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Pashinyan, Putin meet in St. Petersburg

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan expressed hope that Russia will help to maintain robust economic growth in Armenia when he met 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Saint Petersburg on June 6.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of an international economic forum held in Russia’s second largest city. According to the Krem-
lin, the two leaders discussed Russian-Armenian relations and “regional cooperation.”

Putin praised bilateral ties in his opening remarks at the talks also attended by other senior Russian and Armenian officials.
“I want to remind that Russia is Armenia’s leading trading partner: 26 percent [of Armenia’s foreign trade,] almost $2 billion in direct 

investments and many other things which show the special, allied character of our relations,” he said.
Pashinyan described those relations as “strategic” before touting a 7.1 percent economic growth rate recorded in Armenia in the first 

quarter of this year.
“I’m talking about this because obviously these are good indicators not only for Armenia but also the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), 

because our economic indicators are connected in large measure to our relations in the EEU and Armenian businesses’ access to the 
Russian market,” he told Putin. “This is very important.”

“I hope that we will manage to find solutions on some issues which will not break this good pace 
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Russia -- Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in St. Petersburg, June 6, 2019.
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Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pash-
inyan received AGBU President Perch Se-
drakian, head of the AGBU Armenia office 
Vasken Yacoubian and AGBU Armenia Ex-
ecutive Director Talar Kazanjian.

As Noyan Tapan was informed from the 
Office of the Prime Minister of Armenia, 
Nikol Pashinyan highly appreciated the 
activities of the AGBU for fostering the 
spiritual, educational and cultural develop-
ment of the Armenian people and expressed 
readiness to assist the initiatives and proj-
ects aimed at the preservation of the Arme-
nian identity in Armenia and the Diaspora.

Perch Sedrakian noted that Armenians of 
the Diaspora are very enthusiastic over the 
positive developments in Armenia, includ-
ing the development tendencies in econ-
omy and tourism. The AGBU President 
underlined that the projects implemented 
by the support of the Union are aimed at 
strengthening Diaspora-Motherland links 
and solutions of the problems facing the 
Diaspora. According to him, their goal is 
synchronization of the AGBU projects with 
the Government programs, which will fos-

ter the effectiveness of the projects.
During the meeting the interlocutors dis-

cussed the process of projects implemented 
by the AGBU in various spheres, particu-
larly education, science, and tourism, as 
well as the initiatives planned for the near 

future.
Nikol Pashinyan and Perch Sedrakian 

also exchanged views on consolidating 
the Diaspora-Armenians on national goals, 
preservation of the Armenian identity and 
other issues.

POLITICS

The 4th Summit of Parliament Speakers 
of Central and Eastern Europe has kicked 
off on June 5 in the Polish capital of War-
saw, the Armenian Parliament told Noyan 
Tapan.
This format is a unique platform to react to 

the challenges facing Europe, as well as dis-
cuss issues of mutual interest.
Speakers of Parliaments of the region, 

lawmakers and leading scientists are invited 
to the summit to discuss the common his-
tory issues and contemporary challenges.

Speaker of Parliament of Armenia Ararat 
Mirzoyan is also taking part in the summit. 
While delivering remarks about the com-
mon history cases of Eastern and Central 
Europe, the common threats and in particu-
lar Armenia’s democratization example, he 
urged his colleagues to look and see the real 
picture, stop ineffective activity. “Dear col-
leagues, it’s a high time to unite and direct 
our efforts to resist our common challenges, 
by strengthening democracy and ensuring 
peace, promoting education and improving 
the people’s living conditions, rather than to 
create new conflicts, new barriers and di-
viding lines”.
The speakers of the summit also touched 

upon globalization, national identity issues, 
as well as the geopolitical situation over the 
future of Central and Eastern Europe.

Nikol Pashinyan, Perch Sedrakian discuss process of AGBU’s 
programs and planned initiatives

Speaker Mirzoyan participates in 4th Summit of Parliament 
Speakers of Central and Eastern Europe
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(Yerevan – RFE/RL) - Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan on June 6 ordered law-en-
forcement authorities to clamp down on 
groups which he said are advocating politi-
cal violence in Armenia as part of a “hybrid 
war” waged against his government.

Opening a weekly cabinet meeting in Ye-
revan, Pashinyan said that “forces directly 
or indirectly connected to the former cor-
rupt system” are among those who are try-
ing to destabilize the political situation in 
the country.

“We have operational information that a 
section of those circles has decided to form 
groups of people dressed in black that will 
walk around the city, try to create a certain 
mood, distinguish themselves with some 
impudent actions and so on,” he told gov-
ernment ministers.

Armenia’s police and National Security 
Service (NSS) must take “very tough” ac-
tion against such groups as well as any calls 
for violence, said Pashinyan. “As regards 
those groups dressed in black, you have to 
locate them, sort out their black clothes, 
attach colorful bow ties to them, and es-
cort them to a normal, civilized and law-
ful life,” he adds, appealing to the heads of 
both law-enforcement bodies present at the 
cabinet meeting.

The national police chief, Valeri Osipyan, 
and the NSS director, Artur Vanetsyan, as-
sured Pashinyan that they will execute the 
order. Osipyan told reporters afterwards 

that he has already issued relevant instruc-
tions to his subordinates. But he refused to 
give any details.

Pashinyan also accused the same al-
legedly subversive forces of spreading 
“disinformation” that the government has 
scrapped tuition fee discounts for univer-
sity students who participated in the April 
2016 war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

“It’s the same people and the same cir-
cles,” he said. “And this is really a national 
security issue, Mr. Vanetsyan. Those people 
are waging a hybrid war against the Repub-
lic of Armenia.”

“Should these scoundrels feel good in 
this country?” the prime minister went on. 

POLITICS

Pashinyan orders crackdown on ‘violent’ groups page 1 

“They must walk under sidewalks, wearing 
camouflage. Who do they think they are?”

Although Pashinyan said that “their 
names and surnames are known,” he did 
not name anyone.

His comments prompted sarcastic re-
sponses from several prominent members 
of the former ruling Republican Party 

(HHK) and other bitter critics of the cur-
rent government. They posted on Facebook 
pictures of themselves wearing only black 
clothes. “Before arrest,” HHK spokesman 
Eduard Sharmazanov wrote under his 
photo.

