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Pashinyan hails Armenia’s growing trade with Eurasian Union

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan cited Armenia’s growing trade with Russia and other members of the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) 
on April 30 as he hosted a meeting of fellow heads of government from the Russian-led trade bloc.

Speaking at the meeting held in Yerevan, Pashinyan also renewed his calls for the creation of a common EEU market for natural gas 
and oil mostly extracted in Russia.

“I am happy to note that there is a growth in commercial turnover with between Armenia and the union’s [other] member states,” he 
said. “EEU countries’ share in Armenia’s exports reached 28.5 percent in 2018.”

“[Armenian] exports to the union’s member states rose by 20 percent while overall trade by 11 percent,” he added.
According to official Armenian statistics, Russia accounted for almost 97 percent of that trade, which totaled around $2 billion last 

year. Armenia’s exports to Russia soared by almost 20 percent, to $666.5 million. By comparison, Armenia’s trade with the European 
Union stood at $1.83 billion in 2018.

Pashinyan said that further economic integration of Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia requires “the creation of 
common oil, gas and other hydrocarbon markets.” He said the EU member states should step 
up their efforts to put their energy cooperation on a “non-discriminatory footing.”
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ARMENIA -- Eurasian Economic Commission Chairman Tigran Sargsyan (L) and the prime ministers of Armenia, Rus-
sia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan pose for a photograph in Yerevan, April 30, 2019.
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Armenia and Israel have great potential 
to develop the bilateral relations, Foreign 
minister of Armenia Zohrab Mnatsakanyan 
said in an interview to the Jerusalem Post, 
adding that the two countries have a great 
history and civilization.

“We have an enormous sense of national 
identity and pride, so we can work together 
in so many fields of economy, agriculture, 
hi-tech, tourism, direct flights, health cul-
ture, education and so on and so forth”, FM 

Mnatsakanyan said.
The Armenian FM also touched upon Is-

rael’s selling weapons to Azerbaijan and 
noted: “It has been and remains an issue of 
great concern for us on several counts. Isra-
el’s arms trade is a weapon of death for our 
people. We have been witnessing the use of 
such weapons against our people. We are 
a security conscious nation and are highly 
confident in our capacity to defend our-
selves, and you will understand very well 
what that means. At the same time, we are 
dedicated to developing peace and security 
in our region. The arms race in our region 
does not contribute to building peace and 
security”.

In response to the journalist’s view that 
Armenia has good relations with Iran, 
which is an enemy of Israel, the foreign 
minister said Armenia is very insistent that 
building relations with one partner will not 

be at the expense of another partner. “But 
we also expect that all our partners will do 
the same. We are also very sensitive to the 
sensitivities of our partners”, he added.

Asked whether he is surprised and disap-
pointed about Israel’s position refusing to 
recognize what happened to the Armenian 
people in 1915 as genocide, the Armenian 
FM responded: “It’s not a matter for me to 
be surprised. I represent a nation that still 
faces the pressure of justice denied over 
105 years. My people are victories because 
we were supposed to be wiped off the face 
of the earth. The question of denied justice 
is about humanity. It is for Israel to decide 
whether to recognize [the Armenian Geno-
cide] or not. It is not about Armenia; it is 
about Israel. It is our collective duty now-
adays to reduce the risk of genocide and 
atrocities”.

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan received 
a delegation led by UAE State Minister, 
UAE-Armenia Intergovernmental Com-
mission Co-Chairman Ahmed Ali Al 
Sayegh.
Greeting the guests, the Prime Minister 

stressed the importance of the first meeting 
of the UAE-Armenia Intergovernmental 
Commission, held this May 2 in Yerevan, 
which is a good platform for discussing de-
velopment of UAE-Armenia relations. 
Nikol Pashinyan said our country keen to 
cooperate with the United Arab Emirates. 
He pointed out that the recent intensifica-
tion of economic relations and the trends 
observed in the sphere of tourism have 
demonstrated the positive dynamics of bi-
lateral cooperation.
The UAE State Minister thanked Prime 

Minister Pashinyan for the warm welcome 
and expressed satisfaction with the out-
come of both his visit and the discussions 
held at the Commission’s meeting. Noting 
that his country is eager to develop cooper-
ation with Armenia through joint projects, 
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh stressed that the 

Commission’s activities testify to this.
The interlocutors discussed ways of deep-

ening economic cooperation in different 
directions. The Prime Minister noted that 
his government has embarked upon a large-
scale reform program aimed at improving 
the business environment, creating equal 
conditions for economic development and 
attracting foreign investment. Nikol Pashin-
yan considered promising cooperation in 
the fields of agriculture, tourism, informa-
tion technology, renewable energy, con-
struction of reservoirs.
The head of the Armenian government 

noted that Armenia can become a bridge 
for UAE business entities to enter the mar-
kets of the Eurasian Economic Union and 

third countries. Coming to the cooperation 
in the field of information technologies, the 
Premier expressed the hope that UAE com-
panies may take an active part in the World 
IT Congress to be held in Yerevan in Octo-
ber, 2019.
Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh said his country 

interested in implementing joint programs 
in the areas mentioned by the Prime Minis-
ter, He pointed out that the UAE is ready to 
expand the bilateral cooperation with Ar-
menia in the political, economic and hu-
manitarian fields.
The Prime Minister of Armenia and the 

State Minister of the United Arab Emirates 
next touched on the steps aimed at estab-
lishing direct air communication between 
the two countries that will not only help 
boost tourism, but also step up trade turno-
ver. The importance of holding business 
forums and organizing reciprocated top-
level visits was stressed on both sides.
Taking the opportunity, Prime Minister 

Pashinyan thanked the UAE government 
for abiding by a balanced position on the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Armenian FM expresses concern over Israel’s selling weapons to 
Azerbaijan

Prime Minister, UAE State Minister discuss economic cooperation 
development prospects
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Armenia remains committed to its contin-
ued membership in the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EEU) and broader alliance with 
Russia, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
told his visiting Russian counterpart, Dmi-
try Medvedev, on Monday.

Pashinyan hosted Medvedev in his private 
residence ahead of a meeting in Yerevan of 
the prime ministers of five ex-Soviet states 
making up the Russian-led trade bloc.

