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EU, Armenia explore closer ties

North Macedonia - EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell and Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan meet in Skopje, November
29, 2023.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan had a meeting
with EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Josep Borrell on the sidelines of the OSCE Ministerial
Council in Skopje.

Issues of expansion of the Armenia-EU partnership agenda
were discussed at the meeting. Ararat Mirzoyan and Josep Borrell
thoroughly reflected on the existing perspectives and efforts in
that direction, in favor of closer Armenia-EU rapprochement
and ensuring tangible results for the citizens.

Reference was made to the effective discussions held recently
in Yerevan and Brussels with the participation of representatives
of the EU and its member states, the readiness of the parties to
implement the ambitious Armenia-EU agenda was emphasized.

Blinken reaffirms United J§ Mirzoyan, Blinken discuss
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EU and Armenia look into
strengthening and deepening [ff defense cooperation plan
their partnership

In a follow-up to the meeting held in Granada in October; the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia and the High Represent-
ative of the EU Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs discussed
issues of security in the South Caucasus.

Ararat Mirzoyan emphasized the importance of diplomatic
efforts aimed at restraining any ambitions towards the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Armenia, implementing regional
inclusive programs and establishing lasting stability.

In this context, Minister Mirzoyan also presented the “Cross-
roads of Peace” program developed by the Armenian government.

Reference was made to the steps taken to address the needs
and rights of more than 100,000 people of Nagorno Karabakh,
including through the involvement of international partners.

Armenia, UK sign 2023-2024
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Blinken reaffirms United States’ ongoing support for Armenia’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pa-
shinyan has spoken by phone with U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

Secretary Blinken reaffirmed U.S. sup-
port for Armenia’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, the U.S. State Department
said in a readout of the November 27 call.

“Secretary of State Antony ]. Blinken
spoke today with Armenia’s Prime Minis-
ter, Nikol Pashinyan. They discussed U.S.
support for efforts to reach a durable and
dignified peace agreement between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan. The Secretary reaf-
firmed the United States’ ongoing support
for Armenia’s sovereignty and territorial

integrity, and outlined efforts to increase
bilateral cooperation with Armenia as we
work to support its vision for a prosper-
ous and democratic future,” the U.S. State
Department said.

Blinken also spoke by phone with
Azerbaijani President [1Tham Aliyev on
the same day.

In a readout of the call with Aliyev, the
State Department said that Blinken noted
“recent points of concern” in the U.S.-Azeri
relations.

“The Secretary welcomed President Al-
iyev’s commitment to conclude a durable

and dignified peace agreement between
Azerbaijan and Armenia. The Secre-
tary recognized the suffering that this
long-standing conflict has caused Azer-
baijanis and Armenians alike and under-
scored the benefits that peace would bring
to everyone in the region. The Secretary
discussed our enduring relations with
Azerbaijan, noted recent points of concern
in the relationship and also spoke about
opportunities to strengthen cooperation,
especially around the peace process, and
the importance of high-level engagement,’
the State Department said.

First session of the Armenia-UN Joint Steering Committee held in the

The Government of the Republic of
Armenia and the UN Office in Armenia
have officially announced the commence-
ment of the Joint Steering Committee. This
committee serves as a key pillar in the
implementation of the 2021-2025 UN
Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework for Armenia.

During the session, the Joint Steering
Committee discussed the Republic of Ar-
menia’s progress in implementing the UN
Sustainable Development Goals and ad-
dressed challenges, including the massive
influx of forcibly displaced refugees from
Nagorno-Karabakh, Grigoryan'’s Office said
in a statement.

The Committee emphasized the im-
portance of comprehensively addressing
the humanitarian and development needs
of refugees, ensuring their sustainable
development.

Additionally, the committee stressed
the need to outline further measures for

Government

the implementation of the UN SDGs, con-
sidering the current socio-economic, hu-
manitarian, and security situation in the
country.”

According to the source, Armenian
Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan
said in the opening speech: ‘Armenia,
committed to the implementation of the
2030 agenda, continues to make efforts
towards achieving the goals of sustain-
able development. A vivid proof of that
commitment is the ambitious agenda of
reforms implemented by the Government,
which is based on a people-centered, in-
clusive approach and the protection of
human rights.

On the path of sustainable develop-
ment and strengthening of democracy, the
United Nations Organization has been and
remains one of our most important part-
ners, which has always been a supporter
of socio-economic progress in Armenia,
the introduction of a good governance

system, and a number of other activities.”

It is noted that during the inaugural
session, Acting UN Resident Coordinator in
Armenia Nanna Skau stated: “The launch
of the Joint Steering Committee is of great
importance for the existing partnership
between the Republic of Armenia and the
United Nations.

In the conditions of open dialogue,
the Armenian government and the Unit-
ed Nations share a common vision for the
development of the country. It is through
this dialogue that we aim to empower peo-
ple, build capacity, and create an enabling
environment.”

It was emphasized that with a com-
mitment to cooperation, inclusiveness
and accountability, the meetings of the
Steering Committee will be held at least
once a year, strengthening the basis of a
stable and developing partnership be-
tween the Government of Armenia and
the United Nations.

Armenian Prime Minister and South Korean President discuss

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pa-
shinyan has spoken by phone with South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol.

According to a readout issued by the
Prime Minister’s Office, the two leaders
“were pleased to highlight the recent

bilateral agenda

intensification observed in bilateral re-
lations, as a result of which an agreement
has been reached on opening embas-
sies in the two capitals on the basis of
reciprocity.”

A number of issues of bilateral interest

were also discussed.

PM Pashinyan and President Yoon Suk
Yeol expressed readiness to contribute
to the development of bilateral relations

between Armenia and South Korea.
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EU and Armenia look into strengthening and deepening their
partnership

From 27-29 November, a del-
egation of the European External
Action Service and the European
Commission visited Armenia to ex-
plore possibilities to deepen and
strengthen EU-Armenia relations
in all dimensions including under
the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement.

The EU and Armenia are com-
mitted to building a partnership
delivering tangible benefits to the
citizens. The participants discussed
ways to further strengthen cooperation
and delivery of reforms inter alia in the
areas of energy, transport, digital, re-
search & innovation, including through
investments. They exchanged on how to
best leverage investments to address the
immediate needs and enable integration
of displaced Karabakh Armenians, as well
as to strengthen Armenia’s economic and
social resilience in the longer term.

