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Armenian PM, Russian FM discuss agenda 
of bilateral relations in Yerevan

Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan received Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov who arrived in Yerevan on an official 
visit the PM’s Office told Noyan Tapan. Welcoming the Russian FM, PM Pashinyan said: “Last time you paid an official visit to Arme-
nia two years ago. That time very great changes took place in Armenia, and I want to state that as a result of those changes the relations 
of our countries received a new dynamic. After being elected as PM of Armenia I had numerous meetings with the Russian President, 
Prime Minister. In the past 1.5 year I had a chance to host in Yerevan the Russian President, the PM, recently the defense minister ar-
rived in Armenia, many high-ranking officials visit Armenia, and I think that there is really a new dynamic in our relations. Recently 
we reached an agreement that next year I will pay an official visit to Russia which will be followed by the official visit of the Russian 
leader to Armenia”.

Pashinyan said Armenia had an effective chairmanship in the Eurasian Economic Union, reminding that recently the session of the 
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President of the National Assembly of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan 
received on November 8 U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Lynne 
Tracy, accompanied by U.S. Embassy’s Deputy  Chief of Mis-
sion Christopher Smith and USAID Armenia Mission Director 

Deborah Grieser.
As Noyan Tapan was informed from the press service of the par-

liament of Armenia, greeting the guests, Ararat Mirzoyan referred 
to the adoption of Resolution 296 by the House of the Representa-
tives of the USA. “I think this was a very important step maybe not 
only for Armenia, but also for the USA and the entire humanity, 
because we all know that it’s possible to prevent such crimes only 
by recognizing and condemning them. I hope that in the visible 
future this process will be completed and we will be able t close 
this page”, Mirzoyan said, saluting the 40% increase of the U.S. 
financial support to Armenia.

Thanking for the reception, Lynne Tracy noted that she is very 
glad for the increase of the financial support, and suggested to 
discuss the details of how it will be spent.

Issues related to USA-Armenia cooperation were discussed 
during the meeting. The Ambassador expressed satisfaction over 
the works by done by the Armenian side in the sphere of reform 
implementation, and reaffirmed the full support of the USA to the 
Armenian authorities and the democratic reforms in Armenia.

Ararat Mirzoyan highlighted exchange of experience with the 
USA in the process of the reform implementation in Armenia.

U.S Ambassador expresses full support to reforms in Armenia

Armenian FM, Paul Richard Gallagher discuss relations between 
Armenia and Holy See

Armenia is committed to con-
tinue and further deepen close co-
operation and partnership with the 
Holy See, Armenian Foreign Min-
ister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan said in 
a joint press conference with Sec-
retary for Relations with States 
within the Holy See’s Secretariat 
of State Paul Richard Gallagher.

According to Mnatsakanyan, 
Richard Gallagher’s visit to Ar-
menia is another important step in 
the developing relations between 
Armenia and the Holy See.

“I am glad for we preserve the dynamic 
of bilateral high-level visits. Gallagher has 
a great contribution to both the deepening 
of the interstate relations between Armenia 
and the Vatican, and in international re-
lations in general. It should be noted that 
the high-level relations between Armenia 
and the Holy See is also the result of Pope 
Francis’s high interest, for which Armenia 
is grateful”, Mnatsakanyan said.

The Armenian FM once again reaffirmed 
the interest of Armenia to deepen relations 
with the Holy See, which are based on 
shared values and common approaches on 

international issues.
“The issues of the protection of religious 

minorities and Christians in the Middle 
East, as well as the preservation of the 
Christian-historical heritage are on our po-
litical agenda”, Mnatsakanyan said.

The Armenian FM also presented the re-
cent developments over Nagorno Karabakh 
peace process and Armenia’s firm position 
and approaches on the issue.

As forerunners of the agenda of the pre-
vention of genocides and crimes against hu-
manity, the diplomats of Armenia and the 
Holy See referred to the steps and existing 
challenges in that direction.

“I want to emphasize that official 
Yerevan and the Armenian peo-
ple are grateful to Pope Francis 
for his firm and clear message to 
recognize the Armenian Genocide. 
The condemnation of that crime 
is important not only from the 
perspective of truth and historical 
justice, but is also a great contri-
bution to the prevention of future 
similar crimes and for reaching 
lasting peace between nations and 
states”, Zohrab Mnatsakanyan em-

phasized.
Secretary for Relations with States within 

the Holy See’s Secretariat of State Paul 
Richard Gallagher noted that the relations 
between Armenia and the Holy See have a 
longer history, particularly for the reason 
that Armenia is the 1st Christian state in 
the world.

“I am glad to convey the greetings of Pope 
Francis to the Armenian authorities, as well 
as his confidence and prayers for the future 
development, peace and harmony of the Ar-
menian people”, Archbishop Paul Richard 
Gallagher said.
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Recent developments and prospects for 
conflict resolution in Nagorno-Karabakh 
were discussed at a meeting between OSCE 
Chairman-in-Office, Slovak Foreign Min-
ister Miroslav Lajčák and the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs, the Slovakian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs reports.

The meeting with Igor Popov for the 
Russian Federation, Stéphan Visconti for 
France and Andrew Schofer for the United 
States arrived in Bratislava. They were also 
accompanied by a personal representative 
of the OSCE Acting President for conflict, 
handled by the Minsk Group, Andrzej 

Kasprzyk.
“I am glad that the Co-Chairs of the Minsk 

Group, together with the parties, contin-
ued discussions on further measures to re-
duce tensions and maintain an atmosphere 
conducive to peace,” Mr. Lajčák said at 

a meeting in Bratislava with Co-Chairs 
Igor Popov, Stéphan Visconti and Andrew 
Schofer, as well as the Personal Represen-
tative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office An-
drzej Kasprzyk.

The Slovak Presidency will continue to 
help the parties, the Foreign Minister said.

The discussions also focused on prepa-
rations for the OSCE Ministerial Council, 
which will take place in Bratislava on 5 and 
6 December 2019, and will be the culmi-
nation of the Slovakian Presidency of the 
OSCE.

Supreme Eurasian Economic Council was 
held in Yerevan. “I think, it was an unprec-
edented event with its scale, and I am very 
happy that during our chairmanship we 
signed an agreement with Singapore and 
Serbia, the free trade agreements with Iran 
and China entered into force. In this con-
text our economic relations are successfully 
developing and we hope this year the trade 
turnover will reach 2 billion USD which is 
a very good result. All these create very im-
portant signal for the further development 
of strategic, allied relations between our 
countries. I am confident that your visit will 
give a new impetus to our allied relations, 
and of course, as you announced recently, I 
am also optimistic about the further devel-
opment of our relations. I am happy to once 
again welcome you in Yerevan”, Pashinyan 
said.  

