
New  Vardenis-Martakert highway 
Inaugurated

A newly built second highway connecting 
Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh was inau-
gurated in the presence of President Serzh 
Sargsyan and other senior officials on Sep-
tember 1.
Work on the 115-kilometer -long road 
began in 2011 and was essentially com-

pleted months before the inauguration 
ceremony, costing 17 billion drams ($36 
million) in funding. The Armenian and 
Karabakh governments footed 56 percent 
of the bill.
The rest of the sum was raised by the Ha-
yastan All-Armenian Fund in annual tele-

thons broadcast from Los Angeles in 2013 
and 2014. In a statement on the ceremony, 
the pan-Armenian charity headquartered in 
Yerevan noted the “strategic significance” 
of the project.

continued on page 3

Nagorno-Karabakh - Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan and other officials inaugurate
a new highway connecting Karabakh to Armenia, 1Sep2017.
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POLITICS

President Serzh Sargsyan has issued 
a message on Artsakh Independence 
Day:

Dear Compatriots,
I congratulate you on the Indepen-

dence Day of the Republic of Artsakh. 
This very day twenty-six years ago, the 
Armenians of Artsakh proclaimed their 
independent statehood.

They were able to rise like a phoenix 
from the ashes and ruins of the war 
and present themselves to the world 
with a heroic army, functional state in-
stitutions, serious economic progress, 
exemplary educational and cultural in-
stitutions, and finally, a well-organized 
society, which holds on to its national 
traditions, but at the same time is mod-
ern and capable of localizing all the 
good that mankind boasts in science 
and culture, economy, politics, and oth-
er areas.

Over the past twenty-six years, Art-
sakh has evolved successfully to be-
come a solid, free and democratic State. 
The peace-loving Artsakh has not only 

the necessary fighting capacity, but it 
is also viable and competitive. The de-
fenders of Artsakh are good at fighting 
and they know what they are fighting 
for. The armed forces of Artsakh are de-
fending the safety of not only Artsakh, 
but also Armenia and, at large, the en-
tire Armenian nation.

Last April’s hostilities, which were 
initiated by Azerbaijan, demonstrated 
once again the impossibility of a mili-

tary solution to the Artsakh issue. That 
shady enterprise was doomed to failure 
as the Defense Army is strong with Ar-
menia and the whole Armenian nation 
at its back.

On this glorious day, we bow to the 
memory of those who perished for the 
sake of Artsakh’s freedom.

Long live the free and independent 
Artsakh!

Long live the Republic of Artsakh!

President Sargsyan’s message
on Artsakh Independence Day

Congratulatory Address of President Bako 
Sahakyan on the Artsakh Republic Day

Dear compatriots,
On behalf of the Artsakh authorities and 

myself personally I extend to all of us the 
warmest congratulations on the September 
2, the Day of the Artsakh Republic.

Twenty-six years ago our people took the 
historical decision to determine their own 
destiny and build a free, independent, demo-
cratic, legal and social state.

During those years together with our sis-
ters and brothers from Mother Armenia and 
the Diaspora we have managed to realize 
numerous strategic programs, which day 

by day bring us closer to attaining our cher-
ished national goals, further strengthen and 
develop our country.

I am confident the civilized and progres-
sive world will sooner or later recognize 
this equitable and lawful resolution of the 
Artsakh people, will not hesitate to admit 
the prevailing realities that demonstrate our 
adherence to universal human values and 
commitment to international norms and 
principles.

I am confident since our people have 
proved through their painstaking work and 
dedicated service of their brave sons that 
they are able to build, make prosperous and 
safeguard their ancestral Fatherland, their 
independent statehood.

Dear compatriots,
I once again congratulate you on this 

memorable day and wish peace, good 
health and all the best to you, welfare and 
prosperity to our people and Homeland.

Bako Sahakyan: Progressive world will sooner
or later recognize the will of Artsakh people
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Passenger and cargo traffic between Armenia and Karabakh 
has until now been mainly carried out through a highway 
passing through Lachin, one of the seven districts in Azer-
baijan proper that were partly or fully occupied by Karabakh 
Armenian forces during the 1991-1994 war. 

The Lachin road stretches for more than 80 kilometers from 
the Karabakh capital Stepanakert to the southeastern Arme-
nian town of Goris. It was built in 1997 with the financial 
assistance of the Armenian Diaspora and the late U.S.-Arme-
nian billionaire Kirk Kerkorian in particular.

The second highway runs from the northern Karabakh town 
of Martakert to Vartenis in eastern Armenia through the Kel-

bajar district that has been under Karabakh Armenian control 
since 1993.

Officials say that the new highway will not only shorten 
travel time between Yerevan and northern Karabakh but also 
stimulate economic activity in nearby rural communities and 
bring more tourists to the Armenian-populated territory. In 
particular, it will significantly facilitate visitors’ access to 
two medieval Armenian monasteries located in the area.

The Vartenis-Martakert road should also benefit an Arme-
nian company mining gold and copper in northern Karabakh. 
It is Karabakh`s single largest corporate employer and tax-
payer.

If Azerbaijan really wants to join ef-
forts towards peaceful resolution of the 
Karabakh conflict, it should prove com-
mitment to solve the issue on the basis 
of the three principles proposed by the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Edward Nalban-
dian has said.

“If Azerbaijan accepts the proposals of 

the Minsk Group Co-Chairs, it should 
prove in practice it is ready to solve the 
Karabakh issue on the basis of the three 
principles proposed by the mediators, – 
non use of force or the threat of force, 
territorial integrity and the right of peo-
ples to self-determination,” Minister 
Nalbandian said at a joint press confer-
ence with the Foreign Minister of Bos-

nia & Herzegovina Igor Crnadak.
Second, Mr. Nalbandian said Azer-

baijan should remain committed to the 
1994-1995 ceasefire agreements. Third, 
he added, Azerbaijan should prove 
commitment to the agreements reached 
in Vienna and St. Petersburg.

“If Azerbaijan is ready to continue 
negotiations on the basis of the pro-
posals of the OSCE Minsk Group, it 
should stop referring to elements it 
likes. The five statements made by the 
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairing coun-
tries note the three principles and sev-
eral elements, which should serve as a 
basis for the settlement of the conflict. 
The Co-Chairs have said on many occa-
sions that none of the principles should 
be given privilege over others, as giving 
preference to one of them will make it 
impossible to solve the conflict. Arme-
nia agrees with the mediators, unlike 
Azerbaijan, which constantly refers to 
one or two of the principles and even 
distorts them,” Minister Nalbandian 
said.

POLITICS

Azerbaijan should prove its commitment
to Co-Chairs’ proposals – Armenian FM

New  Vardenis-Martakert highway Inaugurated
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Armenia Helps Georgia to 
Fight Wildfire

in Borjomi Gorge
President, Prime Minister of Georgia 

Expressed Gratitude to Armenian Fire-
fighter-rescuers

On August 22, responding to a help 
request of the Georgian authorities to 
neighbor countries, the RA MES 
Rescue Service personnel of 8 
firefighter- rescue vehicles and 
1 rescue vehicle, a vehicle of the 
Center of Disaster Medical Treat-
ment and a mobile management 
headquarters-unit left for Georgia 
to support the major fire extin-
guishing works in the Borjomi 
Gorge. 

RA MES Rescue Forces carried 
out wildfire extinguishing activi-
ties in the Borjomi Gorge, starting 
from August 23, extinguishing fire 

in 3 inaccessible areas and pre-
venting the spread of fire to the 
nearby settlements of Daba and 
Tsaghveri.

 In total, 4 fire brigades with 23 
firefighter-rescuers were imple-
menting service at three areas of 
their responsibility.

The all-terrain vehicle was used 
at the first - highest and inacces-
sible area.