Both the EU and Armenian side ex-
pressed an interest to continue the co-
operation on justice and police reform;
to strengthen collaboration on migration
and mobility; and to explore options to
possibly launch a visa liberalization di-
alogue with Armenia. It was also agreed
to explore areas to strengthen coopera-
tion between the EU’s Border and Coast

Guard Agency (Frontex) and Armenia. The
meetings further confirmed the mutual
interest of Armenia and the EU to further
the dialogue and cooperation in the are-
as of security and defense. The EU will
for instance further explore non-lethal
support to the Armenian military via the
European Peace Facility.

At the occasion of the visit, the EU and
Armenia also inaugurated the EU-Arme-
nia Investment Coordination Platform.
This platform brings together the EU, the
government of Armenia and Internation-
al Financial Institutions, and it will help
further step up EU investments in Arme-
nia under the Economic and Investment
Plan, which has already mobilized close
to EUR 500 million in Armenia. Two new
projects were signed during this first

ever meeting of the Platform, aimed
at improving energy efficiency in kin-
dergartens in cooperation with the
European Investment Bank (EIB) and
providing support to Armenian SMEs
in cooperation with the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD).

The EU reiterated its continued
support to the normalization of rela-
tions between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan based on the principles of mutual
recognition of territorial integrity and
inviolability of borders based on the 1991
Almaty Declaration. Following the discus-
sions of the Foreign Affairs Council on 13
November, the EU will also reinforce the
EU Mission in Armenia.

Along the EEAS and the European
Commission, representatives of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment (EBRD), the European Investment
Bank (EIB) and Frontex joined the visit.

The delegation met with Deputy
Prime Minister Mr Mher Grigoryan, Dep-
uty Prime Minister Tigran Khachatryan,
Deputy Foreign Minister Mr Paruyr Hov-
hannisyan and with the relevant Deputy
Ministers. They also exchanged with the
civil society organizations and represent-
atives of the UN agencies present on the
ground.

Azerbaijan delays peace talks with Armenia for unclear reasons,
warns Armenian Speaker of Parliament

Azerbaijan has been delaying peace
talks with Armenia for unclear reasons,
Speaker of Parliament of Armenia Alen
Simonyan has said.

Speaking to reporters on November 28,
Simonyan said that Azerbaijan has been
avoiding a number of different formats
of the talks.

“I don’t understand why Azerbaijan
has been avoiding various formats. First,
they accused France, then they accused
Brussels, they rejected some format, and
then they rejected the Washington for-
mat. | honestly don’t understand what this

kind of delay would give Azerbaijan and
the region, when they are speaking about
peace on one hand, and on the other hand
they are avoiding the peace treaty that is
already very close to reality, if you will,”
Simonyan said.

Speaker Simonyan emphasized that
Armenia has already drawn its red lines,
such as Armenia’s territory of 29,800
square kilometers.

“The red line is drawn, that not a single
piece of Armenia’s sovereign territory will
be given up. They often speak about, for
example, the four villages, but we have

thirty-one villages that are either partially
or entirely under Azerbaijani occupation.
Now we must talk about the thirty-one
villages,” Simonyan said.
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Mirzoyan, Blinken discuss Armenia-Azerbaijan normalization

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mir-
zoyan had a meeting with US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on the sidelines of
the OSCE ministerial conference in Skopje.

Issues related to security and stability
in the South Caucasus were discussed.
Reference was made to the latest develop-
ments in the process of normalization of
relations between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan. Ararat Mirzoyan emphasized that de-
spite the non-constructive attitude shown
by Azerbaijan, the ethnic cleansing carried
out in Nagorno-Karabakh and the exist-
ing humanitarian problems, the Republic
of Armenia forwarded to Azerbaijan the
proposals regarding the draft peace treaty
in accordance with the well-known princi-
ples, and in case of the clear commitment

of the latter, it will be possible to agree on
make significant progress in this direction.

Reference was made to regional pro-
grams, in the context of which Minister
Mirzoyan referred to the “Crossroads of
Peace” project developed by the Armenian
government, emphasizing the advantages
expected as a result of its implementation.

During the meeting, the interlocutors
referred to the Armenian-American bilat-
eral agenda. Thoughts were exchanged
on existing cooperation on bilateral and
multilateral platforms and prospects for
its expansion.

US sees ‘real opportunity’ for Armenia and Azerbaijan to make peace

The US sees a real opportunity for
Azerbaijan and Armenia to make peace,
Assistant Secretary for European and Eur-
asian Affairs James O’Brien told report-
ers ahead of Secretary of State Antony
Blinken'’s travel to Brussels to attend NATO
Foreign Ministers meeting.

“We’re encouraged that the two sides
are speaking with one another directly
and with mediators. And with that, we
see a real opportunity for the entire region
to benefit,” the Assistant Secretary said.

“For example, if trade from Central
Asia is able to flow through Azerbaijan

and Armenia into Turkey, then it would
be a substantial boost for all the countries
on that trade route. And we’d welcome
the opportunity to be part of that,” the
diplomat noted.

“At the same time, if the decision
is made not to pursue that by peaceful
means, then we would have to use what-
ever tools we could to avoid having that
kind of trade route created. So we’ve been
very clear with the parties about what we
hope to see and about the consequences
of moving forward otherwise. So we’ll
look forward to seeing where the parties

come out. We know they’ve expressed an
interest in concluding a peace agreement
very soon, and we would love to see that
happen,” James O’Brien said.

Deputy Prime Minister emphasizes the EU’s support in overcoming
challenges caused by forced displacement of NK people

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Kha-
chatryan on November 28 met with the
members of the Joint Delegation of the
European External Action Service and the
European Commission Directorates-Gen-
eral for Neighborhood and Enlargement
Negotiations.

The head of the EU delegation in Ar-
menia, Ambassador Vassilis Maragos also
attended the meeting.