In his turn the Russian FM thanked for the 
reception and conveyed the warm greetings 
of the Russian President and Prime Minis-
ter to the Armenian PM. “You met with the 
Russian President four times this year, as 
well as with the PM. We have very close 
contacts in terms of economic agencies. As 
you mentioned, our other agencies also are 
closely cooperating. Recently our defense 
minister, healthcare minister, State Duma 
Speaker were in Armenia, therefore, we 
have very close contacts at all directions”, 
Sergey Lavrov said, adding that the Arme-
nian-Russian inter-regional forum will take 

place soon.
“We are happy also for the development 

of the bilateral trade turnover, it constantly 
grows. Russia is Armenia’s key economic 
partner, the first investor in Armenia’s 
economy. Our cooperation within the 
Eurasian Economic Union, the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization and the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, is under 
our spotlight, and we congratulate Arme-
nia on a very effective chairmanship in the 
EAEU. A very important event, the CSTO 
summit will take place in Bishkek in sev-
eral weeks where as well we should move 
forward our cooperation connected with 
the military-political security and the allied 
partnership”, the Russian FM said.

Thereafter, the Armenian PM and the Rus-

sian FM discussed the bilateral agenda-re-
lated issues touching upon the political and 
economic cooperation.

The sides exchanged views on regional 
issues, including the settlement process of 
the Nagorno Karabakh conflict.

Pashinyan highlighted Russia’s key role 
in maintaining security, stability and peace 
in the region.

Nikol Pashinyan and Sergey Lavrov em-
phasized the importance of the peaceful 
settlement of the NK conflict within the 
OSCE Minsk Group and the need to im-
plement humanitarian projects for forming 
an atmosphere of mutual trust between the 
conflicting sides.

POLITICS

OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Minsk Group Co-Chairs discuss 
Karabakh peace process

page 1 
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(RFE/RL – Yerevan) - Pro-government lawmakers have vehe-
mently criticized Robert Kocharyan over his article published on a 
Kremlin-funded news agency’s website in which the former presi-
dent described Armenia’s current leadership as “pro-Western” and 
predicted “bad scenarios” for the country.

“Is a divided Armenia ready for bad scenarios?” queried Ko-
charyan in his article published on Sputnik-Armenia on Novem-
ber 8.

Kocharyan, who is being tried on coup and bribery charges and is 
currently in prison, also accuses the government of Nikol Pashin-
yan of weakening Armenian positions in Nagorno-Karabakh peace 
talks and committing gross mistakes. He warns of a new possible 
war with Azerbaijan that will entail “devastating consequences in-
comparably graver than ever before.”

“We have seen bad scenarios during Robert Kocharyan’s pres-
idency,” Andranik Kocharyan [no relation], a member of the My 
Step parliamentary faction and head of the parliament committee 
on defense and security, said, reacting to Robert Kocharyan’s ar-
ticle on Friday. “It would be better if Robert Kocharyan at some 
point in his life started to talk about good scenarios… We want the 
new Armenia to go ahead with good scenarios and achieve strength 
that will enable it to always have good scenarios.”

“If he [Robert Kocharyan] thinks that Armenia is moving along 
just one vector, he couldn’t be more wrong. Armenia and its se-
curity system are moving in the direction that only adds to their 
capabilities and never reduces them for sure,” Andranik Kocharyan 
added.

In his article Robert Kocharyan, in particular, accuses Pashinyan 
of effectively nullifying the agreements on strengthening ceasefire 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone achieved with Azerbai-
jan by the previous administration of President Serzh Sarkisian 
following a brief escalation of fighting in 2016. He also claims 
“complicated relations” between the ruling elites in Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh and blunders committed by Armenia’s leader-
ship in this regard.

“The prime minister’s statement that ‘Karabakh is Armenia, 
full stop!” has shifted the negotiations away from the principle of 
self-determination of peoples onto a plane of territorial integrity 
of nations, which is undesirable for us,” Robert Kocharyan writes.

“I think that Robert Kocharyan should first of all answer when 
the Meghri issue originated. At that time, we were heading down 
a very dangerous path. Thank God, we managed to steer clear of 
that trap,” said Andranik Kocharyan, referring to an alleged plan 
for a territorial exchange between Armenia and Azerbaijan as part 
of a broader Karabakh solution ostensibly discussed during Robert 
Kocharyan’s presidency.

Another My Step lawmaker Ruben Rubinyan, who heads the 
parliament’s foreign relations committee, said that in his article 
Robert Kocharyan uses talking points of Azerbaijan. “It can be 
described as trouble-making,” he said. “I don’t think that any Ar-
menian politician, especially a person who formerly occupied the 
post of the president, could bring forth such pro-Azerbaijani argu-
ments,” he said.

Rubinyan also rejected Kocharyan’s claims that Armenia has a 
divided society today. “We saw people’s unity during the 2018 Vel-
vet Revolution. We saw people’s unity during the 2018 December 
[snap parliamentary] elections. We’ve seen this unity also between 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh,” he said.

In his article Kocharyan also accuses Pashinyan of having a 
“pro-Western” orientation. The former president notes that among 
those that support Pashinyan are also political groups that call 
for the withdrawal of the Russian military base from Armenia. 
He claims that in Armenia today there are many government of-
ficials and pro-government members of parliament who espouse 
pro-Western views.

Rubinyan dismissed this claim as ridiculous. “We are against the 
idea of being ‘pro-someone’. We stand only for the interests of 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh,” he said.

My Step’s lawmaker Gayane Arakelyan, for her part, argued that 
the goal of Kocharyan’s article was to derail Armenian-Russian re-
lations. The parliamentarian who sits on the European integration 
committee said: “Clearly this is a message to Russia that pursues 
certain goals. I say that Kocharyan will never stop at anything. 
Even if with each such message he deeply harms Armenian-Rus-
sian relations, he will never have repugnance to do so. He will re-
sort to anything possible even at the cost of the state and statehood, 
even at the cost of the country’s sovereignty,” Arakelyan said.

Opposition Prosperous Armenia Party 
leader Gagik Tsarukyan complained about 
conditions for investments in Armenia as 
he inaugurated a new ceramic cookware 
factory on November 7.

The factory, Ceramisia, was set up as part 
of a joint investment project of the Tsaruk-
yan-owned Multi Group and the Italian 
Stoneware holding.

According to the press office of Arme-
nia’s prime minister, initial investments 
in the project amount to 30 million Euros 
(over $33 million). The factory is expected 
to open 300 jobs by February. In general, 
up to a thousand jobs are expected to be 
created due to the project.

Talking to reporters after the ceremony, 
Tsarukyan called for improvements in the 

investment climate, voicing complains 
about “time-consuming” paperwork. 
“Businessmen cannot wait long,” he said. 
“What an investor needs are basically a 
one-window approach to be able to get all 
the paperwork done quickly.”

Tsarukyan, who is considered to be one 
of the wealthiest people in Armenia, also 
complained about the shortage of highly 

skilled specialists in Armenia. “You know 
better than me that most good workers, 
good specialists have left for work in Eu-
rope, Russia. Now we are looking [for good 
specialists] and can’t find them. You can 
run job announcements on television that 
those wishing to be employed can come, 
we will send them to Italy for a month-long 
training so that they can work,” he said.

Tsarukyan also disagreed with Pashin-
yan’s assessment that “an economic revo-
lution is gaining momentum in Armenia.” 
The opposition politician said: “For the 
economic revolution it is necessary to 
change laws, create more favorable condi-
tions for investors… Taxes should be cut,” 
he said.

Pashinyan allies lambaste Kocharyan over ‘trouble-making’

Tsarukyan complains about investment conditions in Armenia

https://www.azatutyun.am/a/30260587.html
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The United States calls on the parties to 
the Karabakh conflict to translate agree-
ments into concrete actions.

