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The Chinese Ambassador to Armenia attaches importance to 
cooperation with Shirak Province in various fields

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China Fan Yong paid an official visit to the 
Shirak Province on June 24 and met with Governor Nazeli Bagh-
dasaryan.

The Ambassador shared his first impressions of the Shirak 
Province with journalists, noting that he liked Gyumri very much, 
the local climate is cooler than in Yerevan.

“I think that when Chinese tourists come to the Shirak Prov-
ince, they will have the same impressions as I do,” said Fan Yong.

During the meeting with the Governor of Shirak Nazeli Bagh-
dasaryan, the prospects of future cooperation were touched upon.

“The delegation of Shirak Province signed a memorandum of 
cooperation and mutual understanding in China’s Hainan province 
in 2019, which is already a practical step in terms of establishing 
close relations between the two regions. Today we have the oppor-
tunity to further develop those relations,” said the Governor.

During the meeting, reference was made to the opening of the 
Chinese Confucius classroom in the Shirak Province, issues re-
lated to the teaching of the Chinese language. The Governor as-
sured that she will be one of the first in terms of learning Chinese.

Ambassador Fan Yong thanked Nazeli Baghdasaryan for the 
warm reception, noting that the past 30 years of Armenian-Chi-
nese diplomatic relations have been quite productive.

Within the framework of his first official visit to Shirak Prov-
ince, Fan Yong also visited Gyumri Municipality, where he was 
received by Deputy Mayor David Arushanyan. The Ambassador 
then visited the Gyumri regional library, where in 2018, thanks 
to the efforts of the Ministry of Culture, the Chinese Embassy in 
Armenia, a mobile library was launched and “Smile” preschool, 
the building of which was renovated in 2019 with the help of the 
Chinese Embassy.

Published
Since 1993

2022

H I G H L I G H T S

The Noah’s Ark

29
YEARS

Weekly Newspaper Նոյյան Տապան շաբաթաթերթ (անգլ./ֆրանս.)

#25(1382)
27 June



NextPrevious
27 June #25(1382)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

2 POLITICS

Armenia, Qatar FMs discuss bilateral ties, regional security issues
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ar-

menia Ararat Mirzoyan had a telephone 
conversation with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the State of Qatar Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abd Al-Rahman Al Thani.

The Foreign Ministers hailed the re-
sults of the recent official visit of Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to 
the State of Qatar, and stressed the need 
for consistent implementation of the agree-
ments reached during the visit.

The interlocutors referred to the steps 
aimed at the political dialogue between the 
two countries, the intensification of mutual 

visits at high levels and the develop-
ment of economic ties. The develop-
ment of cooperation in the fields of 
information technologies, agriculture, 
air communication, tourism and educa-
tion was discussed.

Ararat Mirzoyan and Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abd Al-Rahman Al Thani 

also exchanged views on regional security 
and stability issues.

PM Pashinyan, the German Ambassador discuss the agenda of the 
Armenian-German partnership

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to Armenia Victor Richter, 
Noyan Tapan was informed from the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister stressed the impor-
tance of relations with Germany, which is 
Armenia’s largest trade and economic part-
ner among the EU countries, and expressed 
confidence that the high-level political dia-
logue will further promote mutually bene-
ficial cooperation.

Ambassador Richter noted that Ger-
many is interested in developing coopera-
tion with Armenia and reaffirms its support 
for Armenia’s democratic reforms.

The interlocutors discussed the pros-
pects for deepening Armenian-German 
ties. Expressing satisfaction with the pro-
grams implemented within the framework 
of the bilateral agenda, Nikol Pashinyan 
considered intensive agriculture a promis-
ing direction. The Ambassador of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany welcomed the 
Prime Minister’s proposal and mentioned 
also the joint programs in the fields of 
SME, energy, water management, e-gover-
nance, finance and other spheres. The sides 

attach importance to the activities of the 
German Agency for International Cooper-
ation (GIZ) and the Reconstruction Credit 
Institute (KfW) in Armenia.

During the meeting the sides also 
touched upon regional developments and 
work on unblocking the communication 
routes. PM Pashinyan and Ambassador 
Richter exchanged views on the situation 
in Nagorno Karabakh.

The Prime Minister presented Arme-
nia’s positions on the settlement of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the peace 

agenda announced by the Armenian Gov-
ernment. Nikol Pashinyan stressed that 
the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh’s status 
remains unresolved, it should be settled 
within the framework of the internationally 
recognized format, under the mandate of 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs. The 
Prime Minister touched upon the issues of 
the return of Armenian prisoners of war, 
hostages and other detainees still being 
held in Azerbaijan, the protection and pres-
ervation of the Armenian historical and 
cultural heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Kristina A. Kvien nominated as new US Ambassador to Armenia
US President Joe Biden has nominated 

Kristina A. Kvien as new US Ambassador 
to Armenia replacing Lynne Tracy who has 
been serving in Yerevan since 2019.

A career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service with the rank of Minister-Coun-
selor, Kvien serves as Deputy Chief of 
Mission at U.S. Embassy Kyiv. She was 
previously Chargé d’Affaires ad interim 
from 2020-2022. Prior to that, she served 
as Minister-Counselor for Economic Af-
fairs at the U.S. Embassy in Paris, France 
and as Economic Counselor at the U.S. 
Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand. In both 
Paris and Bangkok, she served more than 

one year as Acting Deputy Chief of Mis-

sion. She also served as Economic Coun-
selor at the U.S. Embassy in London.

Earlier in her career, Kvien was de-
tailed to the National Security Council 
in Washington, D.C. as Director for EU, 

Ukraine and Belarus affairs. Other over-
seas assignments include the U.S. Embassy 
in Moscow, Russia; the U.S. Mission to the 
EU in Brussels; and the U.S. Embassy in 
Manila, Republic of the Philippines. Do-
mestic assignments include the Office of 
European and Regional Affairs, and the 
Office of Central European Affairs, both in 
the Bureau of Europe and Eurasian Affairs.

Kvien, a native of California, holds a 
BA from Occidental College and an MS 
from the U.S. Army War College. She is a 
recipient of multiple State Department per-
formance awards and speaks Russian and 
French.

Armenia yet to receive response to its peace 
proposals to Azerbaijan – FM

Armenia is yet to receive response to 
its peace proposals to Azerbaijan, Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan 
said in an interview with Radio Liberty.

“Both publicly and in the international 
arena, as well as in the direct contacts with 
the Azerbaijani side, Armenia has repeat-
edly stated its consistency in the agenda of 
establishing peace on the highest levels, 
and that we do not consider anything un-
acceptable in the proposals of Azerbaijan 
regarding the future peace agreement, cer-
tainly, completing those proposals with our 
ideas,” the Foreign Minister said.

