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Tigran Mansuryan - 80

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan joined his daughters to attend a concert at A. Spendiaryan National Academic Opera and Ballet 
Theater, devoted to renowned Armenian composer, RA Honored Art Figure, RA People’s Artist Tigran Mansuryan. The concert is being 
held within the framework of Maestro Mansourian-80, dedicated to the 80th anniversary of Tigran Mansuryan.

The symphonic orchestra performed works by the master of classical music of Armenian classical music. In his speech, Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan emphasized that Tigran Mansuryan is one of the greatest figures of our contemporary art and music.

“But we usually record the fact because it is more visible and perceptible and sometimes, we don’t notice the path that is actually more 
important. On January 27 as I had the opportunity to visit the maestro to congratulate him on his birthday and spend some time in his 
family environment, I discovered a new Tigran Mansuryan for me because I understood the perception that people usually have and 
certainly have in the case of Tigran Mansuryan , needs some revision, because I am sure a lot of musicians, artists, just seeing and look-
ing at Tigran Mansuryan, they say, here’s a lucky man, here’s a successful man, here’s a story of a successful life, here’s a person born 
under a lucky star is listening.

In fact, however, this is not a gift of fortune to man, but a victory of destiny, because a man born in Lebanon as a refugee and hoping 
for a good life in Soviet Armenia, found himself in an extremely difficult social situation, in extremely difficult conditions, and here is 
the point. has been able to rise to the floor of creative glory.

This story is more important to me because when the maestro was telling his story that day, so it 
is in 90 percent of Armenian families, his relatives say, well, those difficult stories, difficulties, 
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Prime Minister of Armenia 
NIkol Pashinyan received UEFA 
President Aleksander Ceferin on 
September 5. President of the 
Football Federation of Armenia 
Artur Vanetsyan was also pres-
ent at the meeting.

As Noyan Tapan was informed 
from the Office of the Prime 
Minister of Armenia, the PM 
welcomed Aleksander Cefer-
in’s visit to Armenia and high-
lighted the close and productive 
cooperation between UEFA and 
the Football Federation of Armenia for the 
benefit of the development of football in 
Armenia. Nikol Pashinyan particularly em-
phasized the support by the UEFA to the 
development of football infrastructures in 
Armenia, noting that as a result of that a 
range of projects aimed at popularization of 
football in the country are carried out.

 Nikol Pashinyan expressed confidence 
that the visit of the UEFA President will 
foster the partnership between the UEFA 

and the Football Federation of Armenia, in-
cluding in the direction of the construction 
of the national stadium in Armenia.

Aleksander Ceferin thanked the Armenian 
PM for the warm reception and for being 
focused on the development of football. 
The UEFA President expressed satisfaction 
over the cooperation with the partners of 
the Football Federation of Armenia, noting 
that the UEFA will continue fostering the 
development of football in Armenia, in-
cluding the infrastructures.

It was particularly mentioned 
that with the support of UEFA 
76 stadiums with artificial turf 
will be constructed in the re-
gions of Armenia during this 
year, as well as necessary stuff 
will be provided to the Foot-
ball Federation of Armenia for 
the implementation of projects 
aimed at the development of 
futsal and women’s football.

The UEFA President noted 
that in the modern world foot-
ball has become a separate 

branch of economy, where huge amounts 
of money are circulated. The interlocutors 
shared the opinion that football plays an 
important role in the social life for uniting 
and consolidating different peoples.

During the meeting the interlocutors also 
referred to the upcoming projects of coop-
eration between the UEFA and the Football 
Federation of Armenia.

Aleksander Ceferin presented Nikol Pash-
inyan with a football ball.

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan has held 
a meeting on September 6 at the Govern-
ment Headquarters with a group of resi-
dents of Jermuk, Vayots Dzor.

The meeting focused on the situation re-
garding the Amulsar gold mine project, the 

PM’s Office said in a news release.
Earlier in August PM Pashinyan person-

ally visited the town of Jermuk and met the 
local population to discuss the matter.

“In particular, the Environmental Impact 
Assessment procedures, the monitoring 

issue, the legal, economic and environ-
mental aspects and public concerns were 
addressed,” reads the news release.

The PM attached importance to the gov-
ernment-society dialogue over issues of 
public concern and noted that the solution 
to the Amulsar issue must be based on Ar-
menia’s balanced interest, and that future 
steps must be taken by taking into account 
the importance of viewing all components 
of the project in a complex whole, the PM’s 
Office said.

The Amulsar gold mine project, a pro-
gram operated by Lydian Armenia – the 
subsidiary of gold developer Lydian Ar-
menia - is currently stopped pending the 
government’s approval for resumption of 
operations. The Ministry of Environment 
has requested the National Academy of Sci-
ences to assess the Environmental Impact 
Assessment of the project.

PM Pashinyan receives UEFA President

PM again meets Jermuk residents to discuss Amulsar project
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(RFE/RL- Yerevan)- Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan met 
with his political allies, envi-
ronmental activists and the 
chief executive of a Western 
mining company on Friday to 
discuss the future of its contro-
versial project to develop Ar-
menia’s Amulsar gold deposit.

Pashinyan briefed parliament 
deputies from his My Step alli-
ance on the status of the stalled 
project and answered questions 
from them. He declined to talk 
to journalists after the three-hour meeting behind the closed doors.

Alen Simonyan, a senior My Step figure and deputy speaker of 
the Armenian parliament, gave no details of what Pashinyan told 
his loyalists. He said that the participants of the meeting did not 
arrive at any “conclusion.”

“The prime minister’s position is known,” Simonyan told the 
press. “As for his remarks, they were about the existing situation.”