Addressing the OSCE Permanent Coun-
cil on November 8, US Ambassador to the 
OSCE James S. Gilmore III hailed the ac-
tivity of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs 
and the Personal Representative of the 
OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Ambassador 
Andrzej Kasprzyk.

Noting that “a great deal has changed over 
the past year, the Ambassador said “we are 
concerned about casualties on the Line of 
Contact in recent months.”

“These casualties illustrate the continuing 
human cost of the conflict. They raise the 
temperature on the ground – and in capi-
tals. And, they deepen distrust and ani-
mosity, diminishing prospects for a lasting 
settlement,” he added.

“At the same time, we are encouraged 
by the constructive high-level contacts be-
tween the leaders and foreign ministers of 

Armenia and Azerbaijan…We encourage 
the sides to agree on concrete measures 
discussed throughout this year on specific 
humanitarian and security measures to pre-
pare the populations for peace and reduce 
tensions. We also welcome the simultane-
ous release of prisoners that took place on 
June 28,” the Ambassador continued.

“Yet, agreement on these issues is not 
enough. We call on the sides to translate 
these agreements into concrete actions now. 
The time has come for the sides to prepare 
their populations for peace, and to refrain 
from mutual accusations and recrimina-
tions. The United States supports confi-

dence-building measures and increased 
dialogue between Armenians and Azerbai-
janis that can stabilize the security situation 
and foster a more constructive atmosphere 
for negotiations. Those participating in 
dialogue must be able to do so freely and 
without fear of harassment or recrimination 
when they return home,” he stated.

The Ambassador stressed that there can 
be no military solution to this conflict, and 
the status quo is unacceptable.

“The United States is committed to work-
ing with the sides to find a lasting and 
peaceful resolution based on the principles, 
shared by participating States, of non-use 
or threat of force, territorial integrity, and 
equal rights and self-determination of peo-
ples, as embraced in the Helsinki Final Act, 
which remains the key instruments of prin-
ciples and conduct for the OSCE member 
States,” James S. Gilmore III concluded.

Minister of Labor and So-
cial Affairs Zaruhi Batoyan 
received Head of the EU Del-
egation to Armenia, Ambas-
sador Andrea Wiktorin, the 
ministry told Noyan Tapan.

“I am very happy for our co-
operation with the European 
Union, especially over the 
projects relating to human 
rights, the rights of women, 
children and people with dis-
abilities. We have a special 
commitment especially in 
the protection of labor rights, 
making the changes in the Labor Code in 
accordance with the international standards 
and conventions. In this respect I want to 
inform that the development of employ-
ment strategy is already at the completion 
stage, and the changes of the Labor Code 
at the public debate stage”, the Armenian 
minister said.

Touching upon the employment strategy, 
the minister said it has been developed in 
a participating environment, in cooperation 
with the international partners and local 
structures.

“We promote work because we are confi-
dent that it is possible to overcome poverty 
only through work. In this context I would 
like to state that the ministry is revising the 

system of fees which should 
be based on the vision that 
employment is the logical 
continuation of the social as-
sistance and its main compo-
nent”, she said.

“I am very happy to see the 
ongoing changes in the fields 
of social protection, employ-
ment, working rights. While 
talking about your activities 
the first thing you mentioned 
related to human rights. I 
would like to note in this 
regard that the EU’s entire 

policy is based on the protection of human 
rights”, the EU Ambassador said.

The sides discussed the future cooperation 
opportunities directed to labor and employ-
ment projects, protection of rights of peo-
ple with disabilities and creation of equal 
opportunities.

The US calls on parties to Karabakh conflict to 
translate agreements into actions

Armenian minister, EU Ambassador discuss 
future cooperation opportunities
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First-Ever Nuclear Medicine Center Opens in Armenia
A new medical center providing radio-

isotope-based diagnosing and treatment 
to cancer patients has opened in Armenia 
amid a growing demand for the service that 
thus far Armenians have been able to get in 
the region only by traveling to neighboring 
Georgia.

The European Center of Nuclear Medi-
cine fitted out with up-to-date equipment is 
the first such facility in Armenia that will 
provide radioactive iodine therapy for thy-
roid cancer, a disease that has a high rate 
in the country and the region in general. 
The center is located in one of Yerevan’s 
suburbs in close proximity to the Erebuni 
Medical Center.

“Nuclear medicine is making great strides 
and is becoming a very trendy field in the 
world. That’s why our administration has 
decided to have an advanced center [of 
nuclear medicine] in Armenia,” executive 
director of the Erebuni Medical Center Mi-
kayel Manukyan said.

“Now patients will be able to receive 
high-quality therapy in Armenia, since all 
of our specialists are well-trained. We have 
a team of very good young physicists,” he 

added.
According to Manukyan, patients who 

until now had to go abroad for radioactive 
iodine therapy for thyroid cancer will be 
able to receive this treatment locally. Be-
sides being more convenient, it will also be 
less costly for them, he added.

“A primary examination will cost patients 
about 40,000 drams ($85),” he said, adding 
that the issue of government-funded treat-
ment for socially vulnerable groups will 
further be discussed with the Ministry of 
Health.

The newly opened European Center 
of Nuclear Medicine in Armenia will be 
headed by radiologist Natalia Shengelia-de 
Lange, who had worked for 15 years at a 
Vienna Medical University clinic before 
heading two nuclear medical centers in 

Georgia.
“The center is equipped at the highest 

level. All measures of radioactive safety 
have been taken into account for both the 
patients and the environment,” Shenge-
lia-de Lange said.

Isotopes for the needs of the center will be 
imported from abroad in a particular quan-
tity based on the needs of patients.

The European Center of Nuclear Med-
icine has been constructed as part of the 
Erebuni Medical Center’s investment proj-
ect. More than $1.2 million have been spent 
on the construction of the new facility that 
has lead lined walls and doors providing 
shielding from radiation.

For safety reasons patients receiving 
high-dose radioactive iodine therapy often 
have to be isolated for several days. The 
center says it provides various facilities for 
self-service as well as entertainment in pa-
tient rooms. Safety features also include a 
separate sewage system for rooms contain-
ing dangerous substances.

The ceremonial opening of the center was 
also attended by Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan. 

The Armenian government has approved 
the proposal to sign a grant agreement be-
tween the Republic of Armenia and the 
European Investment Bank to support the 

Road Safety Program in Armenia.
First Deputy Minister of Territorial Ad-

ministration and Infrastructures Vache Ter-
teryan said the grant program amounting to 

4.2 million euros aims to ensure road safety 
along with large-scale road construction.

The funds will be allocated to the im-
provement of the Yerevan-Meghri, Ye-
revan-Ijevan, Yerevan-Armavir-Turkey, 
Goris-Artsakh, Kapan-Tsav and Yere-
van-Artashat-Aygevan highways.

It is also planned to carry out an audit of 
interstate and republican highways, techni-
cal oversight of dangerous sections, raise 
security awareness.

The funds will also be allocated for 
tainting auditors, reviewing the Armenian 
road-construction standards with a view of 
bringing them in line with best European 
experience.

The project is expected to improve at least 
30 dangerous sections, which will, in turn, 
result in a 30% reduction in the number of 
road accidents.