At the second district, the fire has got 
the edge of the forest threatened to the 
nearby village of Tsaghveri. Armenian 
firefighter-rescuers who fought fire 
from early morning, managed to pre-

vent the spread of fire and isolate all 
hearths of fire. Post-extinguishing ac-
tivities were being carried out.

There were numerous fire hearths in 
the depths of the forest at the territory 
of the third site.

The Armenian firefighter-rescuers 
also managed to isolate the fire hearths 
herein and pass on extinguishing oper-
ations, using a three-lane main line for 
reaching the depth of the forest.

Armenian firefighter-rescuers have 
completely fulfilled tasks set before 
them, isolating and extinguishing the 
wildfire in all areas.

On August 25, Georgian Prime Minis-

ter Giorgi Kvirikashvili visited the RA 
MES tent city deployed near Tsaghveri 
to express gratitude to the Armenian 
firefighter-rescuers.

-The Armenians arrived in Georgia 
in difficult days and make a significant 
contribution in the fight against the di-
saster. You along with us exerted joint 
efforts and successfully fought against 
fire. I would like to thank the Armenian 
people, the President of Armenia, the 

Prime Minister and the Ministry 
of Emergency Situations for lend-
ing a helping hand to the brother-
ly country. We highly appreciate 
what you did here,- stated Giorgi 
Kvirikashvil.

To note, President of Georgia G. 
Margvelashvili and Minister of 
Internal Affairs G. Mgebrishvili 
also visited the scene and person-
ally thanked the employees of the 
RA Ministry of Emergency Situa-
tions. 

 “ArmSecurity-2017” 
International Exhibition: 
New Solid Platform for

Cooperation
A three-day International High-Tech 

Security Exhibition “ArmSecuri-
ty-2017” entitled “Secure Armenia” 
kicked off at the Exhibition Complex 

“Yerevan-Expo” on September 2, under the 
aegis of the RA Ministry of Emergency Sit-
uations.

The Exhibition solemn opening was attend-
ed by Defence Minister Vigen Sargsyan, 

THE EXTRAORDINARY NEWS

Recent News from Emergency Situations Ministry
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other members of the RA Government, reps 
of a number of Embassies and international 
organizations in Armenia, experts and other 
guests. It was covered by the most of TV 
channels and other media.

RA ES Minister Davit Tonoyan delivered 
opening remarks, noting that one of the goals 

of the exhibition was to support moderniza-
tion and technical upgrading of the Arme-
nian Rescue Service which would contribute 
to enhancing rapid response efficiency.

- I hope that the favorable business envi-
ronment of the Exhibition will be the best 
platform for expanding the geography of 
cooperation at the rescue arena, sharing 
valuable experience and establishing new 
and promising ties, putting the beginning of 

further cooperation,- noted Davit Tonoyan.
Nearly two dozen international and Arme-

nian companies presented systems and tech-
nologies for prevention of emergencies and 
elimination of their consequences as well as 
special equipment for rescue and fire safety 
and healthcare services from main producers 

in the pavilions provided for them.
Minister Tonoyan and other members of 

the Government toured all pavilions, got 
familiarized with the products and services 
presented. ES Minister gave instructions on 
the spot to establish new cooperation ties 
between the companies for the technical 
re-equipment of the Ministry and to discuss 
the possibilities of investing their products in 
the system.

Within the framework of the Exhibition ES 
Minister held separate meetings with dozens 
of companies representing Japan, Germany, 
the United States and the Russian Federa-
tion, during which they discussed possible 
ways of cooperation.

On the first day of the event a plenary ses-

sion on “Operation of State Unified System 
of Warning and Elimination of Emergency 
Situations and its Development Perspec-
tives” was held, which was followed by a 
round table discussion on “Protection of 
Special Purpose Objects”.

“ArmSecurity-2017” International High-
Tech Security Exhibition continued its work 
until September 4. Several thousand visitors 
were there.

THE EXTRAORDINARY NEWS
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ECONOMY

Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan 
received a delegation from Microsoft 
Corporation headed by CIS Regional 
Office Director Ronald Binkofsky. The 
meeting discussed possibilities for co-
operation between the Government of 
Armenia and Microsoft in formulating 
Armenia’s digital agenda.

Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan said 
that Government’s digital agenda fea-
tures development of a digital strategy 
for central and local self-government au-
thorities, sharp increase in the number of 
electronic services, development of an 
integrated public administration system, 
etc. The Premier advised that the Digital 
Armenia Fund was established to that 
effect, and the Government is prepared 
to cooperate with Microsoft Corporation 
in the aforementioned areas.

In turn, Ronald Binkofsky assured of 
Microsoft’s willingness to help Arme-
nia implement these programs, adding 

that effective talks to this end had been 
held with the representatives of differ-
ent government departments. He noted 
that Microsoft boasts long experience 
in these area and has the needed capac-

ity to help materialize Armenia’s digital 
agenda.

The meeting also discussed a number 
of other issues related to bilateral coop-
eration.

Karen Karapetyan, Microsoft delegation discuss issues 
of Armenia’s digital agenda

Six light industry companies represent Armenia with the joint pa-
vilion at the 49th “Textilelegprom” exhibition that opened in Mos-
cow on August 30, the Development Foundation of Armenia (DFA) 
reports.

“The Armenian companies attracted export orders worth 400 mil-
lion USD after the previous exhibition held in February; moreover, 
the number of orders considerably increases after every exhibition,” 
noted Marcus Azadian, head of the DFA event management team.

“Significant growth of export of Armenian products, particularly 
to Russia, is conditioned by the effective policy, production and ex-

port promotion projects of the Government, the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Development,” Armenia’s Trade Representative in Russia 
Karen Asoyan said.

The largest Russian exhibition of textile and light industry products 
and equipment is being conducted twice a year in nine halls occupy-
ing an area of 40 000 sq. meters. More than 200 companies from 28 
countries of the world attend the 49th “Textilelegprom” Expo, and 
about 35,000 visitors, including wholesale buyers, industry experts, 
representatives of trade chains and importers, are expected to visit 
the expo.

Six Armenian companies represented
at Textilelegprom expo in Moscow
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SOCIETY

Armenia`s wine and brandy companies will likely increase grape 
purchases from local farmers by 28 percent this year after posting 
sharp production gains in the last 18 months, Agriculture Minister 
Ignati Arakelyan said on September 1.

Arakelyan spoke at a meeting with senior executives of those 
companies held by Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan. It focused on 
government support for a major sector of the Armenian economy 
providing income to tens of thousands of grape farmers.

According to Agriculture Ministry projections cited by Arakely-
an, the country`s 2017 grape harvest is on track to shrink by 10 per-
cent due to an unusually cold winter that severely damaged many 
vineyards. Nevertheless, the ministry expects wholesale grape pur-
chases by Armenian distilleries to rise to 141,000 metric tons from 
110,000 tons in 2016.

Arakelyan implicitly attributed that to a nearly 30 percent rise in 

exports of Armenian brandy which he said was registered so far this 
year. Russia is the main export market for the alcoholic beverage.

According to the National Statistical Service (NSS), brandy and 
wine production in Armenia soared, in physical terms, by 61 per-
cent and 30 percent respectively in the first half of 2017. The NSS 
reported less drastic but still double-digit production increases in 
2016.

Output in the sector contracted in 2015 primarily because of a 
sharp depreciation of the Russian ruble. Many local firms struggled 
to pay grape farmers as a result. Some small manufactures also 
delayed payments for grapes purchased from mostly subsistence 
farmers last fall. Hundreds of such villagers staged angry protests 
this winter and spring.

Arakelyan, who managed Armenia`s largest brandy producer un-
til being named agriculture minister last October, was reported to 
urge all liquor firms to sign contracts with their grape suppliers “in 
order to avoid problems.”