Pashinyan went on to hold separate meetings with activists op-
posed to the project and Edward Sellers, the interim chief execu-
tive of the British-American company Lydian International that 
had received in 2016 a government license to mine gold at Amulsar.

Lydian has had no access to the planned mining site ever since 
several dozen environmental protesters started blocking all roads 
leading to it in June 2018. The latter want the Armenian authorities 
to ban the project, saying that it would wreak havoc on the envi-
ronment. Lydian maintains that it would use modern technology 
that would prevent such damage.

According to a government statement, Pashinyan told the activ-
ists from Jermuk, a resort town over 10 kilometers north of Amul-

sar, that he believes a solution to the 
dispute should be based on “Armenia’s 
balanced interests.” The statement did not 
say whether he told them the government 
is planning to enable Lydian to resume its 
operations or on the contrary pull the 
plug on the multimillion-dollar project.

Pashinyan’s press office also reported 
few details of his talks with Sellers. It 
said they discussed the results of an inde-
pendent environmental audit of Lydian’s 
project commissioned by the government 
and conducted by a Lebanese consulting 
firm, ELARD.

ELARD sent a written report to Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee about a month ago. According to the law-enforcement body, the 
report concluded that gold mining at Amulsar will pose only “man-
ageable” risks to the environment if Lydian takes “mitigating 
measures” recommended by ELARD.

Pashinyan echoed that assessment on August 19 when he signaled 
his intention to restore Lydian’s access to Amulsar. But he then 
decided to ask ELARD experts to personally explain their findings 
at a video conference held ten days later.

The experts said they cannot definitively evaluate environmental 
dangers of the project Lydian because had submitted flawed and 
incomplete information to Armenian regulatory authorities. Lydian 
responded by accusing them of misleading Pashinyan’s govern-
ment.

Pashinyan said at the end of the Skype call that the government 
might require Lydian to go through a fresh licensing process which 
would probably take months. The government has announced no 
decisions to that effect yet.

Soon Armenia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Zohrab Mnatsakan-

yan and Azerbaijan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Elmar Mammad-
yarov will hold another meeting.

FM Mnatsakanyan confirmed it to a news conference today but 
didn’t disclose specific timeframes.

“Our government has very clearly expressed the seriousness of 
our intentions to actively work in the direction of the peaceful set-
tlement process of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict, and the number 
of the meetings this year between the foreign ministers and leaders 
of the two countries is already showing this seriousness. Our meet-
ing is outlined, it will take place soon, we have an agreement to 
announce the meeting simultaneously and naturally I wouldn’t 
want to breach it [agreement],” Mnatsakanyan said.

Mnatsakanyan and Mammadyarov last met on June 20 in the 
United States.

POLITICS

Pashinyan in fresh meetings on key mining project

Armenian, Azerbaijani FMs to meet “soon”

Armenia -- Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan (R) meets with 
Edward Sellers, interim chief executive of Lydian International, 
Yerevan, September 6, 2019.
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The situation in Armenian prisons is 
under control and there are no problems as-
sociated with it, Deputy Speaker of Parlia-
ment Alen Simonyan from the ruling My 
Step bloc told reporters referring to the dis-
obediences that took place in correctional 
facilities September 5.

“I am aware that the situation is currently 
under control and there are no problems 
whatsoever. I can once again insist that the 
Republic of Armenia isn’t for criminal au-

thorities,” Simonyan said referring to the 
so-called organized crime hierarchy sub-
culture in prisons which is being tackled by 
the government. 

Inmates in several prisons of Armenia dis-
played disobedience in the evening of Sep-
tember 5, but the actions were stopped by 
the Department of Corrections.

Minister of Justice Rustam Badasyan had 
earlier confirmed that the situation is under 
control.

Badasyan said he will take actions based 
on the situation in case of possible develop-
ments.

The lawyers of 2nd President of Armenia 
Robert Kocharyan plan to file a motion to 
the court following the decision of the Con-
stitutional Court of Armenia, demanding to 
suspend the detention of their client, AR-

MENPRESS was in-
formed from the lawyers 
team of Robert Kochar-
yan.

The Constitutional 
Court of Armenia has 
issued its verdict over 
ex-President Robert Ko-
charyan’s appeal re-
garding his arrest.

Robert Kocharyan, 
currently in pre-trial de-
tention on charges of 
“overthrowing constitu-

tional order” during the 2008 Yerevan un-
rest, requested the Constitutional Court to 
determine whether or not his arrest is con-

stitutional, i.e. whether paragraph 2 of Arti-
cle 135 and Article 35 of the Criminal 
Procedures Code are in conformity with the 
Constitution.

On September 4, the Constitutional Court 
delivered a verdict, partly approving Ko-
charyan’s motion.

The Constitutional Court ruled that Arti-
cle 35 of the Criminal Procedures Code 
contradicts respective articles of the Con-
stitution and is invalid in terms of not en-
visaging official immunity among the 
circumstances which exclude criminal 
prosecution.

The Constitutional Court, however, ruled 
that paragraph 2 of Article 135 is constitu-
tional.

Armenia is preparing for the upcoming 
Summit of the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU), Foreign Minister 
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan said during press 
conference on September 6

President of Iran Hassan Rouhani and 
Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien 
Loong are expected to attend the Sum-
mit.

“We are preparing for this Summit. We 
expect that it will be held with the par-
ticipation of heads of EAEU member 

states and guests who cooperate with the 
EAEU, including Iran and Singapore”, 
the FM said.

The EAEU Summit will take place in 
Yerevan on October 1.

Earlier Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan invited the Iranian 
President and Singapore’s PM to partic-
ipate in the Summit.