EIB to provide 4.2 million euros for Armenia road safety program
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Armenia, Huawei exploring opportunities for cooperation
On a working visit to China, Arme-

nian Deputy Prime Minister Tigran 
Avinyan had a meeting with Huawei 
Vice-President.

Tigran Avinyan presented Arme-
nia’s scientific-technical potential 
and peculiarities, as well as the op-
portunities of investing in IT.

The Huawei Vice-President briefed 
the Armenian Deputy PM on the 
main directions of the company’s 

development, including the production of 
equipment and research activity.

The parties discussed the perspectives 
of Armenia’s economic advancement, de-
velopment of high technologies and solar 
energy sector.

An agreement was reached to explore fur-
ther opportunities for cooperation, includ-
ing in research and development.

Roaming between Armenia and Artsakh to be abolished – Masis 
Mayilian

Armenia to produce ceramic tableware

Artsakh’s Foreign Min-
ister Masis Mayilian has 
announced the entry of a 
second mobile operator to 
the country in 2020.

“In 2020, the telecom-
munications monopoly 
will be abolished and we 
will have a second oper-
ator. Meetings and con-
sultations held in recent 
months allow us to say 
with certainty that in 2020 
Artsakh will have a second operator. There 
are investors and experienced professionals 
willing to participate in the project,” Mayil-
ian said in a Facebook post.

“I will pursue this cause and have the po-
litical will to provide the necessary condi-
tions in 2020 to overcome monopoly in the 
telecommunications sector and to ensure 
the entry of the second operator in Art-

sakh,” he added.
The Foreign Minister said 

it will ensure a high-quality 
mobile communication at low 
prices. Besides, he added, com-
petition will force the existing 
operator to cut the prices for 
subscribers and provide ad-
vanced 4G / LTE mobile Inter-
net access. It will also create 
new jobs, first of all for young 
specialists.

Finally, the Foreign Minister 
said, it will help ensure a protected com-
munication at the border zone and will 
eventually lead to the abolition of roaming 
between Armenia and Artsakh.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan attended 
the opening ceremony of the Ceramisia 
plant founded in the framework of a joint 
investment project between Multi Group 

Concern and Italian 
Stoneware Holding. 
Initial investment 
amounts to €30 million 
and will be of continu-
ous nature, 500 to 1000 
jobs will be created.

Italian Stoneware 
Holding is engaged in 
the production of ce-
ramic tableware, hotel 
business and construc-
tion of new buildings.

Ceramisia’s main ma-
terial – the clay that is made of crockery 
– is distinguished by its durability, thanks 
to which it is called stoneware, which is 

ecologically clean and can be used in the 
microwave.

The ceramic tableware produced in Arme-
nia will be exported to different countries 
under the slogan “Made in Armenia with 
Italian design.”
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The Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion 
Council (PHARMEXCIL) established by 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
of India, the Government of India and the 
Embassy of India in Armenia will hold 
next “India-Armenia Pharmaceutical 
Business Forum-Exhibition” in Yerevan 
from November 10-13. The press service 
of the Embassy discussed the prospects of 
development of relations between the two 
countries in the field of healthcare, and in 
particular in the field of pharmacy with the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of India to Armenia, K. D. Dewal. 

- Mr. Ambassador, how would you de-
scribe the level of relations between India 
and Armenia in the field of healthcare? 

- The field of healthcare is unique in the 
palette of relations between India and Ar-
menia. Our two countries have gathered a 
rich experience of cooperation, the main 
component of which is the preparation of 
doctors for India at Yerevan State Medical 
University after Mkhitar Heratsi (YSMU). 
Perhaps it is due to many cultural simi-
larities of Indian and Armenian peoples 
that Indian students have been studying at 
YSMU since 1985 with great pleasure and 
diligence. More than 2.1 thousand Indian 
doctors, who received high quality educa-
tion there, successfully work not only in 
India, but also in many countries around the 
world, and have become Armenia’s unique 
ambassadors in their countries of activity. 
Currently there are over 600 Indian stu-
dents studying at YSMU. 

All this, of course, has provided a solid 
basis for cooperation and exchange of ex-
perience between India and Armenia in var-
ious fields of healthcare. 

- What are the prospects of cooperation 
between India and Armenia in the field 
of pharmacy? 

- There are great opportunities for devel-
opment of relations between our two coun-
tries in this field. The initiative here mainly 
belongs to the Indian side.  

To illustrate the possibilities of coopera-
tion with the Indian Pharmaceutical Busi-
ness, here are some indicators: India is the 
largest provider of generic drugs in the 
world accounting for 20 per cent of global 
exports in terms of volume. The country 
has 3,000 pharmaceutical companies with 
a powerful network of over 10,5 thousand 
industrial facilities.  The value of produc-
tion in India makes up almost one-third of 
the value of the United States and nearly 
half of that of Europe. India is the source of 
60,000 generic brands across 60 therapeutic 
categories and manufactures more than 500 
different Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients 

(APIs). Exports of pharmaceutical products 
in 2017-18 totaled $ 17.27 billion. The In-
dian pharmaceutical market is expected to 
reach $ 55 billion by 2020. 

Naturally, the open pharmaceutical mar-
ket of Armenia should be involved in using 
the achievements of Indian companies of 
the field. If in 2018 the volume of export 
of Indian origin goods to Armenia was $ 
77 million 119,3 thousand (RA State Reve-
nue Committee data) increasing by 53.9% 
compared to 2017, then the export volume 
of Indian origin pharmaceutical products 
in 2018 totaled $ 4.7 million increasing by 
33.8%. In the first semesters of 2019 and 
2018, the growth rates of these figures have 
accelerated, with pharmaceutical produc-
tion growing to a greater extent. In the first 
semester of 2019 products exported from 
India to Armenia totaled $ 52.7 million 
(55.2% growth), of which $ 3.22 million 
was for pharmaceutical production (44.5% 
growth). As you can see, the proportion of 
pharmaceutical products in the total vol-
ume of export of goods from India to Ar-
menia is quite large. 

I should also mention that the list of 
drugs exported from India to Armenia is 
constantly increasing; as of end of Septem-
ber of this year more than 150 of the 5,000 
drugs registered in the RA state registry of 
drugs, are manufactured in India, among 
them drugs, manufactured by the largest 
international companies in our country.

I am sure that there are great prospects 
for utilizing the development potential 
of India-Armenia relations in the field of 
pharmacy, and the Indian pharmaceutical 
business is ready to strengthen the coop-
eration with Armenian partners which is 
evidenced by the next India-Armenia Phar-
maceutical Business Forum-Exhibition to 
be held from November 10-13 in Yerevan 
by PHARMEXCIL, a body under the Min-
istry of Commerce of India and the Em-
bassy of India in Armenia.  The event will 
feature the prospects for establishing busi-
ness ties with India’s pharmaceutical sec-

tor, industry achievements and legislative 
regulations in our country, meetings of B2B 
format will be held between 28 leading In-
dian companies of the field and Armenian 
companies. 

- Has the forum-exhibition held by 
PHARMEXCIL in Yerevan in 2011 con-
tributed to the development of India-Ar-
menia ties in the field of pharmacy? 
What further steps does the Government 
of India take to promote cooperation be-
tween Indian and Armenian companies 
of the field? 