Karapetyan, for his part, promised continued government support 
for the winemaking industry. He said his government is already 
subsidizing loans extended to brandy and wine companies for grape 
purchases. It also engineered late last year a significant cut in the 
price of natural gas used by them, the premier said.

“I don`t know of many other governments that provide so much 
financial and other assistance to the agriculture sector,” Karapetyan 
added, according to the government statement.

The statement said the industry executives presented their “prob-
lems, proposals and observations” during the meeting.

Government sees strong growth
in Armenian Brandy industry

The delegation headed by Lieutenant 
General Keith W. Dayton (ret.), Direc-
tor of the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies, paid a visit 
to the National Defense Research Uni-
versity (NDRU), MoD, RA, on the eve 
of the “Armenia’s Security Challenges” 
Outreach Event of the George C. Mar-
shall Center Alumni Association of Ar-
menia held in Yerevan on 1 September.

The guests were hosted by Lieutenant 
General Hayk Kotanjian, Doctor of Po-
litical Science, Professor, NDRU Head, 
Marshall Center Alumnus (1998).

The meeting was attended by Colonel 
Gevorg Sarukhanyan, Deputy Head, 
NDRU, MoD, RA, Marshall Center 
Alumnus; Benyamin Poghosyan, PhD 
in History, Deputy Head for Research, 
NDRU, MoD, RA-Head, Institute for 
National Strategic Studies, Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy Alum-

nus; Colonel Suren Davtyan, Deputy 
Head for Education, NDRU, MOD RA 
-Head, National Institute for Strategic 
Defense Security Education, who was 
present at the G. Marshall Center open-
ing ceremony; Davit Manasyan, PhD 
in History, Head, Center for Regional 
Strategic Analysis, Institute for National 
Strategic Studies (INSS), NDRU, MoD, 
RA; Arman Grigoryan, Head, Center 
for Information-Communication Tech-
nologies and National Security Policy, 
INSS, NDRU, MoD, RA, and Azat 
Davtyan, PhD in Economics, Research 
Fellow, INSS, NDRU, MOD, RA.

At the meeting the participants ex-
changed views on the prospects of ac-
ademic-educational cooperation. The 
guests highly emphasized the NDRU 
research-fellows’ academic fellowships 
at the world leading schools and profes-
sional centers (the US NDU, George C. 

Marshall Center, the Harvard Univer-
sity, RAND Corporation, etc.), aimed 
at their attempts to adapt the innova-
tive methods of mastering the security 
knowledge from the perspective of the-
oretical-methodological understanding 
of Armenia’s national strategic guide-
lines, and elaborating Armenia’s de-
fense policy issues.

Getting acquainted with the NDRU’s 
achievements and development-ori-
ented programs, the guests highly esti-
mated the University’s professional ca-
pabilities and quality. The University’s 
elaborations along with the US state 
center of excellence– the College of In-
formation and Cyberspace (iCollege), 
NDU – via partnership in the sphere 
of cybersecurity, namely “The Draft 
National Cybersecurity Strategy of the 
Republic of Armenia”, were of great in-
terest to them.

Director of George Marshall Center Keith W. Dayton visits 
the Armenian National Defense Research University
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THE YEREVAN NEWS

Yerevan in August: Non-Stop Events
As The Highlights has announced in 

July, we’ve started new heading entitled 
The Yerevan News (See The Highlights 
17 July and 24 July issues).

After summer vacation The Highlights 
continues to publish most interesting 
news from the City Hall – naturally, in co-
operation with its Information and Public 
Relations Department (headed by experi-
enced journalist Arthur Gevorgyan).

In spite of summer vacation period, Au-
gust was full of events and so work for 
Mayor Taron A. Margaryan and his staff.

Below The Highlights readers could find 
the most essential of them:

“Yerevan summer 2017”: 
3rd “Yerevan 
TARAZfest” 
held in Yerevan
05.08.2017

Within the frames of “Yerevan Summer 
2017” three-month program of events, the 
fair-exhibition which is the first part of 
the 3rd festival of national costumes “Ye-
revan TARAZfest” has started in North-
ern Avenue. Numerous townspeople and 
guests of the capital took part in the event.

Yerevan Mayor’s Assistant Maria Bara-
ghamyan, the Head of Yerevan Munici-
pality Culture Department Ruben Hov-
hannisyan and the Head of Tourism Unit 
Gevorg Orbelyan were present at the 
opening ceremony.

M.Baraghamyan attached importance to 

holding “Yerevan TARAZfest” annually 
as a component aimed at the development 
of event tourism. “Yerevan TARAZfest” 
is one of the three festivals within “Yere-
van Summer” program aimed at boosting 
tourism in the capital. “This year, for the 
first time national and culture commu-
nities as well as diplomatic missions ac-
credited in Armenia are taking part in the 
festival”, said Mrs Baraghamyan.

“Yerevan TARAZfest” held by Yerevan 
Municipality tourism division consists 
of two parts: The first part is the exhibi-
tion-fair. The second part includes shows 
of fashion collections by Armenia design-

ers.
This year 21 pavilions represent muse-

ums, folk craftsmen, companies produc-
ing Armenian brands. Yerevan History 
Museum, “Teryan” Cultural Center, “Gal-
lery of Dolls”, “HayTiknik” (The Arme-
nian Dolls), “PreGomesh” company pro-
ducing Armenian jewellery, “Armenian 
Brands” platform, “Anahit Simonyan” 
Fashion House, “Kenats Tun” Cultural 
Organization, “Megeryan Carpet” com-
pany, photo-atelier “Marashlean” and folk 
craftsmen which presented traditional Ar-
menian national costumes (taraz), jewel-
lery, dolls, pictures.

Within the frames of “Yerevan TARAZ-
fest” in separate pavilions the national 
garments and culture were presented by 
the representatives of the Embassies of 
Kuwait, Belarus and Kazakhstan as well 

as representatives of the Union of Poles of 
Armenia “Polonia”, of the German Cul-
ture NGO “Teutonia” and the Federation 
of the Ukrainians of Armenia “Ukraine”.

During the Festival the national ensem-
ble of traditional dance and song “Kar-
in” also performed, and dance groups 
“Milen” and “Sasun” as well.

It has been instructed to 
form a working group 
for preparations for
“Erebuni-Yerevan 2799” 
celebration
14.08.2017

During the weekly working meeting 
Yerevan Mayor Taron Margaryan in-
structed Deputy Mayor Aram Sukiasyan 
to form a working group for preparations 
for “Erebuni-Yerevan 2799” celebration. 
Mayor’s Assistant Maria Baraghamyan 
was assigned jointly with the Department 
of Social Welfare of the Municipality and 
corresponding services of administrative 
districts of the capital to form a working 
group for the organization and realization 
of the social program which is an indi-
visible component of “Erebuni-Yerevan” 
celebrations. Within the frames of the 
program of events of “Erebuni-Yerevan 
2799” this year 2799 families will be in-
cluded in the program of social assistance 
and get presents.

1215 children spend their 
summer holidays in sport 
and health camps
17.08.2017

In accordance with the RA Government 
program and with the assistance of Yerevan 
Municipality, since June 19, 1215 children 
from needy families, children without par-
ents, children of the fallen or injured ser-
vicemen spent their summer holidays in the 
sport and health camps of Hanqavan and 
Tsaghkadzor.

By the instruction of Yerevan Mayor 
Taron Margaryan the heads of adminis-
trative districts and persons in charge of 
Yerevan Municipaity regularly visited the 
children in the camps and familiarized 
themselves with the conditions of their rest.
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THE YEREVAN NEWS

It should be noted that the children were 
provided with sportswear and other appli-
ances.

78 letters were received 
last week through social 
media network pages of 
Yerevan Municipality 
and administrative 
districts
18.08.2017

From 7 to 12 of August, through social 
media web-pages and e-mail of Yerevan 
Municipality and administrative districts 
78 letters were received, 68 of which got 
appropriate solution,11 ones are being pro-
cessed.

