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Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin

Nikol Pashinyan, who was paying an official visit to the Feder-
al Republic of Germany, met on February 1 with German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel in Berlin. An official welcoming ceremo-
ny was held at the German Chancellor’s Residence: the flags of 
Germany, Armenia and the EU were raised, the Guard of Honor 
and the Military Band stood along the red carpet. After the perfor-
mance of the national anthems of the Republic of Armenia and the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the German Chancellor invited the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia to inspect the Guard 
of Honor.

After a handshake and protocol photography, Prime Minister Ni-
kol Pashinyan and Chancellor Angela Merkel held private talks 
during a working lunch. Angela Merkel welcomed and highly ap-
preciated the Armenian Prime Minister’s official visit to Germany, 
expressing confidence that the visit would give a new impetus to 
Armenian-German friendly cooperation. Angela Merkel noted 
that Germany is interested in the further development of relations 
with Armenia and stands ready to discuss prospects for expanding 
bilateral ties.

continued on page 3

GERMANY -- German Chancellor Angela Merkel welcomes Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
for a meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, February 1, 2019
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April 24 Declared Commemoration Day
of Armenian Genocide in France

French President Emmanuel Macron has de-
clared April 24 as a day for the commemora-
tion in France of the 1915 genocide of Arme-
nians in Ottoman Turkey.
Macron announced the move late on Tues-
day at an annual dinner of the Coordination 
Council of Armenian Organizations in France 
(CCAF). The Reuters news agency quoted 
him as saying that France was among the first 
nations to denounce “the murderous hunt of 
the Armenian people in the Ottoman Empire.”

“France is, first and foremost, a country that 
knows how to look history in the face,” he said, 
according to the France24 TV channel.
France officially recognized the World War 
One-era slaughter of some 1.5 million Ar-
menians as genocide with a law passed by its 
parliament 2001. It is home to an estimated 
500,000 ethnic Armenians, most of them de-
scendants of survivors of the genocide.
Macron spoke of his “admiration” for the 
French-Armenian community and visited the 

Armenian genocide memorial in Paris when 
he ran for president in 2017. The CCAF, which 
is an umbrella structure uniting the leading 
French-Armenian organizations, endorsed his 
presidential candidacy.
Turkey strongly condemned Macron’s deci-
sion on February 6. According to the Associ-
ated Press, a spokesman for Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Macron tried to 
“save the day” and make political gains in the 
face of “political problems in his own country.”

France - French President Emmanuel Macron speaks during the Co-ordination Council of Armenian Organisa-
tions of France (CCAF) annual dinner in Paris, February 5, 2019.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Armenian, Estonian FMs discuss opportunities
to expand bilateral relations

Foreign minister of Armenia 
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan on Feb-
ruary 8 met with Estonia’s for-
eign minister Sven Mikser on 
the sidelines of his official visit 
in Tallinn, the Armenian MFA 
told Noyan Tapan

The two ministers exchanged 
views on the possibilities to ex-
pand and enrich the multisec-
toral partnership between the 
two countries and the agenda 
of the Armenian-Estonian re-
lations. Both highlighted that 
the centuries-old friendship be-
tween the two peoples serves 
a firm base for taking practical 
steps aimed at completely utiliz-
ing the existing potential in the 
bilateral agenda.

Introducing his meetings 
held during the visit and their 
outcomes, the Armenian FM 
attached importance to the in-

clusion of the representatives 
of high technologies and e-gov-
ernance in the delegation which 
enabled to hold practical discus-
sions with the representatives of 
the leading Estonian companies 
of the field. The two FMs agreed 
that there is a great potential in 
the fields of high technologies, 
innovation and creative educa-
tion, which will open new coop-
eration prospects by joint efforts.

Touching upon the Arme-
nia-EU ties, FM Mnatsakanyan 
highlighted the importance of 
the Armenia-EU Comprehen-
sive and Enhanced Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) for the im-
plementation process of ongo-
ing reforms in Armenia and the 
promotion of the government’s 
development agenda.

The officials also praised the 
cooperation of the two countries 

in the international structures.
The meeting also touched upon 

urgent regional and international 
issues.

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan intro-
duced the Estonian counter-
part on Armenia’s position and 
approaches on the exclusively 

peaceful settlement of the Na-
gorno Karabakh conflict. He 
highlighted the importance of 
creating an atmosphere contrib-
uting to peace, emphasizing the 
necessity to refrain from steps 
that lead to escalation of the situ-
ation and aggressive rhetoric.

Armenian, Azeri FMs may meet again

Armenia’s Foreign Ministry on February 
5 did not rule out the possibility of yet an-
other meeting of the Armenian and Azer-
baijani foreign ministers later this month.

The ministry spokeswoman, Anna Nagh-
dalyan, said that Foreign Minister Zohrab 
Mnatsakanyan will participate in an annual 
security conference that will be held in Mu-
nich, Germany on February 16-18. “As far 
as we know, Azerbaijan’s foreign minister 
[Elmar Mammadyarov] has also confirmed 
his participation [in the conference,]” she 
told a news briefing in Yerevan.

Commenting on the possibility of Mam-
madyarov and Mnatsakanyan meeting on 
the sidelines of the Munich forum, Naghda-
lyan said: “Whenever there is an agreement 
on a meeting between the two ministers, 
we announce it in a coordinated manner … 
We have always adhered to that principle 
and we will not breach it if there is such an 
agreement.”

Mnatsakanyan and Mammadyarov have 
met for four times in the last seven months. 
According to international mediators, at 
their most recent talks held in Paris on Jan-
uary 16 the ministers acknowledged the 
need for “taking concrete measures to pre-
pare the populations for peace.”

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-

yan and Azerbaijani President Ilham Ali-
yev have also held a series of talks in recent 
months. Their last meeting took place in 
Davos, Switzerland on January 22. It fueled 
more talk of major progress in long-run-
ning efforts to resolve the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict.