- The last forum-exhibition held in Ye-
revan in March 2011 with participation of 
the representatives of 21 Indian prominent 
pharmaceutical companies and Armenian 
pharmaceutical, drug distributor and im-
port companies had a great positive impact 
on the development of the relations of our 
two countries in the field of pharmacy. The 
above-mentioned figures would probably 
have been lower if the event had not been 
held, on the basis of the arrangements of 
which not only Indian high-quality drugs 
and pharmaceutical raw materials are im-
ported to Armenia, but also modern “clean 
rooms”, production lines and equipment 
that comply with international standards. 

As for the steps taken by the Indian Gov-
ernment to foster cooperation between 
Indian and Armenian pharmaceutical com-
panies, the most significant is perhaps the 
provision of the annual participation of 
10-15 Armenian drug manufacturers in In-
dia’s largest international pharmaceutical 
annual exhibition iPHEX (International Ex-
hibition for Pharma and Healthcare). Since 
2014, the Government of India has been 
covering the costs of their iPHEX visits, 
thereby greatly contributing to the fact that 
Armenian pharmaceutical companies can 
already get acquainted with the achieve-
ments and opportunities of the Indian drug 
manufacturers and pharmaceutical equip-
ment manufacturers, with the legislative 
regulations of our country’s pharmaceutical 
field, as well as they can present Armenia’s 
achievements and opportunities of the field 
and the legislative framework either. 

PHARMEXCIL, the Ministry of Com-
merce of India and myself, as the Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
India to Armenia, will continue to support 
the development and strengthening of mu-
tually beneficial ties between our coun-
try and Armenia in the field of pharmacy, 
which I am sure will contribute to the prog-
ress of the pharmaceutical companies of 
both countries and especially to providing 
the Armenian population with quality, af-
fordable, effective and safe drugs.

Indian pharmaceutical business is ready to strengthen the 
cooperation with its RA partners
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On November 6 Foreign Minister Zohrab 
Mnatsakanyan alongside with the Foreign 
Minister of Ukraine Vadym Prystaiko 
participated in a lecture at the Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs, entitled 
“A talk with the Foreign Ministers of Ar-
menia and Ukraine,” dedicated to the 10th 
anniversary of the Eastern Partnership. 
In his remarks Minister Mnatsakanyan 
presented in detail Armenia’s coopera-
tion with the European Union within the 
framework of Eastern Partnership, the 
ongoing democratic reforms in Armenia, 
the country’s foreign policy priorities.  
Touching upon the Velvet Revolution, 
Minister Mnatsakanyan, particularly, 
noted that the wide public mandate, re-
ceived during the elections, held last 
year, is also a trust in the government 
and a big responsibility to address the 
immediate priorities under that mandate:    
“Throughout the first months the govern-
ment has been absolutely focused on deliv-
ering on those most immediate demands, 
reflected in the mandate: the questions of 
corruption, the questions of equal space, 
equal opportunities in economic and social 
life, the question of justice, the question of 
elections, and the political will has demon-
strated its power, that you can address cor-
ruption ahead on,if you have a political 
will, that you can organize elections which 
are accepted by the public and political 
forces and that is when you have shown the 
political will,” he said.

But that is not enough, the Minister 
added. “That’s only the beginning. It’s 
only the first step,because consolidating 
these institutions is the most important 
challenge and the most important objec-
tive. To make sure that irrespective of po-
litical will political institutions, the public 
institutions do gain strength to sustain 
the model which is based on respect and 
strength of democracy, human rights, rule 
of law. And this is what we live through 
and live with today in Armenia,” he stated. 
Minister Mnatsakanyan said Armenia’s for-
eign policy is built in a very careful way to 
consolidate, to sustain consolidation of our 
national security architecture. To demon-
strate the point, we have two fundamental 
challenges to our security.

“One challenge is the unresolved Na-
gorno-Karabakh challenge, the other chal-
lenge is Turkey threat. The non existence of 
relations with Turkey, the consistent denial 
of justice in case of Turkey, the failure to 
build on what we have invested in, what 
many of you may know, the Zurich proto-

cols, they, in combination with some other 
factors, they represent a serious security 
threat to Armenia,”

Asked by an Azerbaijani MP whether 
Armenia is ready to apply to international 
tribunal alongside with Azerbaijan to in-
vestigate alleged war crimes and ethnic 
cleansing committed by Armenia, Minister 
Mnatsakanyan pointed to crimes, commit-
ted by Azerbaijan.

”Have you heard about Baku? Have you 
heard about Sumgait, Maragha, have you 
heard about the occupation of Shahumyan 
region? Have you heard about the occupa-
tion of the part of Martakert region? Have 
you heard about the occupation of a part 
of the Martuni region? Do you want me to 
continue? This is exactly the point. Are you 
prepared to reduce rhetoric? Are you pre-
pared to understand our concerns? Are you 
prepared to engage in such dialogue? Or it 
is your truth or no truth? Or is it your way 
or no way? We will never have peace, if 
we are maximalists. That is the whole point 
that I was making about preparing popula-
tions to peace. You were talking about some 
problems that concern us. Do not pretend 
to be saints!” Minister Mnatsakanyan said. 
“I was saying there is a question of security. 
A question of security, that is the only se-
curity arrangement, that does not allow the 
resurgence of aggression, occupation – the 
words that you know and you use so often. 
Aggression, occupation and existential 
physical security threat to our compatriots 
– 150.000 Armenians. They are humans, 
they have names, they have families, they 
have homes, they have their physical secu-
rity concerns and there is no other security 
arrangement than what it is today. This is 
what the negotiations are about – how to 
come to something, which is not taking 
us to maximalist demands by one party 
at the expense of the other,” he added. 
In response to Azerbaijani representatives’ 
questions as to how it is possible to talk 
about peace when Armenia’s Prime Minis-
ter declares: “Artsakh is Armenia and pe-
riod” and what kind of steps were taken to 

prepare the population of Armenia to peace, 
Minister Mnatsakanyan noted: ”First of all 
I want to refer to something very import-
ant, refer to what the distinguished mem-
ber of parliament of Belarus was saying, 
his message I think is very important, the 
message was about the sense of owner-
ship of the peace process by those who are 
the actual stakeholders. You’re absolutely 
right, it is first of all for Armenia, Azer-
baijan, and Nagorno Karabakh, to bear the 
responsibility and to find a solution, to the 
peaceful resolution of the Nagorno Kara-
bakh conflict. And that also refers to the 
question, I think, Mr. Bakhtiar was asking.”  
“Look, the way in which the Prime Minis-
ter was putting the message of peace, which 
is acceptable to the people of Armenia, to 
the people of Nagorno Karabakh, and the 
people of Azerbaijan, was a message that 
deserves to be reciprocated, that is a mes-
sage which reflects on one very important 
premise, in finding a solution, and that is 
the capacity of the parties to look at the 
concerns of the other party, and calculate 
that balance of commitments in a way that 
reflects the concerns of each party,” the 
Foreign Minister noted.

“That is the sense of having a solution, 
which is acceptable to Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Nagorno Karabakh, to the people of 
Armenia, people of Nagorno Karabakh, 
people of Azerbaijan. I think, this is some-
thing that also builds on what the next 
question was about,” he added.