The majority of the is-
sues related to the sphere 
of communal services, 
to the activity of Mu-
nicipality staff including 
“hot lines”, citizens’ par-
ticipation in receptions, 
the format of applying to 
the Municipality.

Social media network 
users were interested 
in the activities carried 
out within the frames of 
“Clean Yerevan” pro-
gram. 30 letters were 
received in this regard. 
We’d like to remind 
that our co-citizens can send their e-mails 
to Yerevan Municipality web-pages on 
Facebook/FB/Yerevanmunicipality/ and 
Twitter/@evnmunicipality/,and on e-mail 
pressyerevan@am or phone on hot line 
telephone number 011-514-000.

It has been instructed 
to get ready 
for RA Independence Day
21.08.2017

During the working meeting in Yere-
van City Hall Mayor Taron Margaryan 
instructed the Department of Culture, 
the Department of External Design and 
Advertising as well as the heads of ad-
ministrative districts to get ready for the 
RA Independence Day on September 21 
to ensure proper festive organization and 
appropriate external decoration of the 
capital.

 “Yerevan Days” will be 
held in Saint Petersburg 
on September 6-8
21.08.2017

During the weekly meeting in the City 
Hall Mayor Taron Margaryan, referring 
to the agreements and working schedules 
with sister and partner cities, instructed the 
Department of Foreign Relations and De-
partment of Culture to get ready for “Ye-
revan Days in Saint Petersburg” program 
to be held in Saint Petersburg on Septem-
ber 6-8 to ensure proper implementation 
of the program during which are planned 
official meetings, round tables on the tour-

ism, general education, health, investment 
themes as well as a number of cultural 
events representing Yerevan. 

Buses equipped with
special elevators will 
serve routes 
N14, N20, N22, N28
24.08.2017

Dear co-citizens,
Yerevan Municipality Transport Depart-

ment informs that from September 1 of 
the current year 17 buses equipped with 
special elevators for people with locomo-
tor disabilities will serve 4 routes N14, 
N20, N22 and N28.

The routes of the buses are worked out 
in the principle so that people with special 
need could reach the City center and go 
back without waiting long.

It should be noted that at the side and 
front parts of the buses corresponding 
stickers with the telephone numbers of 
dispatching offices serving the routes 
are stuck so as it will be possible to get 
all necessary information (011.674428, 
011.674466).

Yerevan “Green City” 
action plan 
has been worked out
25.08.2017

The action plan of “Green City” pro-
gram of Yerevan worked out in col-
laboration with the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development was 

presented during the 
working meeting in 
Yerevan City Hall. 
Deputy Mayor Vahe 
Nikoyan, stressing 
the importance of the 
program for the cap-
ital and it residents, 
expressed confidence 
that its implementa-
tion will be of great 
significance for ur-
ban economy devel-
opment.

The head of the 
working group of 
“Green City” pro-
gram, the representa-

tive of the international consulting compa-
ny Ernst and Young Andrea Chirlichova 
noted that the main task of “Green City” 
is to promote economic and social devel-
opment of the City by means of solving 
ecological problems of the capital.

During the meeting the persons in charge 
for the program presented in details the 
main provisions and strategy of the pro-
gram, the ecological challenges of the 
capital as well as the problems and tasks 
to be solved by the implementation of the 
project. In particular, within the frames of 
researche they assessed the condition of 
the air, water resources, ecosystem of the 
capital, the factors having negative impact 
on them, and the existing legal solution 
based on internationally recognized stan-
dards.

It was noted that the action plan got 
the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
within the frames of which public hear-
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ings were organized.
Yerevan Deputy Mayor Vahe Nikoy-

an presented his remarks and proposals 
related to the program. Taking into ac-
count that systematic improvement of the 
ecological situation in Yerevan is one of 
the main priorities of the program of de-
velopment of the capital, Deputy Mayor 
stressed that “Green city” will be involved 
in Yerevan development programs.

It should be noted that “Green City” is 
to fulfilled with the assistance of local 
partners and international organizations as 
well as in collaboration with the financial 
establishments.

Mayor Taron Margaryan 
meets with the delegation 
of Qingdao (China)
30.08.2017

Yerevan Mayor Taron Margaryan met 
with the delegation headed by the Vice 
Chairman of the Standing Commission 
of the Municipal People’s Congress of 
Qingdao Liu Shengzhen.

Presenting the guests the main de-
velopment strategies of the capital and 
the programs of cooperation with in-
ternational organizations, Mayor Taron 
Margaryan noted that Yerevan annual-
ly expands the frames of cooperation 
and currently it interacts with 50 cities 
worldwide and 10 international organi-
zations.

“We attach importance to cooperation 

expansion and its strengthening with 
partner cities and international compa-
nies which contributed to updating and 
development of infrastructures in vari-
ous spheres of urban economy as well as 
to significant improvement of the qual-
ity of servicing. So, due to experience 
exchange it becomes possible to find 
maximally effective variants which are 
practically used”, said the Mayor and 
expressed confidence that the coopera-
tion between Yerevan and Qingdao will 
be effective too.

Taron Margaryan outlined the particu-
lar importance of signing the Memoran-

dum of Intentions between the two cities 
which will actually serve a basis for fur-
ther mutually beneficial cooperation.

Taking into account that among the 
members of the delegation were heads 
of large companies, Mayor Taron Mar-
garyan referred to the programs and pro-
posals of investment interest.

“Yerevan Municipality presents the 
investment proposals and programs 
which might be interesting for the pri-
vate sector. We attach importance to the 
implementation of concrete programs 
and projects, and I have to point out that 
currently serious steps are being taken 
in Yerevan towards investment attrac-
tion and business environment improve-
ment”, said Taron Margaryan, adding 
that Yerevan Municipality is open and 
ready to discuss concrete programs of 

cooperation and to assist in their imple-
menration.

Expressing gratitude for warm wel-
come, the Vice Chairman of the Stand-
ing Commission of the Municipal Peo-
ple’s Congress of Qingdao (China) Liu 
Shengzhen in her turn noted that there 
were diverse possibilities for coopera-
tion in the spheres of mutual interest.

“Mister Mayor, your willingness for 
cooperation is highly important for us 
because our cities really have similar 
problems and by means of experience 
exchange it is possible to find appro-
priate solutions. Qingdao is one of the 
largest industrial centers of China, and I 
am sure that in various spheres of urban 
economy management mutually benefi-
cial cooperation will be established for 
the welfare of the two cities”, said Liu 
Shengzhen.

During the meeting the First Depu-
ty Mayor Kamo Areyan and Mrs Liu 
Shengzhen signed the Memorandum on 
Intentions. The parties arranged to form 
a working group that will work out pro-
posals for cooperation between the two 
cities.

 
August meeting prior to 
new academic year
30.08.2017

Prior to the new academic year a num-
ber of issues related to the sphere of edu-
cation were discussed during the annual 
August meeting at which were present-
ed Yerevan Mayor Taron Margaryan, the 
RA Minister of Education and Science 
Levon Mkrtchyan, the heads of admin-
istrative districts of the capital as well 
as headmasters of secondary and high 
schools.

Greeting the participants, Mayor Taron 
Margaryan presented the main views 
which can play an important role for ef-
fective activity of educational establish-
ments and improvement of the quality 
of education. Yerevan Mayor attached 
particular importance to active cooper-
ation between basic and high schools of 
Yerevan noting that it would benefit im-
provement of high schools.

Referring to the problem of quality of 
education provided in schools Mayor 

THE YEREVAN NEWS

Yerevan in August: Non-Stop Events
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Taron Margaryan noted that achieve-
ments of the pupils of those schools at 
various school Olympiads prove it best 
of all.