The Deputy Prime Minister under-
scored the significance of the delegation’s
visit amidst the current challenges and
then presented the participants of the
meeting in detail with the measures imple-
mented by the government aimed at ad-
dressing the primary needs of forcibly dis-
placed persons from Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Deputy Prime Minister emphasized
the importance of the support of the Euro-
pean Union in overcoming the challenges
due to the created situation, Deputy Prime
Minister’s Office said in a statement.
According to the source, during the
meeting, reference was made to the
implementation of the Armenia-EU

Comprehensive and Extended Partnership
Agreement, as well as the course of coop-
eration in a number of directions within
the framework of the EU Economic and
Investment Plan. The participants also
discussed opportunities for the develop-
ment of Armenia-EU trade and economic
relations.

It is mentioned that Deputy Prime
Minister Khachatryan reiterated the
government’s commitment to broaden
cooperation with the EU. He expressed
the government’s readiness to introduce
new directions essential for sustainable
economic development, enhance resil-
ience, and diversify the economy, thereby
enriching the bilateral agenda.
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Armenia, UK sign 2023-2024 defense cooperation plan

The 6th Armenian-British strategic
defense consultations were held in London
on November 28. The Armenian delega-
tion was headed by Levon Ayvazyan, head
of the Defense Policy and International
Cooperation Department of the Armenian
Ministry of Defense.

Varuzhan Nersesyan, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Armenia to the United King-
dom, was also present at the consultations.

Issues related to regional and interna-
tional security and bilateral cooperation
in the field of defense were discussed.
Levon Ayvazyan presented to his British

colleagues the security situation
around Armenia and the steps taken by

the Armenian side towards regional peace
and stability, including the “Crossroads of
Peace” project. The large-scale reforms
underway in the Armenian Armed Forces
were also presented.

The parties thoroughly discussed
the current course and development

prospects of bilateral military cooperation.
The sides noted the significant po-
tential for cooperation in a number
of new areas and the readiness to im-
plement the agreements reached.
As aresult of the consultations, the Head
of the Defense Policy and International
Cooperation Department of the Armenian
Ministry of Defense Levon Ayvazyan and
the Director of the UK Ministry of Defense
for Russia, Eastern Europe and Central
Asia Policy David Morgan signed the 2023-
2024 program of Armenian-British coop-
eration in the field of defense.

An agreement was reached to hold
the 7th defense strategic consultations
in Yerevan.

U.S. welcomes Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s reforms

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Eu-
ropean and Eurasian Affairs James O’Brien
has praised Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan’s courage for making clear
that he wants Armenia to move forward
in opening its borders and in opening its
relations with the West.

Speaking at an online press briefing,
O’Brien noted the encouraging reforms un-
dertaken by the Pashinyan Administration.

The U.S. official was asked to assess the
prospects of supporting Armenia through
the European Peace Facility mechanism
and whether it may enhance Armenia’s
cooperation with NATO.

“I'll leave any discussion of the Euro-
pean Peace Facility to my EU colleagues.
What I'd say is Prime Minister Pashinyan
has been very courageous, has made clear

that he wants Armenia to move forward
in opening its borders and in opening its
relations with the West, that it doesn’t
want Armenia to be wholly dependent on
Russia in the way that previous leaders
sought to have it be. And he’s undertaken
a number of reforms that are - should be
very encouraging for Armenian citizens
as they look to continue the sort of quick
economic growth that they’ve had over the

last year or two. And I think Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan has also been a bold voice
for a peace agreement with Azerbaijan as
a way of allowing Armenia to focus on its
economic development, to build out its
security relationships, and to expand trade
from Central Asia through to Tiirkiye, and
all of which is something we would very
much like to see. So any package that is
supportive of Armenia is something to be
welcomed; exactly how the EU chooses to
get there will be its business. But we are
committed to working with our European
partners and with the government in Ar-
menia to see that the people of Armenia
are able to benefit from the reform poli-
cies that the Pashinyan government has
undertaken,” O’Brien said.

Ambassador Mkrtchyan urges to realize Karabakh displaced
population’s right of repatriation

Tigran Mkrtchyan, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Armenia to Greece, on No-
vember 28 held a meeting with deputy
of the ruling “New Democracy” party of
Greece, chairperson of the Greek Par-
liament’s Standing Committee of Na-
tional Defense and Foreign Affairs Dora
Bakoyannis.

During the meeting, Ambassador
Mkrtchyan addressed the security issues
of the region, presenting Armenia’s efforts
aimed at establishing stable peace in the

region, including the “Crossroads of Peace”
initiative, the Armenian Embassy in Greece
informs on its Facebook page.

The ambassador emphasized the ur-
gency of preserving the Armenian Chris-
tian cultural heritage in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, as well as the need to implement
the right of return for forcibly displaced
Artsakh citizens under international
guarantees.

According to the source, the inter-
locutors emphasized the importance of
strengthening parliamentary ties in the

context of both bilateral and multilater-
al cooperation on inter-parliamentary
platforms.
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Armenia creates convenient environment for investments in energy
sector — Vice Speaker of Parliament

Armenia has been creating a con-
venient environment for investments in
the energy sector, which has led to an
increasing level of energy security and
independence of the country, Vice Speaker
of Parliament Hakob Arshakyan said at the
Armenia Energy Week 2023.

“The economically substantiated,
productive and responsible use of the re-
newable energy potential, development of
atomic energy for peaceful means, regional
integration of electrical energy system,
diversification of energy carrier supply
routes and types, introduction of energy
efficiency and energy saving actions and

digital energy transformation are the sus-

tainable guarantees for the development
of the electrical energy sector of Arme-
nia. All steps are aimed at this,” Arshak-
yan said, adding that sustainable energy
is an essential condition for economic

development.

“We can underscore that a convenient
environment is being created for invest-
ments in the energy sector, and as a result
the level of the country’s energy security
and energy independence is growing fur-
ther,” Arshakyan said.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan also
attended the event.

In his speech, the president attached
importance to the elimination of monopo-
lies in all branches of market economy He
said that steps have already been taken in
the energy sector.

World Bank ready to support Armenia in managing challenges caused
by forced displacement from Nagorno-Karabakh

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Khacha-
tryan on November 27 hosted World Bank
Regional Director for the South Caucasus
Rolande Pryce.

Welcoming the guests, Tigran Kha-
chatryan briefed Rolande Pryce on the
humanitarian situation resulting from the
forced displacement of more than 100,000
people from Nagorno-Karabakh, as well
as the measures implemented by the Gov-
ernment to overcome it, the Deputy Prime

Minister’s Office said.