“Now, we have, as I have indicated, there 
are some proposals, some ideas, on which 
we are trying to build, the way in which we 
can in a depoliticize such people to people 
contact. Like, we are having this politicized 
contact, we are trying to blame each other, 
we are trying to be ignorant of the other 
party’s concerns. This demonstration of a 
politicized discussion is what, exactly what 
we do not need,”

“And I mentioned journalists, there are 
some various ideas, but we need, and there 
is a good understanding on both parties, 
now that we are talking with my colleague, 
the Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan, to do 
it in a way, in a careful way, that we can 
sustain what we are trying to do now, cre-
ate a platform in which some experience 
can be generated, so that we can continue 
and build on it, that the journalist exam-
ple I mentioned. We can start generating a 
new different narrative in our region, so far 
as the peaceful resolution of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict is concerned,” Zohrab 
Mnatsakanyan stated.

Have you heard about Sumgait, Maragha and Baku? 
Armenian FM tells Azerbaijani MP



NextPrevious

10 

11 November #40 (1261) 2019 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

SOCIETY

Armenia, Georgia launch joint Free Route Airspace

Economic reforms put Armenia on radar of yield-hungry investors
Armenia’s economy 

is growing faster than 
oil-rich Azerbaijan next 
door, bolstering inves-
tors’ willingness to lend 
to the impoverished, 
landlocked nation of 
three million people, 
authors Nvard Hov-
hannisyan, Margarita 
Antidze and Karin Stro-
hecker write in an article 
published by Nasdaq.

Nikol Pashinyan’s 
government has adopted 
a reform programme 
that aims to strengthen Armenia’s insti-
tutions and the rule of law, improve the 
business environment and clamp down on 
corruption.

It plans to increase the share of invest-
ment to gross domestic product (GDP) to 
23-25% in the next four years from around 
20% now and to raise the share of exports 
to 43-45% of GDP from 37%.

According to the article, when Armenia 
opened books for a Eurobond two months 
ago, demand was four times bigger than the 
offering, highlighting the new-found appeal 
of the tiny ex-Soviet republic among inves-

tors hungry for yield in a world of negative 
interest rates,

“Yerevan sold $500 million of 10-year 
Eurobonds in September, drawing demand 
of more than $2 billion in its third foray into 
international markets. It also bought back 
part of its inaugural 2013 dollar-bond due 
in 2020 in the September sale,” authors re-
mind.

Armenia’s 2025 bonds are yielding 3.9% 
– a touch above Azerbaijan’s and Uzbeki-
stan’s 2024 bonds at 3.3% and 3.5% respec-
tively. Returns on Armenia’s bonds in the 
JPMorgan emerging bonds benchmark has 
risen nearly 14% year-to-date compared to 

a 9.4% rise for Georgia.
“Armenian bonds out-

performed many of their 
regional peers this year, 
which is a sign that in-
vestors who bought 
them clearly trust on-
going reforms,” Igor 
Rapokhin, fixed income 
strategist at VTB Capi-
tal, told Reuters.

Economic growth in 
Armenia picked up to 
6.5% in year-on-year 
terms in the second 
quarter of 2019. This 

week the central bank raised its GDP 
growth forecast for this year to 6.9-7.1% 
from 4.9% due to the strength of both man-
ufacturing and services.

Next year Armenia will cut corporate tax 
to 18% from 20%, introduce a flat-rate in-
come tax of 23% and will hike tobacco and 
alcohol duties. Private firms with a turn-
over of less than $50,000 a year will benefit 
from zero taxes.

Economic growth is expected to slow in 
2020 as Armenia needs more structural 
reforms to become more competitive, offi-
cials and experts said.

Armenia and Georgia have announced the 
launching of the joint Free Route (FRA) 
Airspace South Caucasus, which allows 
to operate flights above 195 flight levels 
(FL 195) round the clock under simplified 
Cross Border operation.

About 125 flights are expected to use the 
concept daily, with the number expected to 
reach 40,000 annually.

The process has been carried out through 
the joint efforts of the specialists of the 
Armenian Civil Aviation Committee, the 
Georgian Civil Aviation Agency, EURO-

CONTROL, ARMATS CJSC and SA-
KAERONAVIGATSIA Ltd.

As a result, 28,714 miles of flight paths, 
3,872 minutes of flight time, 260,438 kg 
of fuel will be reduced annually, which, in 
turn, will contribute to environmental pro-

tection.
The Armenian Civil Aviation Committee 

notes that not all European countries can 
boast a similar concept.

Free route airspace (FRA) is a specified 
volume of airspace in which users may 
freely plan a route between a defined entry 
and exit point.

FRA is a way of overcoming the aviation 
sector’s efficiency, capacity and environ-
mental problems by helping reduce  fuel 
consumption and emissions, while improv-
ing flight efficiency.

https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/economic-reforms-put-armenia-on-radar-of-yield-hungry-investors-2019-11-07
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Lord Ara Darzi urges the British Parliament to 
recognize the Armenian Genocide

Serj Tankian: Recognizing the Armenian Genocide 
means being on the right side of history

Lord Ara Darzi has lauded the vote by the 
US House of Representatives to recognize 
the Armenian Genocide, and has expressed 
his dismay at the lack of a similar acknowl-
edgment by the British government.

“As the first Armenian in the British 
parliament, I am overjoyed at the vote by 
the US House of Representatives on Tues-
day last week to recognize the Armenian 
genocide of a century ago. But I remain 
dismayed by the British government’s re-
fusal to acknowledge the slaughter of an 
estimated 1.5 million Armenians in a wave 
of violence that followed the fall of the Ot-

toman empire,” Profes-
sor Ara Darzi said in a 
letter to The Guardian.

“It is a source of in-
tense pain and regret 
to me and my com-
patriots that our own 
government persists in 
denying the genocide 
out of fear of offend-
ing Turkey, a Nato ally. 
At least 20 countries 
around the world have 
formally recognized the 
massacre as genocide 
– among them France, 
Germany, Italy, Russia 
and the European par-

liament. Now the  House of Representa-
tives has joined them,” he added.

Prof. Darzi reminded that his great grand-
father and his sons were executed by Otto-
man government forces in 1915.

“His daughter, my grandmother, then a 
teenager, only escaped by pretending to be 
dead. She walked barefoot with her mother 
from Erzerum, where the family lived, ar-
riving weeks later in Mosul, northern Iraq. 
I was born in Baghdad, where we lived as 
refugees,” the letter reads.

“It is unconscionable for the British gov-

ernment to continue to deny the Armenian 
genocide. Genocide is a global issue. We 
have seen it in Rwanda and Darfur and in 
what happened to Christian communities 
at the hands of Isis in Syria and northern 
Iraq. The House resolution says the US 
government should no longer associate 
itself “with denial of the Armenian geno-
cide or any other genocide”. Our own par-
liament should do the same,” Lord Darzi 
concluded.

The US House of Representatives voted 
405 to 11 on October 29to adopt a reso-
lution (H. Res. 296) affirming the United 
States record on the Armenian Genocide.

The resolution establishes a proactive pol-
icy of recognizing Armenian genocide and 
challenge Turkey’s denials of the crime.