Pashinyan downplayed last week his “infor-
mal contacts” with Aliyev. He also stated that 
the Armenian side will not agree to territori-
al concessions Azerbaijan in return for mere 
peace in the region. “We can’t even discuss 
the lands-for-peace formula,” he said.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry crit-
icized those remarks, saying that “with-

drawal of Armenian from the occupied 
Azerbaijani territories” has long been at the 
heart of the negotiation process mediated 
by the United States, Russia and France. 
“Does that statement by Pashinyan mean a 
renunciation of negotiations?” it said in a 
statement.

Naghdalyan insisted in this regard that 
Yerevan remains committed to further ne-
gotiations with Baku under the aegis of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-headed by the 
three world powers. “For Armenia the sta-
tus and security of Artsakh (Karabakh) are 
the overriding priorities in this process,” 
she said.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
Pashinyan declares start of Armenia’s

“economic revolution”
Armenia’s government for-

mally approved its five-year 
policy program on February 
8, with Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan saying that it marks 
the beginning of an “economic 
revolution” promised by him.

“We have declared the concept 
of an economic revolution and 
with this program are announc-
ing the start of the economic 
revolution,” Pashinyan told a 
cabinet meeting in Yerevan.

The program was submitted 
to the Armenian parliament 
later in the day. Its almost cer-
tain approval by the National 
Assembly will amount to a 
vote of confidence in Pashin-
yan’s cabinet reappointed after 
the December 9 parliamentary 
elections.

Opposition politicians and 
commentators have already 
criticized the 70-page action 
plan, saying that it is short on 
specifics. They point to few so-

cioeconomic targets that have 
been set by the government for 
the next five years.

Pashinyan mentioned “certain 
reactions” to the program. He 
insisted that the document “ful-
ly corresponds” to his vision for 
the country’s future which was 
backed by the majority of vot-
ers in the recent elections.

Deputy Prime Minister Mher 
Grigoryan indicated that the 
government will set more de-
tailed targets for various spheres 
after the program is approved 
by the parliament.

For his part, Economic De-
velopment Minister Tigran 
Khachatryan said that the pro-
gram already commits the gov-
ernment to achieving a number 
of key economic indicators. 
He singled out a government 
pledge to increase the share of 
exports in Armenia’s Gross Do-
mestic Product from 38 percent 
to at least 43 percent by 2023.

“That can happen if our exports 
grow by 8-10 percent annual-
ly,” Khachatryan told reporters. 
“This is a fairly high and ambi-
tious target.”

The program also says that the 
Armenian economy will grow 
by at least 5 percent annually 
thanks to government efforts to 
improve the business environ-
ment, spur exports and attract 

more foreign investment. It 
promises “substantial” decreas-
es in poverty and unemployment 
but sets no concrete targets.

Pashinyan announced later on 
Friday that he has made a final 
decision on the new structure of 
his government. In particular, he 
said, the number of government 
ministries will be reduced as 
planned from 17 to 12.

Health ministry seeks indoor smoking ban in Armenia

Armenia’s Ministry of Health 
has called for a blanket ban on 
smoking in cafes, restaurants 
and all other indoor public plac-
es in the country.

A relevant bill drafted by the 
ministry was sent to the Arme-
nian government for discussion 
and approval earlier this week.

Health Minister Arsen To-
rosyan is actively promoting 
the initiative on his Twitter 
page. “The time has come!!!” 
Torosian wrote on February 6. 
“Choice must be made now!!! 
Move to healthier world or stay 
in sick world?”

“From now on I won’t visit 
any restaurant or cafe in Arme-
nia that allows indoor smoking 
until our new tobacco control 
law is adopted,” he tweeted in 
English on February 7. “I will 
also promote all restaurants that 
voluntarily prohibit smoking 
NOW!”

Torosyan attached to that 

tweet a selfie with Environ-
ment Minister Erik Grigoryan. 
The two men were pictured in 
a rare smoke-free restaurant in 
Yerevan.

Armenia is a nation of heavy 
smokers with few restrictions 
on tobacco sales and use. Ac-
cording to Ministry of Health 
estimates, 55 percent of Arme-
nian men are regular smokers. 
Medics blame this for a high 
incidence of lung cancer among 

them.
The smoking rate among Ar-

menian women is much lower: 
3 percent. But in Yerevan an 
estimated 10 percent of women 
aged between 30 and 40 are to-
bacco addicts.

Armenian authorities have al-
ready attempted to curb smok-
ing in the past. A law that came 
into force in 2005 banned to-
bacco in hospitals, cultural and 
educational institutions and 

public buses.
Additional restrictions intro-

duced a year later required oth-
er entities, including bars and 
restaurants, to allow smoking 
only in special secluded areas. 
But with no legal sanctions put 
in place against their violation, 
those measures proved largely 
ineffectual.

In January 2018, the Minis-
try of Health put forward a bill 
that would heavily fine people 
smoking in indoor public plac-
es. The then Armenian gov-
ernment did not send the bill 
to the parliament before being 
brought down by mass protests 
in May.

Torosyan, who was appoint-
ed as health minister in May, 
is behind the ministry’s latest 
attempt to ban indoor smoking. 
It is not yet clear when Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s 
cabinet will discuss the mea-
sure.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Russia’s defense minister praises Armenia
for providing humanitarian assistance to Syria

Armenia’s Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan and Russia’s Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoygu held a meeting on Feb-
ruary 8 in Russia, the ministry said in a 
news release.

Shoygu congratulated Tonoyan on be-
ing appointed Defense Minister of Arme-
nia and emphasized that Armenia is the 
reliable partner and important colleague 
of Russia in the South Caucasus.

The Russian Defense Minister thanked 
Tonoyan for the humanitarian aid to 
Syria, noting that Armenia is the first to 
respond to Russia’s call on assisting the 
peaceful population of Syria.

Armenia’s Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan in turn thanked Russia for coop-
eration in providing humanitarian aid 
to Syria. Tonoyan noted that Russia’s 
actions in Syria contribute to post-war 
restoration and attached importance to 
Armenia’s participation in the humanitar-
ian action. “Our assistance to the Syrian 
people, a part of whom is the Armenian 
Diaspora, is important,” Tonoyan said.