Armenia is no place for mobsters, says Deputy 
Speaker on situation in prisons

Kocharyan’s lawyers plan to file motion following Constitutional 
Court’s decision

Iranian President, Singapore’s PM expected to attend upcoming 
EAEU Summit in Yerevan
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Armenia is ready to establish relations 
with Turkey without preconditions, Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakan-
yan told a press conference on September 
6.

He added, however, that “there is no good 
news today,” as the process involves two 
parties.

Unfortunately, he said, “we have realities 
that can in no way be welcome.”

“It’s the fact of the rejection of the Zurich 

process by Turkey, it’s the fact of the con-
tinuing blockade and the biased stance on 
the Karbaakh issue. It’s the fact of the de-
nial and justification of the Armenian Gen-
ocide,” Zohrab Mnatsakanyan noted.

September 6, 2008 marked the start of 
“football diplomacy.” Then Turkish Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul visited Yerevan to watch 
a football match between the national 
teams of Armenia and Turkey. President of 
Armenia Serzh Sargsyan visited Bursa on a 
return visit to watch a football match be-
tween the national teams of Armenia and 
Turkey on October 14, 2009.

The “football diplomacy” led to the sign-
ing of two protocols between Armenia and 
Turkey. On 10 October 2009, Turkish For-
eign Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu and Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Eduard 

Nalbandyan signed in Zurich the two pro-
tocols in a ceremony attended also by 
then U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton, EU High Representative for Common 
Foreign and Security Policy Javier 
Solana, French Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Bernard Kouchner and Foreign Minis-
ter of Russia Sergey Lavrov.

The Protocols required ratification from 
parliaments of both countries. In February 
2015, the Armenian part, represented by 
President Sargsyan recalled the proto�-
cols from parliament, citing the “absence of 
political will” on the Turkish side.

 Then, in December 2017 citing lack of 
any “positive progress towards their imple-
mentation” by Turkey, the Armenian side 
vowed to declare them void and null, which 
Armenia formally did on 1 March 2018.

The Lusavor Hayastan (Bright Armenia, 
LHK) faction of the Armenian Parliament 
expects MP Arman Babajanyan to return 
his mandate of lawmaker, LHK spokesper-
son Aren Petunts said on Facebook shortly 
after the MP announced he is quitting the 
faction.

“Lusavor Hayastan faction respects Mr. 
Arman Babajanyan’s principled stance and 

expects 
him to re-
turn with 
the same 
principled 
manner the 
mandate he 
has  re-
ceived by 
the Lusa-
vor Hayas-
tan Party 
propor-
tional list. 
We thank 

Mr. Babajanyan for his work at the Lusavor 
Hayastan faction and we wish him good 
luck in his future activities,” Petunts said.

Member of Parliament Arman Babajan-
yan from the opposition Lusavor Hayastan 
(Bright Armenia) Party has announced his 
intentions to quit his membership to the 
faction, but he said he is still undecided 

whether or not he will remain an independ-
ent lawmaker or he will quit at all.

“We haven’t seen creativity, pro-active-
ness and innovation from the opposition. 
The opposition has failed in being better 
that the government, its mission of the fu-
ture’s hope, just like it has failed in its 
highly important role of being an alterna-
tive to the government. The abovemen-
tioned reasons and factors are making me 
no longer compatible with the Lusavor 
Hayastan faction of the National Assembly, 
which unfortunately has made me to make 
the difficult decision of leaving it. I will an-
nounce it at the beginning of the upcoming 
sitting of parliament. I will soon announce 
whether I am also refusing from the man-
date of lawmaker or if I will continue my 
active political activities as an independent 
lawmaker,” Babajanyan said in a Facebook 
statement.

He also mentioned several other reasons 
for withdrawing from the faction.

Armenia ready to establish relations with Turkey without 
preconditions – FM

LHK faction expects MP Arman Babajanyan to return mandate

https://en.armradio.am/2015/02/16/armenian-president-recalls-armenian-turkish-protocols-from-parliament/
https://en.armradio.am/2015/02/16/armenian-president-recalls-armenian-turkish-protocols-from-parliament/
https://en.armradio.am/2018/03/01/armenia-declares-turkey-protocols-void/
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ECONOMY

Armenia a big market for major French company: THALES Group sums 
up results of Yerevan visit

THALES Group, one of the 
world’s leading French compa-
nies, continues to observe Ar-
menia outlining the directions 
through which it will be possi-
ble to form a new Armeni-
an-French cooperation in the 
future.

For this purpose, the compa-
ny’s delegation arrived in Ar-
menia at the invitation of 
President Armen Sarkissian.

During their visit the delega-
tion representatives already met 
with the Cabinet members, in-
cluding Minister of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sport 
Arayik Harutyunyan, Minister 
of Economy Tigran Khacha-
tryan, Deputy minister of High 
technological industry Gegham 
Vardanyan. They visited lead-
ing technological companies, in 
particular Synopsis Armenia, 
BetConstruct and TUMO 

Center for Creative Technolo-
gies. THALES Group officials 
examined the Armenian experi-
ence in high technologies.

THALES Vice President, re-
gional director Paul Remi, who 
visits Armenia for already the 
third time, told reporters that 
this visit was very important. 
“The purpose of our visit is to 
collect as much information as 
possible within the framework 
of the working group formed 

between Armenia and THALES  
to clarify the potential areas 
through which we can be repre-
sented in your country”, he 
said.

