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Armenia, Azerbaijan confirm commitment to 1991 Almaty 
Declaration and each other’s respective territorial integrity

The leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan again pledged to 
recognize each other’s territorial integrity, the European Un-
ion’s top official, Charles Michel, said after hosting fresh talks 
between them on May 14.

EU Council President says the exchanges during his meeting 
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev were frank, open and result-oriented.

“They focused on progress on the path towards Armenia-Azer-
baijan normalization. The leaders shared a common willingness 
for a South Caucasus at peace. I commend their respective efforts. 
Together, we reviewed all issues on our agenda,” Michel said 
after talks with the leaders of tgd two countries in Brussels.

Following the recent positive talks held in the United States 
on the peace treaty, the momentum should be maintained to 

take decisive steps towards the signing of a comprehensive 
peace agreement between Armenia and Azerbaijan, he stressed.

“On border issues, we reviewed progress and the next steps 
regarding the delimitation of the border. In this context, the 
leaders agreed on the resumption of the bilateral meetings on 
border issues. The leaders confirmed their unequivocal com-
mitment to the 1991 Almaty Declaration and the respective 
territorial integrity of Armenia (29,800 km2) and Azerbaijan 
(89,600 km2). The ultimate delimitation of the border will be 
agreed through negotiations,” the President of EU Council said.

“On connectivity, the sides made clear progress in their 
discussions aimed at unblocking transport 
and economic links in the region. Positions 
on this topic have now come very close to 
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Belgium - European Council President Charles Michel hosts talks between the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan in Brussels, May 14, 2023
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Deputy Foreign Ministers of Armenia receive the U.S. Ambassador
On May 8, Deputy Foreign 

Ministers Vahe Gevorgyan and 
Vahan Kostanyan received Kristi-
na Kvien, the U.S. Ambassador to 
the Republic of Armenia; Noyan 
Tapan  was informed from MFA 
Armenia.

The interlocutors exchanged 
views on the negotiations be-
tween Foreign Minister of Ar-
menia Ararat Mirzoyan and 
Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister 
Jeyhun Baryamov held on May 
1-4, in Washington DC.

The Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs once again reiterated the positions of the 

Armenian side regarding the key 
issues related to normalization of 
relations between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.

Touching upon the ongoing 
blockade of the Lachin corridor by 
Azerbaijan, in violation of the Tri-
lateral Statement of November 9, 
2020, as well as the humanitarian 
crisis unfolded in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh - the urgent need for all in-
terested partners to take active 
steps towards ensuring stability 
in the South Caucasus region was 

underscored.

Armenian PM attends Victory Day parade in Moscow
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 

attended the military parade dedi-
cated to the 78th anniversary of the 
victory in the Great Patriotic War in 
Moscow’s Red Square.

Before that, in the Kremlin, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
welcomed the Prime Minister of Ar-
menia and the leaders of Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan and Turk-
menistan who arrived in 
Moscow to participate in 
the military parade.

After the military pa-
rade, the Prime Minister 
of Armenia and the lead-
ers of other countries laid 
flowers at the memorial 
to the Unknown Soldier.

Azerbaijan disregards meeting held in Washington, and planned talks 
in Brussels and Moscow by launching attack – MFA

Azerbaijan’s provocation is an open 
contempt for the Washington talks, the 
meetings planned in Brussels and Moscow, 
the Armenian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said in a statement.

The comments come after the Azer-
baijani armed forces opened fire on the 

sovereign territory of the Republic of Ar-
menia using mortars and artillery early 
this morning. Three Armenian soldiers 
are wounded.

“These repeated violations of one of 
the fundamental principles of interna-
tional law – the non-use of force or the 
threat of force – demonstrate the con-
tempt of the Azerbaijani side for the agree-
ments reached, including the obligations 
assumed by the tripartite declaration of 
Sochi on October 31, 2022,” the Ministry 
said.

“These actions of Azerbaijan, aimed 
at destabilizing the situation, are also an 

open contempt for the meeting in Wash-
ington aimed at the normalization of re-
lations between Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
the meetings planned in Brussels and 
Moscow, and the efforts made by inter-
national partners interested in stability 
and peace in the South Caucasus,” the 
statement reads.

The Foreign ministry called on the mil-
itary-political leadership of Azerbaijan 
to stop the groundless, unjustified and 
shameful attempts to disrupt the negoti-
ation process by using force and thereby 
put pressure on Armenia.
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Too early to speak about signing a peace treaty with Azerbaijan – 
Armenian PM

Azerbaijan’s actions are provocative 
and are aimed at nullifying the progress 
achieved during talks in Washington on 
May 1-4, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan said at the government sitting 
on May 11.
Early this morning the Azerbaijani forc-
es opened fire at Armenian combat po-
sitions located in the direction of Sotk in 
Gegharkunik province. Four Armenian 

soldiers were wounded in the attack.
“Today’s provocation also aims at dis-
rupting the trilateral meeting expected 
in Brussels on Sunday, May 14, and the 
five-party talks expected in Chisinau on 
June 1. Experience shows that Azerbaijan 
needs the negotiations process only for 
getting an excuse for escalation and war, 
while escalation is used exclusively for 
nullifying any progress reached in talks,” 

he said.
The Prime Minister said that another goal 
is to distract the attention of Armenia and 
the international community from the fact 
of establishment of an illegal checkpoint 
in the Lachin corridor by creating new cri-
sis in new place. He stressed that despite 
Azerbaijan’s attempts the issue remains 
in the focus and the active communication 
with the international community on the 
issue should continue.
PM Pashinyan said he is still determined 
to participate in the Brussels meeting, but 
added that signing a peace treaty with 
Azerbaijan on Sunday is unlikely.
“The draft Agreement on Peace and Es-
tablishment of Interstate Relations is in 
an initial stage and it’s too early to speak 
about signing it,” the Prime Minister 
stressed.
“With today’s actions Azerbaijan calls into 
question the fundamental agreements 
reached in Prague on October 6, 2022 
and in Sochi on October 31, 2022. These 
documents underline that Armenia and 
Azerbaijan recognize each other’s ter-
ritorial integrity based on the Alma-Ata 
Declaration of 1991,” Pashinyan stated.

each other in particular on 
the reopening of the railway 

connections to and via Nakhchivan. Their 
respective teams have been tasked to fi-
nalize an in principle agreement on the 
modalities for the opening of the railway 
connections and the necessary construc-
tion works together with a concrete time-
table. They also agreed to draw upon the 
support of the World Customs Organiza-
tion in supporting this work,” he added.

“On humanitarian issues, there has 
been an understanding that further de-
tainees would be released in the coming 
weeks. I also stressed the need to safe-
guard the mutual understanding that sol-
diers who have simply got lost and crossed 
to the other side would continue to be 
released through a speedy procedure. We 

also discussed the importance of stepping 
up work on addressing the fate of miss-
ing persons and on demining,” Charles 
Michel said.