During the meeting the Armenian and 
Russian defense chiefs also discussed a 
broad circle of military and military-tech-

nical cooperation issues, including issues 
related to equipping the Armenian Armed 
Forces will modern and precision arma-
ments ensuring its deterrent superiority.

Joint plans aimed at increasing the level 
of combat readiness were also discussed.

Emphasizing that the Armenian-Rus-
sian bilateral military and military-tech-
nical cooperation is on a high level, the 
sides expressed conviction that the strate-
gic allied relations will continue to devel-
op, the ministry said in the news release.

Serzh Sargsyan 
‘questioned in 2008 probe’

Former President Ser-
zh Sargsyan has reportedly 
been questioned by Arme-
nian-law-enforcement author-
ities as a witness in their on-
going investigation into the 
2008 post-election violence in 
Yerevan.

According to the “Haykakan 
Zhamanak” daily and Hetq.
am, the interrogation took 
place on February 1 and lasted 
for about six hours. Both me-
dia outlets also said Sargsyan 
will be summoned for further 
questioning.

The Special Investigative 
Service (SIS), which is con-
ducting the probe, did not 
deny or confirm the reports 
on Monday. “Haykakan Zha-
manak” is run by Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan’s wife, 
Anna Hakobyan.

The SIS has charged 
Sargsyan’s predecessor Robert 

Kocharyan and three retired 
army generals with overthrow-
ing the constitutional order in 
the wake of a disputed presi-
dential election held in Febru-
ary 2008. The vote formalized 
the handover of power from 

Kocharyan to Sargsyan, his 
preferred successor.

The main opposition presi-
dential candidate, Levon Ter-
Petrosyan, rejected the official 
election results as fraudulent, 
staging nonstop demonstra-

tions that were broken up on 
March 1-2, 2008. Eight pro-
testers and two policemen 
were killed in vicious streets 
clashes in Yerevan on that 
night.

The SIS blamed the 
Ter-Petrosian-led opposition 
for the bloodshed until last 
spring’s “velvet revolution” 
which brought Pashinyan to 
power. But it now says that 
Kocharyan illegally used army 
units against the protesters in 
order to enforce the vote re-
sults.

Kocharyan, who denies the 
accusations as politically mo-
tivated, was again arrested in 
December. Sargsyan’s Re-
publican Party of Armenian 
strongly condemned the arrest, 
saying that Pashinyan is exact-
ing “personal revenge” against 
the man who ruled the county 
from 1998-2008.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1
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same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting

Western watchdog hails democratic change in Armenia

The Washington-based rights group 
Freedom House praised the “velvet rev-
olution” in Armenia and “markedly freer 
and fairer” elections which followed it, in 
an annual report on global democracy re-
leased on February 5.

The Freedom in the World 2019 report 
lists Armenia among a handful of coun-
tries where “positive breakthroughs” 
were registered last year. They show that 
“democracy has enduring appeal as a 
means of holding leaders accountable and 
creating the conditions for a better life,” 
it says.

“Entrenched elites in many Eurasian 
countries continued exploiting the advan-
tages of incumbency to maintain their grip 
on power,” reads the report. “However, 
Armenia broke that pattern with the oust-
er of an unpopular leader and the election 
of a new, reform-minded government.”

“In the spring of 2018, Armenians took 
to the streets in protest of an attempt by 
Serzh Sarkisian to extend his rule by 
shifting from the presidency to the prime 
minister’s office,” it says. “To widespread 
surprise, the protests culminated in Sark-
isian’s resignation and the rise of oppo-
sition leader Nikol Pashinyan to the pre-
miership. Pashinyan’s My Step alliance 
decisively won snap parliamentary elec-
tions in December, clearing the way for 
systemic reforms.”

The polls were “markedly freer and fair-

er than elections in previous years,” add-
ed Freedom House.

Accordingly, the watchdog gave Arme-
nia higher scores in various categories of 
political rights and civil liberties. Still, 
it continued to rank the South Cauca-
sus states as “partly free” alongside oth-
er former Soviet states such as Georgia, 
Ukraine and Moldova.

Armenia’s three other neighbors -- Azer-
baijan, Turkey and Iran -- as well as Rus-
sia were rated “not free.”

The report says that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his Azerbaijani coun-

terpart Ilham Aliyev both won new pres-
idential terms in 2018 through election 
campaigns that benefited from “strong-
arm tactics that included the repression of 
independent media and civil society, the 
abuse of state resources, and the persecu-
tion of genuine political opponents -- as 
well as outright fraud.”

It also says that the United States in 
2018 saw “a decline in the rule of law” 
that put American democracy “on a level 
with Greece, Croatia, and Mongolia,” and 
well below other long-standing democra-
cies like Germany and Britain.

Armenia to expand mutual partnership 
with partner countries of Middle East

The Armenian government 
will take active steps to de-
velop the unique and friendly 
relations with Iran and Geor-
gia that will be free of other 
geopolitical impacts as much 
as possible, the government 
said in its draft Action Plan re-
leased on February 6, reports 
Armenpress.

According to the draft, the 
government will actively 
work to expand multisectoral 
broad cooperation with Chi-
na, develop and deepen the 
friendly and mutually benefi-
cial partnership with India and 
Japan.

Armenia plans to expand the 
mutual partnership with the 

partner countries of the Mid-
dle East, develop the coopera-
tion with the American, Asian, 
African and Pacific states.

An importance is attached to 
Armenia’s active engagement 
in the multilateral platforms 
– the UN, OSCE, CoE and 

other international structures, 
as well as protection of its in-
terests including in the fields 
of security, sustainable devel-
opment and human rights.

The active cooperation with-
in the CSTO, as well as the 
development of the bilateral 
relations with the CIS states, 
the continuation of political 
dialogue with the NATO, the 
consistent implementation 
of the Individual Partnership 
Action Plan, the deepening 
of Armenia’s engagement in 
the International Organization 
of La Francophonie and con-
ducting Armenia’s chairman-
ship at the IOF at the highest 
level are highlighted.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Armenian government unveils
economic growth targets

Armenia’s economy should grow by 
at least 5 percent annually and thereby 
“substantially” cut poverty in the coun-
try, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s 
government said in its five-year policy 
program unveiled on February 6.