Asked whether there are al-
ready agreements reached, Paul 
Remi said it’s a little bit early to 
talk about that. “There are very 
good cooperation prospects. We 
are a major company and do not 
want to just give promises. Our 
goal is to achieve tangible re-

sults. Yes, we have plans to co-
operate with the Armenian 
ecosystem in the field of high 
technologies. But we need to 
work hard to clarify the real and 
tangible directions”, he said. He 
specifically highlighted artifi-
cial intelligence as a field with 
a great cooperation potential.

According to Paul Remi, Ar-
menia is rich of resources. “As 
a high technological company 
we view Armenia as a big mar-
ket. Armenia is a small country, 
but has very strong educational 
and technological foundations, 
and this is a great advantage for 
a company like THALES”, he 
said, adding that the visits to 
Armenia will continue.

THALES Group is one of the 
world’s leading French compa-
nies providing services for the 
aerospace, defense, transporta-
tion and security markets.

In January-July 2019, compared to January-July 2018, Armenia’s 
external trade turnover grew by 2.3%. The export increased by 3% 
and the import by 1.9%, according to the report released by the 
Statistical Committee.

In July, compared to June, the export from Armenia grew by 
6.8%, and the import by 6.5%.

The export growth rates have also accelerated. In particular, if in 
June 2019, compared to June 2018, the export grew by 1.2%, in 
July 2019, compared to July 2018, the export increased by 19.5%.

The biggest share in Armenia’s external trade turnover as of Jan-

uary-July 2019 belonged to the CIS states – 30.9%, of which 
27.5% belongs to Russia. The trade turnover with the EU states 
comprises 21.8% of the entire external trade turnover. China and 
Switzerland have a big share – 11.9% and 6.4% respectively.

The volumes of goods exported to the CIS states in January-July 
2019 increased by 10%, and that to the EU states decreased by 
22.7%. The volumes of goods exported to other countries increased 
by 17.9%. The volume of goods exported to Russia grew by 9.4%.

As for the EU states, in January-July the volumes of goods ex-
ported to Italy and the Netherlands increased by 23.2% and 40.3% 
respectively, however, the export to Belgium, Bulgaria and Ger-
many has declined.

The export to China, as well as to Switzerland and Iraq has dras-
tically increased – 72.6%, 25.3% and 25.5% respectively. The ex-
port volumes have declined to the USA, UAE and Iran.

In the aforementioned period the export volumes of precious and 
semi-precious stones, metals have increased by 38.8%.  10.3% in-
crease has been registered in the export volumes of ready-made 
food products.

Export grows in Armenia by 3% January-July 2019
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Government funds pay rise for teachers
The Armenian gov-

ernment allocated on 
September 5 1.7 bil-
lion drams ($3.5 mil-
lion) for financing 
this year a 10 percent 
increase in the sala-
ries of schoolteachers 
effective from Sep-
tember 1.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan promised the pay rise in March 
when he touted additional tax revenues collected by the State Rev-
enue Committee (SRC).

The measure will affect the nearly 38,000 teachers of Armenia’s 
public schools. Their monthly salary has averaged approximately 

80,000 drams until now.
The average monthly wage in Armenia currently stands at over 

187,000 drams ($392), according official statistics.
“We certainly don’t regard this pay rise as revolutionary,” Pash-

inyan said at the latest cabinet meeting in Yerevan. “On the other 
hand, this is the beginning of a process which will continue if we 
manage to put in place the right mechanisms.”

Education Minister Arayik Harutiunyan said in this regard that 
his ministry hopes to raise the teachers’ minimum wage to 108,000 
drams already next year through the introduction of a “new for-
mula for financing schools.” He denied “false” reports about ongo-
ing massive staff cuts in the chronically underfunded schools.

“The staff cuts have been ordinary, just like they were in the 
past,” said Harutiunyan. “They are mainly to do with [teachers’] 
retirement age.”

High-tech Ministers from 20 countries confirm participation in WCIT 
2019 Yerevan

Lebanese Armenians building 600-house district in Kotayk

High-tech Ministers from 20 
countries have confirmed their 
participation in the Ministerial 
roundtable to be held within 
the framework of the World 
Congress on Information 
Technologies (WCIT) 2019 in 
Yerevan, Armenia’s Minister 
of High-Tech Industry Hakob 
Arshakyan said in a Facebook 
post.

The World Congress on In-
formation Technology (WCIT 
2019), one of the largest and 

most prestigious ICT events in the world, 

will be held in Yerevan this 
year from October 6-9.

The three-day congress will 
bring together over 2,500 
participants from around 70 
countries: information and 
communication technology 
leaders, CEOs and investors, 
policy makers and government 
officials, academics, and tech-
nologists. This year’s theme 
is The Power of Decentraliza-
tion: Promise and Peril.

Lebanese Armenian investors are plan-
ning to build a 600-house district on the 
territory of the city of Yeghvard, Governor 
of Kotayk Province informs in a Facebook 
post.

The district will house 2,800 people. 
Seven houses have already been built in the 
neighborhood called “Mari.” The construc-
tion of the rest is under way.

The district will have a kindergarten, an 
educational complex, a church, shopping 

centers and entertainment 
places.

Investors say they thus 
want to contribute to the re-
inforcement of Armenia-Di-
aspora ties.

The Governor said to be 
ready to support any initia-
tive that meets the interests 
of the community.
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French Government, Council of Europe invite Armenian Ombudsman 
to deliver remarks

Government provides 720 mln drams for assisting persons affected 
during 2008 March 1-2 events

At the special invitation of the French 
Government and the Council of Europe, 
Armenia’s Ombudsman Arman Tatoyan 
has delivered remarks at the Council of Eu-
rope Committee of Ministers session.

The session was dedicated to “respective 
contributions of national human rights in-
stitutions and ombudspersons to human 
rights and the rule of law”.