“We have conveyed our proposal for 
the framework of the agenda of compre-
hensive peace negotiations to Azerbaijan 
through the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair 
countries, but so far, we have not heard any 
official response. In other words, contrary 
to the statements of the President of Azer-
baijan, Armenia not only did not reject but 
also responded positively to the proposal 
of peace talks, waiting for Azerbaijan’s 
response. At the same time, we have pro-
posed Azerbaijan to launch consultations 
on the peace agreement between the For-

eign Ministers, but so far, we have not 
received any response. The Republic of 
Armenia reaffirms its readiness to launch 
consultations on a peace agreement at 
once,” he noted.

The comments come after Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev stated that they 
have not received a response from Armenia 
on the proposal to commence the works on 
the peace agreement.

The President of Azerbaijan also noted 
that one and a half years later, the Trilat-
eral Statement of November 9, 2020, is not 
fully implemented, referring, in particular, 
to the issue of unblocking regional trans-
port communications.

“Indeed, the Trilateral Statement of No-
vember 9 has not been fully implemented 
yet. Azerbaijan, violating not only its ob-
ligations under the Trilateral Statement 
but also international humanitarian law, 
continues to illegally hold in captivity the 
Armenian prisoners of war and civilians, 
using them as hostages, bargaining and 
subjecting them to human trade,” the For-
eign Minister said.

Moreover, he added, Azerbaijan denies 
one of the basic realities enshrined in the 
Trilateral Statement, stating that there is 
no Nagorno-Karabakh, and there is no Na-
gorno-Karabakh issue. Meanwhile, he said, 
the President of Azerbaijan confirmed the 
existence of the Nagorno-Karabakh entity 

by signing a Trilateral Statement. And as 
long as there is the Trilateral Statement, the 
existence of that entity cannot be denied.

“The gross violation of the Trilateral 
Statement of November 9 is also the fact 
that the Azerbaijani armed forces, violat-
ing the first provision of that statement, 
invaded the area of responsibility of the 
Russian peacekeeping contingent in Na-
gorno-Karabakh on March 24, 2022, and 
still remain there,” the Foreign Minister 
said.

“As for the unblocking of regional 
transport communications, we have re-
peatedly stated that Armenia is greatly in-
terested in the success of this process,” he 
added.

“The process would have been com-
pleted much faster if it were not for the 
continuous groundless statements of the 
Azerbaijani authorities on the exterritorial 
corridor, which have nothing to do with 
reality and the agreements reached in the 
presence of several international partners. 
Anyway, for the sake of justice, it should 
be noted that the discussion on the issue of 
unblocking is carried out in a constructive 
environment. I hope that it will not fail due 
to incomprehensible political intrigues and 
will be successfully completed soon,” Min-
ister Mirzoyan said.
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Armenia, Greece, Cyprus to cooperate on Diaspora issues
On June 24, a memorandum on trilat-

eral cooperation on diaspora issues was 
signed between Armenia, Greece and Cy-
prus in Athens.

The memorandum was signed by RA 
High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs 
Zareh Sinanyan, Greek Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Andreas Katsaniotis 
and the Presidential Commissioner for Hu-
manitarian Issues and Overseas Cypriots, 
Fotis Fotiou.

The signing ceremony was preceded 
by a face-to-face meeting between the two 
sides and a “2+1” meeting between the del-
egations.

Armenian Ambassador to Greece Ti-
gran Mkrtchyan was also present at the 
meetings and the signing ceremony.

The Memorandum sets the directions 
of cooperation between the three countries 

in the Diaspora, including the exchange of 
experience, inter-community cooperation, 
joint educational and cultural events, youth 
initiatives and more.

During the press conference that fol-
lowed the signing, Zareh Sinanyan stressed 
the importance of historical friendship and 
common values of the three countries. 
“I would like to stress that our Diaspora 
communities in the different countries are 
cooperating with each other and it is our 

commitment to encourage them to more 
actively collaborate and exchange best 
practices and know-how and finally to take 
actions toward promoting common values 
and interests to the greatest extent possi-
ble.” said the High Commissioner.

During his working visit, Zareh 
Sinanyan also met with the Armenian 
community in Greece and presented the 
activities, programs and policies of our Of-
fice. Then, they discussed the repatriation 
process, integration programs, the estab-
lishment of the first Repatriation and Inte-
gration Center in Armenia, and investment 
policy.

During the meeting, Zareh Sinanyan 
also touched upon the domestic policy of 
the Republic of Armenia, external and in-
ternal challenges, and the development of 
the regions of Armenia.

Armenian, Russian, Azerbaijani Prosecutor Generals discuss ways to 
solve humanitarian issues caused by 44-day war

A trilateral meeting took place in Minsk 
between the Prosecutor General of Arme-
nia Artur Davtyan, the Prosecutor General 
of Russia Igor Krasnov and the Prosecutor 
General of Azerbaijan Kamran Aliyev.

They discussed the possibility of find-
ing new opportunities for resolving the 
existing humanitarian and legal issues aris-
ing as a result of the war unleashed against 
Artsakh within the competence of the pros-
ecutor’s offices of the three countries. Is-
sues related to the implementation of the 
agreements reached during the previous 
two meetings were discussed.

The parties stressed the need to main-
tain the tripartite format of the meetings 
of the Prosecutors General as an effective 

platform for continuing legal contacts to 
ensure stability, legitimacy, de-escalation, 
basic human rights and security in the re-
gion.

Armenian Prosecutor General Artur 
Davtyan noted that despite the agreement 
reached during the previous trilateral meet-
ings on the incidents on the contact line of 
the Armenian and Azerbaijani armed forces 
and on the mediated exchange of operative 
information on the ongoing investigations, 
the criminal ceasefire violations continue, 
resulting in human losses, new threats to 
the realization of vital rights and security 
of the civilian population.

As a vivid example, the Armenian Pros-
ecutor General referred to the actions car-
ried out by the Azerbaijani armed forces in 
the direction of Parukh settlement, which 
left 16 servicemen killed and 16 wounded. 
Artur Davtyan stressed the need to prop-
erly investigate these actions in the village 
of Parukh, as well as other cases of gross 

ceasefire violations.
These realities also prove the urgent 

need to increase the efficiency of the oper-
ative exchange of information by using the 
resources of the representatives of the Rus-
sian Prosecutor’s Office located in Artsakh.

Artur Davtyan raised the circumstance 
that the 8th point of the trilateral state-
ment on the November 10, 2020 ceasefire 
was especially imperfect. He noted that 
the speedy return of 38 Armenians held 
in Azerbaijani is crucial to restoring trust 
between the parties, establishing peace in 
the region and extending security guaran-
tees, with particular emphasis on the full 
implementation of the humanitarian re-
quirements of the trilateral statement by 
Armenia.

