
inner nature of that work, which became 
a four-volume novel. I’ll give you a short 
outline of the blueprint that I shared with 
the academy two years ago.

The first volume deals with the prehis-
tory of the novel – the youth of the main 
hero, who was born in a small Asian town 
in 1890. In 1896, during the massacres 
of Abdul Hamid, he loses his parents and 
grows up an orphan in the Syrian orphan-
age in Jerusalem. The actual content of 
the first volume, then, describes life in a 
small Asian city, the contrast of the Turks 
and Armenians, their conflicting as well as 
common revolutionary activities, and it fi-
nally leads to Constantinople in the court 
of Abdul Hamid. This volume will be titled 
‘In the Shadow of God.’

The second volume, titled ‘Eternal Ha-
tred,’ leads first into the mountains of an 
Armenian village. It shows the differences 
between Kurds and Armenians, and finally 
depicts the outbreak of the revolution of 
1908 in Asia Minor and Constantinople, the 
removal of Abdul Hamid and the victory of 
the Young Turks, and ends in a general frat-
ernization and reconciliation of Turks and 
Armenians in the age of the Constitution.

The third volume, which will probably 
carry the title ‘The Scream of Ararat,’ be-
gins with the outbreak of the World War. 
This volume will also contain the conver-
sation between Lepsius and Enver Pasha, 
which Lepsius himself has so impressively 
recorded. The novel always shifts between 
the ruling classes, the leading authorities, 
and the people. The Young Turkish leaders, 
and the whole diplomacy of Europe, play 
their part. The book ends with the actual 
beginning of the deportation.

The fourth volume, titled ‘The Desert,’ 
then brings the extermination of the Arme-
nian people in the steppes of Mesopotamia. 
This part also contains the scenes of those 
two thousand refugees who had rescued 
themselves on a mountain and were then 
brought to Egypt by a ship of the Entente 
– scenes that I suppose to be the inspira-
tion for the title of your planned book, ‘The 
Forty Days Musa Dagh.’ An epilogue to the 
last volume describes the murder of Talaat 
Pasha in the streets of Berlin.

The entire work is expected to retain the 
repeatedly announced title ‘The Expulsion.’

Although I began writing the Novel as 
early as 1924, it was interrupted by my 
other poetic and journalistic works. In the 
years 1925 to 1927, the project matured to 
its full extent, and from the beginning of 
1930, I had to start the whole work once 
again. In 1928 my novel ‘Moni’ (the novel 
of a two-year-old child) was published in 
the ‘Berliner Tageblatt.’ At the same time, 
I offered the book to the publishing house 
Zsolnay in Vienna (in March 1928), and 
declared my readiness for a contractual 
bond for my planned work in progress, the 
Armenian novel, as a great portrayal of 
people. But Zsolnay refused. I then signed 
a contract with the Deutsche Verlags-An-
stalt in Stuttgart (in the spring of 1928), for 
my multi-volume novel on the Armenian 
deportation, and at that time I received a 
considerable advance.

The great economic hardship, the pressure 
to feed a family and the not quite satisfac-
tory sales of my other books, slowed down 
my work. Driven by financial obligations, 
I had to accept extensive journalistic work, 
again and again, which required long trips 
to foreign countries. In 1930, Thomas 
Mann applied on my behalf to the Prussian 
Academy of the Arts (Section of Poetry), 
referring to my work. At his instigation, I 
submitted to the Academy a more detailed 
plan of my great Armenian novel. I enu-
merated the various stations of the above 
listed individual volumes. Fortunately, the 
academy gave me considerable support for 
this work. But unfortunately, all of these 
sums were not enough to allow me to labor 
on the huge work with peace of mind.”

Armin Wegner Asked Franz Werfel Not to  
Write His ‘Forty Days of Musa Dagh’
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U.S. Democratic presidential 
frontrunner and former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden has called for an of-
ficial U.S. recognition of the 1915 
Armenian genocide in Ottoman Tur-
key.

“The United States must reaffirm, 
once and for all, our record on the 
Armenian Genocide,” Biden said in 
a letter to the Armenian National 
Committee of America (ANCA) re-
leased by the lobby group on Sep-
tember 20.

“We must never forget or remain 
silent about this horrific and systematic 
campaign of extermination that resulted in 
the deaths of 1.5 million Armenian men, 
women, and children and the mass deporta-
tion of 2 million Armenians from their 
homes,” he wrote. “If we do not fully ac-
knowledge, commemorate, and teach our 
children about genocide, the words “never 
again” lose their meaning.”

“Failing to remember or acknowledge the 
fact of a genocide only paves the way for 
future mass atrocities,” he added.