According to the source, World Bank
Regional Director for the South Caucasus
assured that the World Bank is ready to
support Armenia in effective management
of the situation.

It is noted that during the meeting, the
interlocutors discussed a wide range of
issues related to bilateral cooperation, in-
cluding irrigation, drinking water, health-
care, and several other areas.

Armenian Prime Minister, ADB President discuss infrastructure

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has received Masatsugu Asakawa,
the President of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB).

The Prime Minister praised the
close cooperation between the Ar-
menian government and the ADB
and underscored that it contributes
to the development of infrastruc-
tures in Armenia, the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office said in a readout. Prime
Minister Pashinyan added that the
Armenian government is interested
in the implementation of new projects

development projects

and emphasized that the development of

infrastructures is a priority for the
Armenian government.

| ADB President Masatsugu Asaka-
~ wa noted the productive partnership
with Armenia and said that the ADB
is ready to expand the joint projects.
In this context, the current programs
and possibilities of implementing
new programs in school building
within the framework of improving
seismic safety project, road construc-
tion, development of healthcare in-
frastructures and other directions
were discussed.
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I am impressed to see high growth rates in 2023 in Armenia — ADB

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) forecasts 2,6% average an-
nual inflation for 2023 in Armenia,
which is quite low compared to 2022
when inflation reached 8.6%, Masat-
sugu Asakawa, the President of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), said
in an interview with Armenpress.

In terms of Armenia’s econom-
ic indicators, one of the key factors
contributing to this success is the
implementation of structural re-
forms, Masatsugu Asakawa said. The ADB
President arrived to Armenia on a two-day
visit on November 27.

First of all, I would like to ask You
to present the purpose of Your visit
to Armenia, what meetings and new
agreements are expected?

Our visit to Armenia is multifaceted
and has a comprehensive agenda. We aim
to strengthen our collaboration and sup-
port for ongoing projects in the country,
explore new partnership opportunities,
and meet high-level officials.

During our visit, we have had the priv-
ilege to meet esteemed leaders, including
the Prime Minister and the President of
Armenia. One of the most significant high-
lights is the loan signing for the Yerevan
Urban Development Investment Project,
or YUDIP, which will construct a 1.8 km
road and bridge over the Hrazdan River.
This will greatly improve connectivity,
reduce traffic congestion, and enhance
green spaces for people living in Yerevan.

YUDIP is aligned with Armenia’s cli-
mate goals and the Paris Agreement, and
we're excited about the prospects for this
and other ongoing ADB projects to im-
prove connectivity, boost productivity,
and ultimately reduce poverty. We look
forward to working together to ensure
smooth implementation.

What programs is the Asian

President

Development Bank currently imple-

menting in Armenia and how much fi-
nancial support has it provided to the
government and the country?

Since Armenia joined the ADB in 2005,
the bank has supported the country to
diversify its economy and increase op-
portunities for all Armenians to benefit
from economic growth.

Since the beginning of our partnership,
ADB has provided financial assistance
worth more than $1.8 billion, supporting
government priorities in the transport,
energy, water, and urban infrastructure
sectors.

ADB is currently implementing six pro-
jects with the government totaling $525
million in transport and urban infrastruc-
ture development. These initiatives are
helping land-locked Armenia improve its
regional and international connectivity to
boost growth and development. Under the
new country partnership strategy, ADB
will continue supporting Armenia’s re-
gional cooperation and integration.

Our private sector portfolio comprises
six projects totaling more than $230 mil-
lion in the energy, finance, and agriculture
sectors. Going forward, ADB will continue
to expand its private sector operations and
maximize the synergies between sovereign
and private sector operations.

What are the forecasts of the Asian

, Development Bank for the econom-
ic growth and inflation of Armenia
for 2023, how does the Bank assess
the economic situation in Armenia
in general? What factors greatly
influenced that prediction? What
are the predictions for 2024?

I commend the government
y for achieving impressive economic
| growth in 2022, despite facing various
global and regional challenges. [ am
also impressed to see high growth
rates in 2023. Our latest forecast for this
year’s growth is 7%, which I believe is in
line with the government’s target.

In terms of average annual inflation,
our forecast for this year is 2.6%, which
is quite low compared to 2022 when in-
flation reached 8.6%. This reduction is
partly due to proactive monetary policy
being implemented by the Central Bank
of Armenia.

One of the key factors contributing
to this success is the implementation of
structural reforms. The government has
an ambitious reform agenda in several
areas, including public administration,
governance, anti-corruption, public finan-
cial management, tax administration, and
digitalization.

Private sector development and do-
mestic resource mobilization are also
critical for economic growth and job cre-
ation. [ am happy to note that the govern-
ment continues to prioritize investments
in infrastructure development - which
is crucial for sustaining growth over the
long term and ensuring that this growth
is more inclusive.

As ADB and the Government of Ar-
menia are working together on the new
Country Partnership Strategy for the
country, how will the new CPS support
the government’s de-

velopment priorities? o Dage 8
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We are committed to
page 7 =@ supporting Armenia in
achieving its long-term development
goals. We aim to help Armenia build an
export-driven, knowledge-based, and in-
clusive economy.

We are currently finalizing our new
Country Partnership Strategy (CPS) for
2024-2028, which we plan to submit
to ADB’s Board of Directors in January
2024. The CPS is in line with Armenia’s
long-term strategy and the government’s
program for 2021-2026.

Through the CPS, we aim to help Arme-
nia strengthen private sector-led growth
with the ultimate goals of reducing pov-
erty and inequalities and improving con-
nectivity and productivity. These will be
achieved by creating job opportunities,
improving governance, and enhancing
the effectiveness of reforms. ADB will
continue supporting the government’s

efforts to promote gender equality and

gender-inclusive growth by improving
the enabling environment and capacity
of women. We also aim to help improve
the quality of education and healthcare,
and address climate and disaster risks.

What new projects is the Asian De-
velopment Bank preparing to imple-
ment in Armenia, in which areas, and
at what cost?

ADB recently approved an additional
financing of $72.3 million for the Seismic
Safety Improvement Program which sup-
ports the seismic safety and resilience of
46 schools in Armenia. The program is
crucial to the country’s School Strengthen-
ing and Renovation Program and National
Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction. This
support is testament to the government’s
and ADB’s commitment to securing a safe
and resilient future for Armenia’s children.