Medvedev is the most high-ranking Rus-
sian official to visit Yerevan since last 
year’s “velvet revolution” which toppled 
the former Armenian government. In his 
opening remarks at the informal talks with 
Pashinyan, he said Armenia and Russia re-
main “allied countries that have a special 
history of relations.”

“Now is a very important moment in our 

relations,” Pashinyan said, for his part. 
“And I’m sure that contrary to pessimists 
we will succeed in raising our relations to a 
new level … I think that we should actually 
turn pessimists into optimists. We will do 
everything for that.”

Turning to the EEU, Pashinyan said that 
membership in the organization is “very 
important” for Armenia. “We will do ev-
erything to make the EEU and our mem-

bership in it more 
effective,” he said.

The Armenian 
premier likewise 
stressed the bloc’s 
significance for his 
country when he 
visited Moscow and 
spoke at the EEU 
headquarters in Jan-
uary.

Pashinyan criti-
cized Armenia’s ac-
cession to the EEU 

and even called for its withdrawal from 
the bloc when he was opposition to former 
President Serzh Sarkisian. But immediately 
after Sarkisian was forced to resign in April 
2018 he made clear that he will not pull his 
country out of the EEU or the Russian-led 
Collective Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO).

In an interview with the Moscow-based 

POLITICS

Pashinyan made a similar point when he 
visited the EEU’s Moscow headquarters in 
January. He was understood to imply that 
Russian gas should be as cheap in Russia as 
it is in Armenia and other EEU members 
importing it.

Belarus, which is also heavily dependent 
on Russian gas and oil, has long been advo-
cating this idea.

Belarusian Prime Minister Sergei Rumas 
complained on Tuesday about hurdles to 
greater commerce among the EEU member 
states, saying that they have become more 
serious of late. He seemed to allude to his 
country’s latest energy dispute with Russia.

Nevertheless, Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev declared at the Yerevan 
meeting that the EEU has proved to be a 
success since being set up five years ago. 
He noted ongoing efforts to make it a more 
effective organization.

Eurasian Union ‘very important’ for Armenia page 1 

newspaper “Nezavisimaya Gazeta” pub-
lished last week, Pashinyan admitted that 
he is still distrusted by “some Russian cir-
cles.” He said they are wrong to suspect 
that the Armenian “velvet revolution” was 
orchestrated by Western powers. He reit-
erated that there will be “no fundamental 
changes” in Armenia’s traditional foreign 
policy.

Meeting with Medvedev, Pashinyan said 
Russian-Armenian relations have “devel-
oped steadily” since last year’s regime 
change in Yerevan. Still, he noted the exis-
tence of some “issues” in bilateral ties.

One of those contentious issues is coup 
charges that were brought by the new Ar-
menian authorities last year against for-
mer President Robert Kocharyan and Yuri 
Khachaturov, a retired Armenian army gen-
eral who was the CSTO’s secretary general 
at the time. Moscow denounced the charges 
as politically motivated. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin signaled his continuing 
support for Kocharyan after the latter was 
again arrested in December.

Kocharyan, Khachaturov and two other 
retired generals are expected to go on trial 
soon.
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Minister of Healthcare Arsen Torosyan has denied testifying 
against temporarily suspended State Oversight Service Director 
Davit Sanasaryan in the ongoing criminal investigation into the 

latter’s alleged abuse of power.
“I haven’t testified against anyone, and overall testimonies aren’t 

given in favor or against someone,” he told reporters when asked 
to confirm or deny the rumors.

“I simply gave information. I’ve said this thousands of times, 
anything that I know will be accessible to law enforcement agen-
cies”, Torosyan said.

Sanasaryan is charged with abuse of power since April 18th by 
the National Security Service. His duties as Head of the State 
Oversight Service are suspended. Sanasaryan is banned from leav-
ing the country.

He vehemently denies wrongdoing.
The criminal investigation concerns alleged meddling by Sana-

saryan into state procurement of medical devices.

Healthcare minister denies testifying against indicted State Oversight 
Service chief

The Armenian Revolutionary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun) on 
Tuesday strongly criticized the current authorities’ track record but 
said it has no plans yet to try to unseat them.

In a statement adopted at a congress held in Yerevan, the opposi-
tion party’s organization in Armenia claimed that Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan and his government have failed to achieve “tan-
gible results in any area of public life.” It accused them of lacking 
“strategic development programs,” pursuing an “unpredictable 
foreign policy,” breaching judicial independence, and systemati-
cally discrediting “traditional national, spiritual and cultural val-
ues.”

“We often justify the failings and inactivity of the current author-
ities by comparing them with the former ones,” said Ishkhan 
Saghatelyan, the newly elected head of Dashnaktsutyun’s govern-
ing body in Armenia.

“Our people gave these author-
ities a strong vote of confidence 
and have great expectations but 
they are not living up to those ex-
pectations,” he told a news con-
ference.

Saghatelyan made clear at the 
same time that his party does not 
have a “regime change agenda” 
yet. He dismissed a newspaper 
report which claimed that 
Dashnaktsutyun plans to launch 
an anti-government protest 
movement before the end of this 
year.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of Ar-
menia’s former government 

ousted during last spring’s “velvet revolution.” It received two 
ministerial posts in Pashinyan’s first cabinet formed in May. Pash-
inyan sacked his Dashnaktsutyun-affiliated ministers and other 
government officials in October, accusing their party of secretly 
collaborating with former President Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican 
Party (HHK).

Dashnaktsutyun has since been increasingly critical of Pashin-
yan’s government. The center-left nationalist party, which remains 
influential in the Armenian Diaspora, failed to win any seats in the 
Armenian parliament in snap general elections held in December.

Saghatelyan, who served as a regional governor from June-Octo-
ber 2018, said Dashnaktsutyun is now open to cooperation with 
any political force, including the HHK, which shares its concerns 
and views. “We don’t have a black list,” he said.

Dashnaktsutyun slams Armenian Government
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(Yerevan – RFE/RL) - Gagik Tsarukyan, 
a wealthy businessman leading Armenia’s 
largest parliamentary opposition force, 
might be expelled from the National As-
sembly as a result of an inquiry ordered by 
prosecutors on April 30.