“We continued our exchanges on the 
issue of the rights and security of Armeni-
ans living in the former Nagorno Karabakh 
Autonomous Oblast. I encouraged Azer-
baijan to engage in developing a positive 
agenda with the aim of guaranteeing the 
rights and security of this population, in 
close cooperation with the international 
community. I also raised the need for a 
transparent and constructive dialogue 
between Baku and this population,” he 
continued.

“I believe that it is important to re-
frain from hostile rhetoric, engage in 
good faith and show leadership to reach 

mutually-acceptable solutions,” he 
continued.

“The EU has no hidden agenda. Our 
sole aim is to help Armenia and Azer-
baijan reach a comprehensive and fair 
peace. We are ready to contribute to their 
joint efforts. We have agreed to hold the 
Brussels meetings as often as necessary. 
Leaders will meet again in Brussels in July. 
And as was already announced publicly, 
we will also meet again in the very near 
future together with President Macron of 
France and Chancellor Scholz of Germany 
on the margins of the 2nd European Polit-
ical Community Summit in Chis�inău. I also 
intend to invite the leaders for another 
such meeting in the margins of the third 
EPC summit in Granada in October,” he 
concluded.
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US calls on Armenia and Azerbaijan to distance forces along the line 
of contact

The United States Department of State 
has commented on the May 11 Azerbai-
jani attack on Armenia, stating that ‘this 
kind of violence’ undermines the progress 
made by the two countries during their 
talks.

State Department Principal Deputy 
Spokesperson Vedant Patel said at a May 
11 press briefing that “this kind of vio-
lence, we believe it undermines the pro-
gress made by Armenia and Azerbaijan 
toward a durable and dignified peace,” 
and called on Armenia and Azerbaijan 
to reach an agreement at their upcom-
ing summit in Brussels on May 14th to 
“distance their forces along the border, 
as discussed by Secretary Blinken during 

their participation of these negotiations 
that we hosted here in Washington, D.C., 
at the beginning of May.”

Commenting on the foreign ministerial 
talks hosted by the U.S. in early May, Pa-
tel said they view these negotiations “as 
important, positive steps in which we felt 
the two countries had the opportunity to 
engage on some important issues, see the 

other side’s point of view.”
“And we believe that there continues 

to be a durable path forward. We believe 
that there is a peaceful solution to this. 
It’s why we, from the Secretary on down, 
have continued to be so deeply engaged 
on this. But I’m not going to get ahead of 
these talks themselves,” Patel added.

The State Department spokesperson 
added that the U.S. was “obviously were 
happy to host these two countries at the 
beginning of May.”

 “We believe that those talks were 
fruitful and laid the groundwork for a 
continuation of these talks beginning in 
Brussels, and we’ll let that process play 
out,” Patel said.

No progress over most important issues in talks with Azerbaijan, says 
Armenia’s top security official

Armenia and Azerbaijan haven’t made 
progress around the most important is-
sues in the negotiations, the Secretary of 
the Security Council of Armenia Armen 
Grigoryan said on May 9.

He said that these most important 

issues concern the acknowledgment of 
the 29,800 square kilometers of Arme-
nia’s sovereign territory and creation of 
an international mechanism for Step-
anakert-Baku talks and international 
guarantees.

“Today, we can’t even preserve ele-
ments of the 9 November trilateral state-
ment, because, for example, Azerbaijan 
must not be present in the Lachin Corri-
dor under this statement, but it is there 
at this moment. It’s highly important for 
us to have international guarantees or 
an institute of guarantors for resolving 
such issues. So that everyone adheres to 
all agreements,” Grigoryan said.

Speaking about the latest Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan talks in Washington D.C., 

Grigoryan did not disclose details but said 
that some progress has been made, albeit 
not over the most fundamental issues.

Mentioning the upcoming talks in Brus-
sels, he added that Armenia will try to 
bring the approaches closer to one another 
as much as possible and move forward.

Grigoryan also commented on Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu’s re-
marks on the Nemesis monument in 
Yerevan. He said that the Turkish FM’s 
comments are inappropriate. “This is 
Armenia’s internal affair, and no one has 
the right to interfere,” he said. Grigoryan 
reiterated that Armenia wants to nor-
malize relations with Turkey without 
preconditions.

Deputy FM describes Washington talks as ‘productive’ phase
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Armenia Paruyr Hovhannisyan has said 
that the Armenian-Azerbaijani foreign 
ministerial talks were a “productive” 
phase in terms of approximating the stanc-
es around a possible peace treaty.

Speaking at a press briefing on May 
12, Hovhannisyan told ARMENPRESS that 
there are a number of issues that have yet 
to be discussed during the upcoming May 
14 Brussels summit.

PM Nikol Pashinyan said on May 11 
that Azerbaijan sought to nullify the pro-
gress in the Washington talks with its 

latest aggression.
Asked what progress the prime min-

ister was referring to, Hovhannisyan said 
the progress pertains to the sides having 
a better understanding on each other’s 
stances.

“This was done. The American side did 
everything possible to create a positive at-
mosphere. It was truly a productive phase 
for bringing closer the positions around 
a possible peace treaty. Of course, there 
are a number of highly important issues 
that have yet to be discussed, and that’s 
why the highest-level meeting is being 

organized in Brussels, which will be fol-
lowed by the foreign ministerial meeting 
in Moscow, and there will be other meet-
ings as well,” Hovhannisyan said.

Speaking about the Azeri military at-
tack on Armenian positions in Sotk on May 
11, Hovhannisyan said that Azerbaijan 
has been behaving in this manner ever 
since the 1990s.

“I’ve been serving at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs since 1995, and I can’t re-
call a single phase of negotiations without 
such provocations taking place either be-
fore or after the meetings,” he said.
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Blinken, Michel discuss “opportunities for supporting a sustainable 
and durable peace” between Armenia and Azerbaijan

United States Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and 
European Council President 
Charles Michel have discussed 
“opportunities for supporting a 
sustainable and durable peace 
between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan” during a phone call, the U.S. 
State Department reported.

“Secretary of State Antony J. 
Blinken spoke today with Euro-
pean Council President Charles 
Michel. Secretary Blinken and 
President Michel reaffirmed U.S. 
and EU support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, 
independence, and territorial integrity. 
They also discussed opportunities for sup-
porting a sustainable and durable peace 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan,” State 
Department Spokesperson Matthew Miller 
said in readout.

In turn, Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken tweeted: “Great to speak 
with European Council President 
Charles Michel today to discuss 
support for Ukraine, South Cau-
casus peace, and our deep trans-
atlantic partnership.”

Armenia and Azerbaijan held 
foreign ministerial talks in the 
United States on May 1-4. Blinken 
participated in the opening and 
closing sessions of the talks. After 
these talks, the EU announced that 
a new round of talks between the 
leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan 

is planned for May 14 in Brussels.
The Azerbaijani military has been 

shelling Armenian positions near Sotk 
since 06:00, May 11. 