The 70-page program laying out the 
government’s priorities and policies was 
made public two months after Pashin-
yan’s My Step alliance won snap parlia-
mentary elections by a landslide. Speak-
ing at a cabinet meeting in Yerevan, the 
premier said it will undergo minor “ed-
itorial” changes before being submitted 
to the Armenian parliament by the end of 
this week.

The document’s almost certain approval 
by the National Assembly will amount to 
a vote of confidence in the government. 
My Step holds a two-thirds majority in 
the parliament.

The program declares the government’s 
commitment to a “competitive and in-
clusive economy” primarily driven by 
hi-tech industries. It says the government 
will strive for this by significantly im-
proving tax administration, easing busi-
ness regulations, guaranteeing fair com-
petition, attracting foreign investment 
and stimulating exports and innovation.

This, the document adds, should trans-
late into an average GDP growth rate of 
at least 5 percent in 2019-2023. “At the 
same time, a considerably larger number 
of citizens should participate in economic 

development, and economic output cre-
ated as a result of their work should be 
distributed more evenly,” it says.

Armenia’s former government set prac-
tically the same growth targets in its last 
five-year program drawn up in 2017. It 
pledged to reduce the official poverty 
rate, which stands at around 30 percent, 
by 12 percentage points by 2022.

Pashinyan’s government is likewise 
promising “substantial” reductions in the 
poverty and unemployment rates. But it 
has set no specific targets.

Also, both the current and former gov-
ernment programs describe a steady and 
rapid increase in Armenian exports as the 
main engine of faster GDP growth.

Ever since he swept to power in May 
2018, Pashinyan has repeatedly promised 
to carry out an “economic revolution” 
that will significantly improve the lives of 
ordinary Armenians. He has said his gov-
ernment has already succeeded in practi-
cally eradicating corruption and breaking 
up economic monopolies that have long 
hampered the country’s development.

According to official statistics, Ar-
menian economy grew by 7.5 percent 
in 2017. It was on course to expand by 
roughly 5.3 percent in 2018.

According to the latest World Bank pro-
jections, Armenian growth will slow to 
4.3 percent in 2019 and accelerate slight-
ly in the following years.

Alternative energy a prospective field for Armenia: 
President Sarkissian continues meetings with 

French business circles
President of Armenia Armen 

Sarkissian, who is in Paris on a 
working visit, met with famous 
French businessman Henri Pro-
glio, the former Chairman of the 
Board and CEO of Electricité de 
France and former CEO of Veo-
lia Environnement, the Armenian 
Presidential Office told Noyan 
Tapan.

The Armenian President and 
the French businessman dis-
cussed the cooperation opportu-
nities and prospects in the field of 
nature protection, energy, water 
resource effective management.

President Sarkissian specifical-

ly highlighted the great potential 
in the field of alternative energy 
and the opportunity to implement 
joint programs. He stated that Ar-
menia is rich of renewable ener-
gy resources, and the alternative 
energy is a prospective business 
field for our country.

The sides agreed that the busi-
nessman, who has a great ex-
perience in the aforementioned 
fields, will visit Armenia in com-
ing months to get acquainted 
with the opportunities, continue 
the discussions and give more 
subjective process to the partner-
ship.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
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creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting

Government looks at prospects for wine 
industry development

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan held a consultative meeting, 
attended by representatives of 
winemaking companies. The 
meeting discussed issues related 
to the opportunities and pros-
pects for wine industry develop-
ment in Armenia.

“We have gathered here to dis-
cuss the problems faced in this 
area in order to understand how 
the government’s cooperation 
with the wine industry can de-
velop. Winemaking today is one 
of the fastest growing industries 
in our country, and the fact that 
such a significant presence is en-
sured already speaks for its vol-
umes. However, I think that we 
have problems associated with 
market representation, and this is 
probably due to both affordabili-
ty and the need to step up output 
levels. As far as I understand, 

Armenian wines are competitive 
in terms of price and quality, but 
in some cases, competitiveness 
suffers due to limited output; 
just because sometimes large 
lots become more attractive to 
potential buyers than the smaller 
ones, especially when problems 
arise with their periodicity. In 
any case, you know better the 
existing problems, and I hope 
that today we can discuss them 
in all detail,” Prime Minister 
Pashinyan said.

It was reported that positive de-
velopments have been occurring 
recently in the field of winemak-
ing that helped boost the exports. 
In particular, instead of 7 million 
liters in 2016, wine production 
amounted to 9,700,000 liters in 
2017. At the same time, exports 
amounted to 2.7 million liters, 
about one million liters more 

than in 2016.
Speaking of the problems faced 

in the given field, the representa-
tives of winemaking companies 
raised issues related to the possi-
bilities for attracting new invest-
ments, the timing of the return 
of subsidized loans provided to 
economic entities, exports, tax 
administration, improvement of 
the legislative field, prevention 
of diseases in vineyards, the 
state program on the implemen-
tation of drip irrigation system, 
and effectiveness of Armenia’s 
Viticulture and Wine Fund 
(hereinafter the Fund).

Summing up, Prime Minister 
Pashinyan noted that the govern-
ment attaches great importance 
to the continued development 
of winemaking and is ready to 
periodically hold such meetings 
to identify the existing problems 

and search for solutions. As to 
development prospects, includ-
ing disease prevention, the Pre-
mier stressed the importance of 
using and realizing the scientific 
potential of the Armenian Na-
tional Agrarian University.

Nikol Pashinyan urged the 
representatives of winemaking 
entities to generate new ideas 
in the near future and submit 
them to the government for joint 
implementation. Touching on 
the Fund’s future activities, the 
Head of Government invited 
private sector representatives 
to hold a discussion in the near 
future in order to understand its 
effectiveness.

In conclusion, the Prime Min-
ister emphasized that the discus-
sion will result in an appropriate 
decision that will take account of 
all stakeholders’ positions.