“Being a good school shouldn’t only 
mean a big number of pupils. Both the 
location and comfortable facilities can 
promote it too. In my opinion, the num-
ber of participants and winners from 
these educational centers at subject 
Olympiads should be taken into account 
as it will best of all show the effective-
ness of the work of the teaching staff. 
Therefore, carry out everyday consis-
tent activity in this regard as the success 
of your pupils is the best result of your 
work”, said Taron Margaryan. 

Referring to “Help Your School” pro-
gram, Mayor Taron Margaryan stressed 
that from the very beginning the aim of 
this initiative was to ensure transparency 
of the assistance shown to educational 
establishments on the voluntary basis.

Yerevan Mayor attached particular im-
portance to active cooperation of the lo-
cal schools with partner and sister cities 
of Yerevan.

The RA Minister of Education and 

Science Levon Mkrtchyan, presenting 
the priorities of the sphere development, 
noted that the reforms of the field of ed-
ucation are starting a new stage which 
means radical reformation of the educa-
tion system.

Summarizing the results of the meet-
ing, Mayor Taron Margaryan outlined 
that that Yerevan Municipality, RA Min-
istry of Education and Science and edu-

cational establishments will go on active 
cooperation which will make it possible 
to find solutions to all the problems to 
all the problems rooted in the system. 
During the conversation held within the 
frames of the meeting, the headmasters 
of the schools had the opportunity to ad-
dress their questions and suggestions to 
the persons in charge for the sphere.

Yerevan Mayor 
Taron Margaryan’s 
adress on the Day 
of Knowledge
01.09.2017

Dear schoolchildren and students, 
teachers and parents and first grade 
pupils!

I cordially congratulate everyone on 

this wonderful September holiday, the 
Day of Knowledge. This day is really a 
holiday for all of us as it is an evidence 
of existence of the generation creating 
our new Armenia, it is an occasion to 
evaluate knowledge.

The deep respect for book and knowl-
edge and striving for education have al-
ways been characteristic for our nation 

and it is not a coincidence that Septem-
ber 1 is so inspirational for children and 
young people, particularly for those who 
go to school for the first time. Wishing 
to keep the festive mood throughout the 
year, we will carry on implementation of 
our programs.

High quality education is the main 
guarantee of our country development 
and the efforts made in this sphere are 
the guarantee of our worthy tomorrow. 
So I believe that the future years of study 
will become for our pupils an important 
and responsible period of development 
of abilities and talents, gaining knowl-
edge and skills and as a result our coun-
try will have more patriotic, educated 
and responsible citizens.

My best wishes and congratulations on 
the beginning of the new academic year.

 

TARON MARGARYAN
Yerevan Mayor

Compiled by Gourgen James 
Khazhakian

Chief Correspondent
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Outdoor lighting system in 
Vardahovit community

Most of the residents of Vardahovit com-
munity of Vayots Dzor region are refugees 
and families that have relocated there from 

different adjacent villages. Until this year, 
there had been no outdoor lighting infra-
structure in the community.

From now on, the streets of Vardahovit 
will be illuminated in the evenings owing 
to the installation of a 1.6 km-long system 
of 45 LED lights. The construction of the 
new external illumination infrastructures 
became a reality in the result of the co-
operation of the Foundation for the Pres-
ervation of Wildlife and Cultural Assets 
(FPWC) and VivaCell-MTS for the imple-
mentation of “Alternative Energy” project.

VivaCell-MTS Founding General Man-
ager Ralph Yirikian and FPWC founder 
Ruben Khachatryan, head of Vardahovit 
community Samvel Gevorgyan and com-
munity residents attended the launching 
ceremony of the newly built energy-effi-
cient system.

“One of the priorities of VivaCell-MTS 
is supporting the development of rural 
communities as a precondition of resolv-
ing social and environmental problems in 
the country. In lots of communities of Ar-

menia, including Vardahovit, construction 
of LED outdoor lighting systems due to its 
long term positive impact, influences the 
improvement of life quality of the residents 
and sustainable development of village 
communities. The joy and enthusiasm of 

the residents encourage us even more and 
prove the efficiency of the social respon-
sibility strategy underlying the projects,” 
said Mr Yirikian.

The operation of enironmentally friendly 
and energy-efficient LED lights reduces 

energy consumption by up to 80%. Due to 
the installation of energy-efficient outdoor 
lighting systems, village communities sig-
nificantly reduce their financial expenses. 
The economy of community resources 
makes the life in communities more vi-
brant.

Outdoor lighting will be provided from 
21:00 to 00:00 in summer, and from 18:00 
to 23:00 in winter. On holidays, street 
lighting will be provided all night long.

From a dilapidated building
into a renovated house

It is already the fifth family in Shirak re-
gion and the 149th family in Armenia that 
feels the result of the six-year-partnership 
between VivaCell-MTS and Fuller Cen-
ter for Housing. The Simonyans from 
Saralanj village are one the beneficiaries 
of the housing project. By the end of the 
year, instead of the half-damaged three-
room house built in 1960s, the family will 
have a stone house with increased housing 
space, including a kitchen and a bathroom. 
VivaCell-MTS and Fuller Center for 

Housing Armenia volunteers participated 
in the construction of the Simonyan fam-
ily house.

For many years, with strict winters typ-
ical to the region, the Simonyans had to 
live under the deteriorated, leaking roof, in 

Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator:
Non-Stop Support to Armenian Countryside
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a-three-room old house with wooden win-
dows and deteriorated, damp floors. The 
beneficiary family is sure that the difficul-
ties will stay in the past; the sad memories 
will be replaced with the belief in a bright 
future.

The housing project implemented in dif-
ferent parts of Armenia would not be so 
successful if not for the direct involvement 
of the partners in construction works. The 
family not only feels the physical support 
in finishing the construction of the house 
in the shortest time possible, but also starts 
looking to the future with hope and opti-
mism.

“Last year, when you built a house in our 
village, I started dreaming, but couldn’t 
believe that one day we. too, would be 
included in the housing program. Some-
times it is easier to build a house from the 
ground up, than to renovate a dilapidat-

ed one. It is so hard to look after an ill 
person, to raise children without basic 
housing conditions. It is true that the con-
struction will soon be completed, but still 
I do not believe that all this is happening 
with us. It is like a dream; without your 
help my family would never know what a 
decent home is,” said Diana, the family 
mother.

“Every time we participate in construc-
tion works, I try to feel the mood of the 
family. We see the results of our efforts; 
we see how the house is being built. What 
I am concerned about, is the changes in 
the spirit of the people, their feelings that 

are often expressed with reservation, by 
just a modest smile or by the sparkle in 
their eyes. It is these changes in the spir-
it that help people regain confidence in 
themselves and in their future. I would 
like to see this reawakened confidence 

and hope in as many families as possible. 
This is the reason why we are here,” said 
VivaCell-MTS Founding General Man-
ager Ralph Yirikian.

“Especially in villages, the hard times 
in social situation of the families becomes 
even harder because of the lack of basic 
housing conditions. The problem of rais-
ing children in a dull environment is add-
ed to the problem of earning a living. This 
program helps the families to build not 
only safe walls, but also optimism for the 
future. Overcoming the heaviest problem, 
the families try to find a means of income 
in the village and not leave it,” said Full-

er Center for Housing President Ashot 
Yeghiazaryan.

For the implementation of the housing 
project, VivaCell-MTS invested AMD 
25mln in 2017; totally more than AMD 
333 mln has been invested.

SOCIETY
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Goshavank Monastery is located 75 
kilometers north-east of Yerevan, in Ta-
vush Marz of Armenia. It is above the 
City of Dilijan, 10-15 minutes by a cab 
from Dilijan. It was named after one of 
the most prominent Armenian thinkers, 
scientists and public figures Mkhitar 
Gosh. It is one of the richest and legend-
ary Armenian monasteries that includes 
a number of beautiful churches, chapels, 
a bell tower, libraries, school, fantastic 
khachqars (cross-stones).