As a result of the meeting, an agree-
ment was reached with the mediation of 
the Russian side to continue the talks in 
order to fully resolve the humanitarian is-
sues in a short time.
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Head Of Armenian Judicial Watchdog Sacked After Accusing 
Government of Blackmail

(RL/RFE)  -  The 
nominal head of a state 
body overseeing Arme-
nia’s courts was formally 
relieved of his duties on 
June 23, three days after 
publicizing what he sees 
as evidence of illegal 
government pressure ex-
erted on him.

Ruben Vardazaryan 
was already suspended as 
chairman of the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) in April 2021 immediately after 
being charged with obstruction of justice 
amid rising tensions with Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan. Pashinyan’s political al-
lies accused him of encouraging courts to 
free arrested government critics.

Vardazaryan denied the charges and 
said that he was indicted as part of govern-
ment efforts to replace him with Gagik Jah-
angiryan, a controversial former prosecutor 
widely seen as a figure loyal to Pashinyan. 
Jahangiryan was named as acting head of 
the SJC pending the outcome of the crim-
inal investigation into Vardazaryan, which 
is still going on.

The SJC launched disciplinary pro-
ceedings against Vardazaryan last month 
following a newspaper interview in which 

he claimed that Jahangiryan was appointed 
as a member of the judicial watchdog in 
breach of Armenian law.

In its decision read out by Jahangiryan, 
the SJC said Vardazaryan has been sacked 
as both chairman and member of the coun-
cil as well as judge of a Yerevan court of 
first instance for a “significant disciplinary 
violation.” The decision was backed by 
eight of the nine other SJC members.

Jahangiryan claimed that the decision 
was made on June 16 and is only being 
made public now. He thus seemed to deny 
any connection between it and a scandal-
ous audio of his February 2021 meeting 
with Vardazaryan which the latter secretly 
recorded and publicized on June 20.

The 14-minute recording suggests that 
Jahangiryan warned Vardazaryan to resign 

or face criminal charges. He also 
said he wants to help Pashinyan 
prevent former President Rob-
ert Kocharyan from returning to 
power.

The audio caused uproar in 
Armenia, with opposition and 
civil society figures describing 
it as clear evidence of political 
orders executed by Jahangiryan 
and his illegal interference in the 
work of law-enforcement bodies. 

They said that he must be not only sacked 
but also prosecuted.

The country’s main opposition groups 
portray Vardazaryan’s revelation as further 
proof that Pashinyan’s administration has 
been trying to tighten control over the judi-
ciary, rather than reform it.

The SJC discussed the scandal on Tues-
day but did not move to take even disci-
plinary action against its acting head.

For their part, prosecutors ordered the 
Investigative Committee to look into the 
audio. The law-enforcement agency has 
still not opened a criminal case in connec-
tion with it.

Vardazaryan’s lawyer, Hovannes Khu-
doyan, said on Thursday that his client has 
been summoned to the Investigative Com-
mittee for questioning.

Boosting Iran-Armenia economic cooperation 
to enhance political ties – official

Continuous cooperation between Iran 
and Armenia in the fields of trade and 
economy will lead to bolstering of political 
relations of both sides, Head of Chabahar 
Trade Zone Nasrollah Ebrahimi said at a 
meeting with Arsen Avakian, the new Am-
bassador of Armenia to Iran, adding that 
over 30-years-long diplomatic ties between 
the two countries have been based on fra-
ternal relations, Mehr News Agency re-
ports.

Chabahar has welcomed investors from 
all across the world, he said, noting that 
neighboring states, undoubtedly, are a top 
priority to this end.

Terming Chabahar as a center of in-
ternational communication, he said that 
the Trade Zone is not subject to economic 
sanctions.

Arsen Avakian, for his part, elaborated 
on his country’s main objectives pertaining 
to the current visit and said that evaluating 

Chabahar’s capacity and infrastructure for 
investment is the main goal of the trip to 
Iran.

“The second goal is to develop rela-
tions between India, Iran and Armenia,” he 
further noted.

https://en.mehrnews.com/news/188230/Boosting-Iran-Armenia-economic-coop-to-enhance-political-ties
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Moscow Stock Exchange to start trading in Armenian drams
On June 27, the Moscow Stock Ex-

change will begin trading in the foreign 
exchange market with the Uzbek sum, Ar-
menian dram and South African rand, the 
trading platform said RIA Novosti reports.

The statement said, “On June 27, 2022, 
the Uzbek sum, Armenian dram and South 
African rand will begin to be traded in the 
foreign exchange market of the Moscow 
Stock Exchange.”

“The new currencies will expand the 
trading opportunities of professional mar-
ket participants, their customers – includ-
ing subjects of foreign economic activity.”

Trading participants and clients will 
have access to spot and clearing tools for 
the following currency pairs: South Afri-
can rand – Russian ruble (ZAR/RUB), US 
dollar – South African rand (USD/ZAR), 
Armenian dram – Russian ruble (AMD/
RUB), US dollars – Armenian drams 
(USD/AMD) and Uzbek sums – Russian 
rubles (UZS/RUB).

The exchange will later announce the 
start of trading in the UAE dirham – Rus-
sian ruble (AED/RUB) and US dollar – 
UAE dirham (USD/AED) currency pairs.

In early June, Andrey Skabelin, Direc-

tor of the Foreign Exchange Market De-
partment of the Moscow Exchange, said 
in an interview with RIA Novosti that the 
Moscow Exchange plans to start trading in 
Armenian drams, Uzbek sums and Emirati 
dirhams in the coming months.

Orion Summit 2022: Armenia Central Bank Governor comments on 
dram devaluation and issues voiced by exporters

Governor of the Central Bank of Ar-
menia Martin Galstyan commented on the 
current devaluation of the Armenian dram 
and the issues raised by exporters during 
his speech at the Orion Summit 2022 in 
Yerevan.

He presented factors which contribute 
to devaluation of the dram, such as the 
flow of foreign visitors to Armenia, the 
growth in export of services. “Many of 
you visit restaurants in the evening where 
you can see how many foreigners there are. 
According to the statistical rules, it should 
be registered as an export. Thus, we can 
see an unprecedented growth in export 
from Armenia this year, which, of course, 
leads to the devaluation of the national cur-
rency”, he said.

He said that now some part of the so-
ciety, particularly the exporters call on the 
Central Bank to artificially depreciate the 
Armenian dram, which, most probably, 
should help them to be more effective and 

competitive. However, the CBA Governor 
raises a question whether the effectiveness 
or non-effectiveness of exporters depends 
on the devaluation of the dram by 5-10%.

“In my view, this is not a solution. The 
solution is to be unique. If we want to be 
unique, there are many things we can do 
together. But I will not rely only on the ar-
tificial depreciation”, he said.