Tatoyan presented the Armenian Human 
Rights Defender’s activities and experi-
ence, as well as principles and methods of 
work.

He presented how he is working with 

the civil society and state bodies, ensuring 
high level of independence and significant 
growth of productivity, the Ombudsman’s 
Office said in a news release. Tatoyan at-
tached importance to the cooperation hav-
ing strong institutional foundations that is 
established with parliament.

For example, he noted that during the 
spring session the parliament adopted a 
legislative package relating to the correc-
tional system, which was developed by the 
Ombudsman’s Office and which was later 
signed into law by the President, and then 
joint work was done with the Justice Min-

istry and the parliamentary committee on 
state-legal affairs. Tatoyan noted that this 
proves the important trilateral cooperation 
format.

He noted that active and productive co-
operation has also been developed with the 
parliamentary committee on human rights 
and social affairs, as well as the Office of 
the Representative at the ECHR under the 
PM’s Office.

“We are also actively cooperation with 
international human rights organizations. 
Due to impartial principles of work, the Ar-
menian Human Rights Defender’s reports 
are recognized as an important source at the 
European Court of Human Rights, which 
are referred to while making judgments re-
lating to Armenia. The Human Rights De-
fender has been included as a third party 
in a case examined at the ECHR, which is 
an exclusive practice. We are successfully 
continuing to present to the Council of Eu-
rope Committee of Ministers the Ombuds-
man’s special stances regarding ECHR 
judgments,” he said.

Tatoyan said that together with the civil 
society they will soon develop stances re-
garding the implementation of Armenia-re-
lated ECHR judgments.

The Armenian government provided 720 
million drams from the reserve fund to the 
justice ministry aimed at providing assis-
tance to persons affected and families of 
those killed during the 2008 March 1-2 
protests in Yerevan.

During today’s Cabinet meeting justice 
minister Rustam Badasyan said the families 
of persons killed during these events will 
be provided with 30 million drams, those 
affected seriously – 15 million drams, and 
the persons affected slightly will receive 5 
million drams.

Based on the calculation results, assis-
tance will be provided to the families of 
10 killed persons, 10 persons who suffered 
serious injuries and 54 people with minor 
injuries.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said this 
is not compensation, but an assistance. 
“My position is that given the well-known 
circumstances we should make decisions 
on the compensation issue based on the 
decisions made by the European Court of 
Human Rights. Why I say this, I state this 
for a special reason because it’s a known 

fact, I am also connected with March 1-2 
events, and it’s very important to make 
maximally objective decisions on this mat-
ter”, the PM said.
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The Armenian Government has approved 
the recommendation to sign the Arme-
nia-Germany Implementation Protocol of 
the agreement on readmission of people 

residing without permits between Armenia 
and the EU.

The document was discussed at the Cabi-
net meeting on September 5.

According to the government, in the be-
ginning of the visa liberalization dialogue 
with Armenia the EU is attaching impor-
tance to Armenia’s readiness in supporting 
in the issue of the return of its citizens re-
siding under irregular statuses in EU coun-
tries. The Government of Armenia spares 
no efforts in the direction of successfully 
implementing the implementation process 
of the agreements on return, including read-
mission.

From 2012 to 2017 Armenia received 
1446 readmission applications for 2812 
people, but the number grew and in 2018 
alone reached 1030 applications for 2045 
people. Most applications come from Ger-
many.

The Armenian government ap-
proved the draft decision on approv-
ing the proposal to sign a free trade 
zone agreement between the Eura-
sian Economic Union (EAEU), its 
member states and Serbia.

During today’s Cabinet meeting 
Minister of Economy of Armenia Ti-
gran Khachatryan said the Eurasian 
Economic Commission (EEC) held 
three negotiation phases with Serbia 
regarding the signing of the free trade 
agreement.

The minister said that three member 
states of the EAEU-Russia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, have already signed bi-
lateral free trade agreements with 
Serbia, and the signing of this agree-
ment aims at creating new trade op-
portunities for Armenia and Kyrgyzstan.

The agreement contains set of tools for contemporary regulating 
duties aimed at ensuring the stability, predictability and transpar-
ency of commercial processes.

Armenia and Germany to sign implementation protocol of 
readmission agreement

Armenian government approves proposal to sign EAEU-Serbia free 
trade agreement
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A witness at the time of the murder, whose 
testimony was thrown out, says he is will-
ing to submit his testimony again

BY ARA KHACHATOURIAN

The murder case was officially closed in 
2002. However, the brutal beating death of 
Javakhk resident and Armenian Revolu-
tionary Federation member Poghos Pogho-
sian at a popular Yerevan café on September 
25, 2001 and the subsequent trial of one of 
then-president Robert Kocharian’s body-
guards, Aghamal Harutunyan, who re-
ceived a suspended sentence for involuntary 
manslaughter, has not faded from memory.

Late on the evening of September 24, 
2001, Poghosian and his friend Stepan Na-
lbandyan were at the popular Aragast Café, 
known as the Paplavok jazz club in Yerevan 
when Kocharian and his entourage of heav-
ily-armed bodyguards entered the café ac-
companied by Charles Aznavour. Upon 
their departure, Poghosian reportedly ap-
proached the Kocharian entourage and said 
“What’s up Rob (Privet Rob),” (short for 
Robert). Minutes after this encounter, seven 
Kocharian bodyguards, among them Haru-
tunyan, who is known as “Kuku,” stormed 
the café’s subterranean lavatory where they 
allegedly beat Nalbandyan and Poghosian, 
who was later pronounced dead.

At the time of the trial, the ARF in Arme-
nia called the official investiga-
tion “flawed” and said that the evidence in 
the case was not properly being examined.