In a “crime report” submitted to the Of-
fice of the Prosecutor-General on Monday, 
a small and reputedly pro-government 
party said Tsarukyan may be combining his 
membership in the National Assembly with 
entrepreneurial activity in breach of the Ar-
menian constitution. The party called the 
Citizen’s Decision asked law-enforcement 
authorities to launch a criminal investiga-
tion and determine whether this is the case.

“We have sent that report to the Special 
Investigative Service (SIS),” said Prosecu-
tor-General Artur Davtyan. “The SIS was 
instructed to … take verification measures 
as a result of which the investigative body 
will have to make a legal evaluation.”

“We need to look into that report in great 
detail and answer all questions,” Davtyan 
told reporters.

In a separate letter to parliament speaker 
Ararat Mirzoyan, the Citizen’s Decision 
called for the creation of an ad hoc parlia-
mentary commission that would also look 
into the issue and, if necessary, ask the 
Constitutional Court to strip Tsarukyan of 
his parliament seat. Mirzoyan and other 
senior lawmakers representing Prime Min-

ister Nikol Pashinyan’s My Step bloc dis-
cussed the petition behind the closed doors 
earlier this week.

The developments came amid mounting 
tensions between the ruling bloc and Tsa-
rukyan’s Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK), 
which has the second largest group in the 
parliament. Some Tsarukyan-owned busi-
nesses were raided by tax officials shortly 
after the BHK leader criticized the govern-
ment’s economic policies in early April.

Senior representatives of the two political 
forces traded fresh accusations on the par-
liament floor on April 18 as the National 
Assembly debated a government proposal 
to impose tariffs on cement imported to Ar-
menia. The tycoon and his allies said the 
proposed measure is not far-reaching 
enough to protect domestic cement manu-
facturers. The largest of them, the Ararat 
Tsement plant, is owned by Tsarukyan.

During the heated debates some My Step 
deputies accused Tsarukyan of mixing pol-
itics with business. The latter rejected the 
accusations, comparing himself to U.S. 
President Donald Trump and Italy’s former 

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.
The constitution bars Armenian parlia-

mentarians from engaging in business. The 
BHK maintains that its wealthy leader 
meets this requirement because he only 
owns dozens of businesses and does not 
manage them on a day-to-day basis.

“This is a ludicrous initiative which is 
doomed to fail,” Vahe Enfiajyan, a senior 
BHK lawmaker, told RFE/RL’s Armenian 
service, commenting on the Citizen’s Deci-
sion move.

Enfiajyan warned of a “very tough” BHK 
response to any attempt to oust Tsarukyan 
from the parliament but did not elaborate. 
He did not deny a newspaper report which 
said that all 25 other BHK deputies will re-
sign from the 132-member parliament if 
their leader is stripped of his seat.

Tsarukyan himself reacted cautiously to 
the probe ordered by the prosecutors. 
“Since there was a complaint, they have to 
look into it,” he said, refusing to comment 
further.

Tsarukyan’s party supported Pashin-
yan-led mass protests that toppled the 
country’s former government one year ago. 
It helped Pashinyan become prime minister 
and joined his first cabinet formed in May 
2018. The premier fired his ministers affil-
iated with BHK in October, accusing the 
BHK of secretly collaborating with the for-
mer ruling Republican Party.

Tsarukyan Risks Losing Parliament Seat

Sweden’s Parliament, the Riksdag, has 
ratified the Armenia-European Union 
Comprehensive and Enhanced Partner-

ship Agreement 
(CEPA), the leg-
islature of the 
country reported 
on its official 
website.

The Armenian 
Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in 
turn reported 
that Armenia’s 
Ambassador to 
Sweden Alexan-
der Arzumanyan 

was invited to the debates.
Lawmakers from six factions of the 

Swedish Parliament delivered remarks, ap-

proving the agreement.
After the debates the chair of the foreign 

relations committee invited the Armenian 
Ambassador to a brief meeting.

The Swedish Parliament ratified the Ar-
menia-EU CEPA unanimously, the Arme-
nian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.

Other countries that have already ratified 
the Armenia-EU agreement are Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Estonia, United Kingdom, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Po-
land, Romania, Germany, Hungary, Finland 
and Armenia itself. As of now, the other 14 
EU member states are yet to make the rati-
fication, after which the deal will come into 
force in its entirety.

Half of EU has ratified Armenia CEPA with latest approval from 
Sweden
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Yerevan wants Eurasian Union to extend trade concession
The government will ask the 

Eurasian Economic Union 
(EEU) to continue to waive its 
hefty tariffs for used cars im-
ported to Armenia in increas-
ingly large numbers, Economic 
Development Minister Tigran 
Khachatryan said on May 3.

Armenia had to replace its tra-
ditionally liberal trade regime 
with more protectionist policies 
pursued by the EEU member 
states when it joined the Rus-
sian-led trade bloc in 2015. It 
was allowed to temporarily ex-
empt around 800 types of 
goods, including key foodstuffs 
and fuel, from higher customs 
duties set by Russia, Belarus 
and Kazakhstan.

Import duties collected from 
these products are due to be 
raised to the EEU levels by 
2020, meaning that they would 
become more expensive in Ar-
menia. The tariff increase will 
be particularly sharp for sec-
ond-hand cars imported from 
beyond the EEU.

Armenian car imports have 
grown rapidly in the last few 
years amid strong demand from 
not only local residents but also 
buyers from Russian and Ka-
zakhstan, where such vehicles 
are more expensive because of 
the higher EEU tariffs.

This growth seems to be ac-
celerating further in anticipa-
tion of the expiry in January 
2020 of the trade preference 
enjoyed by Armenia. The Ar-
menpress news agency quoted 
the chief of the Armenian cus-

toms service, Shushanik Ner-
sisyan, as saying that 9,481 cars 
were imported the country in 
April this year, sharply up from 
4,324 cars in April 2018.

Khachatryan said the Armenia 
government hopes to secure a 
full or partial extension of the 
tariff waiver. “There has been 
no official application [to the 
EEU] yet,” he told a news con-
ference. “But it’s a process that 
has to be launched and discus-
sions regarding it are now in 
progress.”

The minister cautioned that 
getting the other EEU member 
states to agree to such an exten-
sion will not be easy. “If the 
[planned] renegotiation was 
only about Armenia’s internal 
market, its outcome would 
probably more predictable,” he 
said. “But as we know, this sit-
uation where customs duties on 
imported cars are lower here 
than in any other EEU member 
state leads people to register 
cars here and sell them there.”