As Asia and the Pacific’s climate bank,
we are also helping Armenia mitigate and

adapt to climate change. Today, | joined

senior government members at the launch
event of a new ADB report that explores
opportunities for Armenia to incorporate
climate adaptation into its fiscal planning.
We’re also preparing a proposal to help
improve food security for vulnerable
communities by providing them with cli-
mate-sensitive energy solutions which
will help to reduce their dependence on
the national grid. Through technical assis-
tance, we are helping Armenia build the
institutional knowledge needed to meet
its Nationally Determined Contributions
under the Paris Agreement.

ADB actively collaborates with coun-
terparts in Armenia to invest in sustain-
able infrastructure, advance the digital
agenda, address fiscal needs, and foster
private sector partnerships. This un-
derscores the potential for remarkable
growth in this nation and the promise of

our partnership.

First Armenian indigenous satellite already in orbit

The first Armenian indigenous sat-
ellite - Hayasat 1 - developed by Ba-
zoomg space research lab jointly with
CSIE - Center for Scientific Innovation and
Education, has detached from the SpaceX
Falcon-9 rocket and has entered orbit.

“Next the satellite will deploy its anten-
nas and we will establish contact with it.

At this moment the satellite is charging its

batteries through solar panels,” Bazoomq

Co-founder, board member & CTO Hayk
Martirosyan told Armenpress.

The satellite will then start to send
status updates.

The ground station can already receive
data from the satellite.

The SpaceX Falcon-9 rocket carrying
Hayasat-1 took off into orbit on Decem-
ber 1.

Armenia, UAE sign Memorandum of Understanding “On
Cooperation in the Field of Cybersecurity”

Within the framework of the COP28
- the 28th meeting of the Conference of
the Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) on December 1, the Ministry
of High-Tech Industry of the Republic
of Armenia and the UAE Cyber Security
Council signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing “On Cooperation in the Field of

Cybersecurity”.

According to the Ministry of High-Tech
Industry of the Republic of Armenia, the
memorandum has been ratified by First
Deputy Minister of Armenia’s High-Tech
Industry Gevorg Mantashyan and Head of
the Cyber Security Council of the United
Arab Emirates Government Mohammed
Al Kuwaiti.

—

ARMENIA-UAE MOU SIGNING CEREMONY
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Science and Business Days 2023 Kicks off in Yerevan

The Science and Business
Days 2023 conference has
brought together entrepre-
neurs, scientists, analysts
and businessmen in Yerevan
to identify the ways that sci-
ence and business can jointly
contribute to the develop-
ment of a knowledge-based,
rapidly growing economy.  §

Minister of Economy Va- |
han Kerobyan opened the
forum on December 1.

Essayist, mathematical
statistician, former option trader and risk
analyst Nassim Taleb is the keynote speak-
er of the forum.

Nobel Prize laureate, molecular biol-
ogist and neuroscientist Ardem Patapou-
tian, who was the 2022 keynote speaker,
greeted the participants of this year’s
event via videocall.

The Minister of Education, Science,

Culture and Sport Zhanna Andreasyan also

attended the opening ceremony.

In her speech, Andreasyan highlighted
that the government has increased science
funding over 150% in the recent years,
and the results are already visible.

“We live in difficult times. Difficult
times are times of the mind, and the mind
can be developed only if we make steady
efforts in the direction of developing sci-

ence. This is among our government’s

priorities. In the past years we
increased science funding over
150% and this has already giv-
en results,” Andreasyan said.

Economy Minister Vahan
Kerobyan recalled that the
Armenian government has
recently approved a support
program for production of
economically complex prod-
ucts. In the event of invest-

RERON

ments, the Armenian govern-
ment is ready to return up to
35% of the investments to the
companies in the form of cashbacks and
tax privileges.

The economic policy is aimed at se-
curing economic growth based on invest-
ments and increase of productivity.

Physicist, author, and entrepreneur
César Hidalgo, whose research includes
the introduction of methods to measure
Economic Complexity and Relatedness,
also participates in the forum.

Amazon willing to develop cooperation with Armenia

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Franco Spiciarelli, head of public
policy for regional countries of the Ama-
zon Web Services.

The Prime Minister highlighted the
importance of the cooperation with the
Amazon company and noted that the de-
velopment of the technological sector is
of primary importance for the Armeni-
an government. Nikol Pashinyan added
that interaction and active dialogue with

Amazon will contribute to the implemen-
tation of joint projects.

Franco Spiciarelli emphasized the
readiness to develop cooperation with
Armenia and added that they are in active
discussions with the Ministry of High-tech
Industry.

In particular, during the meeting, ref-
erence was made to the implementation
of programs in the field of digitization
and the future joint works planned in this

direction.

i
2

Al Supercomputing Center to be established in Armenia

Al Supercomputing Center will be es-
tablished in Armenia, Deputy Speaker of
Parliament Hakob Arshakyan informs.

The total budget for the project is
around $8,5M. Based on the latest tech-
nologies, it will be the first in the region,
the Deputy Speaker says.

According to him, the program is the
implementation of the priority recorded
during the meeting of the PM Nikol Pash-
inyan and the Founder and CEO of NVIDIA
Jensen Huang that took place months ago
in Yerevan.

“As the Deputy Speaker of the National

Assembly, [ proposed to adopt the pro-
gram of the Artificial Intelligence Super-
computing Center in the 2024 budget,
which has been approved by the Govern-
ment, and will soon be discussed in the
National Assembly,” Arshakyan said in a
Facebook post.
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UN yet to meet its obligations vis-a-vis the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh, Armenian Ambassador says

The United Nations, its respective
bodies and structures have yet to meet
their obligations vis-a-vis the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Mher Margaryan
said at the Side Event to the 75th Anniver-
sary of the Genocide Convention, entitled
“The Role of Religious Communities in Up-
holding and Implementing the Genocide.”

“The International Day of Commemo-
ration and Dignity of the Victims of Geno-
cide and of the Prevention of this Crime,
which was established upon Armenia’s
initiative, has evolved into a platform of
dialogue and cooperation to foster preven-
tion of atrocity crimes,” Mher Margaryan
said.