Discussions on change of gas tariff continue:
Gazprom Armenia not in a hurry to present details

Discussions are being held 
at all directions in connec-
tion with the change of gas 
tariff supplied to Armenia, 
Vakhtang Mirumyan – deputy 
director general of the Gaz-
prom Armenia CJSC, told re-
porters after the session of the 
Public Services Regulatory 
Commission. He stated that 
as long as the discussions are 
not over, he cannot provide 
information about the change 
of the gas price and the subse-
quent developments.

“The press service of the 
Gazprom Armenia CJSC has 
issued a respective statement 
in regards to the gas tariff. 
There is no other information 
yet. Whether debt is accumu-
lated or not, how the finan-
cial-economic activity must 
be carried out, I cannot say 
anything at this moment, all 
issues are currently being dis-
cussed. Moreover, these dis-
cussions are being carried out 
at all directions, including in-
vestment, capital renovations 

programs, losses and etc. The 
goal is to avoid harming the 
company’s activity, as well as 
leading to undesirable conse-
quences”, he said.

Mirumyan informed that 
Gazprom Armenia CJSC is 
engaged in the discussions and 
is actively cooperating both 
with the Public Services Reg-
ulatory Commission and the 
authorized bodies of the ener-
gy field. As for the discussion 
timetables, he said two months 
are scheduled, but with the 

possibility to be extended.
Gazprom CJSC increased 

the gas price supplied to Ar-
menia from 150 USD to 165 
USD starting from January 
1, 2019. Following this Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan announced that 
the gas tariff for the domestic 
consumer will not increase, 
noting that the Armenian 
government will continue the 
talks with the Gazprom Ar-
menia CJSC to reach a final 
agreement.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

2 

4 February #4 (1225) w 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

Israel lifts ban on ‘suicide’ drone sales to Azerbaijan

Israel’s Defense Ministry has lifted its 
ban on exports to Azerbaijan of “kami-
kaze” drones that are manufactured by 
an Israeli company accused of hitting 
Armenian positions in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh with one of them in 2017.
According to Israeli media reports, 

the company, Aeronautics Defense 
Systems, was working on a poten-
tial $20 million deal with Baku when 
Azerbaijani officials asked its special-
ists to demonstrate its Orbiter 1K un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV) on Kara-
bakh Armenian soldiers in the summer 
of 2017.
The reports said two Aeronautics em-

ployees refused to carry out the attack 
before two higher-ranking executives 
eventually agreed to do it. They said 
the drone did not directly hit their tar-
gets but two soldiers were injured in 
the attack.
Aeronautics’ export license was sus-

pended after a complaint was filed 
with the Israeli Defense Ministry. Isra-
el’s Justice Ministry moved in August 
2018 to charge the company’s chief 
executive, deputy CEO, and other em-
ployees with violating an Israeli law 
on security export controls. The com-

pany denied any wrongdoing.
The Times of Israel newspaper re-

ported that the Defense Ministry re-
turned the export license on Monday, 
leading the company to inform the Tel 
Aviv Stock Exchange that the ban on 
Orbiter 1K sales to its “central custom-
er ‘A’” has been lifted. “The company 
can continue to supply the UAV to the 
aforementioned customer as soon as 
possible,” Aeronautics said in a state-
ment.
The ministry’s decision came three 

weeks after Aeronautics was pur-
chased by another, state-owned Israe-
li defense company, Rafael, in a $231 
million deal.
The Azerbaijani army heavily used 

similar suicide drones manufactured 
by another Israeli company during the 
April 2016 hostilities in Karabakh. 
Baku had bought the Harop drones 
as part of multimillion-dollar defense 
contracts signed with Israeli arms 
manufacturers.
In 2012, Israeli defense officials con-

firmed a reported deal to provide the 
Azerbaijani military with more weap-
ons worth a combined $1.6 billion. 
Those included, among other things, 

sophisticated anti-tank rockets which 
were also used by Azerbaijani forces 
in April 2016.
Armenia has long expressed con-

cern at the Israeli-Azerbaijani arms 
deals, saying that they undermine in-
ternational efforts to end the Karabakh 
conflict. A senior Armenian military 
official hailed in September 2017 the 
freeze of Orbiter 1K sales to Baku.
Commenting on the lifting of the Is-

raeli ban on February 5, an Armenian 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman said: 
“We will raise this issue both in our 
bilateral meetings [with Israeli offi-
cials] and on multilateral platforms … 
We will keep telling our international 
partners that an arms race is extremely 
dangerous for our region.”
The “suicide” drone scandal was ex-

posed by the Israeli press more than 
two weeks after Israel’s Minister of 
Regional Cooperation Tzachi Hanegbi 
visited Yerevan in an apparent bid to 
improve his country’s frosty relation-
ship with Armenia. Then Armenian 
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian 
visited Israel and met with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu in Novem-
ber 2017.
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He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
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ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.
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only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
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have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.
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Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1
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Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
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not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.
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lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.
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opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
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Words should be followed actions: 
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Political component of Armenia-Iran relations
at high level – Ambassador Tumanyan’s interview

(Yerevan- Armenpress) The favorable 
conditions created for Armenia thanks 
to the free trade agreement between 
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
and Iran will be effectively served for 
ensuring the growth of trade volumes, 
Armenia’s Ambassador to Iran Artash-
es Tumanyan said in an interview to 
Armenpress, talking about the Arme-
nian-Iranian relations, as well as the 
upcoming visit of Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan to Iran.

-Mr. Tumanyan, PM Nikol Pash-
inyan plans to visit Iran in late Feb-
ruary. What kind of meetings and 
agenda of issues are scheduled?
-Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan will depart for Tehran on 
February 27 at the invitation of Pres-
ident of Iran Hassan Rouhani. This is 
Pashinyan’s first visit to Iran. The orga-
nizational issues of the visit are being 
discussed at the moment. The agenda 
of meetings will cover a broad range of 
bilateral issues. During the talks the of-
ficials will touch upon the regional se-
curity and bilateral cooperation affairs.

-This year marks the 28th anni-
versary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic ties with Iran. How would 
you assess the current level of Arme-
nia-Iran relations?
-From the time of their formation to 

this day Armenia and Iran had friend-
ly and partnering relations. However, 
not all opportunities of both sides have 
been utilized.