On Wednesday, Pashinyan lambasted the 
opposition Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration (Dashnaktsutyun) for justifying a 
violent attack on a young activist of a rival 
party. “All those individuals who propa-
gate violence must be held accountable,” 
he said.

of economic growth,” added the Armenian 
leader.

It was not clear whether Pashinyan re-
ferred to the price of Russian gas for Ar-
menia or other economic factors shaped 
by Moscow. Putin’s and Pashinyan’s press 
offices did not disclose details of their dis-
cussions on economic issues.

In December, Russia’s Gazprom raised 
the wholesale price of its gas delivered to 
Armenia by 10 percent. The retail price 
for Armenian consumers has remained un-
changed so far.
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POLITICS

Dozens of members 
of the opposition Ar-
menian Revolution-
ary  Federat ion 
(Dashnaktsutyun) 
have demonstratively 
claimed responsibil-
ity for a reported at-
tack on an activist of a 

rival political party.
They accused the activist, Vartan Harutiunyan, of insulting Na-

gorno-Karabakh’s leaders and assaulting a veteran Dashnaktsutyun 
figure.

Harutiunyan, who is affiliated with former President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian National Congress (HAK), on June 4 
claimed to have been beaten in Yerevan by supporters of Dashnakt-
sutyun and another ex-president, Robert Kocharyan. He asked the 
Armenian police for protection.

The police were quick to detain a man on suspicion of involve-
ment in the attack. Dashnaktsutyun representatives confirmed that 
the suspect is affiliated with their party.

Later on, Tuesday, several dozen Dashnaktsutyun members vis-
ited a police station in Yerevan to claim that they too were involved 
in the violence. Among them was Gegham Manukyan, a prominent 
party figure who runs a Dashnaktsutyun-linked TV station.

Manukyan said that Harutiunyan deserves an “educational slap” 
because he wrote offensive comments about Karabakh leaders on 
Facebook and was among several dozen men that accosted 

Dashnaktsutyun’s former top leader, Hrant Markaryan, in Yere-
van’s Liberty Square last month.

The latter incident occurred during a protest against Kocharyan’s 
release from prison ordered by a Yerevan court. Markaryan was 
confronted by protesters as he strolled in the square with his grand-
children.

Artsvik Minasyan, a member of Dashnaktsutyun’s governing 
body in Armenia, on Wednesday defended fellow party members’ 
“spontaneous” visits to the police station. “This is first and fore-
most a call for the authorities to put an end to this situation, to 
condemn and crack down on all manifestations of intolerant and 
hostile behavior which reigns in and is propagated in our country 
right now,” said Minasyan.

However, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan seemed to put the 
blame on Dashnaktsutyun. He said law-enforcement authorities 
should ascertain whether the attack on the HAK activist was the 
work of “one or two individuals” or a larger group.

“All those individuals who propagate violence must be held ac-
countable one by one,” Pashinyan told reporters.

Dashnaktsutyun received two ministerial posts Pashinyan’s first 
cabinet formed in May 2018 following the “velvet revolution” that 
brought down the country’s previous government. The prime min-
ister sacked his Dashnaktsutyun-affiliated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secretly collaborating with the former regime.

Dashnaktsutyun has since been increasingly critical of Pashin-
yan’s government. It accused the government of not delivering on 
its promises and seeking to establish “one-man rule” at a rally held 
in Yerevan on May 23.

Dashnaktsutyun members justify attack on rival activist

(Yerevan – RFE/RL) - The pro-government majority in Arme-
nia’s National Assembly has set up an ad hoc parliamentary com-
mission tasked with investigating the April 2016 war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan called for the creation of such a 
commission on May 20 as he lambasted the Armenian judiciary 
and accused it of having ties with the country’s former leadership.

Pashinyan claimed that “specific forces representing the former 
corrupt system” are also “using their corrupt connections to carry 
out false propaganda” against him in Karabakh. He suggested that 
they are intent on provoking a war with Azerbaijan, losing “some 
territories” to the enemy and blaming that defeat on his government.

Pashinyan did not name anyone involved in the alleged conspir-
acy. He announced instead that “the time has come to form an in-
vestigative parliamentary commission to examine circumstances 
of the April 2016 war and find answers to a number of questions 
preoccupying us.”

Some opposition politicians and other critics of the Armenian 
government denounced Pashinyan’s statement, saying that the 
prime minister is playing the Karabakh card for domestic political 
purposes.

The commission was formally set up late last week after 47 dep-
uties representing Pashinyan’s My Step alliance signed a petition 
in support of its creation. It will be headed by Andranik Kochar-
yan, the pro-government chairman of a standing parliament com-
mittee on defense and security, and also comprise 10 other 
lawmakers.

The commission, which will hold its first meeting on Tuesday, is 

specifically tasked 
with scrutinizing the 
Armenian military’s 
response to an Azer-
baijani offensive in 
Karabakh that led to 
the four-day hostili-
ties, which left 
around 80 Armenian 
soldiers and volunteers dead. It will not only be able to question 
senior government and military officials but also have access to classi-
fied documents.

Four of the commission members are supposed to be named by 
the opposition Prosperous Armenia (BHK) and Bright Armenia 
(LHK) parties.

Naira Zohrabyan, a senior BHK parliamentarian, hit out at the 
parliament majority on Monday, saying that it did not consult with 
her party before setting up the special panel.

“Nobody from My Step approached us,” Zohrabyan told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service. “Moreover, we learned from the media that 
the investigative commission has been created by the signatures of 
47 My Step deputies. I regard this as [a manifestation of] a 
non-businesslike atmosphere in the parliament.”

My Step’s parliamentary leader, Lilit Makunts, dismissed the crit-
icism. She said that the parliament majority has followed legal 
procedures and requirements regulating the formation of such 
commissions.

Parliament Panel to investigate 2016 War in Karabakh
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Amid calls from Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan to reform Armenia’s judicial 
system, the country’s justice minister, Artak 
Zeynalyan announced his resignation on 
June 7 in a message posted on his personal 
Facebook page.

“I have resigned from the position of min-
ister of justice. Assuming the office of a 
minister in this historic period for our peo-
ple was a very responsible step, but also a 
step aimed at having a chance to gradually 
solve the judicial issues that emerged while 
conducting human rights activities,” Zey-

nalyan said in his post.
“I am satisfied with this step and would 

like to thank Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan for proposing my candi-
dacy for the justice minister,” added Zey-
nalyan who also thanked the ministry staff 
“for collective productive and responsible 
work. I also want to thank the international 
partners and civil society representatives 
for the joint work.”