British citizen Stephen Newton, who at 
the time was working on European Tacis 
project, was also at Paplavok that evening 
and witnessed the brutal beating of Pogho-
sian and Nalbandyan.

Newton offered his testimony in a lengthy 
statement, which later was thrown out by 
Mnatsakan Martirosyan, the presiding 
judge of “Kuku”’s 2002 trial, because he 
said it was in English. He forwarded his 

testimony to several international watchdog 
organization, one of which, Human Rights 
Watch, closely monitored the case.

“Although dozens witnessed as the body-
guards began to beat Poghosian on the ter-
race of the Aragast café, fear of retribution 
and a resulting conspiracy of silence have 
starved the investigation of reliable testi-
mony,” Human Rights Watch said in a 
statement in December 2001.

Newton is back in Armenia and in an in-
terview on Wednesday told Azatutyun.am 
that he would be willing to submit his testi-
mony again, if prosecutors were interested 
in reexamining the case. He also said that 
the day after the Paplavok event, the UK 
Ambassador at the time arranged for him to 
leave Armenia for Romania, since he feared 
for his life.

“I stood up and ran to the toilet, entered, 
and as I went down the stairs I saw a pow-
erfully built, 35-40 year-old man beating 
Stepan Nalbandian. He thumped Nalban-
dian in the head. He held Nalbandian’s col-
lar with his left hand and was about to 
thump him again with his right fist. I put 
my hand up to the assailant’s face and 
shouted `Stop this’. The assailant looked 
me straight in the eyes and stopped beating 
Nalbandian. He brushed past me up the toi-
let steps and went out and I went two me-
ters forward to see the feet of Poghosian 
protruding from the toilet cubicle. I ap-
proached closer and saw Poghosian lying 
on the floor, face up, next to the toilet. It 
was clear to me that Poghosian had been 
very badly beaten around the head, proba-
bly kicked, and a large lump on his left 
temple, about the size of a thumb, indicated 
a possible blow from a pistol or similar 
blunt instrument. The skin all around his 
eyes was puffed and swelled up like that of 
a boxer after a fight in which he has taken a 
lot of hard blows to the face. In fact, be-
cause of the swelling you could hardly see 
Poghosian’s eyes, and the swelling of his 
face generally made it about twenty percent 
larger than normal. It was a sickening, ter-
rible sight, the memory of which I still find 
deeply disturbing. Poghosian was still just 
alive at this point – frothing in his mouth, 
and making gurgling, rasping noises. Be-
cause he was wearing clothes I could not 

see any other injuries on him, nor could I 
see the back of his head. I do not recall see-
ing much blood. I told the guards, who all 
appeared shorter than the man who had 
been attacking Stepan Nalbandian on the 
stairs, ̀ You have killed him. Get a doctor to 
this man now,’” Newton said in his stat-
ment.

 “The guards were joined by people from 
the President’s office, who entered from 
outside. About five of these new people ap-
peared. They were young men. I recognized 
them as belonging to the president’s staff 
both because some were wearing special 
radio earpieces, and because I knew at least 
one of them by his face. They shouted 
phrases to the guards that included the re-
peated word: `Britanski! Britanski!’ I sup-
pose they were telling the guards that I was 
British and that they should leave. I shouted 
that the man (Poghosian) needed medical 

attention, as he was unconscious. The Pres-
ident’s men spoke to me in English. One of 
them said to me: ̀ Don’t worry. We will deal 
with this. You should leave now’. Very 
keyed up, distrustful of their motives, and 
not wanting to leave Poghosian alone with 
his tormentors and their friends, I replied: ` 
I am not leaving here until you bring an am-
bulance and …(because I could not think of 
anything better at that point) the British 
ambassador.’ During this verbal exchange 
the guards who had been involved in the 
attack left the toilet,” added Newton in his 
deposition.

On Thursday, Arevik Khachatryan, a 
spokesperson for Armenia’s Prosecutor 
General’s office said that her office was ex-
amining the details of Newton’s claims in 
the press. Last September, Andranik Pog-
hosian, the victim’s brother called on offi-
cials to reopen the case.

Revisiting an ARF Member’s Murder 18 Years Later

http://asbarez.com/46424/kocharian-bodyguard-gets-suspended-sentence/
http://asbarez.com/46042/arf-says-cafe-murder-probe-flawed/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2001/12/19/armenia-investigation-derailed-witnesses-fear
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Armin Wegner Asked Franz Werfel Not to Write ‘40 Days of Musa Dagh’
By  Harut Sassounian

Part I
Armin Wegner, a German soldier and 

medic, was sent to the Ottoman Empire 
during World War I, while the two coun-
tries were allies. Wegner was stationed 
along the Baghdad Railway in Syria and 
Mesopotamia, where he witnessed the de-
portations and mass killings of Armenians, 
subsequently known as the Armenian Gen-
ocide. He wrote several books describing 
his eyewitness accounts.

Contrary to the Ottoman prohibition of 
taking pictures during the Armenian Geno-
cide, Wegner took hundreds of rare photo-
graphs and smuggled them into Germany. 
At the Ottoman government’s request, he 
was arrested and some of his photographs 
were destroyed. He succeeded, however, in 
hiding many other negatives in his belt. In 
1919, Wegmer sent a letter to U.S. Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson at the Peace Confer-
ence, advocating for an independent 
Armenia. In 1921, Wegner testified at the 
trial of Soghomon Tehlirian, who was ac-
cused of assassinating Talaat Pasha in Ber-
lin, the Turkish mastermind of the Armenian 
Genocide. Tehlirian was found not guilty 
by the German court and released from jail. 
Along with his wife, Wegner visited the So-
viet Union and Soviet Armenia in 1927 – 
28. In 1968, he was invited to Soviet 
Armenia by the Catholicos of All Armeni-
ans and awarded the Order of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator. Wegner died in Rome in 
1978, at the age of 91. Some of his ashes 
are buried in Armenia.