History

Goshavank was built in 1188, with sup-
port from Prince Ivaneh Zaqarian to 
replace the Monastery of Getik that was 
some 20km further east that had been de-
stroyed in an earthquake. Built by Mkhi-
tar Gosh, it was firstly named Nor Getik 
(New Getik), and after his death (1213), it 
was re-named Goshavank, i.e. after Mkh-
itar Gosh. 

Some words about Mkhitar Gosh.

Born in 1130s, Mkhitar Gosh was an 
Armenian scientist, essayist, public fig-
ure, thinker and a clergyman. His name 
has always been a synonum of wisdom, 
therefore many and many desired to be 
his students. Vardapet (doctor of theolo-
gy, i.e. Archimandrite) Mkhitar Gosh has 
written a number of works, and among 
them most probably the most famous 
one, - very first Codification of Armenian 
Law (Datastanagirq) that is at present 
at the Matenadaran Museum-Institute 
of Ancient Manuscripts, fables, prayers 
and sharakans (spiritual songs). He was 
greatly honored by both people and the 
rulers of the time such as Prince  Zakareh 
II the Great who appointed Gosh his ad-
visor and confessor. However, Mkhitar 
Gosh spent the last years of his life in 
ascetic way in a retreat at some distance 
from Nor Getik. Despite a long tradition 
to bury founders at the monastery, he re-
quested to bury himself away from the 
site. And so he found his last asylum in 

a chapel-mausoleum of Holy Ascension 
he himself built when alive. Ther is also 
a big sculpture of sitting Mkhitar Gosh at 
the yard of the Monastery.

At present the Monastery is not a func-
tioning as a religious entity, but it is a 
must-see tourist destination that has re-
cently undergone a restoration due to 
generosity of a Prince (Sheikh) from the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The Mausoleum is located to the west 
of Saint Gevorg Church, in which nearby 
area Mkhitar Gosh also built the Church 
of Holy Spirit that unfortunately has not 
been preserved. 

In his fundamental work “The History 
of Armenia” Kirakos Gandzaketsi, one 
of Gosh’s students wrote that “until today 
Mkhitar Gosh’s grave helps those sick 
people who take refuge in his prayers; 
soil from there is taken to cure sick people 
and animals because God glorifies those 
who glorify Him, in life and in death.”

Reportedly, at first the small wooden 
Church of St. Hovhannes Karapet was 
built, and after St. Astvatsatsin (Holy 
Mother) - in 1191-1196.

Notably, the Monastery used to be one 
of the leading religious and education-
al-cultural centers of medieval Armenia 
where Mkhitar Gosh lived, worked and 
taught for the whole 25 years.

The Monastery was erected thanks to 
efforts of a number of gifted architects, 
carpenters, masons. Unfortunately, the 
annals of the history have kept only 
few names – architect Mkhitar, his stu-
dent Hovhannes and sculptor, author of 

unique khachqars Poghos. The sources 
mention also the architects Grigor and 
Zakios.

The Monastery was built between the 
Turkish and Mongolian invasions of Ar-
menia, and that time was called the Silver 
Age - the Armenian Renaissance in archi-
tecture. Goshavank was often attacked by 
enemies, but its architects came up with 
a way out for this case too: on the walls 
of the churches of Goshavank masters 
carved images of the sacred signs of all 
possible religions that existed at that time 
- from the star of David to the eight-point-
ed stars of eternity. 

Surb Grigor Lusavorich 
Church

Surb Grigor Lusavorich (Saint Gregory 
the Illuminator, Founder of Christianity 
in Armenia (301) Church was erected in 
1237-1241 due to order by Prince Grigor 
Tgha (“tgha” means “boy” in English), 
the grandson of the Prince Vakhtang of 
Haterk (Karabakh - Artsakh). Grigor was 
adopted by the Zaqaryan family when 
still a kid. So he was nicknamed Tgha 
(boy).

Despite its small sizes, Surb Grigor 
Lusavorich Church stands out with it’s 
being a single nave church with unique 
windows on eastern and western walls. 
It’s arches make the church seem a larger 
and a taller one than in reality. Interest-
ingly, it’s altar is decorated with arches 
and geometric patterns.

THE ARMENIAN TREASURES

The Goshavank Monastery:“Admire a Pearl of Armenian 
Medieval Architecture with Exquisite Stone Carvings…”

By
Gourgen
Khazhakian

Chief
Correspondent



15

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 4 September #30 (1165) w 2017

Khachkars (Cross-Stones)

Goshavank is famous due to its legend-
ary khachqars as well. There are several 
khachqars by Momik, famous master 
of medieval Armenia. Those carved by 
master Poghos have their unique place 
in khachqar art. Two of his best works 
were placed at both sides of the west-
ern entrance of the Grigor Lusavorich 
Church. Poghos, their sculptor, carved 
those two identical khachqars for his par-
ents’ graves. Due to delicate filigree of his 
khachqars he deserved nickname Poghos 
the Embroiderer. 

One of the khachqars was trans-
ferred to Armenian State History 
Museum in 1935 and was includ-
ed in the Museum’s permanent ex-
hibition. The remaining khachqar 
was erected in 1291. It’s a real mas-
terpiece worth every admiration. 
The lace patterns on the surface of 
the khachkar do not repeat. Above 
the base-stone the Tree of Life 
can be found while at the bottom 
the author’s name is carved. The 
famous khachqar at Goshavank 
known as “Aseghnagorts” (The 
Needlecarved). Another khachqar 
is placed at Mkhitar Gosh’s crypt. 

Robert V. Dashtoyan, a promi-
nent engineer, public and cultural 
figure and a real devotee of the Ar-
menian architecture told your au-
thor an interesting story about this 
khachqar as well as Goshavank.

In far 1970s when he and friends 
visited the monastic complex for 
the very first time, he noticed a 
gully at the roof of the church that 
was set by inhabitants of the Vil-
lage of Gosh. In Mr Dashtoyan’s 
words, water from that gully was 
falling right on the famous Pog-
hos’ khachqar. Careful citizens of 
Gosh kept their promise to im-
prove the situation, and in his next visit 
to Goshavank a role model citizen, patriot 
and intellectual R.V. Dashtoyan was hap-
py to see that the villagers changed direc-
tion of the gully.

Another interesting detail from Mr 
Dashtoyan: until 1988-89 (beginning of 
the Karabakh National-Liberation Move-
ment led, among others, to the crumbling 
of Soviet Union and liberation Artsakh 
(Karabakh) several villages of this fruit-
ful land adjacent to Gosh were of mixed 
Armenian-Azeri population, and due 
to permanent tension with their Turkic 
neighbors many inhabitants of those vil-

lages were forced to get upper villages 
like Gosh. A “side effect” of such reality 
was strengthening of Gosh resilience (in 
the name of the beautiful Goshavank pro-
tection, among others) in case of possible 
aggressive actions from Azeris.

There are two main reasons due to which 
the Goshavank complex has remained in 
a relatively good condition within many 
centuries: after Mongol invasion in the 
early Middle Ages there were no more or 
less noticeable aggressive actions from 
foreigners;

As it was mentioned above, the local 
population has always been careful to this 

masterpiece. 
…The two small rooms to the south of 

the gavit were used as studies by religious 
students. There is again a walnut tree, at 
the north of the site, and of similar age to 
the Monastery.

Gavit

A four column gavit (entrance hall) was 
added in 1197-1203. In the center of the 
roof an eight-sided dome was erected. 
The gavit’s construction was funded by 
Zaqaryan brothers. The architect was the 
above-mentioned Mkhitar Hyusn (Car-

penter), according to an  inscription on 
the gavit.