Probes to reveal fifth columnists, reasons of defeat in war – vows 
Investigative Committee’s chief

The chief of Armenia’s top law enforce-
ment agency has said that the criminal 
probes into the ‘fifth columnists’ who op-
erated within the Armenian military will 

eventually reveal those responsible for 
the defeat in the 2020 Second Nagorno 
Karabakh War.

“The fifth column existed and still ex-
ists, and numerous [criminal] cases are 
being investigated in this regard,’ Chair-
man of the Investigative Committee Ar-
gishti Kyaramyan told reporters on May 
9. “Some of the cases have already been 
concluded, some were made public, but 
some remain undisclosed due to the in-
terests of the investigation, but the time 
will come when our society will get the 

answers to all questions of concern, it will 
clearly know who those fifth columnists 
are, because of whom and why we lost, 
and how the circumstances of this defeat 
began and ended. I promise you this,” 
Kyaramyan said.

Asked on the alleged desertions in 
the military during the war, Kyaramyan 
confirmed that there are multiple crimi-
nal investigations into alleged desertion 
and other cases but refused to disclose 
numbers.

U.S. Ambassador, British Embassy Chargé d’Affaires visit Tomb of 
Unknown Soldier in Yerevan on Victory Day

U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Kristi-
na Kvien, together with the U.S. defense 
attaché Colonel Gregory Pipes , visited 
Victory Park in Yerevan on May 9 to lay a 
wreath at the Eternal Flame at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, the U.S. embassy 
said in a press release.

“Ambassador Kvien and Colonel Pipes 
laid a wreath at the Eternal Flame in Yere-
van’s Victory Park to honor the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by the Armenian 

people to defeat the Nazis and end World 
War II,” the U.S. embassy said.

The British Embassy’s Chargé d’Affair-
es Paul Morris also laid a wreath at the 
monument on May 9.

“To commemorate Victory Day, Chargé 
d’Affaires of the British Embassy Yerevan 
Paul Morris laid a wreath at the Eternal 
Flame at the Victory Park. We remember 
with profound gratitude the huge sacri-
fices made by all Allies during the Second 

World War in the fight against tyranny,” 
the British embassy said in a statement.
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Minister of Economy: Relocation impact on Armenia`s economic 
growth  is estimated at one third

ArmInfo. The relocation impacti on the 
economic growth of Armenia is estimated 
at one third. RA Minister of Economy Va-
han Kerobyan stated this in an interview 
to the Public Television of Armenia.

Last year, according to him, 37,000 
companies were opened in Armenia, of 
which 12,000 were LLCs and CJSCs, and 
25,000 were individual entrepreneurs. All 
of them are involved in creating high eco-
nomic growth. But we have to accept that 
all this is happening due to  government 
reforms, as well as large-scale stimulus 
programs being  implemented and the 
transformation of the global economy due 
to the  geopolitical situation>, the head of 
the department said.

In this regard, he drew attention to 
the fact that even before the start of the 
war in Ukraine; in particular, in the first 
2 months of 2022, Armenia managed to 
ensure a 12% economic growth. Kerob-
yan stressed that the environment creat-
ed over the years in the country allowed 
foreign citizens to stay in Armenia, rather 
than move to another country. In particu-
lar, in this context, the minister noted that 
the retention rate in Armenia is relative-
ly higher than in other countries where 

foreign citizens also relocated. In total, 
he stressed that 110 thousand people 
moved to Armenia, of which 57% have Ar-
menian surnames. “That is, these are peo-
ple who returned to Armenia, rather than 
immigrated,” he said.

It should be reminded that during a 
press conference on May 2, Head of the 
Central Bank of Armenia Martin Galst-
yan, referring to the results of a survey 
conducted by German Economic, noted 
that the vast majority of immigrants have 
long-term plans with Armenia. And at least 
half of the citizens who moved to Armenia 
plan to live here for more than a year.

According to preliminary data from the 
RA Statistical Committee, in  Armenia, the 
growth of economic activity in Q1 2023 

accelerated to  12.2% per annum (from 
9.6% Q1 2022), far exceeding even the 
pre-  Covid 6.5% growth in Q1 2019. The 
service sector, the trade sector and the 
construction sector continue to be the 
drivers of economic growth. It should be 
noted that the Central Bank of Armenia 
forecasts  a slowdown in GDP growth to 
5.8% for 2023, expecting a slowdown in  
export and import growth to 14.3- 14.6%. 
According to the forecast of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, the GDP growth 
of Armenia will slow  down in 2023 to 
5.5%, and according to the forecast of the 
World Bank  - to 4.1%. The European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development ex-
pects Armenia’s GDP growth to slow down 
to 4% in 2023. The Asian Development 
Bank forecasts a slowdown in Armenia’s 
GDP growth to 6.5% in 2023. According 
to the forecast of the Fitch rating agen-
cy for  2023, Armenia’s GDP growth will 
slow down to 6.1%, and the S&P rating  
agency expects the Armenian economy to 
grow by an average of 4.3% per  year over 
the next few years. According to actual 
statistics, Armenia’s GDP growth in 2022 
accelerated to 12.6% from 5.7% in 2021  
(against a 7.2% decline in 2020).

Precious and semi-precious stones, precious metals are Armenia’s top 
exported goods, according to Q1 data

Armenia exported goods worth over 
$1,6 billion in the first three months of 
2023 – 2,3 times more than in Q1 of 2022, 
according to official data released by the 
Statistical Committee.

Precious and semi-precious stones, 
precious metals and related goods amount 
to the bulk of the exports.

Imports amounted to more than $2,5 
billion – a 89,1% growth compared to the 
same period of last year.

Overall, Armenia’s foreign and mutual 
trade amounted to more than $4,2 billion 
– twice more than in 2022 Q1.

Russia was the top export destination, 
with exports totaling over $838 million 

(4,5 times more compared to 2022 Q1).
The second top export destination 

in Q1 2023 was the UAE with over $288 
million in exports (13,2 times increase). 
Goods worth over $100 million were ex-
ported to the Netherlands (80,5% growth).

Overall, Armenian exports to EEU 

member states amounted to more than 
$878 million, while exports to EU coun-
tries totaled more than $185 million.

Most of the exports (over $382 million) 
were precious and semi-precious stones, 
precious metals and related goods (jewel-
ry and other products made from precious 
and semi-precious stones, precious metals 
), which is a 4-time growth compared to 
the same period of last year. The second 
most-exported goods are vehicles, equip-
ment and mechanisms (over $270 million 
– a nearly 17-time growth). Some $208,4 
million of food products (53,3% growth) 
were also exported in Q1.
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Tourism in Armenia grows over 80% in Q1
451,850 tourists visited Armenia in the 

first three months of 2023 – 81,2% more 
than in 2022’s Q1, according to official 
data released by the Statistical Committee.