The resolution ensures that the United 
States commemorates the Armenian Geno-
cide through official recognition and re-
membrance and rejects efforts to enlist, 
engage, or otherwise associate the United 
States Government with denial of the Ar-
menian Genocide or any other genocide

It also encourages education and public 
understanding of the facts of the Arme-
nian Genocide, including the United States 
role in the humanitarian relief effort, and 
the relevance of the Armenian Genocide to 
modern-day crimes against humanity.

Turkey’s continued denial of both its 
past and present crimes against humanity 
proves that it is an insecure state, System 
Of A Down frontman Serj Tankian writes 
in a piece for NewEurope.

According to him, the recent passing of 
House Resolution 296 has highlighted the 
almost unbelievable roller coaster dynam-
ics of Turkey’s relationship with its NATO 
allies.

The Armenian Genocide has for decades 
been used by Turkey as political capital 
against well-known democracies around 
the world, Tankian writes.

The result, he says “has been an absolute 
disaster, hindering Turkish democracy, and 
helping to silence all those struggling for an 

egalitarian, secular state there.”
“Armenians around the world were devas-

tated to witness Turkey’s bombing of Kurd-
ish forces and civilians in Syria. It was like 
experiencing PTSD from a 100+-year-old 
genocide,” Tankian continues.

“As Armenian-Americans, we have 
fought for recognition of the genocide for 

many years. We will continue to fight for 
a Senate resolution of the same kind in 
the coming days and months. The impor-
tance of such resolutions is to finally make 
it clear to Turkey that there is a price to 
pay for genocide denial, for continuing to 
act with impunity against its own minori-
ties and activists and to shed international 
laws,” the musician writes.

Serj Tankian believes the Armenian Geno-
cide should serve as an important historical 
lesson to all. According to him, unpunished 
crimes against humanity that are ignored 
for economic or political gain by the inter-
national community will eventually lead to 
global disorder.

https://www.armenianchurch.org/index.jsp?&lng=en
https://en.armradio.am/2019/10/30/us-house-of-representatives-recognizes-the-armenian-genocide/
https://en.armradio.am/2019/10/30/us-house-of-representatives-recognizes-the-armenian-genocide/
https://www.neweurope.eu/article/recognising-the-armenian-genocide-means-being-on-the-right-side-of-history/?fbclid=IwAR1vcB8z1VSv4mnvNHMdfIgMspzCj_96ExaG0DNo-xmoja5t0h7gR5ksIRA
https://en.armradio.am/2019/10/30/us-house-of-representatives-recognizes-the-armenian-genocide/
https://en.armradio.am/2019/10/30/us-house-of-representatives-recognizes-the-armenian-genocide/
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By Gourgen James Khazhakian

Chief Correspondent

…For the first time in my life I heard Mo-
zart’s Requiem when I was 5 or 6: that was 
a vynil disc from my Mom’s (who, besides 
being a professional doctor, graduated from 
a musical college as a pianist) collection – 
“thick as a brick” one, traditional for 40s-
50s in the Soviet Union…I do not know 
why, but I loved “Lacrimosa” more than 
other parts of this masterpiece…

So dozens of years later, being whether 
in Moscow, Paris or Brussels this author 
rushed to enjoy Requiem again and again… 

But the one I heard on 8 November in Ye-
revan Opera House performed by Kaunas 
State Choir that visited Yerevan within the 
framework of world tour dedicated to 50th 
anniversary of professional artistic activity 
as well as 80th birthday of the orchestra Ar-
tistic Director and Chief Conductor since 
its very establishment, Laureate of the Na-
tional Award of Lithuania Professor Petras 
Bingelis, Armenian Opera House orchestra 
conducted by the Honored Artist of the 
Russian Federation Maestro Constantine 
Orbelian and the soloists Sofya Sayadyan 

(soprano), Sofia Tumanyan (mezzo-so-

prano), Hovannes Ayvazyan (tenor) and 
Zohrab Zohrabyan (bass), was very spe-
cial…And my favorite “Lacrimosa” was 
also a very special one…

So it was not occasional at all that the au-
dience in overcrowded hall was not letting 
the artists to go for a long…

Notably, Kaunas State Choir is well-know 
in the world, it toured all over world.

Since 1989 the Kaunas State Choir par-
ticipated in many prestigious festivals; the 

world stars such as Irina Arkhipova, Mont-
serrat Caballe, Dmitry Khvorostovsky of 
the blessed memory, others sung with the 
Choir. Finally, Kaunas Choir has performed 
more than 3,000 concerts in Lithuania and 
abroad.

In his interview with The Highlights at 
the reception just after concert that was 
attended members of the Lithuanian Em-
bassy in Yerevan led by Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary H.E. Mrs. 
Inga Stanytė-Toločkienė (accompanied by 
her husband) General and Artistic Director 
of the Al. Spendiaryan Opera and Ballet 
National Academic Theatre Constantine 
Orbelian in his short interview with your 
correspondent said the following: “I am 
really happy this remarkable evening 
with one of the best European choirs took 
place…Although they received a grant from 
the Lithuanian Government to visit Arme-
nia yet six months ago, I wanted them to 
sing here in Armenia just after our Moscow 
concert with Asmik (Hasmik) Grigoryan on 
6 November as Asmik is half-Armenian and 

half-Lithuanian so there is a kind of sym-
bolism in this…Generally speaking, the 
choir culture in Armenia should be pro-
moted and developed, and in this sense I’d 
like to note a kind of correlation between 
our Hovannes Chekijyan and Petras Binge-
lis…The first one is 90, and the second – 
80, and the both have been leading their 
choirs for more tna a half-century…”.

Maestro Orbelian said he has been having 
cooperation with the Kaunas State Choir for 
7-8 years already. In particular, the Choir 
participated in recording of “Simon Boc-
canegra” (nominated recently for Grammy) 
and “Rigoletto” operas by Verdi; the both 
was starring by Dmitri Khvorostovsky of 
the blessed memory. 

In turn, speaking with yours truly, Mae-
stro Bingelis said he has been familiar 
enough with the Armenian music; the Choir 
he has been leading since its establishment 
in 1969 performed works of Armenian 
composers from Komitas to Alexander Ha-
rutyunyan and so they were eager to sing 
works by our contemporary composers. 
He noted that the Kaunas State Choir has 

already performed in Yerevan, but…in far 
already 1979…

Petras Bingelis heaped praise to Maestro 
Hovannes Chekijyan calling him “a leg-
end” and added that he was present at many 
concerts of Capella under Chekijyan’s lead-
ership. In his interwiew with the Aravot 
Daily’s Samvel 

Armenian-Lithuanian Music Cooperation: Kaunas Choir 
Participates in Mozart Requiem with Armenian 

Opera House Orchestra and the Soloists

 page 14
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Within the frameworks of the EU Film 
Festivals initiative the European Union 
Delegation to Armenia and the EUNIC Ar-
menia Cluster of EU National Institutes for 
Culture organize this year the second EU 
Film Festival in Armenia offering the best 
production of European cinema and creat-
ing space for intercultural dialogue.

About 140 EU delegations in the world 
are involved in organization of European 
film festivals with a view to promote the 
European Union, and showcase European 
culture. 