Recently the Armenian dram has been 
appreciating especially against the US dol-
lar. As of June 21 exchange rates set by the 
CBA, the US dollar exchange rate has de-
creased by 4.02 drams, comprising 417.01 
drams. The Euro exchange rate decreased 
by 3.40 drams, comprising 440.07 drams

Tax revenues of 2022 state budget to increase 
by 40 billion drams

The tax revenues of the 2022 state bud-
get of Armenia will increase by 40 billion 
drams, and these funds will be directed to 
the reserve fund.

The decision was unanimously ap-
proved at the Cabinet meeting on June 23.

Minister of Finance Tigran Khacha-
tryan said in the first half of the year the 
state budget’s semi-annual tax revenues are 
higher than originally planned.

“As of June 22, the tax revenues are 
nearly 911 billion drams, and this is 30% 

more than the figure of the same period of 
the previous year”, he said, stating that the 
growth in tax revenues is connected with 
a number of factors, such as the improve-
ment of tax administration. The minister 
said that as of today the actual figures of 
tax revenues are sufficient ground for in-
creasing the figure of tax revenues by 40 
billion drams at this stage.

“During the discussions of the 2023-
2025 medium-term expenditure programs 
when we were summing up the actions 
to be taken in 2023, we recorded that we 
have capital programs in different areas 
which could be implemented also in 2022 
if funding is available. We have discussed 
the capital programs that are included in 
the appendix of the expenditure priorities 
as approved by the 2022 state budget and 

plan to include some of them in the pro-
grams that will be financed soon”, he said, 
adding that the increase in revenues will 
allow to start implementing new programs 
in education, healthcare and physical infra-
structure in coming weeks, which were to 
launch in the beginning of 2023.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said 
that with the results of 2021 the revenue 
part of the state budget has been fulfilled 
by 147 billion drams more than planned.

“As of today, we have collected 46 
billion drams more in terms of the perfor-
mance of the revenue part of the 2022 bud-
get. We think that if nothing extraordinary 
happens, the budget revenues will increase 
more, and we are now waiting for the min-
istries to present new programs”, the PM 
said.
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Dutch-Armenian Chamber of Commerce to 
open in Yerevan

Dutch-Armenian Business Days will be 
held in Armenia on July 6-8.

The event is organized by the Embassy 
of the Netherlands to Armenia within a hy-
brid platform.

Larisa Harutyunyan, the Political 
and Economic Affairs Policy Officer of 
the Embassy of the Netherlands in Arme-
nia, told Armenpress that a number of pro-
grams with the focus on agriculture and IT 
will be implemented on the sidelines of the 
Dutch-Armenian Business Days.

“As the Embassy in Armenia is new, is 
operating for one and a half a year, there-
fore, we will firstly present our economic 
priorities. It is of cognitive nature. Firstly, 
for the public to know that there is an Em-
bassy of the Netherlands in Armenia and it 
has an economic section. Developing and 
deepening the economic cooperation is 
going to be our priority. We will talk about 
the funding mechanisms; the support tools 
will be presented. We have a very good 
support program for businesses, we pro-
vide experts to small and medium enter-
prises free of charge”, she said.

Dutch businessmen are expected to at-
tend the event in Armenia. In addition to 
this, a group of businessmen will join on-
line. The event will focus on sectors like 

agriculture, mainly focusing on green 
economy, and information technologies.

Within the framework of the event, the 
opening ceremony of the Dutch-Armenian 
Chamber of Commerce in Armenia is ex-
pected. Following the ceremony, the Dutch 
Embassy will sign a memorandum with the 
Dutch-Armenian Chamber of Commerce. 
The purpose is to boost the business ties, 
attract investments, develop bilateral com-
mercial relations and provide multi-profile 
support to the members of the Chamber.

For registration, it is necessary to send 
an e-mail to JER-EVENTS@minbuza.nl, 
clearly mentioning the sector of interest 
and the date. The deadline is until July 1, 
2022. The agenda will be provided after 
registration. Participation is free of charge.

Asseco Group: European IT firm opening office in Armenia

One of the largest IT companies in Eu-
rope, Asseco Group, the main IT company 
of the EU-Asia Business Finance Center 
Holding, which has more than 60 com-
panies operating in different countries, is 
opening an office in Armenia. Asseco has 
plans to make significant changes in the 

financial sphere and invest large in Arme-
nia. It has worked actively in our country, 
but had no office in Armenia. The time has 
come.

In Armenia, Asseco Group will carry 
out modernization, digitalization, telemed-
icine of banks and other financial institu-
tions, as well as production of industrial 
robots to be sold in the Eurasian market.

Asseco Group is engaged in the auto-
mation and development of IT solutions 
in the financial, telecommunications, 
medicine, energy, industry and gas sec-
tors worldwide. The largest partners of the 

holding are companies such as UniCredit, 
BSGV, Citibank, HSBC, Sberbank, BNP 
Paribas, Raiffeisenbank, VTB, Deutsche 
Bank, ING, KBC, Toyota, OTP, Intesa San 
Paolo and other companies.

Asseco Group also implements various 
systems, infrastructure projects for gov-
ernment agencies in Europe and the CIS. 
The clients of the company are the national 
banks of Georgia, Kazakhstan, Greece, 
Serbia, Poland, Austria, the Czech Repub-
lic, Israel, the Balkans, other European 
countries, as well as the ministries and 
public services of those countries.

Russia supports unblocking of economic and transport 
communications in the South Caucasus – Zakharova

Russia will continue to support the ef-
forts of Azerbaijan and Armenia to unblock 
economic and transport communications in 
the South Caucasus, Spokesperson for the 
Russian Foreign Ministry Maria Zakharova 
said at a briefing on June 22.

“We welcome the intensification of the 
activities of the trilateral working group, 
co-chaired by the Deputy Prime Ministers 
of the three countries [Russia, Azerbaijan 
and Armenia] to unblock economic and 

transport communications in the South 
Caucasus,” she said.

She recalled that on June 3, a regular 
meeting of this group was held, during 
which “the parties brought their positions 
closer on a number of issues,” and on June 
16-17, discussions continued on the side-
lines of the St. Petersburg International 
Economic Forum (SPIEF).

“The Russian side will continue to 
provide close assistance to this process,” Zakharova stressed.
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Armenian, Russian PMs discuss opening of 
regional communications

Russia pays special attention to the 
unblocking of transport and economic 
infrastructure in the South Caucasus, in 
accordance with the agreement reached 
between the leaders of Russia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, Russian Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin said at a meeting with 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol pashinyan 
on the sidelines of the session of the Eur-
asian Intergovernmental Council in Minsk.