Goshavank Monastery:
Saint Astvatsatsin Church

Being the Monastery’s main church, 
Saint Astvatsatsin church was built in 
1191-1196 upon the financial assistance 
of Prince Vakhtang of Haterk and his wife 
Arzukhatun. A description of Goshavank 
and the Monastery’s benefactors was 
made by Kirakos Gandzaketsi:

“A smaller church was also built at Nor 
Getik. It was built in the name of Saint 

John the Baptist who ordained Je-
sus Christ, the greatest born of a 
woman… It was built by Vardapet 
Mkhitar with his religious com-
munity and with the aid of Prince 
Vakhtang of Haterk and his broth-
ers Grigor, Grigoris, Hoydan, Va-
sak and pious Prince Kurd’s sons 
David and Sasun, their sister Ar-
zukhatun (the wife of Vakhtang)… 
A dense crowd of people attended 
the opening of the church. The 
Bishop of Haghpat Hovhannes 
was also present there with a 
number of priests and clericals. 
The church was consecrated in 
the name of Saint Astvatsatsin 
(Holy Mother).”

The main entrance was added in 
1197. Crosses and inscriptions are 
carved on the church walls. Also, 
on the western facade there is a 
sun dial.

Chapel-Auditorium

Since the 13th century a school 
used to function in Goshavank 
that was mentioned as a school, 
university and seminary in vari-
ous historical sources. The school 
is thought to operate in the build-

ing that served as both a chapel and an 
auditorium. Armenian and foreign lan-
guages, grammar, philosophy, writing 
skills and other subjects were taught at 
the School. A number of prominent scien-
tists and intellectuals studied and worked 
there. Among them, as was mentioned 
above already, were Kirakos Gandzaketsi 
and Vardan Areveltsi.

Scriptorium-Belfry

The Monastery’s scriptorium-belfry 
is at the north from gavit. According to 
Kirakos Gandzaketsi, the belfry was built 

THE ARMENIAN TREASURES



16

4 September #30 (1165) w 2017 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

THE ARMENIAN TREASURES

until 1241. In 1291, the second floor 
was added to the belfry; the architects 
were Grigor and Zakios. The scriptorium 
served as a library where manuscripts 
were being kept. It was also a scriptori-
um where manuscripts were being copied 
and new ones being created. The belfry 
later collapsed and the building is now 
protected by a conical transparent dome. 
At its peak the library held 1,600 vol-
umes until Mongol invaders set fire to it 
in 1375. It was at Nor Getik that Mkhitar 
Gosh first formally codified Armenian 

law (according to some sources, partly as 
a defence against the imposition of Islam-
ic sharia law) and also wrote his fables 
which make moral points using birds as 
the protagonists.

Saint Grigor Church

Saint Grigor Church (1208-1231) is to 
south from the Saint Astvatsatsin Church. 
It was built after Mkhitar Gosh’s death by 
Abbot Martiros and his brother Grigor. 
Possibly, Saint Grigor Church was built 
in the place of an older church, wood-
en-built John Baptist Church. According 
to historical sources, the construction of 
Saint Grigor Church was stopped be-
cause of the raids by Jalal-al-Din.

The church represents a domed hall. 
The initial building was ruined, and the 
current dome was erected in the 20th cen-
tury emulating the original form.

Chapels

The chapels of Saint Hripsime and Saint 
Arakelots (Apostles) were built by Mkh-
itar Gosh in 1208. They are located be-
tween Saint Grigor Lusavorich and Saint 
Grigor churches. The two chapels share 
the same roof. The chapel windows are 
made in a way as to let direct sunlight in.

Saint Gevorg Church

Saint Gevorg is a small domed church 

built by Vardapets Khachatur and 
Barsegh in 1254 at the mausoleum of 
Mkhitar Gosh. According to a legend, the 
church was built in the place where Mkh-
itar Gosh spent the last days of his life, 
where, notably, he continued teaching 
and writing until his death in 1203.

The Goshavank monastic complex in-
cludes also the school building that lies 
in ruins.

And the gallery is a passage between the 
gavit and the bell tower.

Goshavank does not have outer walls, 
and is surrounded by village homes. All 
of the buildings are attached to each other 
except for St. Hripsime Chapel that is lo-
cated on the opposite hillside and within 
view. Goshavank was organically entered 
in the landscape by the builders. They 
made it so skillfully that it seems that the 
stone monastery just  grew out of these 
forested mountains itself, like the trees 
around.

Numerous religious and monumental 
civil buildings show that in the twelfth 
to thirteenth centuries the Monastery was 
full of life.

The churches are decorated in accor-
dance with the traditions of the time. As 
a rule, the door portals and windows are 
framed in rectangular or arched platbands 
some of which are profiled. The facade 
niches have multifoil or scalloped tops 
like those of the niches of the main church 
at Geghard. The unusual and artistically 

The Goshavank Monastery:“Admire a Pearl of Armenian 
Medieval Architecture with Exquisite Stone Carvings…”



17

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 4 September #30 (1165) w 2017

THE ARMENIAN TREASURES

framed sun dial on the southern facade is 
an eye-catching decorative element.

 In 1950-1960-ies  Goshavank were re-
stored. In 1972, a historical - architectural 
museum was established.

Eventually, Goshavank Monastery is 
truly a sacred place where you should 
step with a strong faith in God; that’s how 
people living and working there spent 
their life there, and that’s why the Monas-
tery has always been in the center 
of attention of not only Armenian 
people, but also foreigners. 

A quote from www.inspirock.
com: “Admire a pearl of Armenian 
medieval architecture with exqui-
site stone carvings at Goshavank 
Monastery, a huge 12th-century 
orthodox monastery complex on 
the hillside above Lake Gosh. Ex-
plore some of the world’s finest ex-
amples of Armenian cross-tones, or 
“khachkars” (memorial steles with 
a cross), a craft protected by UN-
ESCO. Visit two churches within 
the complex, as well as admiring a 
bell tower with a book depository, 
elegant vaults, and pointed arches. 
Light a candle for lost souls and 
admire the carved, lacy ornaments 
decorating the numerous steles. A 
shrine to the monastery’s founder, 
Mkhitar Gosh, sits nearby, provid-
ing a scenic view of this marvelous 
stone structure nestled at the bottom 
of the hills. Put Goshavank Monas-
tery into our Gosh tour planner to 
see other points of interest to visit 
during your vacation in Gosh…”

And another travel site, www.
bradtguides.com says: “…In the 
grounds of the Monastery is a small 
museum (open: 09.00–17.00 Tue–Sun; 
AMD500). By far the most interesting 
items there are large pottery bell-shaped 
objects which were hung from the dome 
with the open end downward to try to im-
prove the acoustics by reflecting sound 
back downward into the church. The solu-
tion to the problems of some more recent 
concert halls such as the Royal Albert 
Hall, London, was clearly anticipated at 
Goshavank! After the Monastery has been 
explored a variety of refreshing herbal 
teas, made with local mountain herbs, can 
be enjoyed on the veranda of the village’s 
hotel ‘’.

And, as usual, the last, but not the least: 
TripAdvisor reviews:

saronic
Zurich, 

Switzerland

Not to be left out

A good day trip out of Yerevan goes to 
the churches at Lake Sevan and to the for-
mer monastery complexes of Haghartsin 
and Goshavank. The last one is the furthest 
away and the driver might ask, if one still 
feels like driving out there. One definite-

ly should, even for the trip alone through 
a beautiful forested area. And while 
Haghartsin lies in the middle of nowhere, 
the monastery of Goshavank is just next to 
the small settlement of Gosh, where there 
is shopping, eating and drinking available.

But even by itself the Goshavank mon-
astery (currently under renovation in parts 
- May 2017) is definitely worth visiting. 
All of the Armenian churches and former 
monasteries have their particular architec-
tonic fascination.