-What achievements will you iden-
tify in the Armenian-Iranian diplo-
matic relations in the recent period?
-The main achievement is the high 

level of political component of the bi-
lateral relations. The sides have always 
managed to avoid lined problems. But 
as for the recent period, we can men-
tion the facts of distribution of various 
information about Armenia among the 
Iranian circles, mutual awareness rais-
ing. Many Iranian businessmen visited 
Armenia to discuss the opportunities 
of conducting an economic activity.

-Iran remains one of Armenia’s key 
partners. What prospects do you see 
for expanding the economic cooper-
ation between the two countries?
-Iran is really one of the key partners 

of Armenia, and the development of 
the relations derives from Armenia’s 
interests. Of course, Armenia also has 
an important place in Iran’s foreign 
policy agenda.
The level of bilateral economic re-

lations is far from being enough, and 
both sides need to take serious actions 
in this regard. I would like to inform 
that the Armenia-Iran trade turnover 
has never crossed 300 million USD 
(also given the gas-electricity ex-
change), and the import volumes of 
goods from Armenia to Iran have al-
ways been quite small.
Currently the possibilities to serve ef-

fectively the favorable conditions cre-
ated for Armenia thanks to the EAEU-
Iran free trade deal for ensuring bilateral 
trade growth are being discussed. I want 
to state that serious obstacles emerged 
here due to the US sanctions, but in or-
der to overcome them certain mecha-
nisms will be needed.

-There is quite activeness in tour-
ism sector in the recent years. What 
development prospects do you see 
on this direction?

-Before the US sanctions and the un-
favorable financial-economic develop-
ments in Iran, the number of Iranian 
tourists visiting Armenia was constant-
ly increasing. But now, due to the cur-
rent situation in Iran, their number is 
decreasing. It’s understandable that 
under the current circumstances some 
changes will be needed in the works 
of this field, at least for preventing the 
further negative developments.

-Mr. Ambassador, the Armenian 
community plays an important role 
for strengthening and developing the 
Armenian-Iranian relations. What 
are the main activities of Armenians 
in Iran? In which sectors they are 
represented and what are the agen-
da issues relating to the community?
-The Armenian community of Iran 

has passed a great path and enjoys a 
great respect for the great contribution 
in Iran’s life. The community members 
are represented in different sectors-sci-
ence, education, culture, economy and 
etc. According to Iran’s Constitution, 
Armenians have a status of a religious 
minority which allows to have two 
MPs in the Iranian Parliament.
The community structures constantly 

carry out great works for the preserva-
tion of the Armenian identity and cul-
tural values.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

Being President is a Job and a Mission at the same Time. 
Armen Sarkissian’s interview to “SOCIETY” Magazine

President Armen Sarkissian 
gave an interview to the Austrian 
SOCIETY Magazine.

You are President of the Repub-
lic of Armenia since April 2018, 
could you tell me a bit about your 
country?

Armenia has always had a 
dynamic, turbulent and histo-
ry-charged past, especially con-
cerning culture, art and music but 
unfortunately also in respect to 
tragedies. More than 1700 years 
ago, the Armenians were the first 
worldwide to become Chris-
tians. In 11th century Armenian 
Bagratid lost their Kingdom in 
Armenia. Later, the country lost 
the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, 
the main bastion of the crusaders. 
Despite this loss, Armenians were 
always well-organized and a very 
active nation and the strength and 
emotions were led by the church 
and communities surrounding it. 
At the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, Armenia faced the tragedy of 
the holocaust that was due to the 
genocide of Armenians by the Ot-
toman Empire, where millions of 
compatriots lost their lives. Every 
family has a story relating to that 
tragic event. The family of my 
grandmother lost her first child be-
cause of the genocide. This tragic 
occurrence created a big wave of 
Armenian diaspora in the world, 
from the United States to Australia 
or France. Since then, we gained 
our independence 100 years ago, 
but only briefly after the first Re-
public of Armenia was proclaimed 
in 1918, it became a part of the So-
viet Union. Following the end of 
the affiliation, problems blew up 
especially in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and elsewhere. We hope to resolve 
that in the 21st Century.

Before being President of the 
Republic of Armenia, you already 
served as a diplomat to Great Brit-
ain, so you know diplomacy in all 
its glory?

Diplomacy is a craft and I was 
lucky enough to meet those who 
are the great arts men of it. You 
could say that I had several lives 
so far. The first one was marked by 
my passion for theoretical physics 

and relativistic astrophysics. Lat-
er I became a diplomat, serving 
in many countries, even in seven 
countries simultaneously, and then 
as a senior Ambassador to Eu-
rope in London. My third career 
was my advisory activity for big 
companies like British Petroleum, 
helping them to make business in 
Eurasia. I also had offices in Vien-
na, as a non-executive advisor for 
a high-tech company. We created 
games, mostly presented in China 
and Korea. Being President is a 
job and a mission at the same time 
because it is on the one hand my 
duty as the President of Armenia, 
but on the other hand I also really 
enjoy doing it.

What are your main goals as 
President of the Republic of Ar-
menia?

The most important points are to 
resolve the conflicts and to devel-
op Armenia in general. Our nation 
has a big chance in the 21st centu-
ry. Our strength is not natural re-
sources but human resources. We 
are a small state but a global na-
tion, there are as many Armenians 
living in Russia as there are living 
in Armenia itself, for example. In 
the 21st century, this is an advan-
tage because the globe is getting 
smaller and life is getting faster. 
The biggest companies in the 
world are not the oil or gas compa-
nies but rather IT companies like 
Apple and Google. Armenia has a 
chance of being part of a so-called 
virtual silk road – a trade route of 
technologies and communica-
tions. This silk road already exists 
as the global network of people 

connected to each other virtually 
and this is the field where you can 
expand your influence today. It 
can become the century of Arme-
nia, if we are using our advantage 
of being a global and highly edu-
cated nation, that is very well in-
tegrated in many societies. In ad-
dition, we are the only country of 
our region that has strong relations 
both with the European Union and 
the Eurasian Economic Union.