He said Russia is Armenia’s main for-
eign trade partner and the investor in the 
Armenian economy. “According to the 
results of January-April of the current 
year, the mutual trade turnover increased 
by 30% exceeding $ 890 million. I think 
there is still room for growth. The volume 
of Russian capital in the Armenian econ-
omy is more than $ 2 billion, there are op-
portunities to grow here as well, it will be 
important for Russian investors to expand 
their investments in Armenia,” Mishustin 
said.

“There are major Russian companies 
operating in Armenia – oil and gas, trans-

port, digital technologies, other sectors – 
we hope that the Armenian Government 
will continue to create favorable conditions 
for Russian companies. We are interested 
in expanding bilateral cooperation, launch-
ing new productions, promoting joint proj-
ects in various fields, first of all in industry, 
energy, transport, and digitalization. These 
issues are in the focus of our intergovern-
mental commission,” the Russian Prime 
Minister said.

He noted that by the relevant decision 
of the Government, all restrictions on the 
entry of Armenian citizens to Russia by 
land have been lifted. “We expect that in 
the near future the flow of tourists will be 
restored and will even grow further. In my 
opinion, this is very important for the pop-
ulations of Armenia and Russia,” Mishus-
tin said.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan, in turn, expressed gratitude for re-
sponding quickly to all issues that need a 
solution “in order to maintain the high pace 
of our trade and economic relations.”

“I would especially like to emphasize 
the decisions you have made regarding the 
Upper Lars checkpoint. You know that, 
unfortunately, it is still the only land route 
that connects Armenia and Russia. There 
are concerns about the current economic 
conjuncture, with some problems arising 

in connection with the increase of land 
economic flows; the decisions you have 
already made and which we have already 
agreed on are very important. We are also 
talking about this with our Georgian part-
ners so that the trade turnover between 
Russia and Armenia does not face artificial 
restrictions,” PM Pashinyan said.

“In this context, the opening of regional 
infrastructure, the unblocking of the whole 
region is very important. I would like to 
thank once again Alexey Overchuk and 
Mher Grigoryan, who are working very in-
tensively with the Co-chair of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan on these issues. I hope that 
the work done will result in concrete de-
cisions, as you know that the opening of 
economic and transport infrastructure in 
the region is important for all countries in 
the region. In the current situation, it is of 
special significance,” he added.

The Armenian Prime Minister also 
noted that the agenda of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union is also very important for us. 
“Both Armenia and Russia are interested 
in making the Eurasian Economic Union 
a more effective format. Of course, we are 
pleased with how this mechanism works, 
but there is always room for improve-
ment,” he said.

President Biden waives Section 907 restrictions on U.S. aid to 
Azerbaijan, again

Despite ongoing Azerbaijani aggression 
against Armenia and Artsakh, President 
Joe Biden has, yet again, waived Section 
907 restrictions on U.S. aid to Azerbaijan, 
clearing the way for continued U.S. assis-
tance to the corrupt, anti-Armenian Aliyev 
regime, reported the Armenian National 
Committee of America (ANCA).

“President Biden’s decision to green-
light military aid to Azerbaijan by waiving 
Section 907, again, emboldens President 
Aliyev to continue his illegal imprison-
ment of Armenian POWs, deadly attacks 
against Artsakh, and ongoing occupation of 
sovereign Armenian territory,” said ANCA 
Executive Director Aram Hamparian. “The 
ANCA will continue to work with U.S. 
Senate and House leaders to zero-out U.S. 
military aid to Azerbaijan and restrict pres-
idential waiver authority of Section 907.”

During his run for office, on October 

14th, 2020, then-candidate Biden stated 
that the United States must “fully imple-
ment and not waive requirements under 
Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act 
to stop the flow of military equipment to 
Azerbaijan.” As President, he first reversed 
his position on the issue on April 23, 2021 
– on the eve of his historic announcement 
properly recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide. “American recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide comes with responsibilities, 
among them not arming or abetting Azer-
baijan’s drive to complete this crime,” 
commented ANCA Executive Director 
Aram Hamparian at the time. “Any action 
by President Biden that green-lights U.S. 
aid to the Aliyev regime runs counter to his 
clear stand and, more profoundly, the spirit 
of his recent recognition of the Armenian 
Genocide.”

Section 907, enacted in 1992, estab-

lishes statutory restrictions on U.S. assis-
tance to the Government of Azerbaijan 
“until the President determines, and so 
reports to the Congress, that the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan is taking demonstrable 
steps to cease all blockades and other of-
fensive uses of force against Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh.” Congress included a 
Section 907 waiver in the FY2002 Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act. U.S. presi-
dents – Republican and Democrat – have 
waived Section 907 annually ever since.

The Section 907 waiver and subsequent 
extensions require a number of certifica-
tions, including that granting the waiver 
“will not undermine or hamper ongoing ef-
forts to negotiate a peaceful settlement be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan or be used 
for offensive purposes against Armenia.”
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Armenian MP calls out PACE’s failure to address protection of the 
right to self-determination

We have started treating human des-
tiny rather selectively and very often in 
the context of geopolitics, Armenian MP 
Armen Gevorgyan said, addressing the ses-
sion of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE).

He said in the past decades PACE has 
tried to pursue issues like minority rights, 
gender equality, diversity, and other im-
portant issues for democratic statehood, 
but has failed to address more fundamental 
aspects of democratic peace such as pro-
tection of the right to life and the right of 
people’s self-determination.

“Some debates in this Assembly show 
that we have allowed political expediency 
to make suffering of some Europeans more 
important than for other Europeans, to 

make the right of some European peoples’ 
for self-determination unconditional, while 
for others only decorative,” the lawmaker 
said.

“We have put much effort to abolish 
capital punishment in member states, but 
turning a blind eye on how high-tech in-
dustry creates new deadly weaponry, which 
is freely sold in the market. I have never 
heard of any investigation or fact-finding 
missions to explore how certain member 
states use prohibited types of weaponry, 
such as, for example, white phospho-
rus bombs. Certain member states have 
demonstrated that by the using of force and 
money some issues can be resolved while 
ignoring fundamental rights and free-
doms,” Gevorgyan noted.

He noted that it has become a strange 
tradition for the organization to avoid dis-
cussing violations of certain fundamental 
rights and freedoms, explaining that the 
Council of Europe does not deal with se-
curity issues. “This is a very unacceptable 
position which essentially encourages new 
violations.”

“Where and how it is decided that the 
right of people to self-determination is out-
side the interest of the Council of Europe, 
that any military aggression by any mem-
ber of our organization that kills thousands 
of innocent people is not our mandate?” he 
added.

“I try and fail to understand how can 
the European Parliament speak the lan-
guage of values and human rights by 
adopting the relevant language and resolu-
tions, for example, on the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict, while the Council of Europe 
and its bodies, including this Assembly, 
hide behind political correctness and fail to 
call things by their name,” the lawmaker said.