“That is now visible,” Kha-
chatryan went on. “In some cit-
ies of those states the number of 
cars with Armenian license 
plates is now so large that their 
citizens are wondering why 
these [import] taxes are col-
lected in Armenia but not in 
their countries. Why? Because 
those duties are lower in Arme-
nia. Now, as you can imagine, 
we have to argue during negoti-
ations why this should remain 
the case.”

President Armen Sarkissian hosted on 
May 3 the delegation of the German Fraun-
hofer Institute for Production Systems and 
Design Technology (Fraunhofer IPK) 
headed by the member of the Executive 
Board of the Institute, Director for Euro-
pean Policy and Business Development 
Jens-Günter Neugebauer.

The agreement on visiting Armenia was 
reached last November when President 

Sarkissian in the framework of his official 
visit to Germany visited the Fraunhofer In-
stitute and along with other issues dis-
cussed also the possibilities of expanding 
the cooperation.

Noting that he was impressed with 
everything he had seen at the Fraunhofer, 
President Sarkissian said, “The Institute’s 
entire concept is very interesting and pro-
gressive. It can be successfully imple-
mented in Armenia and give a start to a 
stimulating cooperation.”

Fraunhofer’s Director for European Pol-
icy and Business Development Jens-Günter 
Neugebauer said they see great potential 
for cooperation with Armenia in imple-
menting programs in the areas such as pres-
ervation of the cultural heritage through 
digitalization, renewable energy, introduc-

tion of artificial intelligence in the sphere 
of production, and others.

 “I hope that all your meetings in Armenia 
will conclude with practical steps and pro-
jects which we can implement jointly,” 
President Sarkissian said and noted that 
when it comes to new technologies and ar-
tificial intelligence, Armenia and Germany 
could become good partners.  
The Fraunhofer Institute specializes in the 
area of providing innovative technological 
solutions for the entire spectrum of produc-
tion processes, has over 70 scientific and 
research centers and is active in a number 
of countries. It cooperates with the Mesrop 
Mashtots Research Institute of Ancient 
Manuscripts in the digitalization of ancient 
and medieval manuscripts and in the frame-
work of virtual restoration program.

Fraunhofer Institute sees potential for cooperation with Armenia
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The future of High Tech in Armenia presented at Netflix headquarters
The Armenian National Committee 

of America’s Silicon Valley Chapter 
organized a panel presentation titled 
“The Future of High Tech in Armenia” 
at the Kabuki Theater inside Netflix’s 
headquarters. With over 300 commu-
nity members and supporters in attend-
ance, the theater was full to a capacity 
crowd, Asbarez reports. 

 The panel discussion was meant to 
be an open dialogue in the Armenian 
Community of the Silicon Valley. The 
panel was moderated by Aline Der Alexa-
nian Barsoumian. Aline, who is currently 
the Assistant Director of Development at 
the American University of Armenia, is a 
longtime ANCA activist and community 
leader. After introducing herself, she shared 
with the audience how the committee came 
to organize the event.

“Armenia has been a high-tech hub since 
before the fall of the Iron Curtain. The idea 
for this event came to our committee natu-
rally. We live in the Silicon Valley and Ar-
menia is in the midst of a high-tech 
revolution. We aim to bridge the 2 worlds 
on this platform this evening,” said Aline.

Today, Armenia has attracted some of the 
biggest tech giants in the world, and is also 
home to some amazing innovation and 
startups. There are so many factors contrib-

uting to the growth of the IT sector in Ar-
menia, including a highly skilled and 
educated workforce, and some government 
initiatives that are expediting this renewed 
growth.

The purpose of this event was to bridge 
the 2 worlds: Silicon Valley and Yerevan 
and discuss what role education, law, and 
entrepreneurship play in securing a better 
future in Armenia in the High-Tech sphere.

The panelists had a lively discussion and 
their feedback primarily focused on 4 areas: 
Armenia’s education system, Armenia’s 
competitive advantages, key areas to focus 
business development, and Silicon Valley’s 
role in Armenia’s technology revolution.

Dr. Mary Papazian, a seasoned leader 
with nearly 30 years of experience as a uni-
versity professor, academic and administra-
tive leader, who is also avidly involved in 

educational initiatives in Armenia, 
highlighted the need for more pedagog-
ical higher learning institutions in Ar-
menia.

She also highlighted Armenia’s strong 
background in foundational sciences 
and stressed the importance of focusing 
more on applied learning. Papazian ex-
plained that the pipeline of talent in Ar-
menia needs to be made larger by 
improving the educational system and 
by fostering a closer partnership and 

collaboration between industry and univer-
sities.

Further, the panel observed that there is a 
higher proportion of women in tech in Ar-
menia than in the Silicon Valley, but still 
more work to do. “It is very exciting to be 
a female in technology today. And Armenia 
is light years ahead in that aspect where 
more than 40% of its workforce in Tech re-
lated jobs are female” mentioned Nina.

The panel discussion concluded by a 
thoughtful question from the moderator to 
all the panelists. She asked the panelists to 
highlight how the diaspora can feel em-
powered to be a part of this High-Tech rev-
olution in Armenia. All of the panelists had 
encouraging and hopeful messages to the 
audience. Nina said, “It is possible to make 
an impact sitting 7,000 miles away.

Armenian FM considers IT sector a foreign policy priority
 Armenia’s minister of foreign affairs 

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan and minister of 
transport, communication and information 
technologies Hakob Arshakyan met with 
the representatives of nearly 60 high tech-
nological companies of Armenian origin.

The meeting participants discussed topics 
relating to the export of high technology 
production to international markets, de-
velopment of effective cooperation tools at 
the international platform, clarification of 
goals and sectors and the legal procedures 
for entering an international market.

FM Mnatsakanyan said the field of high 
technologies; the smart development sys-

tem is one of the most important foreign 
policy priorities for them. “We have many 
opportunities to form platforms where our 
private sector can operate and use them to 
develop their capacities”, he said.

Minister Hakob Arshakyan stated that the 
construction of the engineering city will 

launch in 2019.
“The engineering city will enable to col-

lect whole energy and abilities in one place 
and use all these. The companies will have 
an opportunity for close cooperation with 
each other and will be able to use the op-
portunities provided by the government”, 
Hakob Arshakyan said, adding that various 
countries are already solving large-scale 
problems with one another as a result of 
technological cooperation.