Biden, who is seeking the Democratic 
Party’s nomination for the 2020 presiden-
tial election, was a strong backer of Arme-
nian genocide recognition as a member the 

U.S. Senate. In particular, he co-sponsored 
in 2007 a relevant resolution that never 
reached the Senate floor.

The ANCA noted this fact in a statement. 
But it also pointed out that former President 
Barack Obama failed to honor his cam-
paign pledges to reaffirm his recognition of 
the genocide if elected.

“The Obama-Biden Administration … 
pivoted hard against the spirit and letter of 
its high-profile campaign pledge to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide, deepening 
official U.S. complicity in Turkey’s geno-
cide denials and ongoing obstruction of jus-
tice for this crime,” read the ANCA 
statement.

In 2010, Biden controversially claimed 

that then Armenian 
President Serzh Sarki-
sian had asked Wash-
ington not to “force” 
the issue of genocide 
recognition while 
Turkish-Armenian ne-
gotiations are in pro-
gress.  Sarkisian 
denied the claim.

In May 2015, Biden 
joined Sarkisian and 
over two thousand Ar-
menian Americans in 

attending a ceremony to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Armenian genocide held 
at Washington’s National Cathedral.

In an April 2015 statement, Obama again 
avoided using the word “genocide” in ref-
erence to the mass killings. He at the same 
time implicitly praised Pope Francis for 
honoring the victims of what the pontiff 
called “the first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury” in a Vatican Mass. Obama also paid 
tribute to Henry Morgenthau, America’s 
First World War-era ambassador in Con-
stantinople who tried to stop what he saw 
as a “campaign of race extermination” by 
the Ottoman Turks.t!

U.S. Senator and Democratic presi-
dential candidate Elizabeth Warren 
has reaffirmed her strong support for 
U.S. recognition of the 1915 Arme-
nian genocide in Ottoman Turkey.

Warren also vowed to help 
“strengthen the U.S.-Armenia rela-
tionship” when she congratulated the 
Armenian Assembly of America on 
the 28th anniversary of Armenia’s in-
dependence marked on Saturday.

“I believe that if we do not recognize the 
horrors of the past, we risk those horrors 
being repeated in the future,” she wrote in 
a letter publicized by the Assembly on 
Monday. “That is why I am an original 
cosponsor of a bipartisan Senate resolution 
that recognizes the Armenian Genocide and 

encourages widespread education of this 
tragedy.”

“I was honored to speak at the Armenian 
Genocide Remembrance Day centennial 
ceremony in April 2015 at the Armenian 
Heritage Park in Boston, and I will con-
tinue supporting efforts to bring recogni-
tion to the genocide,” added the senator 

from Massachusetts, a U.S. state 
with a sizable Armenian commu-
nity.

Warren is one of the main candi-
dates vying for the Democratic 
Party’s nomination for the 2020 
presidential election. A Reuters/
Ipsos poll conducted earlier this 
month showed her solidifying her 
status as a top contender behind 
Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders.

Biden likewise wrote to the Assembly and 
another Armenian-American lobby group 
last week, saying that the United States 
must officially recognize the Armenian 
genocide “once and for all.” He too had 
cosponsored a genocide resolution in the 
U.S. Senate in the past.

Biden calls for U.S. recognition of Armenian Genocide

Another U.S. Presidential Hopeful Vows Armenian Genocide Recognition
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Garo Paylan visits Armenian community of Alfortville, France

Massis Post – Garo Paylan, the MP of the 
People’s Democratic Party (HDP) paid a 
historic visit to the Armenian community of 
Alfortville, France.

Paylan who is of Armenian descent, was 
specifically invited by the Armenian Coun-
cil of Europe (ACE) for the screening of 
“RED” produced and directed by Turkish 
political scientist Kadir Akın.

Garo Paylan began his visit by meeting 
the Parish Council of the Armenian Apos-

tolic Church, chaired by Raffi Pohanian.
The priest of the parish, Der Dirayr 

Keledjian, then prayed for him by inviting 
him to stand above a receptacle, unique in 
a church, containing the land of various re-
gions of Western Armenia brought by the 
parishioners.

The visit continued with an exciting ex-
change with students from the Saint-Mes-
rop-Arabian school group, to whom he 
asked for the origin of their families. He 
invited those who did not know how to an-
swer, to ask their parents at home on the 
evening making them aware of the impor-
tance of these historic lands.

The director of the school, Agnès Minas, 
and the members of the Board of Directors 
of the Management Association, chaired by 
Karin Lerian also had the opportunity to 
talk privately with the Armenian MP.