“I’m raising all these issues with only 
one aspiration: to contribute to the devel-
opment of our organization and making it 
a better fit to our troubled world. I believe 
it’s through the re-establishing of an envi-
ronment of respect, trust and dialogue that 
we can make our organization a relevant 
forum for international cooperation and 
the protection of values of the free world,” 
Armen Gevorgyan concluded

At PACE, Armenian MP draws attention to Azerbaijan’s state-
sponsored hatred towards Armenians

Hatred is especially dangerous, when 
it is proliferated towards a neighbor, and 
even more dangerous, when there is an un-
resolved conflict in need of a robust peace 
process, Armenian MP Sona Ghazaryan 
said, addressing the session of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

“This is a case in the context of the Na-
gorno Karabakh conflict, and systematic 
Armenophobia in Azerbaijan,” she said.

“You know too well the case of the 
Trophy Park in Baku that glorifies war and 
depicts Armenian soldiers in captivity, de-
grading human dignity and dehumanizing 
Armenians. This was a case of state-spon-

sored hatred and racism. The mannequins 
of Armenian soldiers were taken down 
only after Armenia filed a case with the 
International Court of Justice based on the 
Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination,” the MP noted.

She reminded about the interim deci-

sion of the International Court of Justice, 
calling on Azerbaijan to take all necessary 
measures to prevent incitement and promo-
tion of racial hatred and discrimination, in-
cluding by officials and public institutions 
targeted at Armenian nationals or people of 
Armenian descent.

“I believe that the Council of Europe 
and its Parliamentary Assembly should be 
very vocal and direct, calling state-level 
hatred, speech, racism and xenophobia by 
name. We should all together combat this, 
because hatred is a poison, it’s very hard 
to collect once it spills over,” Sona Ghaz-
aryan concluded.
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Very Reverend Dr. René Léonian: Let Artsakh Always Remain a 
Connecting-Link Between the Armenians Throughout the World 

By Gourgen James Khazhakian
Chief Correspondent
As it is known, Very Rever-

end Dr. René Léonian, one of the 
outstanding representatives of the 
French-Armenian community, of-
ten visits Armenia and Artsakh.

Recently, he visited the second 
Armenian Republic for the ump-
teenth time.

We talked about the visit to Art-
sakh with René Léonian, President 
of the Union of Armenian Evangel-
ical Churches in Eurasia.

- We, Diaspora Armenians, must 
compare Artsakh before the 44-day 
war and after the war.

Although we, Diaspora Arme-
nians, except for a few dozen Di-
aspora Armenian Heroes, did not 
directly participate in the liberation 
struggle, we are an integral and ac-
tive part of the nation, the people 
who once won. 

When I was in Artsakh last year, 
the situation was very sad ․․․

We saw security checkpoints, 
first Armenian, then Russian, then, 
on the way to Shushi, Azeri, with 
two flags, Azeri-Turkish, our peo-
ple had just buried their thou-
sands of sons, fathers, brothers, 
and then they and we were all very 
depressed…

This time, however, I can’t say 
why, that pressure, the negative at-
mosphere of people seemed to no 
longer exist․․․ People were rela-

tively calm…
(Perhaps it is this calmness that 

makes the Azeri guard on the road 
look at us more calmly, without a 
look leading to open provocation 
...-G.Kh.)

When I saw the new road be-
ing built by the Azerbaijanis inside 
Shushi Fortress, I told my driver 
that we should thank them, he 
asked in surprise. Why? …

Because soon that way will be 
ours,  I said.

․․․We visited two villages in 
Askeran region, Khramort and 
Khanabad that are ours, and Barukh 

is alas, no ․․․But the residents of 
our villages are worried because 
they saw the fate of Barukh ․․․

Behind that village there is an 
Azerbaijani flag on the slope; on 
the other one was the Armenian 
tricolor…

 The Head of Khramort vil-
lage announced really good news:  
The day before of our conversa-
tion, 21 of its inhabitants returned 
to the village: women and children 
mainly … There is life, and people 
have the courage to stay on their 
land. People repair houses, culti-
vate land … And they are deter-
mined to live and build on the land 
of their ancestors.

…Of course, the presence of 
Russian peacekeepers creates cer-
tain guarantees in terms of secu-
rity… But, to be honest, people 
are not so much afraid of the sec-
ular enemy as of the uncertain fu-
ture fate, the status of Artsakh, the 
rumors that Artsakh should suppos-
edly remain part of Azerbaijan.

They are waiting for the de-
cisive position of the Armenian 
authorities…

…I call on the Diaspora Ar-
menians not to think for at least a 
second about why to help our com-
patriots in Artsakh, if people have 
to leave from here… On the con-
trary, if we were doing one thing 
in Artsakh, now we have to do two 
things.

…I visited the Francophone 
Center in Stepanakert that was es-
tablished with the support of var-
ious French municipalities. I am 
convinced; it will be a bridge be-
tween Artsakh and cities of France.

I consider it my duty to inform 
that the Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America (AMAA) 
implements a number of various 
joint programs in Artsakh with the 
French organization «Espoir pour 
l’Arménie». By the end of the year, 
it is planned to open 
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Global Startup Ecosystem Index Report 2022: 
Armenia ranked 1st in the Caucasus

Armenia has moved 5 spots up to be 
ranked at 60th globally in StartupBlink’s 
annual Global Startup Ecosystem Index 
Report 2022.

Armenia continues to be 1st in the Cau-
casus region, with more than double the 
total score of Georgia, the 2nd in the re-
gion, suggesting Armenia will continue to 
hold this position in the near future.

With Yerevan as Armenia’s only ranked 
city, the country’s ranking depends greatly 
on its capital city. In 2022, Yerevan entered 
the top 250 city ranking globally. Yerevan 
has seen a major jump, improving by 38 
spots to 244th globally, and reversing its 
declining momentum from 2021.

This increase pushed Yerevan up the 
ladder in Eastern Europe, where it is now 
ranked 19th, versus 29th in 2021. Yerevan 
is the highest ranking city in the Cauca-
sus region, with a safe margin. Its score is 
more than double Tbilisi’s score, and more 
than triple Baku’s score.

“As a landlocked country with re-
stricted land access due to tensions with 
Turkey and Azerbaijan, the Armenian eco-
system manages to show true resilience. 
The Armenian government has long un-
derstood innovation is critical to the future 
of the country, and resources have been 
allocated to grow the ecosystem. In 2021, 
the tech sector in Armenia flourished, with 
new investments fueling growth,” the re-
port reads.

It reminds that the country’s first uni-
corn, PicsArt, recently reached a US$1 
billion valuation. Moreover, the Armenian 
startup scene has seen growth in terms of 
entrepreneurship and tech development, 
with companies like Shadowmatic and 
YerevaNN receiving praise for designing 
deep learning technologies.