The minister noted that works must be 
done for attracting foreign markets because 
competitiveness is higher there.the partici-
pation of businessmen.
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Nikol Pashinyan: “Never again will Armenia fall into despair; the 
citizens of the Republic of Armenia will bring prosperity to 

Motherland through their genie, hard work and talent”
Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-

yan on May 4 attended an in-
vestment business forum, 
referred to as My Step for Ar-
arat Marz. The Premier next 
called at the EXPO exhibition 
of local products, which was 
attended by representatives of 
small, medium and major 
businesses, investors, foreign 
entrepreneurs, representatives 
of financial institutions.

Greeting the participants of 
the forum, Nikol Pashinyan 
said: “Dear guests, members 
of the government, MPs, journalists,

The ongoing and forthcoming economic 
changes in the Republic of Armenia are an 
absolute priority for us. I wish to empha-
size that the most important prerequisite for 
economic change is the underlying ideology.

Today at the opening ceremony of the in-
vestment forum, I consider it necessary to 
once again talk about the philosophy and 
ideas, which in practice should be the basis 
of the economic revolution. We call this 
idea a personal effort, a change of the indi-
vidual. It is important to understand that 
this is a direct continuation of the political 
changes that have occurred in our country.

What is the basic meaning of political 
change, what was the situation before and 
after this revolution? Before the revolution 
the philosophy, ideology was as follows: 
what could a citizen of the Republic of Ar-
menia do? The answer to this question is 
known to all of us: in fact, a citizen of the 
Republic of Armenia could do nothing, or 
even if something could be done, it should 
be done with the permission of patrons. But 
who could do something in that system? 
The representatives of the political elite, 
who were demigods, who could decide des-
tinies that were not limited to anything, yes, 
they had the status of demigods in the Re-
public of Armenia.

What has changed after the revolution and 

what can a citizen of the Republic of Arme-
nia do now? The answer is as follows: The 
citizen of the Republic of Armenia can do 
everything; the citizens’ possibilities are 
not limited by the condition that we are 
talking about creative, legal changes and 
actions. Our citizens enjoy full freedom in 
tapping their abilities.

This philosophical change today has 
turned the Republic of Armenia into one of 
the leading democratic countries in the 
world; this philosophical change is a turn-
ing point and will turn Armenia into one of 
the most economically developed countries 
in the world.

Today, not a single citizen of the Republic 
of Armenia faces any restrictions. How-
ever, many inertial processes emanating 
from the past interfere: sometimes people 
do not want to believe what they see and 
hear, people sometimes still need to be di-
rected or oriented, and most people who 
want to make economic investments want 
to coordinate everything with the country’s 
leadership. Of course, we are ready for 
meetings but, nevertheless, it is necessary 
to understand that there are twenty-four 
hours in days, and seven days in a week. 
This is the inertia that hinders us today. 
Dear businessmen, all you can see and hear 
is our reality.

The Government’s chief task is to ensure 
that no one would ever need the govern-

ment’s intervention in its eco-
nomic activity. Our mission is 
to ensure that people in their 
daily lives need as little as 
possible of such intervention 
on the part of government 
agencies. The main task of the 
government is not to lead peo-
ple, not to hinder people, not 
to shape the will of people, but 
to encourage people and to de-
velop their creative abilities 
and skills.

Today there are dozens of 
such examples, for example, 

we took part in the Yerevan Wine Festival, 
which increased three, four times in three 
years. What did the government do? Just 
gave people the opportunity to realize their 
creative abilities. This is a phenomenon 
that changes the image and economic op-
portunities of the country.

The message of the government to citi-
zens is as follows: you are strong and you 
are capable, you can develop and imple-
ment your creative skills. The main task of 
the government is to encourage all your 
initiatives, and we are working every day 
on this task.

On May 8, I will hold a press conference 
and will present in all detail the changes 
that have occurred in the Republic of Ar-
menia during the past one year. It is impor-
tant to note that much has changed in the 
Republic of Armenia, the most important 
thing has changed: the Republic of Arme-
nia will never again be in despair, will not 
lose hope will not be the same as before.

The citizen of the Republic of Armenia is 
omnip otent. the citizens of the Republic of 
Armenia will bring prosperity to Mother-
land through their genie, hard work and 
talent”

The aim of the forum is to attract entre-
preneurs from Armenia and the Diaspora in 
the process of developing the economy and 
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A Cabinet meeting was held on May 2, 
chaired by Prime Minister of Armenia 
Nikol Pashinyan, the PM’s Office told 
Noyan Tapan.

In order to regulate the problems iden-
tified in the procurement process, the 
Government amended one of its previous 
decisions. According to the rationale, the 
applicable regulations cannot sufficiently 
ensure the effectiveness of procurement 
processes and the attractiveness of partic-
ipation in procedures, including small and 
start-up businesses.

 The participants in the procurement 
process are presented with formal con-
ditions; as part of the implementation of 
the agreements, the participants have the 
opportunity to demonstrate inappropriate 
behavior, putting at risk the full implemen-
tation of programs. The proposed changes 
will contribute to improving the efficiency 
of processes and the level of attractiveness 
of procedures, without loading formal con-
ditions at the stage of evaluation of applica-
tions, minimizing potential risks that may 
arise during the execution of contracts, as 
well as eliminating the possibility of cus-
tomers making subjective decisions and 
evaluating commission.

According to the Government’s decision, 
Manukyan Brandy Factory LLC has been 
granted a VAT deferment facility for a 

period of three years under their ongoing 
investment program. Note that Manukyan 
Brandy Factory LLC was founded in 2013. 
The Company plans to create and launch 
a fully automated international stand-
ards-compliant factory for the production 
of brandy, wine and fruit vodka in the Bala-
hovit village of Kotayk region of Armenia 
with a total investment of 2.8 billion drams.

 The production phase is expected to start 
in 2020. The amount to be deferred for the 
purchase of equipment will be 273.4 mil-
lion drams. Over the next three years, the 
Company will create 37 new jobs with an 
average salary of 260 thousand drams.