After Pashinyan addressed the nation on 
May 20, calling for the vetting of all judges, 
Zeynalyan was quick to claim that the pro-
cess was internationally accepted and an-
nounced that all judges in Armenia would 
be subject to the vetting process.

Zeynalyan said on May 21 that the vetting 
will be implemented without discrimina-
tion, and individuals will not be targeted.

Another resignation in the judicial system 
was announced on Friday, with the Interim 

Chairman of Armenia’s Supreme Judicial 
Council Gevorg Danielyan tendering his 
resignation, which, according to a message 
on his Facebook page will go in effect on 
June10.

Addressing the top judicial body’s mem-
bers, he called for an “thoughtful approach” 
to his decision, citing the absence of press-
ing issues in the sector.

“In addition, this shouldn’t have come as 
a surprise to you,” he said. “At least as far 
as I am concerned, I find it necessary to en-
able the news Supreme Judicial Council to 
embark on the implementation of judicial 
and legal reforms.”

Danielyan said for around a year he and 
Gagik Harutyunyan, the chairman of the 
Supreme Judicial Council who resigned 
last month, managed to work hard under 
conditions of heavy workload and frequent 
“obvious fake news” on the media.

Armenia’s Justice Minister Resigns

Glendale City Councilmember Zareh 
Sinanyan on June 7 submitted a letter re-
signing his position on Glendale City Coun-
cil effective immediately. He confirmed 
that he will be accepting a high-ranking 
position in the government of the Republic 
of Armenia.

While an official announcement has not 
been made by the government of Armenia, 
sources suggest that Sinanyan will be ap-
pointed to the newly-created position of the 
High Commissioner of Diaspora Affairs, 
overseeing homeland-Diaspora relations.

“We will weigh all the options and make 
the best decision when it comes to filling 
the open seat on the dais.” He added, “I 
would like to thank Zareh for his service 
to the City of Glendale while on the City 
Council,” said Glendale Mayor Ara Najar-
ian.

“The ANCA-Glendale Chapter has en-
joyed a constructive and close relationship 
with City Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan 
since his first election to office and was 
proud to mobilize its grassroots structure 
to ensure his success beginning from his 
first campaign in 2013,” stated Ronnie 
Gharibian, Armenian National Committee 
of America-Glendale Co-Chair.

“Since his election to public office, 
Sinanyan has ably served all citizens of 
Glendale and has always maintained open 
lines of communication with our organiza-
tion and our community, working together 
on issues of mutual interest and concern. 
We thank him for his dedicated service 
and wish him success in his new position 
in Armenia. We are confident that our rela-
tions will continue to grow as he embarks 

on this new chapter of serving our home-
land. We also look forward to continuing 
our productive relationship with the en-
tire Glendale City Council as well as with 
Councilmember Sinanyan’s replacement,” 
added Gharibian.

Per the City’s Charter, the four remaining 
City Councilmembers have two options to 
fill the vacant seat: they can either directly 
appoint someone to the seat or hold a spe-
cial election to fill the vacancy. Should the 
City Council make an appointment, it must 
happen within thirty (30) days of the va-
cancy. If an appointment is not made within 
thirty days, then Council must immediately 
call for a special election to be held within 
one hundred twenty (120) days from the 
call of the election.

Sinanyan was first elected to the Glen-
dale City Council in 2013 and reelected to 
a second term in 2017. During his time on 
the City Council he has served as the City’s 
Mayor twice (2014-2015 and 2018-2019). 
He is currently serving as the President of 
the Hollywood Burbank Airport Authority.

Zareh Sinanyan Vacates City Council Seat to Accept Position in 
Armenian Government
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Armenia hosts CAAP leaderships summit
Yerevan is hosting a summit 

of the heads of airports, which 
are part of Corporation Amer-
ica. The event has brought to-
gether more than 120 heads and 
employees of airports from Ar-
menia, Argentina, Brazil, Ecua-
dor, Italy, Peru and Uruguay.

The summit is presided over 
by Martin Eurnekian Corpo-
ración América CEO Martin 
Eurnekian.

 Addressing the participants 
of the summit, Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan hailed the ac-
tivity of the Eurnekian family 
in Armenia.

 “The activities of the Eu-
rnekian family is highly appre-
ciated in Armenia, and we can 
definitely say that in at least 
two sectors the activities of Eu-
rnekian family and Corporacion 
America had and has turning 
point significance in Armenia,” 
the PM said, noting the first 
sector to be the management of 
the Zvartnots Airport. He 
praised the company for the 
high-level administration of the 
airport, noting that “we are now 
proud for our airport”.

“The second sector, where the 
activities of the Eurnekian fam-
ily had turning point signifi-

cance, is winemaking. Today 
winemaking is rapidly develop-
ing in Armenia, and the Eu-
rnekian family’s contribution in 
the winemaking’s revival is in-
valuable, and the founding of 
Karas company and their Karas 
wines greatly boosted the sec-
tor, and basically it was the rea-
son and occasion for the revival 
of winemaking in Armenia, and 
we are grateful to the Eurnekian 
family for these activities, and 
it isn’t a coincidence at all that 
Eduardo Eurnekian is a Na-
tional Hero of Armenia, and 
this high title expresses the con-
tribution that he had in the de-
velopment of Armenia, and we 
are hopeful and convinced that 

he will still continue having.
The Armenian PM also 

praised the relations between 
the government and Corpora-
cion America, and also the role 
of Martin Eurenkian, “who 
from the very first moments did 
everything for mutual trust and 
a common vision to be develop-
ment between the government 
and the company”.

 He underlined that air trans-
portation is of strategic impor-
tance to Armenia, as the country 
has been under partial blockade 
from the first day of independ-
ence. 
 The Prime Minister empha-
sized the importance of operat-
ing the Gyumri airport at full 

capacity as soon as possible, 
which, he said, will help reduce 
ticket prices, thus promoting 
the development of tourism.

 The Prime Minister spoke 
about investment made and to 
be made in Armenia. “Now we 
are speaking about the expan-
sion of Zvartnots Airport. This 
is good news, since the airport 
has actually reached the maxi-
mum of its capacity,” he said.