“A strong and successful Armenian 
diaspora is also supporting the Armenian 
economy, and several highly successful 
American entrepreneurs of Armenian or-
igin, like Reddit founder Alexis Ohanian, 
are working to boost the local startup eco-
system. Armenian startups are built to tar-
get the global market from inception due 
to the small market size of the country. Ar-
menia has a population of only 3 million 

people, but offers a sizable amount of tech 
talent. Additionally, the Armenian govern-
ment does a great job of supporting tech 
startups, including tax incentives,” the re-
port says.

“To support foreign investment, Ar-
menia established Free Economic Zones 
and full ownership among other incentives 
under the legal framework On Foreign 
Investments. During the past few years, 
Armenia made significant progress in re-
ducing bureaucracy and corruption. While 
the Armenian startup ecosystems are still 
in their early stages and the country has 
work to do to recover from its turbulent 
past, there is substantial untapped potential 
waiting to come to the surface,” it contin-
ues.

Since 2017, the index offers policy-
makers and startup ecosystem stakeholders 
insights into their startup economy, unveil-
ing trends and momentum. The index is 
also used as a tool by founders and inves-
tors trying to discover the best ecosystems. 

This year’s report ranks the startup eco-
systems of 1,000 cities and 100 countries, 
and features several new sections and an 
improved algorithm.

page 10 an educational and cul-
tural center in Stepa-

nakert for refugee children from 
Shushi and other occupied areas.

Especially after the fierce war, 
by decision of Mr. Zaven Khan-
jyan, the Executive Director of the 
AMAA, the Association not only 
didn’t suspend its programs in Art-
sakh for at least an hour, but also 
increased their number.

In cooperation with the Art-
sakh authorities it was decided to 
renovate and reconstruct people’s 
houses… There is a number of 
other programs implemented in co-
operation with other organizations, 
local or Diasporan. 

Did you have meetings with 
the leadership of Artsakh?
- I met with the President of Art-

sakh, the State Minister in Yere-
van, the Speaker of the National 

Assemb ly, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and others - in Stepanakert. 
I talked to them about the current 
situation, the socio-economic is-
sues of the families, the future 
status of Artsakh as well as the co-
operation with the Diaspora.

I was informed that the «red 

line» for them is the status of Art-
sakh. And that impressed me quite 
a lot in the sense that they rule out 
Artsakh being part of Azerbaijan.

- In your opinion, to what ex-
tent do the Russian peacekeepers 
guarantee the security of the peo-
ple of Artsakh today?

․․․ I find it difficult to answer 
your question ․․․ but today, when, 
unfortunately, Armenia, first of all 
through its army, is no longer able 
to ensure the security of frater-
nal Artsakh, the only option is the 
Russians…

- What would you like to add, 
dear Dr. Léonian ?

- May God protect, guard and 
bless our nation in Artsakh, Arme-
nia and the Diaspora.

And let Artsakh continue to be a 
connecting-link for the Armenians 
throughout the world ․․․
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Strengthening link between workforce and education an ongoing 
imperative – deputy minister

Competitive workforce is one of the 
most important preconditions for the devel-
opment of the economy of the country and 
the community, therefore, the government 
of Armenia has set development of human 
capital, creation of jobs, and targeted and 
social development as a priority, Dep-
uty Minister of Labor and Social Affairs 
Ruben Sargsyan said during the Armenia 
Workforce Development Activity first na-
tional conference in Yerevan.

He said the ministry has adopted a 
policy of continuous development of 
human capital aimed at boosting labor and 
high-productivity employment.

“The ministry’s new draft strategy 

highlights more the conscious choice of 
profession, the promotion of employment, 
as well as the introduction of career devel-
opment and effective training systems”, 
the deputy minister said, adding that the 
employment strategy will be adopted this 
November-December and will consist of 
several components.

Deputy Minister of Education, Science, 
Culture and Sport Artur Martirosyan said 
the strengthening of connection between 
workforce and education is the continuous 
imperative in any country of the world. 
“Our task is to reach the point that the in-
vestments being made in education to have 
their direct affect also on the country’s 
economic life. There is an inter-agency 
stable dialogue in terms of enhancing the 
education-workforce link”, he said, add-
ing that in 2021 the government of Arme-
nia approved the state criteria for general 
education which is offering new content 
solutions, including introduction of a pro-
fessional orientation institute in all schools 

of the country which will provide students 
with an opportunity to choose their future 
profession.

In his turn Deputy Minister of High 
Technological Industry Gevorg Man-
tashyan said that their ministry is open to 
all those people who want to participate in 
the country’s technological change. “Not 
only the abilities, but also knowledge are 
important. Making great changes is diffi-
cult alone”, he said.

Armenia Workforce Development Ac-
tivity (AWDA) is a five-year program, de-
signed to provide the youth and women 
with the opportunities to improve their 
skills in line with labor market needs and 
find employment in the fields of ICT/high-
tech, agriculture, tourism and hospitality. 
The program is funded by the US Agency 
for International Development and will 
be implemented by Enterprise Incuba-
tor Foundation with Armenian National 
Agrarian University, Fund of Armenian 
Relief and CIVITTA Armenia. 

FIFA’s Infantino reaffirms determination to contribute to the 
prosperity of football in Armenia

FIFA President Gianni Infantio has 
reaffirmed determination to promoting 
the prosperity of football in Armenia.

In a letter to the President of 
the Football Federation of Armenia 
Armen Melikbekyan, Infantino ex-
pressed gratitude for the cordial wel-
come and warm hospitality during a 
recent visit to Armenia. He thanked 
for making their stay “so special on 
the occasion of our visit to Armenia last 
Wednesday, for the FFA 30th Anniversa-
ry’s celebrations.”

“First of all, please allow me to reiter-
ate my heartfelt congratulations on this his-
toric milestone and pay tribute to all those 
who keep our sport alive and ensure its 

prosperity in Armenia, and to all those who 
have contributed and continue to contribute 
to this invaluable legacy,,” the FIFA Pres-
ident said.

“During our visit, we have shared 
important moments. The audience with 
H.E. Nikol Pashinyan, Prime Minister 

of the Republic of Armenia, the ex-
citing match at Tsovagyugh Village, 
and the memorable FFA 30th Anni-
versary Gala dinner were certainly 
some of the highlights. All these 
moments shared together offered 
us the opportunity to exchange our 
ideas and vision of football and to 
express FIFA’s support for the de-
velopment of football in your coun-

try. No doubt that the mini-fields project 
will greatly contribute to it,” he added. 
He assured that “this visit has reinforced 
our determination to work together for the 
prosperity of football and the community 
in Armenia, and you can always count 
on FIFA’s support for this.”
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Upcoming Unicorns: Achievements of Armenian tech companies 
presented at Orion Summit 2022

The achievements of the Armenian 
tech companies, the “upcoming Uni-
corns” were showcased at the Orion 
Summit 2022 in Yerevan. Featured 
in the panel were companies such as 
Scylla, Embodied, Granatus Ventures.