“The United Nations Office on Geno-
cide Prevention and the Responsibility to
Protect has a key role to play in advanc-
ing international efforts and prevention
mechanisms through effective monitoring
of grave human rights violations and as-
sessing the risks of potential atrocities,”
he added.

The Ambassador stressed that it is
imperative to reflect and address the sit-
uations when violations are committed
by perpetrators that are members of the
United Nations.

“Just recently, on 19 September, large-
scale offensive against Nagorno-Karabakh
took lives of hundreds of people, includ-
ing children, and resulted in mass forced
displacement of the entire population.
It was preceded by humanitarian crisis
that the people of Nagorno-Karabakh had
been undergoing since the blockade of
the Lachin Corridor in December 2022,
an action that has been identified by the
first Prosecutor of International Criminal
Court Luis Moreno Ocampo as “the arche-
type of genocide through the imposition of
conditions of life designed to bring about
a group’s destruction”” Mher Margaryan
noted.

“The premeditated and well-planned
aggression against a population un-
der blockade, which drove the entire

population into forced displacement, is
an explicit case of an ethnic cleansing, per-
petrated under the UN’s watch. The entire
ethnic Armenian population were driven
out of their ancestral land, leaving behind
their homes, their schools, their churches,
their places of worship, the graveyards of
their loved ones, thousands of monuments
and artefacts of the vast Armenian cultural
and religious heritage,” he said.

“We appreciate that on 22 Septem-
ber 2023 the Special Advisor of the UN
Secretary-General on the Prevention of
Genocide issued a statement stressing
that “Military action can only contribute to
escalate what is already a tense situation
and to put the civilian population in the
area at risk of violence, including risk of
genocide and related atrocity crimes”” the
Ambassador said.

“The international community can no
longer look the other way when faced with
the clearly detectable signs of genocide,
when grave and systematic human rights
violations are routinely perpetrated. The
United Nations, its respective bodies and
structures have yet to meet their obliga-
tions vis-a-vis the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh,” Mher Margaryan concluded.

UN Special Rapporteur expresses concern over destruction and
appropriation of Armenian historic and religious sites by Azerbaijan

In the communication
addressed to Azerbaijan,
the UN Special Rapporteur
on cultural rights Alexandra
Xanthaki has expressed con- i
cern on “ongoing pattern of
destruction and appropria-
tion of Armenian historical-
ly, culturally and religiously
significant sites and objects |
of religious, historical and
cultural importance.

She expressed particular
concern over the “allegations that the com-
bined attacks to people, monuments and
symbols, the falsification of the historical
narrative and erasure of place names and

the negative discourses about Armenians
may amount to cultural cleansing and will
have a profound negative impact on the
possibilities to restore lasting peace in

the region.”

UN Special Rapporteur un-
derlined that “the International
Court of Justice, the European
Parliament and the Council of
Europe have allexpressed
concerns about a developing nar-
rative in Azerbaijan promoting
a ‘Caucasian Albanian’ heritage
to replace ‘Armenian’ cultur-
al heritage and the revisionist
tendency negating Armenian
cultural heritage and presence.
“The vast majority of experts in the re-
gion’s art, architecture, and archaeology
have all rejected the revisionist claims as
false,” she said.
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Genuine engagement of Azerbaijan is necessary for peace in the South
Caucasus, says Foreign Minister Mirzoyan

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan made a speech at the 30th
OSCE Ministerial Council, stating that
Armenia remains committed to the
opening of a new era of peace in the
South Caucasus and believes that it is
still possible. Making that opportuni-
ty a reality requires both Azerbaijan’s
genuine engagement and internation-
al actors’ strong support for Armenia’s
efforts, which are based on well-de-
veloped and well-known principles.

In his speech the Foreign Minister thanked
the North-Macedonian OSCE Chairman-
ship for leading this organization during
the last year, the foreign ministry said.

“Indeed, it was not an easy task, as the
OSCE which still remains the biggest secu-
rity organization in the world, is rapidly
declining as once duly adopted and well
elaborated mandates and commitments
are totally disregarded.

This process started several years ago
when the OSCE failed to implement its
core tasks - early warning and conflict
prevention. Unfortunately, this process
will continue unless there is no common
understanding that violation of interna-
tional law in any part of the world shall
be unequivocally condemned and not tol-
erated, otherwise it creates a sense of im-
punity becoming the new normal in other
parts of the world. Regrettably, the OSCE
area of responsibility is not an exclusion,
" noted Ararat Mirzoyan.

The Foreign Minister noted that in the
South Caucasus the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, the root causes of which was ha-
tred and xenophobia in its various forms
and the existential threat to the people
who wanted to live in freedom and dignity
in their ancestral homeland, reached its
final stage this year.

“After a nine-month long inhuman
siege, on September 19 Azerbaijan
launched yet another large-scale mili-
tary offensive against the people of Na-
gorno-Karabakh which resulted in mass
forced displacement of its indigenous
population. At this point in time, we can
state that in silent agreement of the in-
ternational community Azerbaijan has
reached its long-standing goal - to get the
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh without its
Armenian population.

However, even after having this done
the claims of the Azerbaijani side were not
halted. Now the entire sovereign territory
of the Republic of Armenia has become
the target of our neighbor.

This, coupled with continuous ha-
tred, military rhetoric, use of force and
threats of use of force, refusal to come
to the meetings organized by various in-
ternational actors, including the US and
the EU, illustrates that this country is not
sincerely interested in peace and stability
in our region,” said FM Mirzoyan and add-
ed: “Despite this humanitarian disaster
in Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia remains
committed to opening a new era of peace
in the South Caucasus and believes that
it is still possible. For turning this possi-
bility into a reality, we need reciprocally
genuine engagement of Azerbaijan and the
strong support of international actors to
our efforts, which are based on well elab-
orated and well-known principles. These
principles that were widely discussed and
admitted or at least not rejected by the
Azerbaijani side include:

e mutual recognition of territorial
integrity based on the 1991 Alma-Ata
Declaration and without any further
ambiguity,

e delimitation of the state border
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
based on the freshest and legitimate
maps - USSR General Staff maps of
1974-1978,

e opening of all transport and
economic communications with full
respect of the countries’ sovereignty
and jurisdiction, as well as based on
the principles of equality and reci-
procity.