Wegner’s illustrious counterpart was 
Franz Werfel, a Jewish-Austrian novelist, 
playwright, and poet. He was well-known 
for his novel, “The Forty Days of Musa 
Dagh,” which described the Armenian re-
sistance to the Ottoman troops during the 

Genocide.
Werfel visited the Middle East twice in 

1925 and 1929. While in Damascus, Syria, 
he encountered Armenian children, survi-
vors of the Genocide, who were in destitute 
condition, which inspired him to write “The 
Forty Days of Musa Dagh.” The world fa-
mous novel was published in Germany in 
1933. Werfel gave lectures about the Arme-
nian Genocide throughout Germany, as a 
result of which he was accused of spread-
ing anti-Turkish propaganda. The Nazi 
newspaper “Das Schwarze” denounced him 
for carrying out propaganda against “al-
leged Turkish horrors perpetrated against 
the Armenians.” The same German news-
paper, suggesting a link between Armeni-
ans and Jews, condemned “America’s 
Armenian Jews for promoting in the U.S.A. 
the sale of Werfel’s book.” His books were 
burned by the Nazis. He was forced to flee 
and eventually settled in Los Angeles, 
where he died in 1945. His body was rebur-
ied in Vienna in 1975.

Interestingly, these two distinguished 
pro-Armenian writers clashed with each 
other when Armin Wegner wrote a lengthy 
letter on December 14, 1932, asking Franz 
Werfel not to write his novel, “The Forty 
Days of Musa Dagh,” because he was in the 
midst of writing his own four-volume book 
on Armenians. Werfel responded to Wegner 
with a short letter on December 23, 1932, 
explaining that their planned books did not 
conflict with one other, as they were about 
different aspects of the Armenian Geno-
cide. I would like to thank Zaven Khatcha-
turian, President of Armin T. Wegner 
Society of USA, who translated both letters 
from German into English. The German 
original of both letters are kept at the 
Shiller-Nationalmuseum und Deutsches 
Literaturarchiv, Marbach/Neckar, Ger-
many. Below are excerpts from these two 
historic letters, which Wegner wrote from 
his home in Berlin to Werfel in Vienna:

“When I returned to Berlin from Meran, 
a few days ago, after a long and serious 
illness, the first thing my friends told me, 
and what I read in the newspaper soon after, 
was: Franz Werfel is writing a novel about 
the downfall of the Armenian people. I saw, 
in the eyes of my friends, that they were 
afraid to upset me with this news, which 
they didn’t want to keep from me.

You must know dear comrade and master 
that I myself have been writing a volumi-
nous novel about the fate of the Armenian 
people. I am surprised that you have not 

heard of it through my numerous publica-
tions, if not otherwise, by my letter to the 
Prussian Academy of the Arts, Department 
of Poetry. In the fall of 1930, I set out in 
more detail the project of my Armenian 
novel. This letter became the reason that 
the Academy gave me more support for my 
work on it. Or, perhaps, because of my 
writings on Armenia, and the well-known 
fact, in literary circles, that I was involved 
with the development of the fate of the Ar-
menian people, inspired you to turn to this 
huge thing on your own way.

You can justifiably reply that history is 
the field of every man and artist, and that 
no one can deny them the opportunity to 
choose the area for his artistic work that ap-
peals to them and entices them. However, 
you will understand that the message of 
your plan filled me with a certain anxiety, 
when you hear the lifelong attachment of 
fate between me and the demise of the Ar-
menian people as a human and artistic ex-
perience.

It may happen, and it has repeatedly oc-
curred, that two poets simultaneously and 
independently of each other (or even know-
ingly) grab the same substance. It happened 
recently—two dramatists almost concur-
rently, wrote a play about the Panama Canal 
(likewise two writers wrote the play The 
Captain of Köpenick). Such is the misfor-
tune of the one who comes later, even if he 
is perhaps the stronger artist, and, as a re-
sult, the success of his creation suffers. In 
such a case, it is one work among other of 
the artist’s works, which he may or may not 
give up easily. However, sooner or later he 
must cope with the flop. In my case it is the 
work of my life.

In the years 1915 to 1917, I was a mem-
ber of the Turkish Army in Turkey, and be-
came one of the few individual European 
eyewitnesses to one of the most terrible 
tragedies of humanity in the course of the 
millennia – perhaps, only surpassed by the 
tragedy of World War I, of which it was a 
part. As my relationship with Armenia goes 
back to my boyhood days, and my family’s 
ties to the Middle East have been around 
for generations, I did not feel caught up in 
this shattering experience. The first testi-
monials I wrote were more human than po-
etic. In the spring of 1919, before the books 
of Lepsius could appear in open bookshops, 
Theodor Wolff published, in the Berliner 
Tageblatt, my then well-known letter to 
Wilson on the demise of the Armenian peo-
ple. I am sending you a copy.”
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The Jerusalem Municipality 
is planning to reconstruct the 
Armenian Patriarchate Road, 
the sole vehicular access road 
that serves the Western Wall, 
the Jewish and Armenian Quar-
ters,  the Jerusalem Post  reports.  
On Thursday, residents of the 
Jewish Quarter met Jerusalem 
Municipality representatives for 
a public presentation about the 
project, after an anonymous let-
ter was disseminated among res-
idents that spread rumors about 
the proposed project, author Heddy Breuer 
Abramowitz writes.