 Pashinyan stressed the impor-
tance of financial investments 
for Armenia’s economy and 
hailed the new business culture 
Corporacion Armenia has 
brought to Armenia.

 Meetings in this format have 
been held since 2014 and are 
aimed at improving the effi-
ciency of the airports’ activity. 
The meeting was last held in 
Brazil in 2016.

The Corporacion América 
Airports (CAAP) is the largest 
private sector airport conces-
sion operator in the world based 
on the number of airports under 
management and the tenth larg-
est private sector airport opera-
tor in the world based on 
passenger traffic.

The European Union has increased the amount of assistance pro-
vided to Armenia compared to the previous years. The EU will 

provide 25 million Euro additional support to Armenia in 2019, 
Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan said during the 
joint session of the parliamentary standing committees.

“One of the expressions of the positive dynamics of relations 
with the EU was that new technical support programs for Armenia 
currently are at a proposal summary stage based on the EU’s an-
nual action plan. The EU will provide 40 million Euro assistance 
for 2019, and additional 25 million Euro funds will be added to 
these sums. Thus, we will receive a total of 65 million Euro sup-
port from the EU, which has drastically increased compared to 
2018 and 2017”, the Armenian FM said.

He said the bilateral visits in 2018 were held in a dynamic man-
ner. Armenia’s inter-agency commission also plans to pay separate 
visits to several EU member states to promote the launch of visa 
liberalization dialogue. The first such visit took place in January to 
Germany. The minister assured that the process continues.

EU to provide 25 mln Euro additional support to Armenia
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Armenia joins Intel International Science and Engineering Fair

Armenia has joined the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), ena-
bling high school students to benefit from 
the $5 million fund by presenting innova-
tive ideas.

Each year, more than 7 million high 
school students around the globe develop 
original research projects and present their 
work at local science competitions with the 
hope of making it to the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair, the world’s 
largest pre-college science competition, a 
program of the Society for Science & the 
Public.

Approximately 1,700 winners of local, 
regional, state, and national competitions 
are invited to participate in this week-long 
celebration of science, technology, engi-
neering, and math. At the event, these 
young innovators share ideas, showcase 
cutting-edge research, and compete for up 
to $5 million in awards and scholarships.

The winner gets Gordon Moore Award, 
which comes with $75,000 in reward. 

Armenia’s Minister of Education, Sci-
ence, Culture and Sport Arayik Harutyun-
yan says that such programs help raise 
interest in science among children from an 
early age.

“For years science has been separated 
from the public, that’s why scientific re-
search has often not been applied in real 
life,” he said.

The goal is to return science to educa-
tional institutions, allowing the youth to 
learn to carry out research from an early 
age, the Minister said, describing Arme-
nia’s membership to Itel ISEF as a “step 
forward.”

Opening dialogue path for visa liberalization with EU among 
Armenia’s priority tasks

Opening a path to dialogue for the visa 
liberalization with the EU states is a key 
task for Armenia. In this sense the com-
munication between the representatives 
of Armenia’s migration service and other 
agencies and the respective specialists of 
the EU member states is very important, 
Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnat-
sakanyan said at the joint session of the 
parliamentary standing committees.

Bright Armenia faction MP Taron Si-
monyan said it is repeatedly stated that the 
talks on visa liberalization should start at a 
convenient moment, but no concrete date 
is mentioned. The lawmaker asked to tell 
when is that convenient moment according 
to the Armenian side.

“Of course, it is a result of a negotiation. 
In our case convenient means today, but in 
their case that moment will be when we will 
be able to convince the member states and 
the Commission that this process should 
launch. We have a sufficient support in this 
sense, but also have a sufficient opposition 
for launching this process.

 Our main task for today is to open the di-

alogue path showing all the processes that 
have been carried out in Armenia and that 
Armenia is ready to launch the dialogue. 
Therefore, that convenient moment for us 
is today”, the Armenian FM said, adding 
that they still convince the EU partners that 
that moment is really today.

Commenting on the question of My Step 
faction MP Hayk Konjoryan, the foreign 
minister said the most important is for our 
specialists from the migration service, the 

police, all other agencies that deal with the 
issue, to be in constant communication with 
their European partners.

 “The Armenian specialists should be in 
touch with them, should strengthen the 
communication with the respective special-
ists of the EU member states and show the 
effective migration policy taking place in 
the country”, the minister said
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Armenia, Cyprus, Greece Agree On ‘Trilateral Partnership’

NICOSIA (Cyprus 
Mail)—The foreign 
ministers of Cyprus, 
Greece and Armenia 
agreed on June 4 that 
their respective heads 
of state would meet at 
a trilateral summit in 
Armenia in January, 
adding that the pur-

pose for the cooperation is to promote peace, stability and prosper-
ity through enhanced political dialogue.

They also agreed to cooperate in various areas, such as the econ-
omy, trade and investments, agriculture, education and science, IT 
and innovation, healthcare, crisis management, culture and tour-
ism.

“Today’s meeting reflects clearly our joint determination to fur-
ther expand and deepen our cooperation and to develop synergies 
that will benefit our countries and peoples,” Foreign Minister 
Nicos Christodoulides said.

To this effect, they agreed to share information, exchange best 
practices and expertise, and submit, in the coming months, con-
crete proposals for possible cooperation in the aforesaid areas, to 
be discussed in their next trilateral meeting.

Christodoulides also said that he had the opportunity to brief his 
counterparts on the latest developments regarding the Cyprus 
problem as well as on Turkey’s escalated activities in the island’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in violation of the Republic’s 
sovereign rights and international law.

The three ministers, according to Christodoulides, also ex-
changed views on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and on the im-
plementation of the Prespa Agreement, in addition to discussing 
relations between the EU and Armenia.

“We have assured Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnastakanyan of our 
unwavering support for the strengthening of EU-Armenia rela-
tions, both within the framework of the Eastern Partnership and the 
EU-Armenia Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agree-

ment of November 2017 and beyond,” he said.
In relation to the Partnership Agreement, he said that it was ex-

pected to be ratified by the House of Representatives in the coming 
weeks. “Its entry into force will set EU-Armenia relations on a new 
footing,” he said.

For his part Mnatsakanyan said that the launch of the platform 
was very important and very promising in amplifying the tradi-
tional friendship that exists between the three nations. He added 
that they were translating that historical friendship into coopera-
tion to the benefit of the three nations and people.