He reaffirmed the commitment of

the Armenian side to the above-men-
tioned principles, which demonstrat-
ing its readiness to embark upon
practical steps, has recently presented
the concept of a connectivity proj-

ect which we called “Crossroads of
Peace”.

“This ambitious project is aimed at
connecting East with West and North with
South and through regional cooperation
create conditions for strengthening eco-
nomic and cultural ties, soften contradic-
tions and foster better connectivity and
political dialogue between the countries
of our region.

In this regard the opening of the Ar-
menia-Turkey border is also of crucial
importance. As you might be aware, we
have reached the agreement to open the
land border for 3rd country citizens and
Armenian and Turkish citizens holding
diplomatic passports, which was recon-
firmed by my counterpart, Minister Fidan
at our bilateral meeting on October 23;
even concrete timing was indicated mean-
ing upcoming weeks, and we hope that in
the nearest future we will implement this
first, but quite tangible step.

There are also a number of humanitar-
ian issues on Armenia-Azerbaijan normal-
ization that cannot be ignored. The release
of all Armenian detainees, including the
ones imprisoned after September 19, co-
operation in addressing the fate of missing
persons, protection of Armenian cultural
property in and around Nagorno-Karab-
akh can pave a way to long-lasting, just
and dignified peace,” Foreign Minister said.

In conclusion, FM Mirzoyan noted that
Armenia as a responsible member of OSCE
has proved on numerous occasions its
devotion to regional and global peace and
will continue to take steps to that end.

“And once again, I reiterate that Arme-
nia remains ready for negotiations and
we need Azerbaijan to stop rejecting the
proposals of facilitators to meet and final-
ize the peace treaty. To ensure this goal
we need genuine efforts of all interested
parties and the international community
as a whole to turn the page of violence in
the South Caucasus and strengthen in-
ternational rule-based order;,” concluded
Foreign Minister Mirzoyan.
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Center for Excellence in Journalism to be established in Armenia with
U.S. Support

The American University of Armenia
(AUA), in partnership with Washington
State University (WSU), on November 30
signed a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) to establish a Center for Excellence
in Journalism and create a new Master’s
program in journalism education.

The $1.3 million, four year university
partnership initiative is funded by the U.S.
Embassy in Yerevan to support Armenia’s
media sector, the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan
said.

According to the source, through the
U.S. Embassy’s support, 90% tuition schol-
arship will be provided to approximately
nine graduate students per year to study
in the Master’s in Journalism degree pro-
gram, with a select number of students
also having the opportunity to compete for
a summer internship in the United States,
where they will earn hands on reporting
skills in a U.S. media outlet.

“We are proud and grateful to be the
recipient of this important grant from
the U.S. Embassy,” said Dr. Boghosian,
AUA President. “Since the university’s

inception, the U.S. government, through

USAID/ASHA, has supported the American
University of Armenia in various ways,
and this marks another milestone in our
long-standing relationship. We look for-
ward to working alongside our colleagues
at WSU to implement this project and
eventually launch a Master’s in Journalism
degree program. We are convinced that
this new program will be of great benefit
to Armenia and to the region at large.”

It is noted that the Center for Excel-
lence in Journalism will serve as a hub for
journalism education and leadership in
research, training, best practices and col-
laboration with leading experts and policy
makers that advances knowledge of how
quality journalism can serve as a bulwark
against misinformation and will improve
networking amongst Armenia’s journalism
eco-system. The Center will also offer pro-
fessional development programs serving
the wider media community.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs, Rafik
Mansour traveled to Armenia to inau-

gurate the new university partnership.

U.S. Ambassador to Armenian Kristina
Kvien as well as Minister for Education,
Science, Culture and Sport Zhanna An-
dreasyan, also attended the launch event.

“This U.S.-Armenia relationship is
based on shared values, including press
freedom and the critical role of education
in building a strong, democratic society
that is resilient to disinformation,” said
Deputy Assistant Secretary Mansour at the
inauguration event. “The United States is
proud to invest in this university partner-
ship initiative, which will support Arme-
nia’s democratic development, and invest
in the next generation of journalists.”

“This project aims to support current
and future journalists with the knowl-
edge and skills to have a positive impact
on the journalism sector in Armenia
and beyond,” says Dr. Yacoubian, Dean
of the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences(CHSS). “The project will contrib-
ute to further diversifying the academic
portfolio of CHSS and thus providing new
possibilities for us as we prepare students
to become civic and professional leaders.

“We are delighted to formally establish
this flagship partnership on journalism
education between AUA and WSU,” said
Dr. Lawrence Pintak, professor of commu-
nication at Washington State University.
“This program represents a new milestone
in the development of Armenia’s media
sector, and will support the profession-
al development of Armenia’s journalism
community for years to come.”

In addition to this program, the U.S.
Embassy in Yerevan also announced an
award to AUA to implement a two-year
English program for journalists aimed at
equipping the participants with English
language skills through courses tailored

to their professional needs.
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Amaryan Charitable Foundation commits initial 122 min AMD in

support to Syunik region

David Amaryan, an Armenian entre-
preneur and investor, the founder and
executive director of the Balchug Capital,
together with his brother Vardan Amar-
yan, a businessman and the founder of
the Armenian Apricot Capital investment
company, has established the Amaryan
Charitable Foundation.

With extensive experience in the in-
ternational business arena, both David

and Vardan Amaryan have launched this
initiative to provide direct support to their
compatriots - forcibly displaced Arme-
nians of Artsakh during this challenging
time for Armenia.

The Foundation focuses on advanc-
ing educational programs, promoting a
healthy lifestyle and sports, nurturing
cultural initiatives, and providing assis-
tance to the youth through various stra-
tegic projects.

The Foundation’s journey commenced
from the Syunik region, specifically in Ver-
ishen, the ancestral village of the Amaryan
family.