Director of Old City Development at the 
Jerusalem Development Authority, Aner 
Ozeri, told residents that no deal had yet 
been struck between the city and Jew-
ish and Armenian Quarter residents, but 
that there were plans under discussion. 
Ozeri explained that the current infra-
structure was built nearly 50 years ago 
and that it is today inadequate for res-
idents and tourists. People swarm the 

Old City throughout the year for festi-
vals, celebrations and state ceremonies. 
The proposed plan is part of a city de-
velopment plan, first considered four 
decades ago, which hopes to unify vis-
ually all the gates of the Old City. The 
design includes stone walkways, new 
lighting, better sidewalks and more. 
The plan will be carried out, if approved, in 
partnership between the municipality and 
JDA. It will require 24-six construction and 
24-seven closure of a 300-meter section of 
the Armenian Patriarchate Road.

Renovations would ex-
tend from the “Kishle” po-
lice station near the Tower 
of David Museum until the 
Zion Gate, hence likewise 
requiring partial closure 
of the road that continues 
to the Batei Machse Road 
reaching the Dung Gate.

While the gate may have 
once been the pinnacle of 
military defense technol-
ogy in its day, it is chal-
lenging for modern drivers 

who navigate in cars and buses as opposed 
to camels, horses and donkeys.

According to the source, the construction 
on the road is estimated to take around 
three-and-a-half months. The would require 
the relocation of 40 Armenian families who 
live adjacent to the construction.

Meanwhile, residents seek to hammer out 
an agreement to get the work done in the 
shortest possible time, thus reducing the 
amount of inconvenience to residents and 
tourists

The number of foreign tourists visiting 
Armenia increased by 12 percent in the 
first half of this year, a senior government 
official said on September 5.

Susanna Safaryan, the head of the Econ-
omy Ministry’s depart on tourism, told the 
Armenpress news agency that Russian na-
tionals accounted for the largest share of 
770,000 tourist arrivals recorded in that pe-
riod, followed by citizens of Georgia, the 
United States and Iran. All four countries 
have large ethnic Armenian communities.

Safaryan said her department is now striv-
ing to attract more European tourists to Ar-
menia.

Armenia already unilaterally abolished 

visas for citizens of the European Union 
member states and the U.S. in 2012 and 
2014 respectively. In 2017, it also lifted 
visa requirements for citizens of Japan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar and several 
other nations and allowed Russians to visit 
Armenia with Russian internal passports.

Official Armenian statistics shows that 
the number of foreigners visiting Armenia 

has grown by roughly 9 percent annually 
since 2012. It reached a new high of almost 
1.5 million in 2018. The last several years 
have also seen a major rise in new hotels 
and guesthouses across the country.

This growth appears to have been facili-
tated by the former Armenian government’s 
decision in 2013 to liberalize the domestic 
civil aviation sector. The average cost of air 
travel to and from Armenia has fallen con-
siderably since then.

The government’s Civil Aviation Com-
mittee reported recently a 9.4 percent rise 
in the total number of passengers processed 
by the country’s two international airports 
in the first half of 2019.

Jerusalem Municipality planning to reconstruct the Armenian 
Patriarchate Road

Armenia reports continuing rise in tourist arrivals

https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Jewish-Armenian-residents-of-Old-City-at-odds-with-over-renovation-plans-600840
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problems do not need to be told, etc., I was saying: “No, on the 
contrary, it must be told to show the victory of man over his own 
destiny. Because this story is important to me, not to Tigran Man-
surian’s characterization, but to others, especially today to show 
that there is a way to overcome one’s own despair, one’s own help-
lessness, one’s own sense of deadlock, and one is strong enough to 

one’s own destiny, others. to overcome the destiny imposed upon 
him, to overcome himself, to overcome and win the judgment of 
defeat.

That is why Tigran Mansuryan’s image is important to me be-
cause I know that his image should help others and encourage them 
to overcome their own selfishness and gain confidence in their own 
strengths.

I used to thing that “A Little Bit of Sky” is a masterpiece in the 
field of film music, and I soon realized that my non-professional 
opinion was shared by professionals as well. And here’s the fact, I 
think, to supplement what I say, because yes, that masterpieces 
also show a human’s victory over his own destiny, the liberation of 
man from the conditions imposed upon him, the power of man, the 
will of man, the power of man, and I think that That’s the power of 
Tigran Mansuryan’s music.

Tigran Mansuryan’s music imparts strength, optimism, a sense of 
unity because we may have different feelings during the day, some-
times positive, sometimes negative, but when we are gathered in 
this hall and Tigran Mansurian’s music sounds, all of us we are 
with the same feeling, with that creativity, with that genius, with 
that talent, with a sense of joy.

Maestro, I want to thank you for the years-long sense of unity that 
you gave to many generations, and I bow to you, your artistic re-
cord and your image today: you are an unquestionable authority, 
unquestionable morality and unquestionable respect,” the Prime 
Minister said.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked Mayor of Yerevan Hayk Marutyan and 
Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sport Arayik Harut-
yunyan for organizing Tigran Mansuryan’s jubilee at a high, dig-
nified and proper level.

“And a hall like this is a hall of dreams. I want all the halls of all 
cultural events in the Republic of Armenia to be this way, united 
and so appreciative of art and culture – such art and culture that we 
can truly call a national value, a state value that is to be with us for 
many years ahead. Special thanks to the State Symphony Orchestra 
of Armenia and, of course, to all those in attendance who were 
right to state that this hall is the best place to be at this hour, in the 
company of maestro Tigran Mansuryan,” Nikol Pashinyan con-
cluded.

page 1 
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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