He also emphasised that the objectives of the cooperation were 
peace, cooperation and stability for the three countries and the re-
gion.

Referring to the expansion of the trilateral cooperation, he said 
that Armenia was looking forward to welcome the trilateral sum-
mit in the near future.

Greek minister 
Giorgos Katrou-
galos said the 
three were very 
like-minded, 
peace loving 
countries, which 
believe that in-
ternational law 
and respect of 
multilateralism 
form the basis of 
international relations and they also share a long history.

“We envisaged the improvement of both economic and political 
relations, the next step is going to be the trilateral summit among 
the leaders of our countries”, he said.

He added that Greece intended to help Armenia in its European 
perspectives.

They also discussed international issues and topics of common 
interest and concern.

Cyprus -- Foreign Ministers Nikos Christodoulides (C) of Cyprus, George Katrougalos of Greece (R) and Zohrab Mnat-
sakanyan of Armenia shake hands after talks held in Nicosia, June 4, 2019.
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By Harut Sassounian

All members of the European Council had 
agreed to comply with judgments of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights. However, 
Azerbaijan has violated that commitment 
ever since 2014, according to the unani-
mous ruling of ECHR’s Grand Chamber of 
17 judges, including the judge representing 
Azerbaijan, on May 29.

The case involves Azerbaijan’s imprison-
ment of political activist Ilgar Mammadov, 
who was charged with criminal offenses 
and placed “in pre-trial detention in 2013 
without there being any reasonable sus-
picion that he had committed an offense. 
[The European] Court considered the cir-
cumstances indicated the actual purpose 
of those measures was to silence or punish 
Mammadov for criticizing the Government 
[of Azerbaijan],” according to a press re-
lease by ECHR.

ECHR “found in particular that the Gov-
ernment [of Azerbaijan] had taken only 
limited steps to implement the judgment, 
which had not amounted to Azerbaijan act-
ing in ‘good faith’ or in a manner which was 
in accordance with the ‘conclusions and 
spirit’ of its ruling in Mammadov’s case. 
It concluded that Azerbaijan had failed to 
fulfill its obligation under the Convention 
to abide by the judgment,” according to 
ECHR’s press release.

On December 5, 2017, the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe, which 
is responsible for supervising the enforce-
ment of the ECHR’s judgments, referred 
Azerbaijan’s violation back to European 
Court to determine whether that country 

had failed to abide by its 2014 judgment by 
not releasing Mammadov unconditionally.

After ECHR’s Grand Chamber ruled, on 
May 29, that Azerbaijan had indeed vio-
lated its 2014 judgment, ECHR referred the 
case back to the Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe for consideration of 
further measures to be taken.

The Committee of Ministers stressed that 
there were fundamental flaws in the crim-
inal proceedings against Mammadov and 
“called many times for Azerbaijan to release 
Mammadov as an essential step towards 
redressing the violations the [European] 
Court had found. However, he remained 
in detention for almost four years after the 
ECHR’s judgment had become final on 13 
October 2014, until his conditional release 
on 13 August 2018, following the initiation 
of the infringement proceedings. In March 
2019 [Azerbaijan’s] Supreme Court, after 
reducing his sentence, found he had served 
his time in full and set aside the probation 
order and other conditions on his release,” 
according to ECHR’s Grand Chamber.

Here is the background of Mammadov’s 
case as described by ECHR’s press release: 
He was born in 1970 and lives in Baku. He 
is a political blogger and activist who had 
also announced his intention to run as pres-
ident of Azerbaijan in 2013. He was placed 
in pre-trial detention in February 2013 after 
writing on his blog about disturbances in 
Ismayilli. Mammadov said, among other 
things, that people there had been reacting 
to the “corruption and insolence” of pub-
lic officials. He was subsequently charged 
with organizing or actively participat-
ing in actions causing a breach of public 
order, and later he was accused of stirring 
mass disorder and resistance to or violence 
against public officials, posing a threat to 
their life or health.

Mammadov applied to ECHR on Feb-
ruary 25, 2013, alleging that he had been 
arrested and detained without a “reasona-
ble suspicion” of a criminal offence; that 
his right to be presumed innocent had been 

breached; and that he had been prosecuted 
for his political views and the threat he had 
presented to the regime as a potential presi-
dential candidate. In March 2014, Azerbai-
jan’s court convicted and sentenced him to 
seven years in prison.

In the Grand Chamber’s judgment of 
May 22, 2014—the first Mammadov judg-
ment—ECHR found violations of his right 
to liberty and security, right to judicial 
review of detention, presumption of inno-
cence, and limitation on use of restrictions 
on rights. The ECHR also ordered the gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan to pay him 20,000 
euros in compensation.

The Committee of Ministers first exam-
ined the case in December 2014. It took 
numerous decisions and interim resolu-
tions, highlighting the State’s obligation 
under the Convention to adopt individual 
measures to put an end to any violations 
that had been established and to erase their 
consequences so as to put Mammadov in 
the position he would have been in if his 
rights had not been violated.

In October 2017, the Committee put 
Azerbaijan on formal notice that, in its 
view, it had failed to fulfill its obligation 
under the Convention, the first step in an 
infringement procedure. The Committee of 
Ministers in December 2017 also referred a 
question to ECHR on Azerbaijan’s fulfill-
ment of its obligation.

Mammadov was freed on probation in 
August 2018. In March 2019, Azerbaijan’s 
Supreme Court reduced his sentence, found 
he had served his time in full and set aside 
the conditions on his release. In Novem-
ber 2017, ECHR found that Mammadov’s 
trial on the same criminal charges as those 
criticized in its 2014 judgment had also vi-
olated his rights (the second Mammadov 
judgment).

If Azerbaijan continues not to comply 
with ECHR’s judgments, it may eventually 
be expelled from the Council of Europe.

Azerbaijan May be Expelled from Council of Europe for Violating 
Court Ruling
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The decision of the administrative court 
of Cergy-Pontoise of the French Val-d’Oise 
department to declare invalid a declaration 
of friendship between the French munici-
pality of Arnuville and Artsakh’s commu-
nity of Shekher is deeply regrettable.

 This decision may become a wrong polit-
ical signal to Azerbaijan, which has already 
interpreted the judgement of the French 
court as support for its policy of isolation 
of Artsakh.