Garo Paylan then paid tribute to the vic-
tims of the Armenian Genocide by laying a 
wreath at the feet of the Khatchkar of Al-

fortville.
Paylan also visited Alfortville’s Arme-

nian Youth Center, were he met with vari-
ous Armenian journalists, and was received 
by the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party 
Executive Committee of France headed by 
Saro Mardiryan.

Paylan joined Kadir Akin and held a pri-
vate meeting with the Mayor of the City of 
Alfortville, Michel Gerchinovitz, the dep-
uty of Val-de-Marne, Luc Carvounas and 
the co-president of the CCAF, Ara Tora-
nian, before attending a screening of 
“RED” at the Alfortville Cultural Center to 
a full capacity crowd.
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Cybertech international conference on cy-
ber-security launched in Rome, Italy.

Armenian President Armen Sarkissian is 
also taking part in the conference.

In his remarks on the topic “Armenia as 
an emerging regional center on cyber-se-
curity matters and an attractive place for 
investments”, the President touched upon 
several issues. He said Armenia is a classic 
example of a country of the 21st century. 
Armenia is an ancient country with ancient 
people, has a great history, has been a trade 
partner in different countries of the world 
and is the first country to adopt Christian-
ity.

“I believe that the 21st century belongs 
to the country like Armenia, we have a 
high-level education system, especially in 
the field of natural sciences. Being a small 
country, it has a great nation. Several times 
more Armenians, rather than those in Ar-
menia, live in different countries of the 
world who are engaged in various sectors”, 
the President said.

Mr. Sarkissian said Armenia pays a spe-
cial attention to education, educational 

programs. According to him, one can find 
in Armenia unique educational programs, 
such as the TUMO the experience of which 
is introduced in different countries of the 
world. He also mentioned the AYB educa-
tional program, Quant, etc.

Armen Sarkissian also talked about the 
new presidential initiative ATOM (Ad-
vanced Tomorrow) aimed at developing sci-
ence and technologies in Armenia. Within 
the frames of the project it is planned to 
create a city of science and technologies 
which will include leading international 
technological companies and organiza-
tions, research centers and universities. He 
invited the conference participants to par-
ticipate in this project.

“We have many achievements, including 
the startups. The Seaside Startup is being 
held in Armenia. In this regard I believe 
that I am also a president of a “startup”, 
and our startup is called Armenia. Young, 
but ancient nation that has good qualities, 
serious ambitions to become great as each 
startup strives”, he said, expressing hope 
that this conference will also be held in Ye-
revan.

The executives of Leonard S.p.A., RSA 
Security, Israel Electric Corporation, Eu-
rope Kaspersky and other companies also 
delivered remarks at the conference. The 
speakers stated that in line with the techno-
logical developments the cyber-attacks are 
gradually growing.

Banking sector, financial system, health-

care, infrastructures, management, etc: 
numerous fields which are targeted by cy-
ber-attacks involving both large and small 
organizations, as well as individuals. The 
digital society is expanding every year, 
but in line with this the cyber-attacks in-
crease. The speakers said that the leaders 
of the field have a responsibility regarding 
the security of the digital society. In this 
context they highlighted the importance of 
Cybertech conference which is a good plat-
form to find solutions.

From Tel Aviv and Rome, to Tokyo, Sin-
gapore, Panama, and more, Cybertech is 
the cyber industry’s foremost B2B network-
ing platform conducting industry-related 
events all around the globe. Its conferences 
and exhibitions serve as the go-to place to 
make business happen and learn all about 
the latest technological innovations, chal-
lenges, and solutions to combating threats 
within the global cyber arena.

Cybertech events feature top execu-
tives, government officials, leading deci-
sion-makers from a wide range of sectors 
including critical infrastructure, insur-
ance, retail, health and government, de-
fense, R&D, manufacturing, automotive, 
and more! Multinational corporations, 
startups, private and corporate investors, 
venture capital firms, experts, and clients—
come and meet all the key players from the 
cyber industry and be immersed in every-
thing there is to offer.

The conference will last on September 25.

Romania’s Chamber of Deputies (lower 
house of Parliament) unanimously adopted 
the bill on declaring October 12 as a Day of 
Armenian language, alphabet and culture, 
Armenian Ambassador to Romania Sergey 
Minasyan told Armenpress.

“I was very proud and delighted to attend 
today the debate of the bill on declaring 
October 12 as the Day of Armenian lan-
guage, alphabet and culture, which was 
unanimously adopted also by the Chamber 
of Deputies. I want to thank all members of 
the Romanian Parliament, specifically eth-
nic Armenian MPs Varuzhan Pambukchyan 

and Varuzhan Voskanyan for initiating the 
bill”, Ambassador Minasyan said.