The EU Film Festival in Armenia will run 
from November 10 to December 2, 2019 
in 4 cities of Armenia, including Yerevan, 
Gyumri, Dilijan and Vanadzor. This year 
the programme of main screenings includes 

12 films of recent cinema production of 12 
EU Member States, including Finland as 
the EU Presidency country, which first time 
this year has joined the Festival.

The rich programme of the festival in-
cludes Yerevan premieres of films bysuch 
prominent directors as Roy Andersson, 
Angniezka Holland, Nora Fingscheidt, Jes-
sica Woodworth, Richard Billingham and 
many others. Winner titles from this year’s 
Cannes, Berlinale and Venice Film Festi-
vals. Besides the main film screenings fes-
tival will be accompanied by public talks 
and master classes hosted by local and 
international professionals of the field, in-
cluding public talk “Festivals in the Age of 
Streaming” by Jens Geiger and “Restoring 
Armenia’s Film Heritage” by Daniel Bird.

The International EurasiaDoc film plat-
form once again will give a change to the 
emerging filmmakers to present their proj-
ect and pitch them to internationally ac-
knowledged producers for future funding 
and collaboration. Rich film program in 
the regions will support the development 
of cultural atmosphere outside Yerevan.

 As an exclusive part, the program of the 
Festival includes a first ever special film 
competition “Women in Motion” to pro-
mote Armenian female filmmakers.   10 
films of Armenian production from recent 
years will be screened for the audience and 
the members of jury from 11 to 13 No-
vember who will choose one winner film, 
which will be awarded with mentorship and 
support from international and local mem-
bers of the jury.

The grand opening of the Festival will 
be held at Moscow Cinema at 16:30 on 10 
November 2019. The Grand opening will 
be followed by the premiere of the opening 
film of French Italian co-production “GLO-
RIA MUNDI” by renowned Armenian film 
director Robert Guédiguian.

H.E. Mrs Andrea Wiktorin, EU Am-
bassador to Armenia, H.E. Mr. Jonathan 
Lacôte Ambassador of France in Armenia 
and other high-level guests will deliver a 
speech during the opening ceremony.

The deadline for applying 
for “NerUZH” Youth Startup 
Program  is over. Over 80 
startups from different parts 
of the world - USA, Aus-
tralia, China, Germany, En-
gland, France, Spain, Estonia, 
Czech Republic, Ireland, 
South Korea, Russia, Georgia, 
Egypt, have applied, Noyan 
Tapan was informed from the 
Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Diaspora Affairs.

Afterwards, the applications 
will be viewed, interviews 
will be taken and the winners will be invited to Armenia to participate in 

a gathering from December 16-20 in 
the International School of Dilijan, to 
get acquainted with the opportunities 
for startups and doing business in 
Armenia, as well as listen to the best 
experts of the sphere, cooperate with 
local partners and to develop their 
ideas. The winners will receive 15-20 
thousand USD grants and a complete 
support for establishing their business 
in Armenia.

The project is organized by 
the Office of the High  Commis-
sioner  for  Diaspora Affairs and the 
Ministry of High-Tech Industry of 
Armenia.

Second European Film Festival to be held in Armenia

Over 80 Diaspora-Armenian start-ups express 
willingness to operate in Armenia
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page 13 
Danielyan professor Petras Bingelis said 
that every time listening this or that work 
performed by the Armenian Capella he was 
astounded by new sound of the piece. “I 
want Armenian and Lithuanian choirs ex-
changes will take place more often”, he 
concluded.

Coming back to the just-ended concert, 

Maestro Bingelis told your author that he 
was satisfied with the Armenian Opera 
House orchestra’s play, calling it “a flexible 
one”. He also praised our soloists and said 
that Armenia has been having “a very good 
vocal school”.

By the way, about soloists: your author 
enjoyed for several times numbers by Sofya 
Sayadyan, Hovannes Ayvazyan and Zohrab 
Zohrabyan, but Sofia Tumanyan became a 
surprise for me – a brilliant mixture of her 
nice voice, beautiful appearance and “liter-
ate” performance let yours truly consider 
her as a rising star of Armenian and, why 
not, international stages.

Below The Highlights readers could find 
some principal extracts from Sofia’s bio 
(that is pretty impressive):
In 2011, she graduated the piano 
department of the Komitas Yerevan State 
Conservatory with a bachelor’s degree. 
From 2009 to 2014, studying under the 
guidance of Maestro Gegham Grigoryan, 
she graduated from the Department of 
Classic Vocal Music of the State 
Conservatory, receiving her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees with honours. In 
2016-2018 she has got training in the 
Opera House  Young Artists Program 
(Head of Program Levon Javadyan). Since 
2016, she has studied under the guidance 

of Maestro Antonio Lemmo. 
In 2010, as a soloist of Sharakan spiritual 
ancient music ensemble, she had 
performed at the Cankar Hall in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia and at St. Hripsime 
Church in Vienna, Austria and toured 
throughout Armenia (conductor: Daniel 
Yerazhisht). 
In 2011, she performed in Spring 
Remembrance performance concert in 
Leighton House Museum in London, UK. 
Since 2015, she is a guest soloist of A. 
Spendiarian National Academic Theatre 
of Opera and Ballet. In 2015, she 
performed the role of Azucena in Giuseppe 

Verdi’s Il Trovatore opera (conductor: 
Gianluca Marcianò, Italy) and acted as 
Adalgisa in Bellini’s Norma in 2016 
(conductor: Gianluca Marcianò). 
In 2017 she sang various concerts in the 
43rd Festival della Valle d’Itria in 

Martina Franca, Italy. Sofia Tumanyan 
received a Special Prize for outstanding 

dramatic expression of the Aram 
Khachaturian International Competition 
in 2017 from Richard Rodzinski. 
In 2018, she performed as a soloist in 
concerts with Croatian Chamber 
Orchestra in Croatian Music Institute in 
Zagreb, Salzburg Mozarteum Great Hall 
and Vienna Musikverein Golden Hall. In 
the same year, she won the Second Prize 
at the Angelo Affinita International 
Singing Competition (Italy). In December 
2018, she performed the role of Glaša in 
Leoš Janáček’s Káťa Kabanová opera in 
Teatro di San Carlo in Naples. 
In February-March 2019, invited by 
Maestro Gianni Tangucci, participated in 
masterclasses at Accademia del Maggio 
Musicale Fiorentino in Florence. 

In June 2019, she performed in Beetho-
ven’s 9th Symphony with Orchestra della 
Svizzera Italiana in Lugano (conductor: 
Markus Poschner). Subsequently, she per-
formed in Mozart’s Requiem in Festival 
Souni dal Golfo in Lerici (conductor: Gi-
anluca Marcianò) and National Academic 
Theatre of Opera and Ballet of Armenia 
(conductor: Constantine Orbelian).

According to Levon Javadyan, Head of 
the Young Artsts Program of the Opera 
House (where Sofia was trained), the time 
has come to keep our young talents here in 
Armenia, meantime not hindering their in-
ternational recognition.

Photographs by Tigran Araqelyan of 
Opera House
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To -
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 

or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 

such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti -
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin -

again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard -
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead -
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.
“Our government is intent on 

having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”
“Our aim is to have a strong 

homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 

party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 

-

accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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