Most of the tourists – 237,040 – are 
citizens of Russia, followed by Armenian 
citizens living abroad – 74,186.

53,707 citizens of Georgia and 25,458 
citizens of Iran also visited Armenia in the 
reporting period.

Furthermore, visits from Turkey grew 
more than twice – with 2,712 citizens of 
Turkey having visited Armenia in Janu-
ary-March (2,2 times more than last year).

Armenian delegation participates in DEFEA 2023 Defense Exhibition 
in Greece

An Armenian delegation has partic-
ipated in the DEFEA 2023 international 
defense and security expo in Greece.

The delegation included representa-
tives from the Armenian Ministry of De-
fense and the Military Industrial Commit-
tee, the Armenian Embassy in Greece said 
in a press release.

DEFEA is a high-profile international 
defense exhibition where international 
companies present land, naval, aerospace, 
and national and cyber security defense 
systems. 

Greek Defense Minister Nikos 
Panagiotopoulos opened the exhibition.

page PB 

Armenian businessmen participate in Iran Expo 2023

Twenty-three businessmen from Ar-
menia participated in the Iran Expo 2023 
in Tehran with the support of the Minis-
try of Economy. Vardan Kostanyan, trade 
attaché of RA in Iran, also participated in 
the event.

The 5th Export Potential Exhibition 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, known as 
Iran Expo 2023, was held at Tehran Inter-
national Exhibition Center on May 7-10.

The exhibition brought together 750 
Iranian companies and representatives 

f r o m  o ve r  6 5 
countries, includ-
ing Russia, Turkey 
and the United 
Arab Emirates.

The exhibition 
showcased Iran’s 
export capabili-
ties and products 
across 12 sectors, 
including manu-
facturing, energy, 
technical and engineering services, med-
icine, and so on.

Within the framework of the event, 
B2B meetings were held between Arme-
nian and Iranian businessmen and certain 
agreements were reached.

President of Iran Ebrahim Raisi was 
present at the opening of the event.
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Lawmaker hopes Speaker’s Ankara visit for PABSEC will contribute 
to normalization with Turkey

The installation of the Nemesis mon-
ument in Yerevan was discussed between 
Speaker of Parliament of Armenia Alen 
Simonyan and his Turkish counterpart 
in Ankara where Simonyan was on a vis-
it for the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PAB-
SEC) meeting, MP Babken Tunyan said 
on May 10.

Tunyan, a member of the Armenian 
delegation to PABSEC, said at a press con-
ference that numerous other issues were 
discussed.

Another Armenian delegate to PABSEC, 
Gevorg Papoyan, stressed that BSEC is 

an economic organization but because 
of conflicts between member states the 
participants are mostly discussing polit-
ical affairs.

Speaker of Parliament Alen Simonyan 
also participated in the session.

Tunyan highlighted that Simonyan’s 
visit to Turkey is a significant event. 
“And we hope that it will contribute to 
the normalization of relations with Tur-
key despite all the difficult problems and 
challenges facing us,” he said.

Asked by reporters whether or not the 
Nemesis monument issue was discussed 
at the meeting, Tunyan said: “The issue 
relating to the Nemesis monument became 
subject to discussion during the meet-
ing between Speaker of Parliament Alen 
Simonyan and his Turkish counterpart 
Mustafa Şentop, where we also partic-
ipated. The Turkish side said that they 
don’t understand how that monument was 
opened on the backdrop of the efforts for 
normalization of relations. Mr. Simonyan 
answered by saying that if there is the will 

for normalization of relations, we don’t 
believe that such events could become 
an obstacle for normalization because 
there’ve been, are, and will perhaps be far 
more significant obstacles,” Tunyan said.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu has said that Turkey would take 
action if the monument isn’t removed. But 
Tunyan said that the Turkish side did not 
communicate such approach to them in 
Turkey. During the session Tunyan was 
elected Deputy President of PABSEC.

Nemesis was unveiled in Yerevan on 
April 25 to honor the participants of Op-
eration Nemesis, a 1920s program of as-
sassinations of Ottoman perpetrators of 
the Armenian Genocide.

In response, Turkey closed its airspace 
to Armenian flights heading to a third des-
tination and threatened to take further 
actions if it isn’t removed.

On May 9, Yerevan city authorities an-
nounced that they have no intention of 
removing the monument.

Lemkin Institute carries out fact-finding mission in Armenia’s Syunik
At the joint initiative of the Center for 

Law and Justice “Tatoyan” foundation and 
the Lemkin Institute for Genocide Preven-
tion, the Lemkin Institute carried out a 
special fact-finding visit to Syunik province 
of Armenia. 

The goal of the mission was to monitor 
the situation on the ground, namely the 
blockade of the road of life connecting Artsakh to Armenia by Azerbaijan. 

The group observed the recently in-
stalled Azerbaijani checkpoint. 

The visit proved that Azerbaijan uses 
the checkpoint as a means to isolate 
Artsakh from the outside world and cre-
ates humanitarian crisis in Artsakh. 

The two institutions will come up with 
detailed report based on the results of 
the mission.

ECHR rejects request for provisional measures against Armenia 
because jailed Azeri soldiers’ rights are duly guaranteed

The European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) has rejected an application filed by 
the families of the two Azerbaijani soldiers 
who are currently jailed in Armenia seek-
ing provisional measures against Armenia.

The family members of the two Azeri 
servicemen claimed that their relatives 
are being ill-treated in Armenian deten-
tion. However, the Armenian government 

presented evidence to the ECHR that the 
rights of the Azeri servicemen envisaged 
under the convention are guaranteed in 
Armenia.

The ECHR rejected the request for pro-
visional measures based on the Armeni-
an government’s presented stance, the 
Office of the Representative of Armenia 
for International Legal Affairs said in a 
press release.
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Armenian Journalist’s Assets Frozen After Corruption Report
(RFE/RL) - A court in Yerevan has 

frozen assets of an Armenian news-
paper and one of its journalists who 
has accused a leading political ally of 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan of il-
licit enrichment.

In a video report posted on the 168 
Zham newspaper’s website this month, 
the journalist, Davit Sargsyan, described 
Yerevan’s Deputy Mayor Tigran Avinyan as 
a “nouveau riche” whose family has been 
“steadily getting richer” ever since Pash-
inyan came to power in 2018. It detailed 
the family’s allegedly extensive business 
interests developed in the last five years.

The reported claimed, in particular, 
that Avinyan’s mother bought an expen-
sive apartment in central Yerevan before 
becoming recently a co-owner of two firms 
and a 9-hectare plot of land in southern 
Armavir province.

Avinyan, who will be the ruling Civil 
Contract’s candidate in upcoming mayoral 
elections in the Armenian capital, took 
the newspaper to court. He is seeking an 
unprecedentedly hefty compensation for 
the “slanderous” report which he claims 
damaged his “business reputation.”