 Such a development, in turn, may cause 
concern to the Armenian public and cast 
a shadow on the position of France as a 
neutral mediator in resolving the Azerbai-
jan-Karabakh conflict, reads the statement 
issued by the Foreign Ministry of Artsakh.

In this regard, we would like to empha-

size that France, as one of the three OSCE 
Minsk Group co-chairing countries, bears a 
certain responsibility for ensuring that the 
people of Artsakh, due to the unresolved 
conflict, are not restricted in exercising 
their fundamental rights, including the right 
to development.

The decentralized co-operation between 
the municipalities of Artsakh and France in 
no way contradicts either the international 
obligations of France or its efforts as an in-
ternational mediator in the peaceful settle-
ment of the Azerbaijan-Karabakh conflict. 
In particular, the temporary non-recogni-
tion of the Republic of Artsakh does not 
mean that its citizens should be limited in 
participation in international co-operation. 
The legitimacy of the participation of un-
recognized states in such co-operation has 
been confirmed by international arbitration 
practice and has been recognized by inter-
national courts.

Being convinced that decentralized 
co-operation between municipalities and 
creating conditions for communication be-
tween people are an important contribution 
to strengthening peace and stability, the au-

thorities of the Artsakh Republic will con-
tinue to make every effort so that citizens 
of the Republic can fully take advantage of 
international co-operation to realize their 
potential.

We express our deep appreciation to the 
mayor and residents of Arnuville, as well 
as other cities of France, the United States, 
Brazil, Lebanon and other countries that 
have established friendly relations with the 
municipalities and communities of Artsakh.

We also welcome the determination of 
Mr. Pascal Doll, Mayor of Arnuville, to ap-
peal the decision of the administrative court 
of Cergy-Pontoise.

Despite the obstacles imposed by Azer-
baijan, Artsakh’s international ties will 
continue to expand and deepen. In this 
regard, Artsakh makes consistent efforts 
to expand the geography of decentralized 
co-operation. In particular, proposals for 
signing new declarations on friendship and 
co-operation between the communities of 
Artsakh and administrative units in various 
countries are under discussion.

The Armenian parliament unanimously 
passed on June 4 a bill requiring the gov-
ernment to compensate the families of ten 
people killed in the 2008 post-election vio-
lence in Yerevan.

The bill drafted by two senior pro-gov-
ernment lawmakers also calls for com-
pensations to be paid to dozens of other 
protesters and security personnel who were 
seriously injured at the time.

It makes clear, however, that police offi-
cers who are under investigation or have 
already been convicted of using excessive 
force against anti-government protesters 
will not be eligible for any aid. The amount 
and form of the compensation will be deter-
mined by the Armenian government.

According to official data provided by 
law-enforcement authorities, 63 protest-
ers and police officers sustained “injuries 
of medium and severe gravity” during the 
forcible dispersal of opposition demonstra-
tions held in the wake of the February 2008 
presidential election.

Levon Ter-Petrosian, the main opposition 
presidential candidate, rejected as fraudu-
lent official election results which give vic-
tory to Serzh Sarkisian, outgoing President 
Robert Kocharyan’s preferred successor. 
Ter-Petrosian and his allies rallied support-
ers on a daily basis to demand a rerun of 
the vote.

Security forces broke up those protests on 
March 1-2, 2008. Eight protesters and two 

police servicemen died as a result.
The former Armenian authorities accused 

the Ter-Petrosian-led opposition of orga-
nizing the “mass disturbances” in a bid to 
seize power. They jailed dozens of opposi-
tion figures, including Nikol Pashinyan, on 
corresponding charges denied by the latter.

Investigators radically changed the of-
ficial version of events shortly after last 
year’s “velvet revolution” which brought 
Pashinyan to power. They charged Ko-
charyan and three retired army generals 
with illegally using the Armenian armed 
forces against the protesters and thus over-
throwing the constitutional order in Febru-
ary-March 2008. All four men, who went 
on trial last month, deny the accusations.

Decentralized co-operation between municipalities of Artsakh and 
France in no way contradicts international obligations of France – 

Artsakh MFA

Armenia To Compensate Victims Of 2008 Violence
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Over 100 prominent political and military figures, scientists, 
businessmen – “Armenian summit of minds” kicks off

President Emmanuel Macron has vowed 
to rebuild Notre-Dame “even more beauti-
fully” within five years, as all of France’s 
cathedrals prepared to ring their bells on 
Wednesday to mark 48 hours since the co-
lossal fire began, France 24 reports. 

In a televised address on Tuesday evening, 
President Macron suggested he wants it re-
built by the time Paris hosts the Summer 
Olympics in 2024.

“We’ll rebuild Notre-Dame even more 
beautifully and I want it to be completed in 
five years, we can do it,” said Mr Macron, 
who had already pledged to launch an inter-
national fundraising scheme for the recon-
struction.

“It’s up to us to convert this disaster into 
an opportunity to come together... It’s up to 
us to find the thread of our national pro-
ject.”

A massive fire on April 15 ravaged the 
850-year-old Gothic building, destroying 
much of its roof and causing its steeple to 
collapse.

The cathedral was minutes away from 
total destruction, officials say.

A combined €800m has already been 
pledged by a number of companies and 
business tycoons to help rebuild the UNE-
SCO World Heritage site.

The 21st century is the century of Arme-
nia, the century of the citizen of Armenia, 
the century of the Armenian nation, be-
cause its ushers in the glorious revival of 
the Armenian nation, Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said, addressing the 
participants of the Summit of Minds in 
Dilijan.

՞An ancient Indian parable asks what is 
more than the stars? The answer is ideas. 
Only one person’s ideas are taken into con-
sideration in the answer. In general, the 
idea is the most important and turning point 
that shapes and creates our reality. The 
whole civilization, in fact, is based on a sin-
gle factor, the human mind,” the Prime 
Minister said.

“Generally speaking, there were only two 
key factors affecting the planet: the cosmic 
factors and human mind. As we talk about 
the main topic of today’s debate on eco-
nomic, investment and geopolitical trends 
worldwide and in the region, we can see 
that the greatest investment in the modern 
world is being done by human mind,” he 
added.