Earlier the Ambassador said that he met 

with the Speaker of the Chamber of Depu-
ties and Members of Parliament to discuss 
the aforementioned bill. The sides also dis-
cussed the cooperation prospects between 
the Armenian and Romanian parliaments at 
bilateral and multilateral formats, attaching 
special importance to the active contacts 
and intensification of cooperation between 
the legislative bodies of the two countries.

On September 18 the Senate (upper house 
of Parliament) of Romania adopted the bill 
on declaring October 12 as a Day of Arme-
nian language, alphabet and culture.

Armenia has serious ambitions in technology field: Sarkissian 
delivers speech at Cybertech

Romania’s Chamber of Deputies adopts bill to  declare 
October 12 Day of Armenian language
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The specially formed WCIT World Or-
chestra will perform the first ever concert 
of music written live by artificial intelli-
gence (AI), in which the musicians perform 
the score as it is being written. 

The idea for the FREE outdoor concert in 
Republic Square comes from Sergey Sm-
batyan, Music Director of the Armenian 
State Symphony Orchestra, who will also 
conduct the orchestra.

The concert is part of the opening cere-
mony of the World Congress of Informa-
tion Technology (WCIT), one of the largest 
IT events in the world, which will be held 
this year in Yerevan, Armenia. 

The WCIT World Orchestra is formed of 
more than 100 professional musicians: 75 
drawn from orchestras in the 14 countries 
that have previously hosted WCIT and 30 
from the Armenian State Symphony Or-
chestra.

Established in 1978, the  WCIT  – the 
signature event of the World Information 
Technology & Services Alliance, a con-
sortium of ICT associations from 83 coun-
tries, representing 90% of the industry – is 
held annually in different countries around 
the world. A key topic in 2019 is Artificial 
Intelligence and speakers include leaders 
from the world’s biggest tech companies 
such as Microsoft, Pixar, Intel, VMware, 
Siemens and Reddit alongside international 
media representatives including Kim Kar-
dashian West.

For the first time, the Congress will in-
clude a music-related project in the form of 
the WCIT World Orchestra, which has been 
put together in a collaboration between the 
WCIT, the Armenian State Symphony Or-
chestra and Sergey Smbatyan, the Orches-
tra’s Artistic Director.

The WCIT World Orchestra will com-
prise musicians from the 14 countries that 
have previously hosted the Congress, as 
well as 30 musicians from the Armenian 
State Symphony Orchestra to represent 
this year’s hosting country, making it one 
of the most cross-continental orchestras in 
the world.

In the first concert of its kind, the musi-
cians of the WCIT World Orchestra will 
perform two works as they are being com-
posed live by AI. The technology will cre-
ate two pieces of music live in front of the 
audience. The first will be a composition 
based on the anthems of the 15 previous 
(and current) host countries to create a new 
‘WCIT anthem’. For the second composi-
tion, the AI technology will generate a new 
work based on its database of traditional 
Armenian chants.

The artificial intelligence – or ‘artificial 
talent’ as conductor Sergey Smbatyan re-
fers to it – will transmit each musical part to 
tablets on the musicians’ stands in order for 
them perform the music as it is being cre-
ated. Sergey Smbatyan will also be seeing 
the full score for the first time. The process 

will have been tested with the technology 
in rehearsal, but the musicians will only see 
the new music for the first time as it is com-
posed during the concert.  

Sergey Smbatyan, Artistic Director 
and Principal Conductor of the Armenian 
State Symphony Orchestra, as well as the 
founder of the WCIT World Orchestra, 
said, “This ambitious creative endeavour 
will explore uncharted territory, creating 
symbiosis where art, culture, and technol-
ogy meet. I like to call this type of AI ‘Ar-
tificial Talent’, as it brings together these 
two definitive fields. The whole world will 
witness this extraordinary fusion of music 
and technology, and gives us the opportu-
nity to showcase the power of music. The 
creation of this orchestra underlines the im-
portance of culture within the technology 
sphere, and once again proves that music 
transcends boundaries and does not recog-
nise nationality.“

A spokesperson from WCIT  said:  “The 
world has witnessed AI make develop-
ments and improvements in spheres such as 
mechanical engineering and transportation. 
Now, this Orchestra and this concert will 
convey a powerful message to the world – 
they’ll demonstrate new horizons for the 
future of art, science and engineering all 
working together. We’re thrilled to have 
the first ever musical project at WCIT, and 
we think the Armenian State Symphony 
Orchestra are the perfect musicians to exe-
cute such an ambitious venture.”