Acting on Avinyan’s demand, the court 
decided earlier this week to freeze 18 
million drams ($46,000) worth of assets 
belonging to 168 Zham and Sargsian per-
sonally pending its verdict in the case. 
The sum is huge by Armenian media 

standards.
Avinyan, who also served as Armenia’s 

deputy prime minister from 2018-2021, 
defended the legal action when he spoke 
to reporters on Thursday.

“I can only advise media outlets to bear 
in mind before slandering anyone, lying 
about anyone that they can face such pro-
ceedings,” he said. “But I am otherwise not 
an enemy of the media.”

The 34-year-old politician did not 
specify which parts of the 5-minute video 
authored by Sargsian and posted on 168.
am are untrue.

“Avinyan’s real aim is to inflict signif-
icant material damage on me and there-
by silence me,” Sargsian countered in a 
Facebook post.

The journalist, who is highly critical of 
the Armenian government, insisted that 
he simply shared with viewers credible 
information that was earlier reported by 
other media outlets and not refuted by 
Avinyan.

Press freedom groups also criticized 
the lawsuit, saying that no Armenian me-
dia outlets or journalists have risked such 
heavy fines before.

“We are seeing a typical case of an 
official trying to muzzle and punish a 
media outlet,” said Shushan Doydoyan of 
the Yerevan-based Center for Freedom of 
Information. She noted that Avinyan did 
not demand that the paper retract its cor-
ruption claims before he filed the lawsuit.

Pro-opposition and independent pub-
lications increasingly accuse members of 
Pashinyan’s entourage of enriching them-
selves or their cronies and breaking their 
anti-corruption promises given during the 
2018 “velvet revolution.”

Last month, hackers hijacked the 
YouTube channel of another newspaper, 
Aravot, as it was about to publish a video 
report detailing expensive property ac-
quisitions by several senior government 
officials and pro-government lawmakers.

Earlier this year, Pashinyan blamed 
such reports for a drop in Armenia’s po-
sition in an annual corruption survey con-
ducted by Transparency International. 
He publicly urged senior officials to sue 
media outlets “falsely” accusing them of 
illicit enrichment.

In 2021, the Armenian parliament 
controlled by Pashinyan’s party tripled 
maximum legal fines set for defamation.

Brussels summit was more substantive this time, says Deputy FM
The conversation in the May 14 tri-

lateral Pashinyan-Aliyev-Michel talks in 
Brussels was more substantive, Armenian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Paruyr Hovhan-
nisyan said at a press conference.

President of the European Council 
Charles Michel said after the talks that 
there has been an understanding that 
further detainees would be released in 
the coming weeks.

Asked whether or not this means that 
the jailed Azeri soldiers who had tres-
passed into Armenia would get swapped 
with the Armenian captives held illegal-
ly in Azerbaijan, the Deputy FM said: “It 
was said very clearly, that there are many 

agreements on Armenian captives, and 
these agreements must be implemented. 
This was a direct message, and I don’t 
recall any mention of a swap. The call 
was simply about the previously reached 
agreements.”

Speaking about Michel’s mention of 
recognizing each other’s territorial integ-
rity, the Armenian Deputy FM said that it 
refers to the borders that existed at the 
time of the Soviet Union’s collapse. “This 
is what it was about, and it is in line with 
the Almaty Declaration, he was simply 
reiterating that principle,” Hovhannisyan 
said at the press conference on Europe Day 
and the Armenia-EU relations. 

The meeting was mostly aimed at 
achieving progress with concrete steps, 
Hovhannisyan added. “And the issues an-
nounced by the President of the European 
Council shows that the conversation was 
more substantive.”
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Australian State of Tasmania recognizes the Armenian Genocide
Australia’s State of 

Tasmania has recognized 
the Armenian Genocide, 
reports the Armenian 
National Committee of 
Australia.

The Tasmanian House 
of Assembly today adopted 
a historic motion to recog-
nize the Armenian, Assyr-
ian and Greek Genocides.

Tasmania thus be-
comes the third Australian 
state after South Australia 
and New South Wales to 
recognize the genocide.

The House joins the members of the 
Tasmanian Armenian, Assyrian and Greek 
Communities in honoring the memory of 
the approximately 1.5 million Armenian 
men, women and children and over 1 mil-
lion Assyrians and Greeks who fell victims 

to the first genocide of the 20th century.
It condemns the Genocide of the Ar-

menians, Assyrians and Greeks and all 
other acts of genocide committed during 
the 20th century, as the ultimate act of 
racial, religious and cultural intolerance.

The lawmakers recognize the 

importance of remem-
bering and learning 
from such dark chapters 
in human history, to en-
sure that such crimes 
against humanity are not 
allowed to be repeated.

They condemn and 
oppose all attempts to 
use the passage of time 
to deny or distort the his-
torical truth of the Gen-
ocide of the Armenians, 
Assyrians and Greeks 
and other acts of geno-

cide committed in the 20th century.
With the resolution the House also ac-

knowledges the 34 UN member states (in-
cluding US, Canada, France, Italy, Austria, 
and Switzerland) that have recognized 
the Genocide.

United States Senate Foreign Relations Committee calls for sanctions 
against senior Azerbaijani officials

The United States Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee has called for sanc-
tions against senior Azerbaijani officials 
for manufacturing a humanitarian crisis 
in Nagorno Karabakh with the blockade.

“150 days into Baku’s blockade of Na-
gorno Karabakh, it is clear that [Azerbai-
jani President] Aliyev is manufacturing a 
humanitarian crisis & cutting off power 
for critical infrastructure. Sanctions for 
senior Azerbaijani officials must be on 
the table as we apply pressure to open 

the Lachin Corridor,” the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee tweeted.

Lachin Corridor – the only road linking 
Nagorno Karabakh with Armenia and the 
rest of the world – has been blocked by 
Azerbaijan since 12 December 2022. The 
United Nations’ highest court – the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) - ordered 
Azerbaijan on 22 February 2023 to “take 
all steps at its disposal” to ensure unim-
peded movement of persons, vehicles and 
cargo along the Lachin Corridor in both 
directions. Azerbaijan has so far ignored 
the order. 

Turkey’s Erdogan faces second round in fevered race for presidency
A run-off between President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan and his main challenger 
looks increasingly likely, after Turkey’s 
most closely fought election in decades, 
the BBC reports.

Turkey’s Supreme Election Council 
says Erdogan is on 49.49% of the vote, 
with his rival Kemal Kilicdaroglu on 
44.79%, with nearly all the votes counted.

If neither men secure 50%, there will 
be a second poll in two weeks’ time.

Erdogan has told his AK Party support-
ers in Ankara that he is ready for a run-off 
poll if necessary, but believes he can still 
win outright.

Kilicdaroglu has vowed to win the elec-
tion in a second round, saying his rival 
failed to get a vote of confidence from the 
people.