The meeting approved the proposal to 
sign a 13,400,000 euro-worth loan agree-
ment between the Republic of Armenia and 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, referred to as Second 
Additional Financing for Lifeline Road 
Network Improvement Project. The goal 
of the project is to provide access to mar-
kets and services for rural communities by 
improving the network of lifeline roads 
(three projects have been selected with a 
total length of 450 km) and strengthen the 
capacity of the Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information Technologies 
in order to manage a road network of vital 
importance.

The Government authorized the Service 

for Protection of Historical Environment 
and Historical-Cultural Museum-Reserves 
under the Ministry of Culture of the Repub-
lic of Armenia to spend 6,000.0 thousand 
drams with a view to hosting an electronic 
music festival at the site of Garni cultur-
al-historical museum-reserve. Due to be 
held on May 6, 2019, the festival will be 
broadcast live by Cercle (French media 
organization). The event can be viewed by 
millions of people around the globe.

Nikol Pashinyan stressed the importance 
of holding similar events in our coun-
try: “The electronic music fans say this is 
a major event of global coverage, which 
will attract great attention to Armenia. It 
turns out that there is a big army of elec-
tronic music fans in our country. They are 
convinced that numerous foreign tourists 
will come to attend festival.”

The Cabinet approved a number of gov-
ernment-drafted legislative initiatives and 
proposals submitted by National Assembly 
factions and members. In particular, the 
amendment to the law On State Duty will 
allow local companies to use scrap metal as 
a raw material, ensuring competitive prices 
for their end-products. As an extra incen-
tive for local producers, it envisages restric-
tions on scrap metal exports from Armenia, 
which will help develop the local capacities 
through the use of marketing tools.

Government takes steps to improve 
procurement procedurescommunities of the region. The investment 

programs for the development of agricul-
ture, industry, tourism and a number of 
other areas that may become ambitious 
business proposals for investors are pre-
sented. The forum also features industry 
discussions.

The business forum in Ararat Marz was 
initiated by the Ministry of Territorial Ad-
ministration and Development and regional 
municipalities in the framework of regional 
business forums held by the National 
Center for the Development of Small and 
Medium-Sized Businesses. In 2019, 7 more 
forums dedicated to the development of the 
regions and communities will be held in 
different regions of Armenia.
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For already the second year the Zhing-
yalov hats festival is being held in Haterk 
village of Artsakh gathering tourists from 

various countries.
On that day the world’s largest Zhing-

yalov hats [a type of flatbread stuffed with 
finely diced herbs and green vegetables], 
more than 3 meters long, will be baked with 
the goal to be registered in the Guinness 
World Records.

“In order to attract a lot of visitors we plan 
to present unprecedented and attractive of-
fers. For instance, some part of the cost of 

the transport which will serve the guests 
will be compensated by the sponsors and 
the prices will be quite affordable”, orga-
nizer of the festival Samvel Mirzakhanyan 
said.

The festival is organized by the Ecotour-
ism in Artsakh initiative group with the 
support of Artsakh’s ministry of culture, 
youth affairs and tourism and the adminis-
tration of the Martekart region.

“We plan to contribute to the development 
of ecotourism in Artsakh, ensure great flow 
of tourists, raise awareness on the commu-
nity and take the community on the path 
of proportional development by using the 
ecotourism potential. A number of leisure 
and cultural events will be held during the 
festival”, he said, adding that these events 
include paintball, jeep tours and visits to 
beautiful sites in Artsakh.

The festival will be accompanied with 
live music, singers from Armenia and Art-
sakh will perform.

“There will be more than 100 pavilions, 

and the Zhingyalov hats will be baked in 
nearly 90 of these pavilions. The visitors 
will have an opportunity to watch the whole 
process of making the bread. Other national 
dishes will also be made”, Mirzakhanyan 
said.

In response to ARMENPRESS question 
how many guests are expected to attend the 
festival and especially from which coun-
tries, the organizer said they plan to host 
12-15.000 visitors both from Armenia and 
different European countries.

“Last year the scales of the event were 
smaller, there were nearly 3500 visitors 

and the number of pavilions was just 15. 
But this year their number reaches over 
100. We expect that President of Artsakh 
Bako Sahakyan, as well as President of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian will attend the 
festival”, he said, adding that there will be 
tourists mainly from Russia, Czech Repub-
lic, France, US and Canada.

He informed that representatives of vari-
ous international organizations, as well as 
ministers are invited to attend the festival.

The festival will open on May 11, at 
12:00.

Ecotourism, paintball, jeep tours, song and dance: Artsakh invites to 
attend Zhingyalov Hats festival
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Gerald Papasian Speaks Out on the Orbelian Controversy
Below The Highlights readers could find an article on the recent row on General and Ar-

tistic Director of the Al. Spendiarian Natl Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre Maestro 
Constantine Orbelian in US-based The Armenian Mirror Spectator published on 25 April

PARIS — The controversy 
about the dismissal of three-time 
Grammy award nominee conduc-
tor Constantine Orbelian as man-
aging or executive director of the 
Alexander Spendiaryan National 
Academic Theater of Opera and 
Ballet continues to grow. This 
week noted director, musicologist 
and actor Gerald Papasian gave 
an interview presenting his views 
on the topic. Papasian has a 
unique perspective, one of both 
an insider and outsider, and 
knows Orbelian personally, as he 
has worked with him profession-
ally.

The Egyptian-born Papasian 
studied acting and directing in a 
five-year master’s program in Soviet Arme-
nia, including a stint as intern assistant di-
recting at the National Opera of Armenia. 
Later he produced a number of operas in 
the United States, France, Great Britain, 
and Armenia. Today he is involved in the 
work of the National Opera, having di-
rected the opera buffa “Garine” by Dikran 
Tchouhadjian there last year.

Orbelian was appointed as artistic director 
of the Spendiaryan Opera and Ballet in 
2016 and given the additional position of 
executive or managing director in February 
2017. He was given a three-year contract 
which, according to Orbelian, expires on 
August 3, 2020.

Papasian declared that though on the sur-
face the situation appeared to be just a clash 
of individuals, Orbelian versus Armenia’s 
Acting Minister of Culture Nazeni Gharib-
yan, larger issues are involved. One factor 
is financial. The government apparently is 
trying to save money by cutting expendi-
tures in every domain, including the cul-
tural one. Gharibyan earlier tried to shut 
down some drama theaters in Armenia and 
asked the Opera and Ballet Theater to cut 
some 25 positions (which it did). Orbelian 
is indirectly also accused of contributing to 
the debt of the opera.