In a Parliamentary Republic, 
the President is not the executive 
leader of the country but he func-
tions as the head of the country, 
showing the way, the vision or 
the strategy for the nation. Only 
a concept with a specific plan can 
work in harmony with the tenden-
cies of this world. A President has 
to recognize what the strengths 
and weaknesses are and find the 
country’s place in the world. The 
world is getting smaller and more 
interconnected and therefore, the 
national interest of Armenia lies 
beyond its borders.

Who are your main partners 
worldwide? 

Historically we have a good re-
lationship with Russia. Former-
ly, a part of Armenia was part of 
the Russian Empire and we were 
supported by Russia in difficult 
times. We have also very good 
connections to our neighbors Iran 
and Georgia. In general, Arme-
nia should continue having deep 
and good relations with Russia, 
deepen the ones with the Europe-
an Union and with China and it 
should definitely have very good 
relations with the United States 

and other nations.
Your country recently had a very 

big growth-rate – What is the rea-
son for it? 

There could have been several 
reasons: Either the government 
was doing well, the people were 
working hard, the international 
conditions were favorable or it 
was a combination of all of these 
factors, but I think we could have 
an even higher growth-rate. Ar-
menia has one of the best banking 
sections in the whole region and 
also the best IT section.

What do you have in mind for 
the relations between Austria and 
Armenia? 

I am ready to get engaged deeper 
in our relations. We highly appre-
ciate your stand in the recognition 
of the Armenian genocide and 
also the support of the idea that 
there is no other solution in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict as a 
political one. I am looking forward 
to my future discussions with the 
Austrian President, the Govern-
ment and the Prime Minister in 
order to promote and develop our 
relations, not only politically but 
culturally as well. Somehow, I am 
an Ambassador of Austrian cul-
ture as I have been visiting the lake 
Fuschl and Salzburg for 18 years 
now, has any other President ever 
done that?

Which was the last book that 
made a deep impression on you? 

I read a lot in general, but the 
book I currently engage with the 
most is the one I am writing on. It 
is about how politics work in the 
21st century and I name it “Quan-
tum Politics”. 

In your opinion, what matters 
most in life? 

There are some basic things that 
are important in life – time, for ex-
ample, is one of these. We all only 
have a certain amount of time on 
this planet and there are only a few 
things that are more precious than 
this time – like love for the people 
that are close to you or love for 
your country. You can sacrifice 
your time for love. So, if you don t́ 
love your job why would you be 
doing it?
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Ter-Petrosian also questioned in 2008 violence probe

Former President Levon Ter-Petrosian 
was questioned by an Armenian-law-en-
forcement body on February 7 as a wit-
ness in its ongoing investigation into the 
2008 post-election violence in Yerevan.

As his press secretary, Arman Musin-
yan, informed, the interrogation lasted 
for around 90 minutes. Musinyan gave 
no other details.

Ter-Petrosian, who served as Armenia’s 
first president from 1991-1998, was the 
main opposition candidate in a presiden-
tial held in February 2008. He staged 
nonstop street protests in Yerevan after 
rejecting as fraudulent official vote re-
sults that gave victory to Serzh Sarkisian, 
outgoing President Robert Kocharyan’s 
preferred successor.

Security forces broke up those protests 
on March 1, 2008. Eight protesters and 
two policemen died in street clashes that 
broke out in Yerevan on that day.

Citing the deadly violence, Kocharyan 
declared a state of emergency and or-
dered Armenian army units into the capi-
tal. He accused Ter-Petrosian of attempt-
ing to forcibly seize power. Dozens of 
Ter-Petrosian allies, including Armenia’s 

current Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, 
were subsequently jailed on charges of 
organizing “mass disturbances” which 
they strongly denied.

Ter-Petrosian rejected the official ver-
sion of events, saying that Kocharyan 
resorted to lethal force to enforce the of-
ficial results of a rigged election.

The Special Investigative Service (SIS) 

blamed the Ter-Petrosian-led opposition 
for the violence until last spring’s “velvet 
revolution” which brought Pashinyan to 
power. It now says that Kocharyan ille-
gally used army units against the protest-
ers.

Kocharyan, who denies the accusations 
as politically motivated, was arrested in 
December.

Russia comments on current situation over appointment
of CSTO Secretary General

The current uncertainty over 
the issue of the appointment of 
the CSTO Secretary General 
is painful for the organization, 
but it will not affect the CSTO 
effectiveness and efficiency, 
Russian deputy foreign minis-
ter Alexander Pankin told RIA 
Novosti.

On November 2 Armenia’s 
Yuri Khachaturov was dis-
missed from the position of 
the CSTO Secretary Gener-
al after Armenia applied to 
the CSTO member states to 
launch the process of recalling 
him as criminal case was filed 
against Khachaturov over the 
2008 March 1 unrest in Yere-
van. CSTO Deputy Secretary 
General Valery Semerikov 
temporarily assumed the du-
ties of the CSTO Secretary 
General.

President of Belarus Alexan-

der Lukashenko on December 
21 signed a draft decision of 
the CSTO Collective Security 
Council on appointing Stan-
islav Zas, the State Secretary 
of Security Council of Belar-

us, as CSTO Secretary Gen-
eral following the working 
meeting with the latter. Ear-
lier Zas visited Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
Russia for the approval of his 

candidacy. Moreover, Arme-
nia said visit of Stanislav Zas 
to Yerevan is not planned. Zas 
said that he is ready to visit 
Armenia at any time comfort-
able for the Armenian leader-
ship. He expressed hope for 
reaching consensus on his ap-
pointment.

“The fact that after Armenia 
recalled the CSTO chief we 
still do not manage to appoint 
a new Secretary General is 
painful for the organization”, 
Pankin said, adding that the 
situation should be solved as 
soon as possible.

He ruled out the negative 
impact of the current situation 
on the CSTO efficiency. The 
Russian deputy FM said the 
CSTO is a key tool of main-
taining regional peace and 
stability, therefore it must op-
erate concretely.
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

2 

4 February #4 (1225) w 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
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President Sarkissian attends
AGBU 90th General Assembly in Paris

President of Armenia Armen 
Sarkissian attended the 90th 
General Assembly of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union 
(AGBU) in Paris, France, the 
Presidential Office told Noyan 

Tapan
The General Assembly was at-

tended by the delegates from dif-
ferent countries of the world.

The Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union (AGBU) is the world’s 

largest non-profit organization de-
voted to upholding the Armenian 
heritage through educational, cul-
tural and humanitarian programs. 
AGBU has played a significant 
role in upholding Armenian tradi-

tions and values by adapting to the 
needs of the worldwide communi-
ty and the demands of the times.

Armen Sarkissian is a member 
of the AGBU Central Board of 
Directors since 2016.

Sevan Startup Summit 2019 dates announced

The dates for Sevan Startup Summit are 
already announced. Tent camp business fo-
rum will be held from 28th of July to 4th of 
August..

Over 1000 entrepreneurs and business ex-
perts will gather at the shore of lake Sevan, 
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non-formal environment for the main stake-
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days of the Summit the participants get a 
chance to take part in various workshops 
and discussions with influential and suc-
cessful founders and business people. This 
year also the founders of successful startups 
will be invited to Armenia in order to share 
their experience and success stories with 

young entrepreneurs. It’s expected to host 
over 100 business experts and mentors.

The prize fund of Sevan Startup Sum-
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pitching sessions. Over 10 venture funds 
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tional acceleration programs will attend the 
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ed startup events not only in Armenia, but 
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besides the prize fund, also the guaranteed 
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by Seaside Startup Holdings”.

For the first time the Summit was held in 
2016 in Armenia and by now over 2000 
entrepreneurs and startup founders took 
part in the Summit. The prize fund exceeds 
$150,000 and the investments of over 
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
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cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
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noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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have not given me a vote. They have their 
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stated.
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Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
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Armenian-German relations.
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opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
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Republic of Armenia said.
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day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
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content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
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highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
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eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 
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Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
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City Spa, one of the founders of Aes-
thetic medicine in Armenia, that was es-
tablished 14 years ago, is still following 
the main principles that were implemented 
since the launch: to use only clinically and 
scientifically approved, highly effective 
and safe with FDA approval products and 
equipments imported mainly from UK 
and Europe.

Depilation: Last year City Spa launched 
a very safe, painless and fast acting new 
machine for permanent hair removal. It 
is the “Primelase” produced by Cocoon 
Medical. The machine has an innovative 

method (dynamic mode) which allows to 
treat very large areas of the body within 
few minutes.

Localized fat removal: In Armenia 
the first cryolipolysis method was imple-
mented by City Spa in 2016. Cooltech is 
an innovative machine that acts as a none 
surgical lyposaction, with a new method 
of cryolipolysis for permanent localized 
fat removal and body reconturing.  It is 
safe, painless and very effective. City Spa 
is equipped also with the Wellashape ma-
chine for anti-cellulite treatment. 

Anti aging Facial treat-
ments and Care: City 
Spa offers the latest sci-
entifically approved anti 
aging treatments and prod-
ucts for care. The doctors 
are regularly improving 
their qualifications in 
London and Paris, bring-
ing the new inventions to 
Armenia.  The products 
used in City Spa are only 

international leading brands such as ZO 
Skin health (Beverly Hills US), GLO ther-
apeutics (ColoradoUS). Skin Ceuticals 
(US) etc. 

And that’s not the all: pedicure, man-
icure and massage will make your day.

You are welcome to City Spa. The aes-
thetic doctor’s consultations and skin di-
agnostics with Skin Scanner is fee. The 
atmosphere in City spa is full of love and 
peace. The pricing strategy is very flexible 
and discounts for good long term clients 
are available during whole year as well as 
different Gift Cards.

The address: 
Baghramyan 

1st DL, 2-nd building,
2-nd floor. 

Phone: +374 60 536 536

E-mail: 
spa.city@yahoo.com

Website:  
www.cityspa.am
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator News: Strengthening the 
Homeland’s Borders and Discovering/Supporting Young Talents…
The second stage of street illumi-
nation program in borderland 
Dovegh community completed

The village of Dovegh in Tavush region has 
a 15 km long international border on the east. 
Despite the need for a full outdoor illumina-
tion system this borderland village has been 
compelled to get along with only temporary 
solutions of the problem for years. The prob-
lem has been partially solved owing to sup-
port that came from varying sources, which 
in the long-run, however, could not keep the 
village from the necessity of spending addi-
tional funds on replacing the frequently dam-
aged bulbs.

FPWC and VivaCell-MTS undertook the 
solution of this problem in 2017, and installed 
a brand new energy saving outdoor lighting 
infrastructure in two stages.

In the frame of the implemented program, 
the partner organizations, which prioritize 
community development, 131 LED lights 
have been installed encompassing around 
4800 m long area, which includes almost all 
the village area.

The opening ceremony was attended by 
VivaCell-MTS Founding General Manager 
Ralph C. Yirikian, FPWC senior engineer, 
program coordinator Martin Maralchyan, as 
well as the head and the residents of Noyem-
beryan community.

“There are settlements, where outdoor light-
ing program solves problems more important 
than the problem of providing minimum liv-
ing conditions. Borderland Dovegh is one of 
those villages. As a rule, we emphasize our 
willingness to ease the financial burden of 
the village communities and to help keep wild 
animals away from the populated areas in the 

nighttime, with this program. In borderland 
villages, though, we also help in safeguard-
ing against the adversary’s activities. People 
on the borderlands are the back we lean on. 
They should feel that we are there for them, 
too. People in this village do not need to feel 
alone facing their problems; they should al-
ways feel that they are in the focus of our at-
tention. This is the approach we are guided 
by,”  VivaCell-MTS Founding General Man-
ager Ralph C. Yirikian  said.

Environmentally friendly energy saving 
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burden of the communities owing to the sav-

ings.
As compared to other types of bulbs the 

LED bulbs are more efficient and have longer 
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«VivaStart»: unlocking one’s 
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in the jobs market
Yet another group of graduates 

gets program certificates
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future careers. “VivaStart” educational pro-
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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