The election comes against the back-
ground of soaring inflation and in the af-
termath of devastating earthquakes.
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Under Turkish Pressure, Armenia’s Leaders Make Excuses for 
Nemesis Monument

By Harut Sassonian, May 10, 2023

Just when we thought that we had 
heard everything about the current Ar-
menian government’s questionable posi-
tions on Artsakh, Armenia, and Armenian 
interests, we are now facing another mon-
umental mistake by Armenia’s leaders.

 On April 25, 2023, the descendants of 
those who killed the Turkish masterminds 
of the Armenian Genocide inaugurated 
the Nemesis Monument in Yerevan. In 
attendance were opposition members 
of Parliament, and surprisingly, Tigran 
Avinyan, the Deputy Mayor of Yerevan, 
who is a member of Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan’s political party.

 Nemesis was the name of the opera-
tion which was organized by the Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation to eliminate 
several Ottoman leaders who were re-
sponsible for the Armenian Genocide. This 
operation implemented the death verdicts 
issued in absentia by the Turkish Military 
Tribunal in Istanbul, in 1919, against the 
Genocide perpetrators, since they had fled 
from the country. Talaat Pasha, the main 
culprit in the Armenian Genocide, was 
killed by Soghomon Tehlirian in Berlin, in 
1921. A German court found him not guilty 
due to Talaat’s massive crimes.

 Talaat’s remains were brought from 
Berlin to Turkey in 1943. The Turkish 
government ‘honored’ Talaat by naming 
avenues, mosques, schools, hospitals 
and a memorial after him in Istanbul. 
This would be just as shameful, had the 
German government named schools and 
avenues in Berlin after Hitler! Another 
Genocide organizer, Minister of War Enver 
Pasha, is buried in the same memorial 
in Istanbul. His remains were brought in 
1996 to Turkey from Tajikistan where he 
was assassinated in 1922 by an Armenian.

 Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu retaliated against the Nemesis Mon-
ument by announcing that Turkey banned 
overflights by Armenian airlines from 
Turkish skies. Furthermore, Cavusoglu 
brazenly announced that Turkey would 
take additional steps against Armenia, if 
the Nemesis Monument is not dismantled. 
Thus, Turkey violated the rules of IATA 
(International Air Transport Association) 
which states that countries cannot ban 

overflights for political reasons. Armenia 
should take legal action against Turkey 
under IATA rules and ban the overflights 
of Turkish Airlines over Armenia’s skies.

 This unwarranted Turkish retalia-
tion is taking place at a time when the 
governments of Armenia and Turkey 
are negotiating for over a year to open 
their mutual border and normalize their 
relations. Even though it is announced 
that these negotiations are taking place 
“without any preconditions,” in reality, 
Turkey has made several demands, such 
as Armenia declaring that Artsakh is part 
of Azerbaijan by recognizing its territorial 
integrity, allowing the so-called ‘Zange-
zur Corridor’ to cross Armenia’s territory, 
linking mainland Azerbaijan to its exclave 
of Nakhichevan, which would mean that 
the ‘Corridor’ is under the sovereignty of 
Azerbaijan, not Armenia.

 Even if Turkey would open the bor-
der someday, it will shut it down again if 
Armenia does not meet any of Turkey’s 
future demands, thus continuously black-
mailing the Armenian government. Tur-
key’s current demand to dismantle the 
Nemesis Monument is an early warning of 
more demands to come from Turkey, such 
as dismantling the Armenian Genocide 
Memorial Complex in Yerevan, banning the 
burning of Turkish flags on April 24, and 
removing from Armenia’s Declaration of 
Independence the paragraph that states: 
“The Republic of Armenia supports the 
task of achieving international recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide in Ottoman 
Turkey and Western Armenia in 1915.”

 This is the result of prostrating one-
self in front of the unrepentant enemy 
and begging for peace. In response to the 
Turkish ban of Armenian overflights from 
Turkish skies, Armenia’s leaders criticized 
their own country for erecting the Nem-
esis Monument in Yerevan, rather than 
telling Turkey that they have no right to 
interfere in Armenia’s domestic decisions. 
In the process of trying to appease Turkey, 
Armenia’s Prime Minister and the Presi-
dent of the Parliament made a number of 
anti-Monument statements. So, it is OK 
for Turkey to glorify Talaat, the Turkish 
Hitler, but not OK for Armenia to honor 
those who killed the butcher. Armenia’s 
leaders, rather than making excuses for 

the Nemesis Monument, should have de-
manded that Turkey dismantle the Talaat 
Pasha Memorial in Istanbul.

 Prime Minister Pashinyan made the 
excuse that the Nemesis Monument was 
authorized by the City of Yerevan, not the 
government of Armenia. The Monument 
was approved by the Yerevan City Council 
on Sept. 14, 2021. Pashinyan contradicted 
himself by first telling the Armenian Par-
liament that the decision to authorize the 
Monument was made “to avoid being la-
beled traitors…. But by doing so, we actu-
ally keep betraying the state and national 
interests of our country.” He then went on 
to say that “a wrong decision was made 
and the implementation of that decision 
was wrong.” Pashinyan also stated that 
“one of the shortcomings of democracy is 
when the authorities or the government 
leader is not controlling everything and 
everyone.” This is a shocking statement 
from someone who came to power claim-
ing to promote democracy, yet he does not 
seem to understand the basic principles 
of democracy. Pashinyan, in fact, controls 
everything and everyone in the country!

 Meanwhile, the President of the Ar-
menian Parliament Alen Simonyan, during 
a press conference in Ankara last week, 
also made excuses by saying that Turkey 
should not view the Nemesis Monument 
“as an expression of the foreign policy of 
the government of Armenia nor as an un-
friendly act. The Armenian government’s 
foreign policy is conducted by the Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister.” Simonyan 
further said that only “opposition mem-
bers of the Parliament had attended the 
inauguration of the Nemesis Monument.” 
Cavusoglu replied that the Armenian gov-
ernment’s excuses are “insincere and un-
true. No one should try to deceive us by 
saying that it does not fall within their 
jurisdiction.”

Armenia’s leaders need to draw an im-
portant lesson from this episode. Unless 
Armenia immediately rejects Turkey’s 
attempts to interfere in Armenia’s internal 
affairs, I fear that the Turkish government 
will be emboldened to impose further de-
mands which will severely restrict Arme-
nia’s sovereignty.



NextPrevious

16 May #19(1422)2023 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

12 SOCIETY

EU mission fully implements its mandate, says Armenian deputy FM

The EU civilian monitoring mission 
in Armenia is fully implementing its 
mandate, the Deputy Foreign Minister of 

Armenia Paruyr Hovhannisyan said on 
May 12.

Asked on the Azerbaijani attacks in 
Sotk and the EU mission’s reaction, Hov-
hannisyan said that the mission couldn’t 
have reacted to the aggression because 
their role is to regularly visit all sections 
of the border and prepare reports for 
Brussels.