A second issue is that Orbelian does not 
speak Armenian, which is supposedly un-
acceptable constitutionally for a state opera 
director. A third matter is that he travels 
abroad constantly.

The fourth aspect is organizational. In the 
Soviet period, Papasian explained, the 
managerial or administrative director was 
often given greater powers to control the 
artistic director, and often would be a sort 
of politician, as member of the Communist 
Party. He could hire or fire the artistic di-
rector. In certain instances, the same person 
held both offices (e.g. Gohar Gasparyan’s 
husband Tigran Levonyan, Hovhannes 
Chekijian and Edgar Hovhannisyan, all at 
the Opera).

The Soviet-era laws or rules have been 
changed in countries like Russia and Geor-
gia but remain on the books in Armenia. 
When Orbelian was invited to come to Ar-
menia from the United States to the opera, 
it was understood that he would be given 
full authority to control the executive and 
artistic dimensions of the opera without in-
terference.

Organizational Background
Papasian explained that the organizational 

issues that Orbelian is now facing first 
emerged in the case of the Hamazgayin Sos 
Sargsyan Theater, founded in 1991 and 

turned into a state theater in 
2003. The actors of that company 
opposed filmmaker Vigen 
Chaldranyan, who was ap-
pointed to the two positions of 
managing director and artist di-
rector simultaneously by Minis-
ter of Culture Armen Amiryan.

This appointment, Papasian 
said, was “Soviet-style,” mean-
ing forced by the ministry with-
out taking into consideration the 
company’s needs. After two 
years of unsuccessful efforts at 
working together, the frustrated 
actors asked Chaldranyan to re-
sign, but he refused. The matter 
went to the level of the ministry, 
by now run by Gharibyan. The 

latter ruled that the same person cannot be 
both managing director and artistic director 
and gave Chaldranyan the choice of which 
office to hold, unlike what was to happen in 
Orbelian’s case.

Astutely, Chaldranyan chose to remain as 
managing director because of the greater 
power of this office in Armenia, and 
brought in a friend of his as artistic director. 
However, his efforts failed because the 
theater company went on strike and 
Chaldranyan was forced to resign com-
pletely.

After this, Gharibyan was planning to 
close down or merge six or seven other 
theaters but when the news was leaked, a 
controversy emerged, Papasian said, and 
she had to stop.

Tension with Orbelian
Pressure initially was brought to bear on 

Orbelian after Gharibyan’s predecessor, 
Lilit Makunts, came to office. She fa-
mously wrote posts on the Ministry of Cul-
ture’s Facebook page in the fall of 2018 
noting that the staff and executive person-
nel of the Opera are banned from discuss-
ing politics and holding meetings at the 
building. The post, so soon after the blood-
less Velvet Revolution, surprised many and 
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drew much unfavorable attention.
With the government’s decision to dis-

mantle the Ministry of Culture, Makunts 
left her post as minister and soon became a 
member of parliament. Deputy Minister 
Gharibyan was left temporarily as acting 
minister. Gharibyan’s next move was to 
dismiss Orbelian from his position as exec-
utive director. He remains artistic director, 
but Papasian said “this means very little.” 
As artistic director, he will not have the 
right or capacity to make any deals with 
outside operas. He can only take care of the 
opera house itself, under the orders of a 
new managing director. 

Papasian suggested that if there is no 
other choice than to continue the current 
system, at least Orbelian should hold the 
managing director position and hire an ar-
tistic director of his choice, thus remaining 
in control of the situation to exercise his 
unique talents. Papasian emphasized that “a 
personality like Orbelian with all his inter-
national celebrity and fame, and interna-
tional ties all the way to the Metropolitan 
Opera, to mention one out of hundreds, is 
very important to Armenia as publicity. He 
has to be the executive or managing direc-
tor to be able to talk with the Metropolitan 
people and make agreements. As such, he 
had brought in a lot of celebrities in the last 
two years to Armenia and put Armenian’s 
opera house on the international map. That 
is the most important thing for us today.” 
He noted that Orbelian has introduced more 
premieres in Armenia in two years than has 
been done in the past 17 years.

Papasian pointed out that financially, Or-
belian has spent money out of his own 
pocket for his travels and for the Opera, 
unlike his predecessors. The Opera has a 
92-million-dram debt which was inherited 
from the past, not created by Orbelian, Pa-
pasian said, adding, “Most probably, his 
predecessors have stolen everything all day 
long, all the time over the last 20 years.”

As far as language goes, there are many 
other examples throughout the world of fa-
mous directors of operas who did not speak 
the national language. A Japanese director 
of the Bastille Opera House of Paris spoke 
with his artists in English, for example. Pa-
pasian said, “Directors are not supposed to 
learn the country’s language like ambassa-

dors. Orbelian does speak Russian and 
everybody understands him, so there is no 
problem. He speaks ‘music’ rather than Ar-
menian, and that should be enough.”

Orbelian’s travels should not be consid-
ered a negative, but a positive, Papasian 
said. It is normal for someone of his stature 
to travel and keep relations with the outside 
world. Instead he could have capable dep-
uty directors, Papasian suggested, or an-
other method of facilitating his work. He 
must have had contracts in place for the 
next five years throughout the world when 
he was offered the Armenian position.

A fifth factor must be considered in addi-
tion to the abovementioned broader issues, 
and that is the personal one. Papasian sur-
mised that there is a minority group con-
nected with the Opera House which wants 
to expel Orbelian to control the opera itself. 
What role it played in creating the initial 
pressure on Orbelian is unclear, but Papa-
sian says that it at present is supporting the 
ministry’s actions. Orbelian himself has 
noted that Gharibyan had a candidate in 
mind to replace him. The minority group is 
introducing additional political undertones 
in connection with Orbelian having been 
appointed during the prior regime.