The opening concert on the 6th October 
will take place outdoors in Yerevan’s iconic 
Republic Square and will include state-of-
the-art visualisations which will convey to 
the audience what is happening on the stage 
and how the music is appearing to the mu-
sicians. The concert will also feature music 
from eminent Armenian composers, a piece 
by Aram Khachaturian and a performance 
from Grammy-nominated Dutch DJ, Armin 
van Buuren.

The World Congress of Information Tech-
nology 2019 takes place in Yerevan, Arme-
nia from 6th – 9th October. The opening 
concert is at 8pm on the 6th October in 
Republic Square, Yerevan and is free to 
attend.

First ever concert of AI-generated music to be performed in Yerevan
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Borderland Koghb, the largest village in 
Tavush region, is 4.5 km away from the 
state border. The elders of the village joke 
that they live almost an urban life. They 
have two schools, two kindergartens, a 
house of culture and an art school. Their 
main occupation is horticulture and garden-
ing. Without the cautious and frightened re-
sponse of the children to the camera, the 
fact of being on the border may not even be 
felt, at the first glance. The camera carried 
on the shoulder is perceived by the kinder-
garten children as a firearm. It’s ignored 
later and the playing continues, quietly.

The first kindergarten in Koghb was built 
several dozens years ago. The kindergar-
ten’s non-typical building was first heated 
with coal and then with wood stoves in 
the years that followed the collapse of the 
Soviet system. Modern technological solu-
tions, especially the option of heating the 
building with alternative energy, have been 
unavailable to the kindergarten. Old-fash-
ioned heating has been a difficult and dan-
gerous process. Five stoves were installed 
in different rooms of the kindergarten, 
which houses 60 children. Although theses 
stoves have been in constant focus of atten-
tion of the staff, the danger and inconve-
nience have always been considerable.

“It is very difficult to heat the building 
in the winter months. We use wood stoves 

mostly, and sometimes electric heaters for 
heating. It is almost impossible to secure a 
stable heating. Rooms are often filled with 
smoke. Not to mention the effort of keep-
ing the moving kids away from shimmer-
ing stoves. I think the village should not be 
different from the city in this regard. This 
is particularly true for borderland villages. 
Attention should be high,” said the princi-
pal of the kindergarten Alina Mamyan.

In summer, the problem was presented to 
the partners, who have experience in solv-
ing similar problems. The response was not 
delayed. VivaCell-MTS and the Foundation 
for the Preservation of Wildlife and Cul-
tural Assets (FPWC) are already undertak-
ing practical measures. The partners strive 
to provide a warm winter for young chil-
dren. The project is also environmentally 
justified. Outdated and inefficient methods 
will be replaced by modern technology. 
Centralized heating system supported with 

solar water heaters 
will be placed.

“Children shall be 
saved from memo-
ries about hardships. 
This is particularly 
important for the fu-
ture. The hot burning 
metal or the smoke 
filling the room can’t 
cause positive emo-
tions. Maybe many 
years ago wooden 

stoves were normal or were the only solu-
tion for heating the room but today it is 
not normal as there are modern and safer 
technologies of heating. This is a program 
that allows, with the help of innovative 

technologies, changing the everyday life of 
the children living in borderland communi-
ties, as well as the lives of their teachers. I 
am glad that with a partner organization 
we can be useful to them,” VivaCell-MTS 

Founding General Manager Ralph C. Yirik-
ian.
The implementation of energy-saving 
heating systems in the borderland and 
remote settlements is one of the important 
steps in establishing a network of eco-
villages. In this way, it’ll be possible to 
integrate these villages into a process, 
which is based on sustainable development’s 
four components: environment, economy, 
culture and society. The program will 
significantly reduce community spending, 
and then the savings can be directed to 
solve other issues.

About “Eco Villages Network” 
project

Eco villages network includes selected 
intentional or traditional communities 
throughout Armenia, that are consciously 
designed through locally owned, partici-
patory processes to regenerate their social, 
cultural, economic and natural environ-
ments.

The core idea behind the whole concept 
of the ecovillages is integrating the four 
dimensions of sustainability – ecological, 
economic, cultural and social – through in-
tegral, participatory design.

The project is a new format of the long-
term cooperation between the Foundation 

for the Preservation of Wildlife and Cul-
tural Assets (FPWC), VivaCell-MTS and 
the Global Ecovillages Network (GEN) in 
the field of environmental protection and 
sustainable use of natural resources.

VivaCell-MTS: Modern Technology Instead of a Wood Stove
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