Scylla develops AI-powered re-
al-time physical threat detection solu-
tions that help organizations augment their 
security infrastructure, optimize opera-
tions, save costs, and increase their situ-
ational awareness. Using its proprietary 
technology, Scylla delivers its solutions 
with exceptional accuracy and perfor-
mance, minimizing false alarms by up to 
99%.

Since officially launching its solutions 
to the market in 2018, Scylla has experi-
enced a major revenue growth and is now 
one of the leading real-time physical threat 
detection solutions on the global market.

Embodied is an industry leading ro-
botics and AI company creating state-of-
the-art companion robots to revolutionize 

human-centric care and wellness by en-
hancing quality of life for individuals and 
families. 

Embodied has developed Moxie – the 
next-generation AI robot that comple-
ments traditional therapy and supports 
social-emotional development in kids 
through play.

Granatus Ventures is the first venture 
capital firm to provide investment, exper-
tise and networks to startups worldwide 
that leverage Armenia’s potential as an 
emerging technology hub.

The Fund was initiated in 2013. The 
principal activity of the Fund is invest-
ing in a range of IP, technology or inno-

vation-based companies that capitalize 
on opportunities in high-growth sectors 
including but not limited to: ICT (enter-
prise software, consumer internet, digital 
media, mobile technologies); engineer-
ing (hardware, software and electronics); 
materials sciences and clean-tech. The 
Fund’s primary focus is on seed, start-up 

and early-stage privately held companies. 
The Fund invests in companies that carry 
out their core value-added activities in Ar-
menia. 

Orion Summit 2022 has brought to-
gether the founders of upcoming unicorn 
companies on one platform, who present 
their success stories and motivate young 
startup founders. For the first time, Orion 
Summit introduces the Armenian Startup 
Ecosystem consolidation initiative via 
Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) oppor-
tunities, and discuss possible impetus for 
much rapid growth of startup companies.

In addition, the Summit introduces the 
new Digital Julfa Network initiative.

White House unveils plans to reduce nicotine in cigarettes

The amount of nicotine in cigarettes 
sold in the US is set to be reduced to 
minimal or non-addictive levels, the 
BBC reports.

The White House on Tuesday unveiled 
the plans which could dramatically reduce 
cancer deaths – a goal of President Joe 
Biden’s administration.

But the measure is likely to face oppo-

sition by the tobacco industry.
Smoking remains the US’s leading 

cause of death, accounting for 480,000 
every year, according to the Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Nicotine is a highly addictive “feel 
good” chemical in tobacco products.

In a statement, the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) said that plans for a 
proposed product standard would establish 
a maximum nicotine level in cigarettes and 
“finish” some other tobacco products.

“Making cigarettes and other com-
busted tobacco products minimally ad-
dictive or non-addictive would help save 
lives,” FDA Commissioner Dr Robert M 

Califf said.
Dr Calif added that lowering nicotine 

levels may decrease the likelihood that 
young people become addicted to ciga-
rettes and help current smokers quit.

In 2020, an estimated 30.8 million 
adults in the United States smoked ciga-
rettes. The US Surgeon General estimates 
that 87% of adult smokers begin by the 
time they turn 18.

The initiative comes after the Biden 
administration in February set goals of 
reducing the cancer death rate by at least 
50% over the next 25 years, as part of his 
Cancer Moonshot campaign.
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I am excited to be in Charles Aznavour’s homeland. Zaz is looking 
forward to the Yerevan solo concert

Within the framework of “Haya” music 
festival, Armenia hosted French singer, 
composer Zaz, who performs pop, jazz 
music combined with soul-acoustic genres. 
Zaz will give a solo concert in Yerevan on 
June 25 at Hrazdan Stadium.

At a meeting with journalists on June 
24, the singer said that she is very happy 
to be in Armenia and is looking forward 
to the concert evening, during which she 
wants to share her energy with the musi-

cians and the audience, making the day a 
real holiday for everyone.

Speaking about the great chansonnier 
Charles Aznavour, with whom Zaz per-
formed the song Paris au Mois de Mai 
Paris, the singer stressed that she attaches 
great importance to Aznavour’s advice, 
but Aznavour urged Zaz to learn English, 
which the singer did not do.

“I am excited to be in Armenia, because 
this is Charles’s homeland, and I feel re-

sponsible. The last time 
I was here was in 2018 
within the framework of 
Francophonie. I was ex-
cited when I had to leave. 
People here are warm, 
full of love. I love the 
Armenian duduk, I often 
listen to Levon Minasyan 
‘s performances, which 
give me positive energy,” 
she said.

Aznavour had com-

pared Zaz with Edith Piaf and considered 
her the future of French music. The singer 
modestly mentioned that it is nice that the 
chansonnier said that about her, but there 
are many artists who present French music 
wonderfully. Zaz thinks that there are tones 
in her voice that are reminiscent of old 
French songs, and there is something new, 
and that combination gives a good result.

The duet of Zaz and Aznavour was in-
cluded in the singer’s album dedicated to 
Paris. According to her, Paris is colorful 
because people of different nationalities 
live there. The singer likens Paris to a rain-
bow.

Dr. Eric Esrailian elected to the Board of Trustees of the Academy 
Museum of Motion Pictures

Dr. Eric Esrailian has been elected to 
the Board of Trustees of the Academy Mu-
seum of Motion Pictures along with Julia 
S. Gouw and Shira Ruderman.

Ted Sarandos, Board Chair and Co-
CEO of Netflix, said, “We are thrilled to 
welcome these three extraordinary leaders, 

who have already done so much for our 
community, and the industry at large… As 
members of our board, they will support 
and guide the Academy Museum in real-
izing its ambitious mission of increasing 
public appreciation for the arts and sci-
ences of moviemaking and exploring the 

ongoing, multifaceted history of film.”

Dr. Eric Esrailian is a film producer, 
philanthropist, physician, and entrepre-
neur. He is also actively involved in philan-
thropic efforts and education. Dr. Esrailian 
has been a significant supporter of Acad-
emy Museum educational programs and 
is part of the leadership of several philan-
thropic organizations, including the Motion 
Picture & Television Fund.

He has produced films, including The 
Promise (2016) by Terry George, star-
ring Oscar Isaac and Christian Bale. He 
also produced the educational compan-
ion documentary Intent to Destroy (2017) 
with Joe Berlinger, which was nominated 
for an Outstanding Historical Documen-
tary Emmy. In 2019, Dr. Esrailian and his 
partners launched SOMM TV—a stream-
ing service with original series, films, and 
master classes dedicated to wine and food.
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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