Generally, Papasian said, “No big name 
director in the world accepts having a boss. 
There are many examples of important ar-
tistic personalities who are both executive 
and artistic director in the West.” Orbelian 
in particular, Papasian declared, “is a bril-
liant concert master and a brilliant musi-
cian. He is very well known all over the 

world. Consequently, letters have poured in 
from noted artists ranging from China to 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York in 
support of him, and this is not good for our 
image. In Armenia, the entire theatrical 
community, with all the other theaters’ di-
rectors, is standing with Orbelian.” The lat-
ter also fear that if this situation continues, 
a dictatorial environment will be created in 
the arts, and, Papasian said, they are right.

The Way Out
“In short,” Papasian concluded, “it is ob-

vious to everyone that all the above men-
tioned ‘faults’ Orbelian is being accused of, 
i.e. the Armenian language issue, the maes-
tro’s travels, etc., are unfounded and 
mere pretexts to get control of the opera 
house. I’m sure this will be obvious for Pa-
shinyan as well. Already, based on the sup-
port of the entire opera house staff and all 
Armenian theater directors, the decision to 
hire a replacement for managing director 
has been postponed by Pashinyan. That’s a 
first positive step. In the future, perhaps 
someone may be appointed who would be 
more apt to conduct cultural affairs for the 
government, or a seasoned adviser be se-
lected for the minister of cul-
ture.  There are intellectuals in Armenia, 
very intelligent and wise and learned, who 
know international rules and are talking 
about it. Some of them are saying the right 
things about how things are done in Amer-
ica, France, Britain and Japan, and the 
funny thing is that I, who have lived and 
worked outside, say that they are absolutely 
right, as if they’ve lived there themselves.”

Perhaps there is also a silver lining to the 
present controversy, Papasian added, as it 
calls attention to the rigid rules and regula-
tions inherited from Soviet times. Either 
these rules should be changed, he said, or 
flexibility and exceptions should be al-
lowed in the case of important artists. Fur-
thermore, after the Velvet Revolution, 
people opposing government decisions are 
at least capable now to openly protest and 
voice their opinion. This would have been 
unheard of during the previous regime, or 
would have been forcibly repressed. The 
blessing in disguise would be if this inci-
dent finally triggers the much-needed 
change of laws for culture in Armenia.
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The budget for the current year is ap-
proved and the project is set. Viva-
Cell-MTS and the Fuller Center for 
Housing Armenia announced about 
continuing the partnership and the 
plans for 2019. Yet again, the regions 
are the target of the program. The will-
ingness of the partners to build houses 
and to ease the social burden of the 
families living in metal containers is 
firm.

The news of being included in the 
program came as a surprise to one of 
the stakeholder families. The decision 
of supporting families was made based 
on the assessment performed following 
visits to regions and a video footage 
prepared in the beginning of the year.

The Hasoyan family lives in Mr-
gastan village, Armavir region, in an 18 
sq meter metal container. The father of 
the family twice traveled abroad for a 
seasonal work to pay off the debt for 
the metal container and the piece of 
land. He has also built a greenhouse as 

an alternative source of income for the 
family in future. However, the dream of 
a home had remained unfulfilled. It’s 
been some 8 years now that Suren, who 

suffers health problems, together with 
his wife and their children, lives in a 
small room serving as a bedroom, a liv-
ing room and a bathroom within a day. 
His wife, Zarine sets a fixed timeline 
for the day to manage all the house-
work.

“It was hard to make a decision to 

leave the house of my husband’s par-
ents and move to the metal container, 
but we had to: there were 12 of us living 
under the same roof. At the beginning, 
we had nothing; we were taking water 

from our neighbors. Now 
with the help of our rela-
tives the problem of the 
water is solved; but we still 
sleep, eat and bathe in the 
same room. Despite the 
lack of resources and basic 
conditions, I try not to con-
ceal my concerns and to 
care for my family needs. 
And I have to do it with a 
smile on my face, so as my 
children do not fall in de-

spair,” said Zarineh.
 A house will be built for Hasoyan 

family owing to the partnership of Vi-
vaCell-MTS and the Fuller Center for 
Housing Armenia in the current year.

“We kick start the housing program of 
2019. I am glad to state that this is a 
continuous process. Every single fami-
ly’s success is our victory. I have once 
compared these families with trees 
cracking stones without breaking. 
Standing by their side in the right time 
oftentimes brings important and big 
changes in their lives. And I am proud 
for the years-long partnership with the 
Fuller Center for Housing Armenia,” 
VivaCell-MTS Founding General Man-
ager Ralph C. Yirikian said.

“The continuity of the program means 
fulfilling long-cherished hopes for 
many families. Many families have 
found their happiness owing to our 
partnership with VivaCell-MTS. Im-
proving the living conditions of the 
families is a guarantee for a better 
quality of their lives. I am grateful for 
this cooperation,” said Fuller Center 
for Housing Armenia President Ashot 
Yeghiazaryan.

The procedures of the partnership are 
clear: the families are selected by the 
Fuller Center for Housing Armenia 
based on criteria, such as the social sit-
uation, under-aged children in the fam-
ily, number of people in the family, and 
others. VivaCell-MTS provides finan-
cial assistance, and frequently volun-
teers in the construction works.

Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator News: 2019 Housing Project 
Launched…
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…And…#CloudMTS #այբ #բեն #գիմ. big discount on cloud infrastructure for 
companies

Owing to cloud infrastructure service, small, medium and large companies get access to various types of cloud infrastruc-
ture including servers, data storage systems, as well as software for the management of resources without, however, the need 
to purchase costly equipment.

 
With this service companies pay only for using the resources in a given period of time and can increase or decrease 

the volumes of usage as needed.	

“Ayb” “Ben” “Gim”
vCPU	 2
RAM	 2 GB
SSD	 100 GB
OS	 Debian or CentOS
Monthly fee (VAT included)
AMD 10 000 instead of AMD 21 000

vCPU	 4
RAM	 4 GB
SSD	 100 GB
OS	 Debian or CentOS
Monthly fee (VAT included)
AMD 15 000 instead of AMD 28 800

vCPU	 8
RAM	 12 GB
SSD	 300 GB
OS	 Debian or CentOS
Monthly fee (VAT included)
AMD 35 000 instead of AMD 83 500

For more information, please visit www.mts.am, call the free 111 line, contact us through “111 online” 
portal or visit one of our service centers. 

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MTSArmenia/

http://www.mts.am
https://www.facebook.com/MTSArmenia/
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
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“Our government is intent on 
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sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.
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egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
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party’s poor showing in the 
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