“The observers couldn’t have react-
ed in any way. Their role is to regular-
ly prepare reports for Brussels and EU 
member states, regularly visit all parts 

of the border. Their presence is already 
a contribution in terms of improving the 
situation. This created a safer environment 
on the ground psychologically. And in this 
regard the mission is fully implementing 
its mandate,” he said.

He said that the Armenian authorities 
had no doubts that provocations would 
happen, and that’s what happened on 
May 11.

“But at this moment we can positively 
assess the activities of the [EU] mission,” 
Hovhannisyan said.

Armenia-Azerbaijan foreign ministerial planned in Moscow days 
after Brussels summit

The meeting between Armenian 
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan and 
Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov in Moscow is scheduled for May 
19, Deputy Foreign Minister of Armenia 
Paruyr Hovhannisyan said Friday.

“The meeting is planned for May 19, 
if no changes take place,” Hovhannisyan 
said at a press briefing.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and 

Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev are scheduled to meet 
in Brussels on May 14.

Hovhannisyan said the 
Moscow meeting can be 
viewed to some extent as a 
logical continuation of the 
Brussels summit, but not-
ed that each format has its 
specificities.

Knowledge is power: Idram Junior participated in the International 
Mental Arithmetic Olympiad

On May 6 and 7, the fourth interna-
tional mental arithmetic Olympiad was 
held at the Karen Demirchyan sport/con-
cert complex, in which participated more 
than 600 children from different parts of 
Armenia and Russia. The Olympiad was 
organized by IQ Center Global Education, 
a large-scale activity in the field of addi-
tional education.

According to the director of IQ Center 
Yulia Gasparyan, IQ Center, being the 
founder of the Association of Mental 
Arithmetic of Armenia and the sole and 
official representative of the internation-
al associations PAMA Global and SAMA 
Global, the founders of mental arithmetic 
in the world and in the region, has been 
providing thousands of children in Yerevan 
and regions with the opportunity to study 
mental arithmetic for six years now.

“We are glad that the Idram Com-
pany, which emphasizes education and 
promotes children’s financial literacy, 
supported the main educational event 
of the year with its Idram Junior applica-
tion. Idram Junior prepared many gifts 
for the participating children”. According 
to Tatevik Hovhannisyan, head of Idram’s 
marketing department, Idram does not 
only value financial literacy. “We cooperate 
with those companies and are on the side 
of the events that contribute to raise the 
educational level and general development 
of children.”

According to Sevak Shirachyan, head 
of marketing projects of Idram Company, 
Idram Junior is the only financial applica-
tion in Armenia for children that enables 
children to make contactless payments, 
top up their phone number and make 

transfers to their family members. “It is 
important for us that children learn to be 
financially literate from childhood, to be 
able not only to shop, but also to manage 
their finances. We will soon have news in 
the application, so follow us on our social 
media pages,” Sevak Shirachyan says.

There will be an exhibition through-
out the event for more than two thousand 
parents accompanying and supporting 
the participants. The Olympiad will be 
summed up with an award ceremony. 
All 600 participants will receive special 
gifts from IQ Center Global Education. 
And dozens of winners will receive spe-
cial gifts from sponsors and partners of 
the Olympiad.

THE COMPANY IS CONTROLLED BY 
CBA
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There are many children in Nagorno-Karabakh who have problems 
with access to food – Anna Hakobyan

Anna Hakobyan, the wife of the Prime 
Minister of Armenia, is on a two-day visit 
to the Republic of Croatia. She is partici-
pating in the “Summit of Spouses of Eu-
ropean Leaders”.

On May 9, at the invitation of Croatian 
President Zoran Milanović, Anna Hakoby-
an participated in the welcoming dinner 
served in honor of the high-ranking guests 
who arrived in the country, ARMENPRESS 
was informed from the Office of Anna 
Hakobyan.

First ladies and gentlemen from 
around 10 countries attended the din-
ner. Together with Anna Hakobyan, Queen 
Letizia of Spain, Mrs. Linda Rama, wife of 
the Prime Minister of Albania, Mrs. Ai-
gul Zhaparova, wife of the President of 
Kyrgyzstan, First Lady of Latvia Andra 
Levite, Mrs. Lydia Abela, wife of the Prime 
Minister of Malta, Husband of the Presi-
dent of Hungary István Veres, Husband 
of the President of Slovenia Aleš Musar, 
First Lady of Serbia Tamara Đukanović, 
representatives of the diplomatic corps, 
the World Health Organization and other 
senior officials attended the dinner.

During the dinner, Prime Minister’s 
wife Anna Hakobyan had a series of short 
conversations with those present.

On the second day of her visit to the 
Republic of Croatia, Prime Minister’s 
wife Anna Hakobyan participated in the 

“Summit of Spouses of European Leaders”.
After the portrait ceremony, the sum-

mit started with the participation of Ar-
menian Prime Minister’s wife Anna Hako-
byan, Croatia’s First Lady Sanja Milanović, 
Queen Letizia of Spain and spouses of 
more than a dozen countries’ leaders.

One of the topics of discussion was the 
issue of preventing and combating child-
hood obesity, during which first ladies of 
different countries made statements, pre-
senting their country’s experience, inno-
vative solutions and established priorities.

The participants of the discussion not-
ed that every third school-aged child in the 
European region has a tendency to obesity. 
They noted that obesity, especially at an 
early age, is a challenge for all countries, 
and the fight against it is possible only 
with joint efforts.

During the discussion, Armenian Prime 
Minister’s wife Anna Hakobyan gave a 

brief speech.

“I must honestly say that this topic was 
not in the center of my attention, perhaps 
for objective reasons, due to such impor-
tant issues as the war, the blockade of the 
Lachin Corridor and the humanitarian 
crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh. There are 
many children in Nagorno-Karabakh who 
have problems with access to food. But 
I attach great importance to this topic, 
thank you for the invitation to be here. The 
government of the Republic of Armenia is 
making efforts to prevent the problems 
discussed here, from now on the issue will 
be in the center of my attention as well. 
We have to fight against the problem in 
the early stage, so that it doesn’t get more 
complicated later,” said Mrs. Hakobyan.

At the end of the discussion, the Zagreb 
Declaration was adopted, according to 
which the representatives of the coun-
tries participating in the summit declare 
and accept the need for joint work in the 
fight against childhood obesity, undertake 
to provide the necessary environment 
for healthy food and physical activity for 
children.

A cultural visit to the Croatian National 
Theater, as well as vocal and ballet perfor-
mances, were also organized for the first 
ladies who arrived in Zagreb.

India interested in Armenia’s Academic City project in terms of 
involving students and investments

Minister of Education, Science, Culture 
and Sport Zhanna Andreasyan has held 
a meeting with the new Ambassador of 
India to Armenia Nilakshi Saha Sinha. 