As usual, there is more than one church 
in the monastery complex, and very often 
the main church ist dedicated to St.Astvat-
satsin (the Mother of God). In front of it 
one can admire here a Gavit, that typical 
Armenian kind of narthex.

Besides smaller chapels and a bell tower 
are also two churches dedicated to St.Greg-

ory. All in all there are beautiful portals to 
be seen, impressive masonry (especially in 
the gallery between the belltower and the 
gavit) and some exquisite Khachkar (Ar-
menian stone crosses).

On the opposite hill, high above the Gosh 
settlement one can discern the chapel of 
St.Hripsime. All buildings here go back to 
the 12th and 13th century.

Katrien S
Ghent, 
Belgium

12th century monastery home to 
Gosh, who wrote the first codex

As most monasteries, this one 
is nicely located. It has a nicely 
carved portal and a very nice 13th 
century needlework katchkar. In-
side the main church most walls 
are covered with text, even the 
wall behind the altar. As in many 
other monasteries in Armenia, also 
here there are 2 mini churches in-
side the main church. The monas-
tery once housed a scriptorium and 
large library. The latter was burned 
by the invading Mongols, and the 
scriptorium/library is still black-
ened supposedly from that fire. On 
top of the scriptorium/library is a 
small bell tower. Part of the com-
plex is still underrenovation, and 
in another part swallows like to 
create their nests. One of the altars 
of the smaller churches has nice 
carved decorations, somewhat un-
usual in Armenia. 

There is a nice 2 hour, walk 
through the Dilijan national park 

from Parz Lake to the monastery.

BuRaiR
Muscat Governorate, 
Oman

The road to Goshavank is very beau-
tiful. Like the other Monasteries around 
Armenia, Goshvank is an old monastery 
referred back to the 12th-13th centuries. It 
surrounded by a small village and there is 
good place for hiking around Lake Gosh. I 
visited this place last year and it was under 
renovation. Hope it’s done by now. Rec-
ommended.

Materials from traveltoarmenia.com 
and Wikipedia used in this publication.
Photos by David Pin, from Wikipedia 

and www.shutterstock.com
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Yerevan Home Care is the first and the only 
one company launched in 2011 in Yerevan. The 
company is providing a 24/7 qualified care ser-
vice to older adults, disabled people, people suf-
fering from chronic diseases or those who need 
postoperative care, as well as to people with 
dementia. 

Creating the company we conceder to support 
many families that live abroad and have their el-
derly family members staying in Armenia. We 
succeed in supporting these families to have not 
only a solution of the raised 
problem but to have a deep 
feeling of satisfaction that their 
relatives are in good hands. 

The organization’s greatest 
wealth is educated, profession-
al, skilled, experienced staff 
and people with high values 
and psychological knowledge.

We treat each patient with a 
strong sense of responsibility 
and show an individual ap-
proach to the families, at the 
same time maintaining the 
accepted norms and using con-
temporary approaches.

Taking your relative’s care 
on our shoulders, we bring 
harmony between the different 
generations. 

Apart from the professional 
knowledge the company pays 
a great attention to the human-

itarian qualities of the serving staff, 
to their kindness, patience, attention 
and courteous manner.

We assure that we will be your ir-
replaceable assistant in helping and 
surrounding your relative with care 
and support.

We provide service to all type of 
patients who needs care assistance.

Personal care is for elderly people 
who are alone and need support in 
daily living, such as dressing, bath-
ing, feeding, or meal preparation. 

This type of care includes personal 
care aides, home care aides, and home 
health aides. Home health aides might 
also provide limited assistance with 
things such as taking blood pressure 
or offering medication reminders.

Nursing care is more related for pa-
tients after surgery, traumas, different 
chronic diseases

Rehabilitation service is for people 
who need professional rehabilitation 
in their recovery periods after some 
types of diseases and surgery. De-
mentia /Alzheimer /special care is 
for people with dementia in all stages 
when you worried about their safety 
or a health problem.

Yerevan Home Care provides all 
type of medical equipment that will 
increase the quality of like of your 
loved ones. (rent of the equipment is 
acceptable)

Transportation is a key issue for 
older adults and for people with temporary or per-
manent disabilities especially in Armenia where the 
streets and buildings are not adjusted for disabled 
people. Yerevan Home Care is providing a transpor-
tation service for people that are in wheelchairs.

Contacts:
Phone: +37410 546 546, +37491 403 979, 
           +37493 401 982 
E-mail: info@yerevanhomecare.am, 
            hripsime.deghdzunyan@gmail.com
Facebook Page: 
             www.facebook.com/YerevanHomeCare
Website: www.yerevanhomecare.am
Address: Yerevan, Baghramyan 1 impasse, 
               2 Building, 2nd Floor
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A new Armenian-Italian, Italian-Armenian dictionary has been published In Italy. 
The authors of the dictionary, Roosanna Harutyunyan and Barbara Grassi, 
told Noyan Tapan that the official representative of the dictionary is the famous Italian 
HOEPLI Publishing House, which has been officially recognized by the Italian government.
For the first time, HOEPLI Publishing House printed a dictionary for eastern Armenian, 
while already there was  an Italian-western Armenian one.
This new dictionary contains 22.000 words with phonetic transcription and examples of 
simple sentences.
A lot of lemmas are divided in use areas including metaphorical meanings. 
The dictionary includes also an Armenian grammar in Italian and an Italian grammar 
in Armenian plus a lot of repertoires 
for geographical names, everyday use, proverbs and so on.

For purchase follow the link:
http://www.hoepli.it/libro/dizionario-armeno/9788820367381.html

A comfortable apartment in the center
of Yerevan on the second floor of the
house.  
The apartment (110 sq. m.) has a din-
ing room, two bedrooms, a kitchen, a
bathroom and two balconies. The
house has a central  heating system,
permanent cold and hot water, TV
satellite, air conditioners and all other
facilities.
There is a nice view to Mount Ararat.
The house has a nice garden and a
garage. The place is quiet and secure.
3 minutes by walk from Marshal
Baghramian ave. and Metro station.

The price is 1000 USD monthly,
for a long term,
40-50 USD daily for a short term.   

Address:
3 Aygedzor Str, Yerevan.

Tel:
095-27- 87-09 mob.,
093- 22-95-70 mob.,

27-87-09 home.

New Armenian-Italian/Italian-Armenian dictionary
released in Italy

Apartment For Rent                                          APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
 

 

 

Comfortable two bedrooms apartments in the center of Yerevan, 
close to the hotel BASS. Each apartment is 110 sq.m., has two 
balconies, nice view to mount Ararat and separate entrance  
from the street. Both have central heating system, Wi-Fi, air 

conditionings, washing machines, TV sets, etc. 
Address: Aygedzor Street 3, Yerevan. 

 

Tel.  (374) 095-27-87-09; 093-22-95-70 ( landlord )  
 
The apartment on the 2nd floor. Price for a long-time: $ 850 per month; for a short time period: $ 40-50 daily.                                                                       

         
 
The apartment on the 3rd floor.  Price: $ 1300 per month.                                                                                                                                          

        

Noyan Tapan Press-Center

Noyan Tapan Press-Center holds different dis-
cussions, press conferences, round tables, tele-
conferences, seminars each week which are 
broadcast live on the internet. We invite you 
to take advantage of the Center, as well as the 
place your banner in our Press Room.

Tel.: 060 35 11 22.
Address: Isahakyan 28, 3rd floor, 

Yerevan, 0009

Noyan Tapan Printing House

is offering coloured and black and white offset 
and digital printing of:
- books,
- brochures,
- booklets,
- journals, etc with high quality and low prices

Tel.: 060 35 11 22.
Address: Isahakyan 28, 1st floor, 

Yerevan, 0009