Pashinyan said that today, idea is the main 
driving power behind the economy. “And 
the point is that human mind is no longer 
limited to itself, and a global process of ar-
tificial thinking, artificial intelligence is 
thriving all over the world. This is the main 
trend in the 21st century, n the modern 
world. When we look at the structure of the 
global economy established over the past 
20-30 years, we will see that the most dra-
matic change is just what said. The forces 
that stem from human thought, talent and 
intellect, have become economic locomo-
tives in the modern world,” he added.

“Now we live in an amazing era, when 
human mind has started to influence not 
only the planet Earth, but also has started to 
make changes on other planets and there is 
no doubt that this tendency will continue 
and will grow stronger with the develop-
ment of artificial intelligence,” Nikol Pash-
inyan noted.

“When we think about the difference be-
tween successful and unsuccessful busi-
nesses, we have a striking idea that 
successful businesses are the ones in which 

human mind has a greater share. As econo-
mists say, all other things being equal, suc-
cessful are those businesses in which ideas 
have the greatest share of investment,” the 
Prime Minister stated.

“And I think that this phenomenon, this 
tendency is the characteristic of today’s Ar-
menia, because the 21st century is a century 
of thought; it ushers in the triumph of 
thought, and this is why we believe that the 
21st century is the century of Armenia, the 
century of the citizen of Armenia, the cen-
tury of the Armenian nation, because it ush-
ers in the glorious revival of the Armenian 
nation,” he added.

“We had no sea in the era of seas; we had 
no oil in the era of oil; we had no luck in the 
era of general success, we had no strength 
in the era of power. Now as the age of 
thought has come, there is no doubt that we 
have ideas, and our chief task is to develop 
our thinking; we must provide prerequisites 
for this, create opportunities for self-affir-
mation and self-reproduction of thought,” 
Nikol Pashinyan stated.

“And this is why we say that our task is to 
make the Republic of Armenia a paradise 
for talented people, and we believe that in 
general, everyone is unique, everyone is 
talented and our task is to create an envi-
ronment where talents can grow and de-
velop, create artificial intelligence in 
support of human intelligence, spiritual and 
moral values, universal stability, peace and 
prosperity. Therefore, this Summit of Mind 
comes to the point in the Republic of Arme-
nia,” the Prime Minister concluded.

Held annually in Shamonix, France, for 
the first time this year, the Summit of 
Minds is hosted by Armenia. Armenia is the 
first country to host this event outside 
Shamonix.

The following prominent individuals are 
among the participants: former French 
Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin 
(2005-2007), Presidential Adviser on Secu-
rity Issues at Barack Obama’s administra-
tion James Jones, Special Representative of 
the President of the Russian Federation for 
International Cultural Cooperation Mikhail 
Shvidkoy, Director of Investment and En-
trepreneurship Department of the UN Con-
ference on Trade and Development James 
Jean, Former Minister, Director of the 
Global Health Innovations Institute at the 
Imperial College of London, Lord Ara 
Darzi, Italian National Research Council 
Chairman Massimo Inguscio, Siemens 
CEO Jean-Marc Lischka, French THALES 
Company’s Vice President and Regional 
Director Paul Remy, Skolkovo Manage-
ment School Board Chairman, former head 

of the presidential administration Alexan-
der Voloshin, Crans Montana Forum Presi-
dent Pierre-Emmanuel Quirin, President 
and Director of the US National Defense 
University Foundation William Parker, and 
others.

More than 100 prominent Armenian and 
foreign political and military figures, schol-
ars, analysts, businessmen and entrepre-
neurs are taking part in the event. The 
summit features a series of thematic discus-
sions on geopolitical developments in Eur-
asia and the Middle East, high technologies 
and management, artificial intelligence, 
digital economy, etc.

All provinces of Armenia 
to have domestic violence 
victims’ support centers

https://www.france24.com/en/20190417-macron-vows-rebuild-notre-dame-five-years
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Deep Purple’s lead vocalist, Ian Gillan, 
and Black Sabbath’s guitarist, Tony Iommi, 
are in Yerevan to celebrate the 30th anni-
versary of Rock Aid Armenia. Previously 
known as Live Aid Armenia, Rock Aid Ar-
menia is a humanitarian effort facilitated by 
the British music industry to raise money 
for individuals affected by the 1988 Arme-
nian earthquake—Spitak.

International charity campaigner Jon Dee, 
who initiated Rock Aid Armenia, is also 
visiting Yerevan for the anniversary event.

Speaking at a news conference in Yere-
van, Ian Gillan expressed the importance of 
Rock Aid Armenia, explaining how special 
the event is to him.

“Here we are again. This project is a very 
personal experience for me because, I be-
lieve it was in June 1990 when I was per-
forming at the sports arena when I became 
aware of the tragic events of the previous 
year, and I took a trip to Spitak and I saw 
the devastation.

 There are many vivid images, the main 
one I remember is of an old lady holding a 
picture of her 28 family members, and she 

was the only one left alive.
 I spoke with the Mayor of Spitak and he 

told me that all music had stopped in the 
city: on the radio, in the church, even the 
birds had stopped singing.

 So, we thought that time itself might be 
a healer and music would, symbolically, 
be one way for restarting. We got involved 
with the music school in Gyumri, which I 
think is absolutely perfect for symbolizing 
new life,” Gillan said.

Rock Aid Armenia founder Jon Dee 
thanked Ian Gillan and Tony Iommi and 
noted that the two legends have continually 
supported the program throughout the last 
30 years, and have also personally visited 
Armenia to see how they can help further.

“On the occasion of Rock Aid Armenia’s 
30th anniversary, an event will take place 
in the evening to which all tickets are sold 
out. This shows how important this project 
is. Next month we will launch a new web-
site that will feature recordings and music 
videos that haven’t been published until 
now. Smoke on the Water will be re-re-
leased across the world and all proceeds 

will be directed to Gyumri to supplement 
the school with musical instruments. We 
will also release a new album, which won’t 
contain rock music, but Armenian music,” 
Dee said.

He discussed the release of an album 
featuring 5th century Armenian spiritual 
music, created by Vahan Artsruni and Has-
mik Baghdasaryan. The album will be titled 
Mashtots, with proceeds going directly to 
the music school in Gyumri.

Dee said they heard the music for the first 
time in 2013 during a visit to Yerevan’s 
Matenadaran. He called on all Armenians 
worldwide to acquire the CD, because all 
proceeds will go to the school’s funds.