“Itis a great tragedy for me to witness
the ongoing pan-Armenian disaster and
an unprecedented humanitarian crisis. It
has resulted in multi-sectoral and complex
issues demanding the implementation of

comprehensive, long-term, and strategic
programs in collaboration with govern-
ment, international organizations, and
public institutions, based on the periodic
needs assessment. [ believe these pro-
grams should be consistent and unceasing.
Thanks to the foundation, we will focus on
enhancing educational opportunities and
improving teaching excellence in Armenia,
emphasizing the invaluable role that edu-
cation plays in the future of our country:.
Despite widespread business success and
operations in various countries, we have
remained faithful to our roots and histo-
ry. Our activities and many projects have
always been committed to fostering Arme-
nia’s growth and economic development.
And today, more than ever, the unity of
global Armenians is of high importance,”
said David Amaryan, Co-Founder of Am-
aryan Charitable Foundation.

EIB Group donates €200 000 to UNICEF for psycho-social support
for Armenians displaced from Nagorno Karabakh

The European Investment Bank (EIB)
Group, via its philanthropic arm, the EIB
Institute, has donated €200 000 to ad-
dress the mental health and winter-related
needs of the Karabakh Armenian children
who have fled to Armenia following the
military escalation in September 2023. De-
livered through UNICEEF, the donation will
support up to 26 000 children and their
families through a psychological support
and mental health helpline, face-to-face
mental health and psychosocial support
and vouchers that will help them face the
winter.

In late September, more than 100,000
people took refuge in Armenia with chil-
dren making up more than one-third of the
displaced population. Sustained mental
health and psychosocial well-being in-
terventions are crucial as these families
rebuild their lives.

Thanks to the EIB Group donation,
UNICEF will establish and operate a men-
tal health helpline staffed by 20 trained
counsellors for two years. The children

and their caregivers can also receive face-
to-face psychological support through play
therapy, art therapy and group sessions.
The donation will also support refugee
families through vouchers that will help
them to cover their essential needs as the
winter season begins.

EIB Vice-President Teresa Czerwins-
ka, responsible for operations in Armenia,
said, “We are glad to be able to support
refugee children and their families in Ar-
menia through UNICEF which is on the
ground to meet their most urgent needs.
Our donation will bring UNICEF’s well-tar-
geted mental health and winter support to

the children and their families that need
it

“Children have suffered most from
the conflict and displacement,” said Shi-
va Dustdar, director and dean of the EIB
Institute. “It is a top priority for the EIB
Institute to help them access the support
and care they need to settle down and look
forward to a brighter future. This donation
will help UNICEF’s impactful mental health
programme reach the children and their
families who need it most.”

The EIB is the long-term financing in-
stitution of the European Union, owned by
its Member States. It provides long-term
finance for sound investments in pursuit
of EU policy goals, supporting projects in
four priority areas: infrastructure, innova-
tion, climate and environment, and SMEs.

The EIB has worked with Armenia
since 2008. Since then, 17 operations
have been co-financed by the EIB with
financing totaling €480 million in support
of the European Neighborhood Policy and
Eastern Partnership.
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Armenian Carpet Weaving courses to be held in Warsaw Royal Castle

The official opening ceremony of the
educational and cultural program “Armeni-
an Carpet Weaving master class in Poland”
took place in the carpet hall of the Warsaw
Royal Castle.

This initiative is made possible through
the financial support of the Ministry of
Education, Science, Culture and Sport and
with the initiative of Museum of Folk Arts
named after Hovhannes Sharambeyan,
in cooperation with Warsaw Royal Cas-
tle and the Polish-Armenian Fund, the

commissioner of diaspora affairs in Poland
and under the auspices of the Embassy of
Armenia in Poland.

Within the context of the program, the
masters of the Museum of Folk Arts named
after Hovhannes Sharambeyan will hold
carpet weaving trainings available for dif-

ferent age groups.

The event was attended by Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of the Republic of Armenia to Poland

Alexander Arzoumanian, spiritual pastor
of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Po-
land Fr. Minas Hakhverdyan, Armenian
Honorary Consul in Lodz Rafal Choma,
Commissioner of Diaspora Affairs in Po-
land Diana Hovakimyan and also the rep-

resentatives of the Armenian community.

The coordinator of the Warsaw Royal
Castle-Museum Agnieszka Jedrzejews-
ka-Kurek presented the exclusive carpet
collection of the “Tereza Sahakyan” foun-
dation. Agnieszka Jedrzejewska-Kurek
presented the history of the collection and
emphasized the importance of holding

educational programs in Poland.

Welcoming the attendees, Gayane
Aslanyan, Deputy Director of the Muse-
um of Folk Arts, underscored the prima-
ry objective of the program; the promo-
tion of intangible cultural heritage, with
a specific focus on carpet weaving, and
fostering awareness about the cultural
heritage within the Armenian community
in Poland.

Armenia participates in Strasbourg Christmas Fair for first time

On the initiative of the
Ministry of Education, Sci-
ence, Culture and Sports, for S
the first time, Armenia partici- g%8
pates in Strasbourg Christmas
fair. L

More than 400 types of $
handicrafts of over 60 Arme- #
nian craftsmen are presented
at the world-renowned fair.

Christmas and New Year
symbols created with Arme-
nian motifs will decorate the
Armenian pavilion located in ‘
Saint Thomas square in Stras-
bourg for about a month (from November
24 to December 24).

For three days now, visitors to the

fair have been offered the best samples

of Armenia’s vibrant heritage, including

carpet weaving, embroidery, tapestry and
woodwork.

Representation on this most important

pan-European platform will
contribute to the interna-
tional popularization of the
Armenian cultural heritage,
promote the expansion of
intercultural dialogue.

Armenia’s first partic-
ipation in the Strasbourg
Christmas fair was marked
by the solemn opening
s ceremony of the pavilion,

87> Which will be attended by
" high-ranking officials of
France and Armenia.

The program is imple-
mented in cooperation with the Armenian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is coordi-
nated by Hovhanness Sharambeyan Mu-
seum of Folk Arts.
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Yezeguelian Hotel & Residence

In the Green Park
Near Congress Hotel
24 Studios and Apartments

€250 Per Week
(Payment Upon Arrival)

In the Center I
of Yerevan g‘ e

Warm Welcome mw '.

24/7 Security

Free Cafe & Bar 2 “ﬁ

Kitchen, Refrigerator

‘“—' Safe, TV, Internet
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All Conveniences
Air Conditioned
Apartments

Yezeguelian@aol.com

Modern
Rest Rooms
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Subscribe and watch Noyan Tapan programs on Noyan
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