Andreasyan congratulated the am-
bassador on assuming office and wished 
her productive work for the benefit of the 
development of Armenian-Indian friendly 
relations. The minister expressed convic-
tion that the new ambassador will have 
her contribution in strengthening and 
deepening the relations between Arme-
nia and India.

“We have very good experience of co-
operation,” Andreasyan said at the meet-
ing, according to a readout. “I am sure that 
with your appointment this cooperation 
will deepen in all directions, which is truly 
very important. We are happy that over 
2800 Indian citizens are studying in our 
universities. I think this number can grow 

significantly, we will be only happy for the 
opportunity of developing cooperation 
between universities,” Andreasyan said.

The Armenian minister proposed to 
consider the deepening of cooperation in 
medical education and IT and to discuss 
exchange programs, as well as joint edu-
cational-research initiatives.

Presenting the 2030 Education Devel-
opment Program of Armenia, Andreasyan 
pointed out the Academic City project, 
which ensures new prospects of cooper-
ation in higher education. Cooperation in 
vocational education was also highlighted 
given India’s experience.

Ambassador of India to Armenia Nilak-
shi Saha Sinha attached importance to the 
prospects of deepening and developing 
relations with Armenia.

She said that deepening the inter-uni-
versity cooperation is a priority. “In this 

context we are interested in the Academic 
City project, in terms of both involving 
more students and investments,” she said.

Speaking about possible cooperation in 
sports and youth, Andreasyan proposed to 
consider exchange programs for athletes 
and coaches and joint training camps, as 
well as seminars and joint programs for 
developing youth tourism. The Armeni-
an minister stressed the importance of 
programs for developing sports medicine.

Andreasyan attached importance to 
cooperation in culture. The Indian side’s 
inquiries on establishing a cultural center 
in Gyumri, namely a separate museum-gal-
lery, and holding joint exhibitions and fes-
tivals were addressed.

Other issues of mutual interest were 
also discussed.
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H. Hovnanian Family Foundation announces Fellowship Grant 
availability

The H. Hovnanian Family Foundation, 
in its pursuit of advancing the talent, 
knowledge and visibility of professional 
Armenians in all spheres of life, announces 
the opening of its Fellowship Grant pro-
gram. The Fellowships are intended to 
enhance the development and professional 
networking of Armenians in all cultural, 
scientific, educational and competitive 
fields by supporting their participation 
in prestigious international events. By 
increasing the visibility of well-educated 
and talented Armenian specialists actively 
partaking in important, worldwide events, 
we raise the stature of Armenians globally 
and that of the Republic of Armenia. 

Fellowship grants are open to students, 
professors, NGO leaders, scientists, artists, 
legal experts, athletes, academics, medi-
cal professionals, and other individuals 
to cover the costs associated with their 
participation as invited keynote speakers 

or presenters at academic conferences 
and forums, educational seminars, as well 
as literary and scientific competitions. 
Artists are eligible to apply if invited to 
showcase their artwork at prestigious art 
exhibitions. Athletic professionals, who 
are accepted to international trainings 
and competitions are also encouraged to 
apply.  Fellowship grants will help cover 
expenses associated with event partici-
pation including travel, accommodation 
and meals.

Armenian Fellowship grants will be 
awarded on an objective and nondis-
criminatory basis to individuals of Ar-
menian descent worldwide.   Applicants 
will be considered based on their level of 
experience, type and quality of event for 
which they have been invited to present, 
academic/professional achievements, 
financial need, strong third-party rec-
ommendations, and evidence of the in-
dividual’s motivation, standing and abil-
ities. Applications will be accepted on a 
rolling basis throughout the year with no 
deadline other than a requirement for full 
submission at least 60 days in advance of 
the event start date. 

For more information, including appli-
cation and required supporting materials, 
please visit the U.S. and Armenian Fellow-
ship sections on the H. Hovnanian Family 
Foundation website.

Belgium to open an embassy in Armenia

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, 
Hadja Lahbib, announced the opening of 
the Belgian embassy in Armenia. Lah-
bib also stated that Belgium wants to 

contribute to the EU observation mission 
in Armenia.

 “In the Caucasus, Belgium will also 
be present in Armenia. The country was 
covered until now by our Embassy in 
Moscow, and geopolitical developments 
require monitoring on the ground, Lahbib 
announced. Belgium’s increased diplo-
matic attention in a country and a region 
which has a strong Russian influence is 
part of the European neighborhood policy 
with regard to the countries to the east of 
the EU and bears witness to the concern 
for preserving security and stability in this 

strategically important region.
Belgium fully supports European 

efforts that can contribute to the peace 
process between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan, in particular through an EU civilian 
observation mission in Armenia, to which 
Belgium wishes to contribute. Our country 
also attaches great importance to stability 
and good neighborliness in the South Cau-
casus. The opening of a diplomatic mis-
sion in Yerevan, in addition to our already 
existing embassy in Baku (Azerbaijan), 
stems from this vision”.

Two Armenian chess players to participate in Olympic Esports Series 
final

Two chess players representing Arme-
nia will participate in the final round of 
the Olympic Esports Series tournament, 
the press service of the Chess Federation 
of Armenia informs.

Shant Sargsyan, Samvel Ter-Sahak-
yan, as well as Alexander Bortnik, Alexey 

Sarana, Bassem Amin, Maxim Chigaev, 
Ngoc Truong Son Nguyen and Alexander 
Rakhmanov have received the right to 
participate in the final.

The tournament will take place from 
June 22 to 25 in Singapore.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history.
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s
“velvet revolution.” It received
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October,
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
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The goal of the Armenian Identity Card 
(HyeID) non-profit organization is to 
unify Armenians worldwide in a com-
mon platform so that through contacts, 
queries and referenda they can express 
their views and positions regarding issues 
of general interest to Armenians around 
the world and issues of particular inter-
est to Armenian communities in various 
countries.
Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) also 
makes it possible to establish business 
networks, the cardholder can participate 
in various charitable projects, and can 
obtain discounts from Armenian and 
non-Armenian businesses all over the 
world. Armenians should feel themselves 
to be full-fledged “citizens” of a reborn  
Armenia and the Armenian Identity Card 
is the «passport» for all Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) net-
work is an effective environment where 
Armenians can implement various proj-
ects and pan-Armenian programs. At 
the heart of HyeID is the creation of an 
Armenian database which will become 
the reliable and objective basis to real-
ize the potential of all Armenians around 
the world. Based on that database, it will 
be possible to implement various perma-
nent and temporary initiatives through 
the Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)   or-
ganization.

• The Armenian Identity Card (Hy-
eID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected 
to the leadership of The Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID) network struc-
tures.
• The Armenian Identity Card (Hye-

ID)  cardholders can benefit from the 
possibility of discounts 
intended for HyeID 
cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referen-
da initiated by the Hye-
ID network and vote on 
issues of national inter-
est to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Armenian Identi-
fication Card (HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card (Hye-

ID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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