“I am impatiently waiting to see this 
school with my own eyes. We will continue 
this project for as long as we are able to,” 
added Black Sabbath’s Tony Iommi, who 
joined the project 10 years ago.

“Smoke on the Water,” a famous Deep 
Purple song from the 70s, was already once 
re-recorded for Rock Aid Armenia.

Rock Legends in Yerevan for 30th Anniversary of Rock Aid Armenia
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City Spa, one of the founders of Aes-
thetic medicine in Armenia, that was es-
tablished 14 years ago, is still following 
the main principles that were implemented 
since the launch: to use only clinically and 
scientifically approved, highly effective 
and safe with FDA approval products and 
equipments imported mainly from UK 
and Europe.

Depilation: Last year City Spa launched 
a very safe, painless and fast acting new 
machine for permanent hair removal. It 
is the “Primelase” produced by Cocoon 
Medical. The machine has an innovative 

method (dynamic mode) which allows to 
treat very large areas of the body within 
few minutes.

Localized fat removal: In Armenia 
the first cryolipolysis method was imple-
mented by City Spa in 2016. Cooltech is 
an innovative machine that acts as a none 
surgical lyposaction, with a new method 
of cryolipolysis for permanent localized 
fat removal and body reconturing.  It is 
safe, painless and very effective. City Spa 
is equipped also with the Wellashape ma-
chine for anti-cellulite treatment. 

Anti aging Facial treat-
ments and Care: City 
Spa offers the latest sci-
entifically approved anti 
aging treatments and prod-
ucts for care. The doctors 
are regularly improving 
their qualifications in 
London and Paris, bring-
ing the new inventions to 
Armenia.  The products 
used in City Spa are only 

international leading brands such as ZO 
Skin health (Beverly Hills US), GLO ther-
apeutics (ColoradoUS). Skin Ceuticals 
(US) etc. 

And that’s not the all: pedicure, man-
icure and massage will make your day.

You are welcome to City Spa. The aes-
thetic doctor’s consultations and skin di-
agnostics with Skin Scanner is fee. The 
atmosphere in City spa is full of love and 
peace. The pricing strategy is very flexible 
and discounts for good long term clients 
are available during whole year as well as 
different Gift Cards.

The address: 
Baghramyan 

1st DL, 2-nd building,
2-nd floor. 

Phone: +374 60 536 536

E-mail: 
spa.city@yahoo.com

Website:  
www.cityspa.am



Zociac Weekly Forecast

You have arrived at a turning point with re-
spect to one or more significant relationships.  
Think about what you started two years ago.  It 
may have been a new relationship or a fresh cre-
ative venture.  Now is a time of full maturity of 
that relationship or new beginning.  This is the 
time to pour more effort and some financial re-
sources if you wish to claim it as yours. 

Please read the lead paragraph because it per-
tains to you.  Unexpected changes come from 
the territory of partner’s resources, insurance 
payoffs, tax surprises, investment changes, in-
heritance and/or legacies. 

Venus enters your sign this week and will be 
traveling “with you” through all of June.  Her 
presence gives you an air of poise and people 
will simply like how you look.  Often when 
Venus is prominent we become more interested 
in art forms and want to make things in the en-
vironment more attractive.  We are also more 
interested in beautifying ourselves.

A partnership or a significant relationship that 
began in late spring of 2002 is arriving at a point 
of full ripeness.  If it has been good, you can 
review it now with a sense of satisfaction.  This 
is the time in which you cultivate the soil for 
future growth, or let it begin to die naturally.

There is the possibility that you will attract 
someone who is needy, causing you to feel that 
you should help. Before you go very far, talk to 
your friends and ask who this person is.  He or 
she might be a “vampire,” one who takes far 
more than he can give.  On a totally different 
plane, you may have a significant encounter 
with one that wakens your spirituality..

Listen to Shakespeare’s wisdom:  “Neither a 
borrower nor a lender be…/for loan oft loses 
both itself and a friend.”  Opportunities come 
your way for one or more creative ventures from 
a distance, via the law, education, travel, or the 
internet

You may feel a sense of abandonment from 
partner(s), clientele, or those with whom you 
consult (lawyers, doctors).  It hurts for a short 
time, but soon you will find ways to fill in the 
gap.  You need more information to assist you in 
understanding this loss.  Don’t allow others to 
lay blame upon you for things you haven’t done

This is a time that will test the strength of your 
relationships.  Dormant or hidden tensions that 
are gnawing at the edges of any relationship are 
likely to become apparent now.  Make an effort 
to recognize the difference between ego con-
flicts and genuine difference of opinion. 

Give special attention to the lead para-
graph because it pertains to you.  An oppor-
tunity may come your way that seems out 
of the blue.  It requires that you use your 
skills in a totally different manner than you 
have tried before.  Go with it because it ex-
pands your territory and will be a fun kick 
to try.  It will grow your territory. 

Stay aware of your body and be sure to listen 
to it when it says “Stop!”  Your physical cycle 
is at a temporary low, leaving you open to po-
tential accidents or injuries.  If you feel tired, 
give yourself a break and rest.  It is a novel 
thing for you to do, but you need to reduce your 
stress at this time.

Read the lead paragraph carefully.  Uranus is a 
planet of surprise and it rarely brings what you 
expect to happen.  In the solar system it deviates 
from the “rules” by rolling on its belly around 
the sun.  The surprise of Uranus may come from 
outside yourself or it may be a sudden and unex-
pected change in attitude on your part. 

Something has developed that undermines 
your sense of security.  It may relate to family 
and property matters.  There is a sense of loss 
involved.  Remember that nothing remains the 
same.  Change is in the nature of things and our 
relationships.  ».

Aries (March 20–April 19)

Taurus (April 20 -- May 20)

Gemini (May 20–June 20)

Cancer (June 21–July 21)

Leo (July 22–August 21)

Virgo (August 22–September 22)

Libra (Sep. 23–Oct. 22)

Scorpio (October 23–November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22–December 20)

Capricorn (December 21–January 19)

Aquarius (January 20–February 17)

Pisces (February 18–March 19)

NextPrevious

14 

10 June #22 (1243) 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights



NextPrevious

15 

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 10 June #22 (1243)2019

3 

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 4 February #4 (1225) w 2019

German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting

2 

4 February #4 (1225) w 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.
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that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
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ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.
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Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.
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with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-
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top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
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“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
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